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PREFACE. 


Unpretendeng  as  I  intend  this  book  to  be,  I 
cannot  yet  send  it  before  the  world  without  an 
acknowledgment  to  those  who  have  helped  me, 
not  only  by  collecting  information,  but  by  harder 
and  drier  work.  When  I  thought  the  book  well- 
nigh  completed,  I  found  it  was  necessary  that 
many  historical  facts  and  quotations  should  be 
verified   or   checked. 

Going  abroad  made  this  double  task  almost 
hopeless,  and  I  do  not  know  what  I  should  have 
done  without  the  kind  and  valuable  aid  of  my 
friends,  Miss  Probyn  and  Sir  James  Lacaita,  and 
Mr.   Taylor,   of  the   British   Museum. 

Nor  can  I  close  these  few  words  of  Preface 
without  acknowledging  the  embellishments  my  book 
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lias  received  from  the  assistaiu'c  of  the  artists, 
^Ir.  Philip  Do  la  blotto  an«l  ^Ir.  .Teens,  whose 
taste  aiitl  talents  on  the  present  o<*casion  speak 
for   themselves. 
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EAKLY  TIMKS  OF   HOLLAND   HOUSE. 

It  may  be.  (:lc8iral)le  ti>  precede  our  account  of 
Holland  House  by  a  few  words  about  tlie  ground 
upon  which  it  stands  and  about  some  of  its  earlier 
inhabitants.  Possibly  we  shall  thus  rectill  to  the 
i-eader'a  mind  personages  and  facts  already  familiar; 
but  lironght  into  contact  with  Holland  House,  they 
may  appear  in  a  new  light,  and,  in  any  case,  a  men- 
tion of  them  attaches  itself  naturally  to  our  subject, 
as  the  oft-told  anecdote  of  King  Alfred  and  the 
burnt  cakes  attaches  itself  to  a  history  of  Eogland, 
Holland  House  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Ken- 
sington, called  in  the  Domesday  Book  Cheuesitou, 
/       vol..   I.  B 
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town,  or  pariah,  (for  this,  rather  than  the  modern 
iilea  of  a  number  of  grouped  houses,  would  be  the 
meaning  of  the  termination  "  ton "  or  **Vt«/')  of 
Chenesi.  But  there  arc  other  etymologies  to  choose 
from.  According  to  J.  M.  Kemble,  a  l^i^h  ^autho- 
rity on  such  matters,  Kensington  would  be  the 
"tun''  or  parish  of  the  Cenesingas.  It  also  appears 
as  Kencsitune,  Chensnetuna,  Kensitune,  Kinsintuna, 
Ac.  Any  of  these  might  have  been  corrupted  into 
Kensington  as  easily  as  Knutting-bames  into  Notting 
Hill,  and  more  easily,  perhaps,  than  Route  du  Rot 
into  Rotten  Row. 

Kensington,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  begins 
at  aliout  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Hyde  Park  Comer, 
and  extends,  in  diflferent  directions,  towards  Hammer- 
smith, Notting  Hill,  and  Chelsea.  It  has  been  the 
site  of  more  than  one  historical  house,  and  is  con- 
sequently the  scene  of  many  historical  lives.  But 
to  enlarge  upon  these  facts  would  be  to  digress 
from  the  matter  in  hand. 

When  the  Saxons  first  established  themselves  in 
England  (a.d.  450),  much  of  the  conquered  land  was 
taken  to  reward  the  victorious  army,  and  was  par- 
celled out  into  hereditary  possessions  for  different  pro- 
prietors. But  the  Norman  Conquest  (a.d.  1066),  with 
accidental,    if  not   intentional,  retribution,  somewhat 
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displaced  the  allodial  proprietoi-s,  who  ceded  their 
lands  to  the  king  or  to  some  great  nobleman,  and 
only  re-secured  protected  possession  of  them  on  the 
condition  of  feudal  service. 

Alluding  to  Kensington,  Faulkner  says :  *'  In  the 
distribution  made  by  William  the  Conqueror,  this 
manor  was  allotted  to  the  Bishop  of  Constance,  and 
appears,  by  the  record  of  Domesday,  to  have  been 
held  of  him  by  Aubrey  de  Vere,  another  of  the 
chieftains,  who  came  over  with  that  monarch/'^ 

But  Faulkner  is  wrong.  A  learned  critic  has 
convinced  us  that  Faulkner's  Bishop  of  Constance 
was  Geoffrey  de  Montbray,  Bishop  of  Coutances. 
The  mistake  has  doubtless  arisen  from  a  similarity 
between  the  names  in  Latin.  But  as  it  is  a  mistake 
which  we  were  on  the  point  of  adopting,  we  notice 
it  with  humility  rather  than  triumph. 

It  is  curious  to  mark  the  difference  between  the 
value  of  this  land  in  the  eleventh  century  and  in 
the  nineteenth.  Kensington,  as  held  by  the  Bishop, 
is  thus  described  in  Domesday  Book  : — 

^' Land  of  Aubrey  de  Vere.  Osulvestane  Hundred, 
Manor. — Aubrey  de  Vere  holds  of  the  Bishop  of 
Coutances,  Kensington.  It  defends  itself  (does 
service   or   pays    taxes)    for    10    hides.      The    land 

*  Faulkner,  History  and  Antiquities  of  Kensington,  chap.  ii. 
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(arable)  is  10  plough-laiKls.  There  are  there  4 
plough-lands  in  tlie  demesne ;  and  the  villeins  have 
5  plough-lauds,  and  6  can  be  made.  There  are  12 
villeins  there,  each  with  a  virgate ;  and  6  villeins 
with  3  virgates.  The  priest  has  half  a  virgate ;  and 
there  are  7  serfs.  The  meadow-land  is  2  plough-lands. 
Pasture  for  the  cattle  of  the  vill.  Wood  for  200  hogs ; 
and  3  acres  of  vine.  In  all  the  value  is  10  pounds; 
when  (the  owner)  received  it,  6  pounds ;  in  the  time  of 
Edward,  King,  10  pounds.  This  manor  Edwin  thane 
of  King  Edward  held,  and  had  the  jx^wer  of  sale."^ 
The  following  value  of  Holland  House  Estate 
in  the  fifth  year  of  Edward  III.  (a.d.  1331-2)  may 
sei-ve  as  a  companion  picture  to  the  preceding : — 

'  The  capital  messuage  with  dove-liouse     ....  0     3     4 

One  windmill  worth  yearly 0134 

360  acres  of  arahle  land 6     0     0 

4j|  aci-os  of  meadow 0     1*     0 

20  acres  of  several  pasture 10     0 

^  1 40  acres  of  wood 200 

1  tents  of  free  tenants 1   19  10 

Ken ts  and  works  of  customary  tenants 7  10     0 

Pleas  and  perquisites  of  courts 0  10     0 

£20     r)_  6 

^  Domesday  Book,  voL  i.  f.  1 30,  b  : — **  Terra  Alberici  de  Ver. 
Osulvestane  Ilund.  M.  Albericus  de  ver  ten[et]  de  ep[iscop]o  Con- 
stantiensi  Chenesit[un].  p[ro]  x.  hid[is]  se  def[en]d[it].  Terra  est 
X.  car[ucatse].    Ibi  in  do[mi]nio  sunt  iiij.  car[ucata?]  &  vill[an]i 
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Allusion  is  made  in  one  account  of  Holland  House 
to  the  old  abbey  of  Kensington,  the  lands  of  which 
are  said  to  have  consist<3d  of  ten  hides  and  a  virffate 
of  demesne  lands.  Much  has  been  written  as  to  the 
quantities  of  land  represented  by  a  hide  and  a  vir- 
gate.  It  seems  certain  that  these  quantities  varied 
considerably  in  different  parts  of  .England ;  and  as 
each  authority  has  apparently  felt  almost  satisfied 
when  he  has  shown  that  the  calculations  of  other 
writei*s  have  been  erroneous,  we  shall  offer  no  opinion 
upon  the  subject,  but  content  ourselves  with  refer- 
ring the  curious  to  Kemble's  "  Saxons  in  England " 
and  Sir  H.  Ellis's  "  Introduction  to  the  Domesday 
Book."  We  do  not,  however,  find  much  light  thrown 
upon  the  Abbey  itself.  The  dissolution  of  monasteries 
swept  it  away  in  the  common  lot,  and  this  Abbey 
land  became  vested,  like  the  others,  in  the  Crown. 

The  Manor  of  Kensington  was  held  by  the  De 
Veres,  a  family  whose  pedigree  Lcland  deduces  from 

h[abe]nt  v.  car[ucata8]  &  vj.  pot[erunt]  fieri.  Ibi  xij.  vill[an]i, 
q[u]i8q[ue]  i.  virg[atam]  &  vj.  vill[an]i  de  iij.  virg[ati8].  P[re8]- 
b[ytejr  dim[idiani]  virg[atam]  &  vij.  servi.  l*[r]atu[mj  ij. 
car[ucat8e].  Past[ur]a  ad  pecunpam]  villae.  Silva  cc.  porcps]  ik 
iij.  Arpenn[ae]  vineae.  In  totis  valen[tia]  val[et]  x.  libpis] ; 
Q[uan]do  receppt],  vj.  Iib[ri8];  T[empor]e  E[egi8]  E[dwardi]  x. 
Iib[ri8].  Hoc  M[aneriuiu]  tenuit  Eduuiii[u8]  teign[u8]  regis  E[d- 
wardi]  &  veiid[er]e  potuit." — Domesday  Book  (Record  Commis- 
sion).   Edited  by  Sir  H.  Ellis. 
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Noah ! !  ^  In  coinparativehj  modern  days,  a  De 
Vere  was  created  Earl  of  Oxford  ;  and  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  Edward  De  Vere,  seventeenth  Earl  of 
Oxford,  is  said  to  have  wasted  his  inheritance  out  of 
spite  to  his  wife,  because  her  father,  Lord  Burleigh, 
failed  to  obtain  the  pardon  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
to  whom  Edward  was  affectionately  attached.  The 
last  De  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  died  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne.  It  was,  however,  at  the  death  of 
that  De  Vere  known  as  "  Little  John  of  Campes  " 
(a.d.  1526),  that  the  De  Veres'  reign  in  Kensington 
ceased ;  for  then  the  Manor,  descending  through 
Little  John's  sisters,  passed  sometimes  entirely,  some- 
times in  a  divided  form,  into  the  families  of 
Neville,  Wingfield,  and  Cornwallis.  Sir  William 
and  Lady  Cornwallis  held  tlie  whole  Manor  for  a 
while ;  but  it  came  into  the  possession  of  Archibald, 
seventh  Earl  of  Argyll,  on  his  marriage  with  their 
daughter  Anne.  This  was  the  Earl  of  Argyll  who 
returned  to  the  faith  of  his  fathers,  and  joined 
Catholic  Spain  against  Protestant  Holland. 

In  1610   the  Manor  became  the  property   of  Sir 
Walter  Cope,   a  Gentleman   of  the   Bedchamber  to 

*  ^^  Repeiit  genua  d  Noe.  Deinde  h  Tideo  Graeco.  Insuper  d 
Vero  noUliss.  Eomano.  Fostremo  d  Mil  one  comite  de  Genny,  alia^ 
Gisuey." — Leland  s  Itinerary ;  Heame,  voL  vi.  p.  3D. 
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James  I.,  whose  wife,  Dorothy,  was  daughter  of 
Richard  Grcnville  of  Wotton,  ancestor  of  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham,  and  who  himself  was  Master  of  the 
Court  of  Wards  to  the  King,  and  one  of  the 
Chamberlain6  of  the  Exchequer. 

At  this  juncture,  the  historical  mist  somewhat 
clears  away  ;  the  particular  history  of  the  House 
detaching  itself  from  the  general  outline  and  claim- 
ing individuality;  so  that  with  the  interest  in  our 
subject  increases  our  knowledge  of  it.  Sir  Walter 
Cope,  before  acquii-ing  the  Manor,  had  laid  the 
foundation  of  Cope  Castle,  now  Holland  House,  and 
built  the  centre  and  turrets,  in  1607.  The  accom- 
panying illustration,  though  made  quite  recently,  and 
giving  more  than  the  original  extent  of  the  house, 
may  yet  furnish  some  idea  of  its  early  appearance. 
As  for  the  ancient  Manor  House,  even  its  site  is 
unknown ;  and  Sir  Walter  Cope  not  mentioning 
such  a  habitation  in  his  will,  we  may  conclude  that 
it  was  destroyed  before  the  present  house  was  built; 
in  the  building  of  which,  indeed,  some  of  its  mate- 
rials were  perhaps  used. 

The  first  stone  is  often  lost  sight  of  beneath  what 
follows ;  so  the  name  of  Cope  is  superseded  by  that 
of  Holland,  and  Cope  Castle  by  Holland  House.  But 
it  may  be  now  time  to  say  with  Vidocq  :   Trouvez- 
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moi  la  femme.  We  find  her  in  Sir  Walter 
Cope's  daughter  and  heiress,  Isabel,  who  married 
Sir  Henry  Rich,  created  in  1622  Baron  Kensington, 
sent  to  Spain  by  James  I.  to  assist  in  negotiating 
a  marriage  between  Prince  Charles  and  the  Infanta, 
and  made  Earl  of  Holland  in  1624.  He  it  was 
who  added  to  the  building  its  wings  and  arcades ; 
and,  more  than  this,  he  employed  the  best  artists 
of  the  time  in  decorating  the  interior. 

In  those  days,  the  family  of  Rich  was  not  very 
ancient.  Richard  Rich,  an  opulent  mercer  in  the 
time  of  Henry  VI.,  was  great-grandfather  to  Lord 
Chancellor  Rich  under  Edward  VI.  It  was  Rich 
who,  at  the  trial  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  witnessed 
against  him  as  to  a  pretended  conversation  in  the 
Tower.^  But  Sir  Henry  Rich,  his  great-grandson, 
the  second  son  of  Robert  Rich,  Earl  of  Warwick, 
and  of  Penelope,  daughter  of  Walter  Devereux, 
Earl  of  Essex,  began  life  as  a  soldier ;  then,  com- 
bining the  weight  of  arms  with  the  glitter  of  a 
Court,  he  became  Captain  of  the  King's  Guard,  and 
took  rank  as  Knight  of  the  Bath.  On  the  death 
of  his  patron,  Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  son  of 
James  I.,  he  entered  the  service  of  Prince  Charles  ; 
and,  with  what  might   be   considered   more  success 

^  Burke's  Extinct  Peerages. 
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than  credit,  went  on  a  mission  of  courtship  for  his 
master  to  Henrietta  of  France.  He  was  a  very  hand- 
some man  and  a  fop,  and  a  favourite  of  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  as  well  as  of  the  Court  generally.  The 
details  of  his  sundry  political  adhesions,  which  were 
nearly  as  variable  as  the  political  events  of  his  day, 
take  up  a  good  deal  of  room  in  the  history  of  his 
times.     Here  they  need  only  be  briefly  enumerated. 

After  the  death  of  Buckingham,  in  1628,  he  stood 
high  in  the  favour  and  estimation  of  the  Queen. 
He  was  entrusted  wdth  the  command  of  the  Horse 
in  the  Army  raised  against  the  Scottish  Covenanters 
in  1639.^  But  by  his  retreat  from  Dunce  he  probably 
shook  the  confidence  which  had  been  reposed  in  him. 
His  "  Declaration  made  to  the  Kingdome  "  ^  has  been 
called  a  bad  apology  for  bad  conduct,  and  a  meet- 
ing between  the  disaffected  members  of  Parliament 
and  Fairfax,  at  Holland  House,  forced  Charles  to 
believe  in  his  disloyalty.  This  meeting  is  mentioned 
in  the  Perfect  Diurnal  (1647)  as  follows: — 

^'Friday,  August  6. — This  morning  the  members 
of  Parliament  which  were  driven  away  by  tumults 
from  Westminster  met  the  Generall  at  the  Earle  of 

^  Clarendon's  Hist,  of  the  Rebellion.  Oxford,  1826.  Vol.  i,  bookii. 
'  A  Declaration  made  to  the  Kingdome,  by  Henry  Earle  of 
Holland.     London,  1643.     (Kings  Library,  British  Museum.) 
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Hollands  house  at  Keiisingtou,  and  subscribed  the 
Declaration  of  the  Amiy,  and  a  further  Declaration 
of  their  approving  and  joyning  with  the  Army  in 
their  last  proceedings,  making  null  all  acts  passed 
by  the  Members  at  Westminster  since  July  the  2G 
last.  Afterwards  his  Excellency  w^th  the  Lords,  the 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  Commons,  wdth  the  jNfembers 
of  the  said  house,  and  many  other  Gentry,  marched 
toward  Westminster,  a  Guard  of  souldiers  3  deep 
standing  from  that  place  to  the  Forts ;  .  .  .  " 

In  1648  he  returned  to  the  Royalists,  and  appeared 
in  arms  for  them  at  Kingston-on-Thames.  But,  being 
overpowered  and  afterwards  captured  at  St.  Ncot's, 
he  was  imprisoned  in  Warwick  Castle,  which  belonged 
to  his  own  brother.  Ultimately  he  was  condemned 
to  death  by  a  new  High  Court  of  Justice,  appointed 
for  the  trial  of  himself  and  several  others,  and  his 
petition  for  his  life  was  rejected  in  the  Commons  by 
a  small  majority.^ 

On  the  9th  of  March,  1648-9,  he  w^as  beheaded 
in  Palace  Yard,  Westminster,  expiating  his  waverings 
with  his  blood,  and  respect  was  so  far  showm  to 
his  remains  that  the  next  day  they  were  buried  at 
Kensington. 

Although  social  success  weighs  but  lightly  in  the 

^  Clarendon's  llisU  of  the  Rebellion.  Oxford,  182G.  Vol.  vi.,  book  xi. 
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balance  against  decapitation,  we  should  remember 
Henry  Rich  received  all  that  was  clever  and  fashion- 
able at  HolUmd  House;  not  confining  himself  to  his 
own  countrymen.  Bassompierre,  who  came  over  to 
England  for  the  purpose  of  settling  some  difficulty 
arisen  out  of  the  dismissal  of  Queen  Henrietta's 
French  attendants,  records  the  fact  of  having  dined 
at  the  Earl  of  Hollands, — d  Stintintoii,  says  he; 
distorting  our  English  names  as  easily  as  our  own 
dear  countrymen  distort  names  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Channel ;  and,  with  all  respect  to  charity,  this 
is  saying  a  great  deal. 

Clarendon  does  the  Earl  of  Holland's  social  quali- 
fications justice,  describing  him  as  "  a  very  handsome 
man,  of  a  lovely  and  winning  presence,  and  gentle 
conversation ; "  ^  and  gives  him  a  higher  tribute  in 
saying  that  he  was  never  suspected  to  want  courage, 
although  he  may  have  been  wanting  in  alacrity.  He 
deserved  the  tribute  of  courage  by  dying  well,  and 
perhaps  proved  his  want  of  alacrity  by  letting  a 
little  of  his  ancient  foppery  cling  to  him  even  in 
his  last  hour.  He  appeared  on  the  scaffold  dressed 
in  a  white  satin  waistcoat  and  a  white  satin  cap 
with  silver  lace." 

»  Clarendon's  Hist,  of  the  Rebellion.  Oxford,  182C.   Vol.  i.,  book  i. 
*  Perfect  Diurnal.     Friday,  March  9.     (1648-9.) 
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According  to  Walker,  iu  liis  **  History  of  Indepen- 
dency," after  having  made  a  speech  on  the  scatTold, 
" ....  he  prayed  for  a  good  space  of  time :  after 
which  by  the  instigation  of  ]\Ir.  Bolton,  he  said : 
That  he  was  the  less  troubled  with  his  violent  death, 
when  he  remembered  how  his  Saviour  siifTered  for 
him ;  and  again,  when  he  considered  the  King  his 
Master  not  long  before  passed  the  same  way  ;  with 
others  at  this  time  with  himself,  with  a  serious  and 
pithy  justification  of  his  said  Master  the  late  Kings 
Majesty,  a  short  recapitulation  of  his  first  speech 
concerning  his  Actions,  Religion,  breeding  and 
sufferings.  After  all,  wholly  casting  himself,  on 
the  merits  and  mercies  of  Jesus  Christ,  forgiving 
his  Enemies,  praying  for  peace,  and  that  their  blood 
might  be  the  last,  which  was  shed  strangely,  the 
tryall  being  as  extraordinary  as  anything  in  the  King- 
dom :  but  he  owned  it  as  Gods  hand  :  then  having, 
some  divine  conference  with  Mr.  Bolton  for  neer 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  spoken  to  a  Souldier  that 
took  him  prisoner  and  others,  he  embraced  Liev- 
tenant  Collonel  Beecher,  and  took  his  leave  of  him. 
After  which  he  came  to  Mr.  Boltoii,  and  having 
embraced  him,  and  returned  him  many  thanks 
for  his  great  pains  and  affection  to  his  soul,  he 
prepared   himself  to  the  block  :  whereupon   turning 
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to  the  Executioner,  he  said ;  here  my  fnend^ 
let  my  Cloaths  and  my  body  alone,  there  is  ten 
pounds  for  thee^  that  is  better  than  my  cloaths,  I 
am  sure  of  it.  And  ichen  you  take  tcp  my  head,  do 
not  take  off  my  cap  :  then  taking  his  farewell  of  his 
Servants,  he  kneeled  down  and  prayed,  for  a  pretty 
space,  with  much  earnestness. 

**  Then  going  to  the  front  of  the  Scaffold,  he  said 
to  the  People,  God  bless  you  all,  God  give  all 
happiness,  to  this  Kingdom,  to  this  People,  to  this 
Nation,  Then  laying  himself  dow^n,  he  seemed  to 
pray  with  much  affection  for  a  short  space,  and  then 
lifting  up  his  head  (seeing  the  Executioner  by  him) 
he  said,  stay  while  I  give  the  signe  and  presently 
after  stretching  out  his  hand,  and  saying,  now,  now ; 
just  as  the  words  were  coming  out  of  his  mouth,  the 
Executioner  at  one  blow  severed  his  head  from  his 
body/'  ^ 

Such  was  the  end  of  Henry  Rich,  first  Earl  of 
Holland,  who  owed  Holland  House  to  his  wife,  and 
to  whom  Holland  House  ow^es  its  name.  The  por- 
trait we  give  of  him  on  the  next  page  is  from  an  old 
print,  and  may  excite  more  interest  than  admiration. 

The  first  Earl  of  Holhind  left  a  large  family ; 
but  on    his   death   it  was,    according    to    Faulkner, 

^  History  of  Independency.     London,  1660.     Part  IV. 
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Gcuoral  Fairfax  who  inhabited  Hollaud  Housu ;  ami 
LysoDB  says  that,  in  July  1649,  General  Lambert 
fixed  hifl  head-quarters  there.'  Nor  are  these  the 
only  Puritan  names  asaoeiated  with  the  place. 
Cromwell    himself  is   said   to   have   discussed   with 


Hrnrj  Rlrta,  Bnt  Eiri  of  Hollud,  lorl  BiroD  Keiuin|;t..n. 

Ireton,  in  a  field  belonging  to  Holland  House,  the 
important  events  which  had  contributed  to  agitate 
England,  choosing  this  open  spot  on  account  of 
Ireton's  deafness,  which  made  a  secret  no  secret  at 
all  when   confided   incautiously  to  his   ear.     Even- 

'  We  ara  ounelves  not  coDvinced  that   these  statements  are 
■trictly  Bccunte. 
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tually,  however,  the  widowed  Countess  of  Holland 
was  allowed  to  live  once  more  in  her  own  home  ; 
and  if  devotion  to  a  late  husband  can  be  proved 
by  opposition  to  his  enemies,  Lady  Holland  was  a 
devoted  widow,  for  she  encouraged  acting  in  Holland 
House  when  theatres  were  shut  by  the  Puritans. 

There  are  not  many  particulars  known  about  the 
history  of  the  drama  during  this  period ;  indeed, 
how  can  there  be  many  particulars  known  about 
that  of  which  suppression  is  the  chief  feature  ? 
According  to  Murphy,  one  may  reckon  four  estates 
in  England :  the  King,  the  Lords,  the  Commons, 
and — the  Theatres}  But,  according  to  the  Puritans, 
the  first  and  last  of  these  estates  were  superfluities  ; 
for  they  dispensed  with  the  King,  and  the  theatres 
they  suppressed.  Early  in  the  year  1647,  an  ordi- 
nance, mentioned  by  Cobbett,^  was  issued  to  the 
effect  that  "Whereas  the  acting  of  Stage  Plays,  In- 
terludes, and  common  Plays,  condemned  by  antient 
Heathens,  and  much  less  to  be  tolerated  amongst 
professors  of  the  Christian  Religion,  is  the  occasion 
of  many  and  sundry  great  vices  and  disorders,  .  .  . 
all  Stage  Players,  Players  of  Interludes,  and  common 
Players,  shall  be  taken  to  be  Rogues,  and  punishable 

*  Rogers's  Table  Talk. 

*  Parliamentary  History  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  846. 
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within  the  Statutes  of  the  :^9th  Eliz.  and  tht' 
7th  James,  .  .  ."  By  this  ordinaiieo,  also,  it  appears 
from  Cobbett,  that  the  Lord  Mayor  and  several  other 
functionaries  were  authorized  to  pull  down  all  stag** 
^^cUleries,  seats,  and  boxes  used  for  the  acting  of 
Stage  Plays  or  Interludes  within  their  several 
jurisdictions ;  all  such  common  players  and  actors 
were  to  be  proceeded  against  as  Rogues,  if  they 
still  persisted  to  act ;  and  each  convicted  spectator 
Wiis  to  be  fined  5s.  for  the  poor  of  the  parish.' 

But  notwithstanding  all  this,  it  would  seem  that  a 
dramatic  ghost  still  haunted  the  metropolis  and  its 
neighbourhood.  Once  in  the  winter  of  1648,  a  few 
surviving  histrionic  Royalists,  trying  to  act  privately, 
were  surprised  by  a  party  of  foot-soldiers  at  the 
Cockpit  when  they  were  jKirforming  the  tragedy  of 
"  The  Bloody  Brother,"  with  Lowin  as  Aubrey, 
Taylor  as  Rollo,  Pollard  as  the  cook,  Burt  as 
La-torch,  and  Hart  (probably)  as  Otto.  They  were 
carried  off  to  prison,  and  only  set  at  liberty  after 
I»eing  plundered  of  their  clothes.*'' 

Persecution,  therefore,  making  fine  attire  and 
theatrical  ornaments  dangerous,  players  were  excused 
for   a   want  of  such,  nnd   painted    cloth   became    a 

*  Parliamentary  History  of  England,  vol.  iii.  pp.  846-7. 
'  Geneete,  History  of  the  Stage.    Bath,  1832.    Vol.  i.  p.  23. 
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substitute   for   many  deficiencies.     In    Olivers  time, 
private  acting  went  on  as  it  had  done  at  the  time 
of  the  first  suppression,  three  or  four  miles  out  of 
town,  in  various  noblemen's  houses,  and  particularly 
at   Holland  House,   where   the    nobility  and  gentry 
used  to  get  subscriptions  for  the  players,  and  "  Alex- 
ander Goffc,  the  woman  actor  at  Black-friers  (who  had 
made  himself  known  to  persons  of  quality)  used  to  be 
the  jackall,  and  give  notice  of  time  and  place.  .  .  ."  ^ 
We  may  represent  somewhat  to  our  minds  eye  the 
state  of  things  alluded  to  in  an  old  book,  printed  in 
1673,  which,  as   set  forth  upon  the  title-page  in  a 
whimsical  arrangement  (that  we  do  not  attempt  to 
reproduce)  of  old   type,  is   called :    "  The  Wits,  or, 
Sport  upon   Sport.     Being  a   Curious   Collection   of 
several  Drols  and  Farces,  Presented  and  Shewn  for 
the   Merriment  and  Delight  of  Wise  Men,  and  the 
Ignorant :  As  they  have  been  sundry  times  Acted  in 
Publique,  and  Private,  in  London  at  Bartholomew,  in 
the  Countrey  at  other  Faires.     In  Halls  and  Taverns. 
On  several  Mountebancks  Stages,  at  Charing  Cross, 
Lincoln's-Inn-Fields,  and    other  plaees.      By  several 
Stroking     Players,    Fools,     and    Fidlers,    and    the 
Mountebancks    Zanies.     With    loud    Laughter,    and 

^  A  Select  Collection  of  Old  Plays.     Second  Edition,  with  notes 
hy  Isaac  Reed.     London,  1780.     Vol.  xii.     (llistoria  Histrionica.) 
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great  Applause.  Written  I  know  not  when,  by 
several  Persons,  I  know  not  wlio ;  but  now  newly 
Collected  by  your  Old  Friend  to  please  you,  Francis 
Kirkman."  We  can  somewhat  imagine  the  state 
of  things  when,  according  to  the  Preface,  "  the  pub- 
lique  Theatres  were  shut  t/^>,  and  the  Actors  for- 
hidden  to  present  us  with  any  of  their  Tragedies, 
because  we  had  enough  of  that  in  earnest ;  and 
Comedies,  becuuse  tJie  Vices  of  the  Age  were  too  lively 
and  smartly  represented;  .  .  /'  And  in  this  state  of 
things  we  can  imagine  various  authors  and  actors  de- 
lighting an  audience  by  stealth  at  Holland  House. 

The  dramatic  name  of  the  period  which  has  most 
impressed  us  is  that  of  Robert  Cox,  an  excellent  come- 
dian, who,  when  the  theatres  were  suppressed,  took 
to  making  drolls  or  farces,  and  got  them  performed 
under  the  sanction  of  rope-dancing  at  the  Red  Bull 
play-house,  and  in  country  towns  at  wakes  and  fairs. 
Talking  of  Cox,  Kirkman,  in  his  preface  to  the  afore- 
mentioned work,  says  :  *^  .  .  .  How  have  I  heard 
him  cryed  up  for  hi^  John  Swabber,  and  Simpleton 
the  Smith  ?  .  .  .  .  And  so  Naturally  did  he  Act 
the  Smiths  part,  that  being  at  a  Fair  in  a  Countrey 
Town,  and  that  Farce^  being  presented,  the  only 
Master  Smith   of  the   Town   came    to    him,  saying^ 

^  Kobert  Cox's  Actjeon  and  Diaua. 
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*  welly  although  your  FcUher  speaks  so  ill  of  yoUy 
yet  when  the  Fair  is  done^  if  you  will  come  and 
work  with  we,  /  ivill  give  you  twelve  pence  a  week 
more  than  I  give  any  other  Journey-man'  .  .  .  /' 
Certainly  it  would  have  been  difficult  for  the  more 
select  audience  of  Holland  House  to  pay  him  so 
delicate  a  tribute. 

It  is  not  the  business  of  these  pages  to  discuss 
Puritanism:  we  do  not  even  intend  to  take  a  royal 
licence,  and  say,  as  Charles  II.  did,  that  Presby- 
terianism  is  a  religion  not  fit  for  a  gentleman. 
But  there  is  food  for  reflection  in  the  report,  men- 
tioned by  Winstanley,^  that  "  Lingua,''^  representing 
a  contention  among  the  Five  Senses  for  a  crown,  being 
once  performed  at  Cambridge,  Cromwell  had  therein 
the  part  of  Tactus,  and  thence  imbibed  his  ambitious 
sentiments,  without  which  he  might  never  have 
been  in  a  position  to  suppress  the  stage.  If  we  were 
inclined  to  moralize,  we  could  take  two  chapters  from 
Cromwell's  life  :  his  acting,  and  his  actions ;  and, 
moralizing,  we  might  wish  he  had  not  deserted  the 
one  for  the  other. 

To  return  to   the   proprietors  of  Holland  House. 
Robert,   son    of    the    first    Earl    of    Holland,   who 

^  Lives  of  English  Poets.     London,  1G87. 
'^  Probably  written  by  Autbony  Brewer. 
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became  second  Earl  of  Holland,  and  afterwards, 
succeeding  his  cousin,  became,  in  1673,  fifth  Earl 
of  Warwick,  made  Holland  House  his  principal  resi- 
dence. Edward,  his  son  and  successor,  married 
Charlotte,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Middleton,  of 
Chirk  Castle,  and  she  was  the  Countess  of  Warwick 
who,  on  August  2nd,  1716,  married  Addison. 

She  had  been  a  widow  since  1701,  and  had  devoted 
herself  to  the  education  of  her  young  son,  the  Earl 
of  Warwick.  It  is  a  disputed  point  whether  or  not 
Addison  was  his  tutor,  but  it  is  no  disputed  point 
that  he  became  the  boy's  stepfather. 

Living  at  Chelsea,  he  was  a  country  neighbour, 
which  circumstance  naturally  facilitated  his  court- 
ship, while  Arcadian  accompaniments  may  have  graced 
it.  The  marriage  was  announced  in  "  The  Political 
State  of  Great  Britain,"  for  August,  1716,  as 
follows : — 

"  About  the  Beginning  of  August,  Joseph  Addison, 
Esq ;  famous  for  many  excellent  Works,  both  in 
Verse  and  Prose,  was  married  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able Charlotte,  Countess  of  Wai^ck,  Eelict  of  Ed- 
ivard  late  Earl  of  Wai^ick,  who  died  in  1701,  and 
Mother  to  the  present  Earl,  a  Minor." 

More  interesting,  though  less  matter  of  fact,  arc 
Kowe's  Stanzas  to  Lady  Warwick  on  Mr.  Addison's 
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going  to  Ireland.  In  the  course  of  the  piece  she  is 
called  "  Chloe''  and  he  "Lycidas."  But  we  will  only- 
give  our  readers  one  stanza,  the  fourth,  which  cer- 
tainly contains  good  advice  : — 

*^  And  since  his  Love  does  thine  alone  pursue, 
In  Arts  unpractis'd  and  unus'd  to  range ; 
I  charge  thee  be  by  his  Example  true, 
And  shun  thy  Sex's  Inclination,  Change." 

Johnson,  who  supposes — but  there  is  good  reason 
to  think  erroneously — that  Addison  wished  to  marry 
Lady  Warwick  from  the  first  moment  he  was  made 
known  to  the  family,  said  of  the  event : 

"This  year  (15'16)  he  married  the  Count<3ss 
Dowager  of  War^vick,  whom  he  had  solicited  by 
a  very  long  and  anxious  courtship,  perhaps  with 
l^ehaviour  not  very  unlike  that  of  Sir  Roger  to  his 
disdainful  widow ;  and  who,  T  am  afraid,  diverted 
herself  often  by  playing  with  his  passion.  .  .  . 
His  advances  at  first  were  certainly  timorous,  but 
grew  bolder  as  his  reputation  and  influence  in- 
creased ;  till  at  last  the  lady  was  persuaded  to 
marry  him,  on  terms  much  like  those  on  which  a 
Turkish  princess  is  espoused,  to  whom  the  Sultan 
is  reported  to  pronounce,  *  Daughter,  I  give  thee  this 
man  for  thy  slave.'  .  .  .  '*^ 

*  Lives  of  the  Poets.    (Addison.) 
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That  Addison  and  Lady  Warwick  did  not  lead 
a  very  comfortable  life  together  is  well  known, 
and  it  has  been  tersely  written  :  "  Holland  House, 
although  a  large  house,  could  not  contain  Mr. 
Addison,  the  Countess  of  Warwick,  and  one  guest, 
Peace."  It  is  probable  that  the  ill  terms  on  which 
they  lived  hastened  the  end  of  Addison,  who  died 
of  asthma  and  dropsy,  at  Holland  House,  on  the 
17th  of  June,  1719. 

It  must,  how^ever,  be  remembered  that  he  left  his 
fortune  at  the  disposal  of  Lady  Warwick,  which  we, 
like  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  consider  "a  proof  either 
that  they  lived  on  friendly  terms  or  that  he  was  too 
generous  to  remember  their  differences."^  At  any 
rate,  if  he  was  not  a  devoted  husband,  he  was  a  gallant 
man.  Swift  said  of  him  that  he  was  accustomed  to 
"  fair  sex  it,"  in  allusion  to  his  always  taking  into 
his  view  of  everything  the  mode  in  which  it  affected 
the  fair  sex. 

Addison  left  behind  him  a  daughter,  who  died 
unmarried  in  his  house  at  Bilton,  in  1797.  Although 
her  name  does  not  play  a  prominent  part  in  the 
history  of  Holland  House,  yet  as  she  was  Addison's 
daughtiT,  her  very  existence  is  interesting;  and 
although  her  story  is  not  an  uncommon  one,  a  men- 

'  Holland  House  MSS. 
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tion  of  it  here  may  not  be  misplaced.  Like  many 
another  poor  gentlewoman,  she  died  a  spinster,  and, 
like  many  another  poor  spinster,  she  was  one  against 
her  will ;  at  least,  we  infer  as  much  from  a  letter 
we  foimd  at  the  British  Museum,  signed  by  [Mrs.] 
J.  Corbet,  and  dated,  "  Burlington  Street,  May  y* 
first,  1739/'  Mr.  Kyet,  a  gentleman  of  embarrassed 
means,  was  an  aspirant  to  Miss  Addison's  hand  ; 
and    Mrs.    Corbet     says :    " .  .  .  .    I    doubt    Miss 

A 's   temper  will    either    give    her  self,   or  the 

Trustees,  or  both,  some  further  uneasiness,  for  I 
take  her  earnestness  for  this  match  to  proceed 
chiefly  from  her  desire  of  marrying,  she  every  day 

telling  me  that  Mr.  K 's  person  is  disagreeable 

to  her,  and  she  cannot  be  happy  but  with  a  Man 
whom  she  thinks  handsome  and  is  in  Love  with 
....  she  says  her  full  determination  is  to  let  y* 
Match  go  on,  and  if  upon  Mr.  Kyet's  visiting  her 
at  Bilton  she  cannot  get  rid  of  her  aversion  to 
his  person,  she  will  then  give  him  her  final 
denyal  .  .  .  ."^  What  a  pity  that  so  much  valour 
should  have  remained  unrewarded ;  what  a  pity 
that  so  much  similar  valour  in  the  present  day 
remains  unrewarded  still ! 

Macaulay,  in  a  touching  picture  of  Addison  on  his 

'  Egerton  MS.  No.  1974,  f.  135. 
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death-bed,  quotes  the  fact  that  he  sent  for  Gay,  and 
implored  his  forgiveness.  For  what  ?  Gay  could  only 
conjecture.  And  Dr.  Young,  on  Tickells  authority, 
has  related  how  Adclison  sent  for  the  youthful  Lord 
Warwick  to  his  bed-side  and  said,  **See  in  what 
peace  a  Christian  can  die!"^  And  Walpole  has 
written:  "unluckily,  he  died  of  brandy."*  But  we 
would  like  to  believe  Dr.  Young,  and  to  think  that 
the  youth  learnt  such  a  solemn  lesson ;  for  he  was 
early  called  upon  to  practise  it ;  he  died  in  1 72 1 . 
Justice  to  his  memory  should,  however,  make  us 
add  that  authorities  do  not  all  concur  in  thinking 
he  specially  needed  the  warning. 

His  cousin,  William  Edwardes,  inherited  the  estates 
of  the  Rich  family,^  and  was  raised  to  the  Irish  Peer- 
age, in  1776,  as  Baron  Kensington.  But  before  that 
date  Holland  House  passed  into  other  hands.  In 
1749  it  was  let  on  lease,  at  a  rent  of  182Z.  IGm.  9(/., 
to  Henry  Fox,  first  Lord  Holland,  who  bought  it 
in   1767. 

From  about  the  time  of  the  Restoration  until  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Holland  House 
appears  to  have  been  occasionally  let;  and  some  of 

*  Miss  Aikin's  Life  of  Addison.  London,  1843.  Vol.  ii.  chap.  xiv. 
'  Letter  to  George  Montagu,  May  16,  1759. 
'  Burke's  Peerage  and  Baronetage. 
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its  tenants  gave  as  much  lustre  to  it  as  did  some  of 
its  owners. 

First  in  interest,  probably,  comes  William  Penn, 
who,  according  to  a  MS.  by  Sir  James  Mackintosh 
in  Holland  House,  relates  of  himself  that,  during  his 
residence  here  in  James  H/s  reign,  he  could  scarcely 
make  his  way  down  the  front  steps  of  the  house, 
through  the  crowds  of  suitors  who  besought  him  to 
use  his  good  offices  with  the  King  for  their  advan- 
tage, and  probably  still  oftener  for  their  relief.^ 

Holland  House  had  previously  been  inhabited 
by  Sir  John  Chardin,  the  Persian  traveller.  His 
father  was  a  French  jeweller,  but  he  himself 
attained  to  a  high  literary  reputation.  He  verified 
the  influence  of  climate  upon  man,  and  was  the 
author  of  Le  Couronnement  de  SoUman  II.,  roi  de 
Perse,  et  ce  qui  s'est  passS  de  plus  miviorahle  dans 
les  deux  ^9rcmi^?'e5  Annies  de  son  Regne,  and  of 
the  Journal  du  Voyage  de  Chardin  en  Perse,  et  aux 
Indes  orientates,  x>ar  la  Mer  Noire  et  par  la  Colchide. 
His  style  was  admirably  simple.  Charles  II.  knighted 
him,  and  the  day  on  which  he  received  a  title  from 
the  king,  he  shared  it  with  a  wife.  We  do  not  know 
the  duration  of  his  occupancy  ;  but  it  must  have 
immediately  preceded  Penn's,  as   there  is   an   entry 

'  HoUand  IIouso  MSS. 
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in  the  Parish  Register  to  the  effect  that  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Chardin  and  Lady  Esther  his 
wife,  was  born  at  Holland  House  on  the  19  th  of 
September,  1685.  Sir  John  Chardin  died  at 
Turnham  Green,  Chiswick,  and  a  monument  was 
erected  to  his  memor}'-  in  Westminster  Abbey. 

Atterbury  the  zealous  Protestant,  Dean  of  West- 
minster, afterwards  Bishop  of  Rochester,  hiid  a  link 
with  Holland  House  through  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Morice,  who  inhabited  it  for  a  time  after  the  death 
of  Lord  Warwick.^  She  used  to  write  to  Atterbury 
from  Holland  House,  and  kept  a  room  for  him  there, 
which  it  does  not  seem  certain  he  ever  occupied.  But 
his  library,  we  know,  was  at  Holland  House.  Mrs. 
Morice  seems  to  have  been  a  devoted  daughter,  for 
when  Atterbury  was  sent  into  exile,  she,  like  Ruth, 
saying,  "Thy  people  shall  be  my  people,  and  thy 
God  my  God,"  followed  him.  At  Calais,  ascertaining 
that  Bolingbroke  had  just  arrived  there,  and  was 
preparing  to  embark  for  England,  he  exclaimed, 
"Then  I  am  exchanged!"*  Another  link  he  had 
with  Holland  House  :  as  Addison's  old  schoolfellow 
and   warm    friend,    to    him   was    awarded    the    sad 

'  Holland  House  MSS. 

'  Memoirs  and  Correspondence  of  Bishop  Atterbury,  by  Folke- 
stone Williams.     London,  1849.     Vol.  i.  chap.  xiv. 


1.]  SHIPPEN.     LECHMERE.  29 

privilege  of  performing  the  funeral  service  over  the 
great  man. 

And  we  must  not  forget  to  mention  Shippen, 
the  Jacobite  and  honest  man,  of  whom  Pope 
says — 

**  I  love  to  pour  out  all  myself,  as  plain, 

As  downright  SHIPPEN,  or  as  old  Montaigne  : 

In  them,  as  certain  to  be  loved  as  seen, 

The  soul  stood  forth,  nor  kept  a  thought  within ; "  ^ 

and  to  whom  Sir  Robert  Walpole  contributes,  if 
possible,  a  higher  meed  of  praise  by  asserting  that 
he  would  not  say  who  was  canrnpted,  but  he  would 
say  who  was  not  corruptible^  and  that  man  was 
Shippen. 

Lechmere,  the  eminent  Whig  lawyer,  afterwards 
Lord  Lechmere,  who,  by  a  curious  coincidence,  took 
a  part  in  the  proceedings  against  Sacheverell  and 
Atterbury,  also,  according  to  Sir  James  Mackintosh, 
inhabited  Holland  House. 

Leigh  Hunt  and  other  authors  mention  other 
names ;  and  there  is  doubtful  evidence  of  one  very 
illustrious  occupant.  According  to  the  MS.  of  Sir 
James  Mackintosh,  from  which  we  have  already  quoted, 
Van  Dyck  resided  at  Holland  House  for  about  two 
years,  where  he  probably  painted  the  fine  portraits  of 

Imitations  of  Horace. 
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the  Earls  of  Warwick  and  Holland  which  were,  at 
the  time  Mackintosh  wrote,  in  the  possession  of 
Lord  Breadalbane  at  Taymouth.  The  verification  of 
this  point  would  be  interesting,  not  only  in  the 
history  of  Holland  House,  but  also  in  that  of  Van 
Dyck ;  and  with,  we  fear,  great  trouble  to  friends 
and  even  strangers,  we  tried  to  verify  it  But  Car- 
penter, in  his  Life  of  Van  Dyck,  does  not  mention  the 
fact,  and  the  authorities  at  the  British  Museum  made 
energetic  but  fruitless  researches.  Meagre  support  to 
Sir  James  Mackintosh  was  to  be  found  in  Smith's 
Catalogue  raisonnS,  to  the  effect  that  the  portrait  of 
Henry  Rich,  Earl  of  Holland,  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  was  painted  at  Holland  House, 
about  the  year  1635  ;  and  we  hoped  to  find  some 
writing  on  the  canvas  itself.  The  picture,  by  kind  per- 
mission, was  taken  down,  and  examined  carefully  by  the 
Director  of  the  National  Portrait  Gallery,  Mr.  Scharf. 
But  all  to  no  purpose.  No  writing  was  to  be  found 
either  on  back  or  front.  We  may  assume,  if  we 
like,  that  Van  Dyck  was  received  as  an  honoured 
guest  at  Holland  House  while  he  painted  the  portrait. 
Otherwise,  we  must  leave  the  question  obscure  as  we 
found  it,  but  not  without  an  acknowledgment  to  all 
who  have  aided  us  in  our  vain  researches. 

Some  people  in  life  attribute  to  themselves  more 
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credit  for  wliat  they  might  have  beeu  thau  for  \vhnt 
they  are  ;  aud  invest  themselves  with  greater  gloiy 
by  hyixjthcsis  thau  they  wouUl  ever  havt-  gaiueil 
by  any  reality.  In  l(j89,  William  III.  came  to 
look  at  HoUand  House  with  a  view  to  makiug  it 
his  palace ;  but  he  preferred  the  liouse  of  the  Earl 
of  Nottingham.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Holiaud 
House  had  a  naiTow  escape  of  becoming  a  i-oyal 
residence,  but  it  probably  would  not  have  derived 
more  renown  from  such  a  circumstance  thau  it  has 
deserved   without  it. 


CHAPTER  II. 


.SIR    STEPHEN    FOX    AND    THE    FIliST    LORD    HOLLAND. 


The  portrait  hero  given  rejircsenta  the  founiler  of  the 
Fox  family,  Sir  Stepliuii  Fox,  father  of  the  first  Earl 
of  Ilfthestcr  and  of  the  first  Baron  Holland.  Stephen 
Fox,  who  was  born  in  l(r27,  is  said  to  have  belonged 
to  the  children's  choir  in  Salisbury  Ciatbedral  He 
was)  endowed,  even  in  his  youthful  days,  with  a 
certain  amount  of  that  inexplicable  i)ower  called 
charm,  wliich  attnu;ted  the  notice,  and  thus  gained 
him  the  protection,  of  Bishop  Duppa.  His  next 
patron  was  the  Earl  of  Northumberland's  brother, 
Henry,  Lord  Perey,  who  entertained  him  in  Paris 
after  the  battle  of  Worcester.  Lord  Percy  wjis  at 
that     time     Chamberlain     of     Charles's     household ; 
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and  through  him  Stephen  became  known  to  the 
exiled  king,  after  whom  be  named  one  of  his  sons, 
and  in  whose  service  he  discharged  various  financial 
and  confidential  commissions.  Indeed,  ho  was  the 
first  person  to  announce  the  death  of  Cromwell  to 
Charles  II.   Wc  take  the  following  from  the  "  Memoirs 


of  the  Life  of  Sir  Stephen    Fox,"  in  the  Greuville 
Libraiy  of  the  British  Museum  : — 

"...  Mr.  Fox  received  the  News  of  tliat  Monster's 
Deatli,  six  Hours  before  any  Express  reach'd  Brussels; 
and  while  the  King  was  playing  at  Tennis  with  the 
Archduke  LmpM,  Don  John,  and  other  Spanish 
Grandees,  he  very  dutifully  accosted  his  Majesty,  upon 
the  Knee,  with  the  grateful  Message;  und  hcg'd  leave 

VOL.  I.  11 
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to  caU  htm  really  King  of  Great  Britain,  &e.  since  he 
tliat  had  caits'd  him  to  be  only  Titularly  so,  was  no 
longer  to  he  number d  among  the  Living;  which  so 
ingratiated  him  afresh  with  that  Prince,  who  received 
him  with  an  Air  of  Pleasantry,  that  from  thenceforward 
he  was  admitted  into  the  King's  most  secret  Thoughts, 
and  was  advised  with  more  like  a  Privy  Counsellor, 
than  a  Servant  of  an  inferior  Rank." 

Slowly  and  surely,  Stephen  Fox  found  his  way 
into  royal  confidence.  On  the  settlement  of  the 
King's  household,  he  was  made  First  Clerk  of  the 
Green  Cloth ;  he  was  soon  afterwards  appointed 
Paymaster  to  two  newly  raised  regiments,  and 
soon  after  that  he  was  constituted  Paymaster- 
General  of  all  his  Majesty's  forces  in  England/ 
He  is  said  by  Evelyn,  in  whose  quaint  old  diary 
he  is  very  frequently  mentioned,  to  have  made 
a  great  fortune,  "  honestly  got  and  unenvied ;  which 
is  next  to  a  miracle."^  We  may  indeed  echo  the 
last  sentiment ;  next  to  a  miracle  it  certainly  is  for 
any  one  to  pass  unmolested  by  the  monster  Envy, 
on  to  any  eminence  whatsoever.  Be  it  fortune,  be  it 
intelligence,  be  it  virtue,  hardly  anything  is  high 
enough  to  be  above  Envy's  reach. 

*  Collins's  Peerage,  by  Sir  E.  Brydges.  London,  1812.  Vol.  iv, 
p.  531.  «  September  6th,  1680. 


IIJ  EVELYN'S    DIARY.  3 


r. 


The  fire-ordeal  of  a  good  heart,  as  well  as  of  true 
friendship,  is  prosperity ;  and  Stephen  seems  to  have 
passed  through  prosperity  unscathed,  Evelyn  remark- 
ing that  his  fortunes  had  not  changed  him,  for  he 
continued  to  be  "  as  humble  and  ready  to  do  a 
courtesy  as  ever  he  was."^ 

In  1665  he  was  knighted,  and  in  1679  constituted 
one  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury 
and  First  Commissioner  in  the  office  of  Master  of 
the  Horse.^  Evelyn  describing  him  says,  "  He  is 
generous,  and  lives  very  honourably,  of  a  sweet 
nature,  well-spoken,  well-bred,  and  is  so  highly  in 
his  Majesty's  esteem,  and  so  useful,  that  being  long 
since  made  a  knight,  he  is  also  advanced  to  be  one 
of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  and  has 
the  reversion  of  the  Cofferers  place  after  Harry 
Brouncker.  He  has  married  his  eldest  daughter  to 
my  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  gave  her  £12,000,  and 
restored  that  entangled  family  besides.  He  matched 
his  son  to  Mrs.  Trollop,  who  brings  with  her  (be- 
sides a  great  sum)  near,  if  not  altogether,  £2000 
per  annum.  Sir  Stephen's  lady  (an  excellent  woman) 
is  sister  to  Mr.  Whittle,  one  of  the  King's  chirurgeons. 

*  September  6th,  1680. 

*  Collins's  Peerage,  by  Sir  E.  Brydges.  London,  1812.  Vol.  iv, 
p.  533. 
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In  a  word,  never  was  man  more  fortunate  than  Sir 
Stephen  ;  he  is  a  handsome  person,  virtuous,  and 
very  religious."^ 

Evelyn,  from  the  many  entries  made  in  his  diary 
of  dining  with  Sir  Steplien,  must  have  been  a  constant 
frequenter  of  his  house  ;  but  the  following  particular 
entry  proved  that  he  was  also  a  confidential  friend  and 
trusted  adviser: — 1681,  May  I6th, — "Came  my  Lady 
Sunderland,  to  desire  that  I  would  propose  a  match  to 
Sir  Stephen  Fox  for  her  son,  Lord  Spencer,  to  marry 
Mrs.  Jane,  Sir  Stephen's  daughter.  I  excused  my- 
self all  I  was  able ;  for  the  truth  is,  I  was  afraid  he 
would  prove  an  extravagant  man  i  f<ir,  though  a  youth 
of  extraordinary  parts,  and  had  an  excellent  education 
to  render  him  a  worthy  man,  yet  his  early  inclinations 
to  extravagance  made  me  apprehensive,  that  I  should 
not  serve  Sir  Stephen  by  proposing  it,  like  a  friend ; 
this  being  now  his  only  daughter,  well  bred,  and  likely 
to  receive  a  large  share  of  her  father's  opulence.  .  .  . 
However,  so  earnest  and  importunate  was  the  Countess, 
that  I  did  mention  it  to  Sir  Stephen,  who  said  that  it 
was  too  great  an  honour,  that  his  daughter  was  very 
young  as  well  as  my  Lord,  and  he  was  resolved  never 
to  marry  her  without  the  parties'  mutual  liking  ;  with 
other  objections  which  I  neither  would  nor  could  con- 

1  September  6tb,  1680. 
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tradict.  He  desired  me  to  express  to  the  Countess  the 
great  sense  he  had  of  the  honour  done  him,  that  his 
daughter  and  her  son  were  too  young ;  that  he  would 
do  nothing  without  her  liking,  which  he  did  not 
think  her  capable  of  expressing  judiciously,  till  she 
was  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age,  of  which  she 
now  wanted  four  years,  and  that  I  would  put  it 
off  as  civilly  as  I  could." 

.But,  amidst  allusions  to  domestic  events,  which 
gain  their  interest  by  belonging  to  a  public  man,  we 
must  not  lose  sight  of  those  greater  actions  which 
made  him  such. 

He  was  one  of  the  earliest  projectors  of  Chelsea 
Hospital,  having  first  purchased  some  grounds  near 
the  old  college  at  Chelsea  which  had  escheated  to 
the  Crown  in  the  reign  of  King  James  L,  and  which 
tliat  monarch  intended  for  the  residence  and  main- 
tenance of  Protestant  divines.  But  the  following 
extracts  tell  their  tale  in  Evelyn's  own  words : — 

1()81,  Septemher  \ith. — "Dined  with  Sir  Stephen 
Fox,  who  proposed  to  me  the  purchasing  of  Chelsea 
College,  which  his  Majesty  had  sometime  since 
given  to  our  Society,  and  would  now  purchase  it 
again  to  build  an  hospital ;  or  infirmary  for  soldiers 
there,  in  which  he  desired  my  assistance  as  one  of 
the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society." 
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1 G8 1-2,  Jan uaty  27th, — ** This  evening,  Sir  Stephen 
Fox  acquainted  me  again  with  his  Majesty's  re- 
solution of  proceeding  in  the  erection  of  a  Royal 
Ho8i)ital  for  emerited  soldiers  on  that  spot  of  ground 
whicli  the  Royal  Society  had  sold  to  his  Majesty 
for  £1300,  and  that  he  would  settle  £5000  per 
annum  on  it,  and  build  to  the  value  of  £20,000, 
for  the  relief  and  reception  of  four  companies,  viz. 
400  men,  to  be  as  in  a  college,  or  monastery.  I  was 
therefore  desired  by  Sir  Stephen  (who  had  not  only 
tlui  whole  managing  of  this,  but  was,  as  I  perceived, 
himself  to  be  a  grand  benefactor,  as  well  it  became 
him  who  had  gotten  so  vast  an  estate  by  the  soldiers) 
to  {insist  him,  and  consult  what  method  to  cast  it  in, 
as  to  the  government '' 

It  was  thus  that  one  philanthropic  man  materially 
aided  in  founding  a  magnificent  institution,  which  has 
now  grown  into  a  monument  of  national  gratitude. 

The  reason  Sir  Stephen  assigned  for  his  labours 
in  this  work  was  that  he  could  not  bear  to  see  the 
common  soldiers,  wJio  liad  spent  tJieir  strength  in  our 
service,  to  beg  at  our  doors} 

Whatever  excuse  he  found  for  this  splendid  action, 
it   is   reasonable   to   suppose   that  he  was  generally 

*  Collins's  Peerage,  by  Sir  E.  Brydges.  London,  1812.  VoL  iv. 
p.  532. 
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inclined  to  do  good  towards  his  neighbours^  for 
Chelsea  Hospital  is  by  no  means  his  only  noble 
achievement.  He  founded  almshouses,  built  hospitals 
and  places  of  worship,  and  embai'ked  in  many  good 
works,  as  may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  Collins's 
Peerage.^  It  is  edifying  to  look  upon  a  pictui-e  of 
real  philanthropy,  especially  when,  as  in  the  case  of 
Sir  Stephen,  it  is  not  allowed  to  interfere  with  the 
dischai'ge  of  public  duties. 

Sir  Stephen's  political  career  extended  through 
several  reigns.  He  held  oflSce  under  Charles  H., 
James  H.,  William  HI.,  and  Queen  Anne.  He  was 
one  of  those  whom,  in  1692,  King  James  excepted 
by  name  from  his  proflFered  pardon.  He  sat  in 
several  Parliaments,  and,  notwithstanding  Court 
pressure,  voted  against  the  impeachment  of  the 
Earl  of  Clarendon.  He  died  in  1716  at  his  villa  at 
Chiswick.  Ninety  years  later,  his  grandson,  Charles 
James  Fox,  died  in  the  same  place. 

Sir  Stephen  was  twice  married,  and  left  nine 
sons  and  three  daughters.  We  may  here  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  when  he  married  his 
second  wife,  in  1703,  he  was  seventy -six  years 
old.  Two  of  the  children  by  this  marriage  were 
respectively  created   Earl    of    Ilchester    and    Baron 

»  By  Sir  E.  Brydges.     London,  1812.     Vol.  iv.  p.  532. 
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Holland.  The  latter  title  wa^  *:b:«een  bv  the  first 
Fox  proprietor  *j(  H'jUanJ  H'jiise.  which  will  account 
for  a  Baron  H»>lIanJ  app»taring  in  the  place  of  an 
Eiarl  of  Holland  without  any  relationship  existing 
between  the  families  of  Rich  and  Fox.  But  it  is 
a  curious  coincidence  that  upon  Sir  Stephen  Fox, 
who  had  nothing  to  do  with  Holland  House,  was  be- 
stowed one  of  the  bearings  of  the  Rich's — ^a  Jleiir 
de  Us  in  a  canton — '*.  ...  in  consideration  of  his 
good  and  faithful  services,^  Sir  Edward  Walker,  then 
Garter,  principal  King  of  arms,  by  his  Majesty's  com- 
mand, granted  to  him,  and  his  heirs,  an  honourable 
augmentation  to  his  arms  out  of  the  royal  ensigns 
and  devices,  viz.  in  a  canton  Azurey  a  Fleur  de  Lis^ 
Or ;  as  by  a  special  instrument,  under  his  hand  and 
seal,  appeareth,  dated  at  Brussels,  November  23^, 
1658."*  Perhaps,  indeed,  the  person  who  traced 
the  original  heraldic  employment  of  ermine  to  the 
coats  of  skins  given  by  the  Creator  to  our  first 
parents,  would  have  found  more  than  a  mere  coin- 
cidence in  this  fact. 

The  following   advice   from  Lady  Fox  (widow   of 

^  According  to  tradition,  it  appears  that  the  '^  good  and  faithful 
servicos  "  were  a  loan  of  ;£5,000/.,  which  was  never  repaid. 

'  Collinses  Peerage  of  England,  by  Sir  E.  Brydges.  London, 
1812.     Vol.   iv.  p.  r)30. 
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Sir  Stephen)   to  her  children  is  recorded  by  Henry 
Fox  in  a  quaintly  written  memorandum  : — 

Memorandum.^ 

My  dear  Mamma  died  on  y®  2l8t  of  February, 
1711  and  a  fortnight  afore  she  died,  calling  us  all 
about  her,  with  a  mild  air,  she  said  My  Dears  will 
ye  be  good  ?  I  am  now  a  going  to  leave  you,  and 
entreat  you  to  serve  and  be  constant  in  your  Duty 
towards  him.  Then  taking  oflF  all  that  mildness,  she 
assumed  a  more  than  ordinary  majestick  air,  and  direct- 
ing her  discourse  chiefly  to  my  Brother  said,  I  don't 
only  desire  you,  but  command  you  to  be  good,  serve 
God,  never  let  slip  the  least  opportunity  of  doing  any 
good  to  your  fellow  Creatures,  for  although  you  are 
l)less'd  with  a  good  Estate,  yet  never  carry  yourself 
haughtily  to,  or  think  yourself  above  others.  Don't 
be  a  Fop,  don't  be  a  Kake,  mind  on  your  name  Stephen 
Fox,  that  I  hope  will  keep  you  from  being  wicked. 
Think  on  your  name,  t'will  even  fly  in  your  face,  and 
say  did  your  father  do  so  ?  Think  on  all  his  virtues 
and  follow  y^.      Love   your   Brother  I  charge  you, 

^  Taken  from  a  copy,  at  Holland  House,  of  a  document  in  the 
possession  of  Lord  Ilchester. — In  quoting  from  old  books  or  MSS., 
we  have  generally  retained  the  eccentric  orthography  and  punctua- 
tion of  the  originals. 
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Stephen.  I  charge  you  all  love  one  another.  You 
have  Enemy's  enough  make  not  one  another  so.  You 
will  have  too  many  Stephen  that  will  flock  about 
you,  court  you  fawn  upon  you,  these  -are  your  worst 
Enem/s  take  care  of  y°*.  You  Harry  having  a 
less  fortune  won't  be  subject  to  so  many  temptations, 
but  \vithstand  those  you  have  when  you  grow  up, 
take  care  and  avoid  ill  company,  if  you  don't  you  are 
gone,  for  by  y*  many  young  Men  are  ruin'd,  firom 
thence  come  all  y*  vices  y*  Youth  is  apt  to  fall  into. 
Then  you'll  learn  to  swear,  to  drink  to  rake  about,  to 
game,  and  at  last  be  ruined  by  those,  you  unhappily 
think  your  Friends.  Don't  affect,  or  think  it  genteel 
or  a  pretty  thing  to  be  a  Rake,  for  if  you  are  wicked 
what  will  your  Estate  signifye,  you'd  be  the  most 
despicable  thing,  to  all  but  y*"  who  are  either  such 
Rogues  as  to  flatter  you  in  it,  or  so  vile  themselves 
as  to  approve  it.  Be  humble,  obliging  and  obey  your 
Trustees  and  tho'  they  may  have  failings  never  laugh 
at  them,  take  their  advice  in  everything,  mind  what 
they  say  to  you,  whilst  you  are  at  school,  tho'  you 
may  find  a  great  many  inconveniences  bear  with  y"*. 
W**  you  come  of  age  don't  be  conceited  or  self  suffi- 
cient, don't  think  yourself  above  advice,  for  y"*  you'd 
want  it  most.  If  as  I  believe  you  will  you  lodge 
with  Mr.  Fenn  submit  your  judgement  to  his,  obey 
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him.      Now  I  have   said   all   I  can  think   of  now. 

Let  me  only  tell  you  when  I  am  gone,  it  will  show 

your  Love  or  hate  to  me,   as  you  obey  or  disobey 

these  my  instructions. 

H.  Fox. 


Of  Stephen,  the  son  who  is  first  separately  ad- 
dressed in  the  foregoing  memorandum,  and  who 
subsequently  became  Earl  of  Ilchester,  we  need  not 
just  now  speak,  he  never  having  owned  the  house 
which  forms  the  subject  of  the  present  work,  and 
not  having  even  been  brought  up  in  it.  Our  con- 
cern is  with  his  younger  brother,  Henry,  ultimately 
Lord  Holland,  but  familiarly  known  in  those  days  as 
"  Harry  Fox."  He  was  the  first  of  his  name  who 
owned  Holland  House. 

Henry  Fox  was  bom  in  1705,  and  was  educated 
at  Eton  with  Pitt,  afterwards  Earl  of  Chatham.  In 
those  days,  as  in  these,  companionship  at  school  was 
often  a  prelude  to  rivalry  in  the  State ;  men  in  their 
boyhood  learning  together  how  to  outwit  each  other. 
Fox  and  Pitt  were  early  rivals ;  their  point  in 
common  was  their  classical  knowledge ;  everything 
else  was  a  point  in  contrast  But  the  most  peculiar 
feature  in  their  rivalry  is  that  it  descended  to  a 
later  generation. 


.  B  ^^»  *     -^m        '    '^•^^m^m 


in  "he  PuniAmt-!ir  -TumnontrtL  'o  3it*rr  .7Tine  15.  1741^ 
:if  ivorPflenr«ffi  T-jitLaor  imi  ji  17*o  ae  -ra*  made 
•  >ne  of  'he  Commi-n^iontjs  >f  riie  Ty^susarr.  la 
1 7H  h»*  n#icanie  .>^,'r^Tar^  ir  Wir,  and  we  mav 
here  menrlrm  zhnz  ie  ieiit  tht?  apmiiiQiient  until 
1 75^,  when  he  via  '•ucr!et^ied  bv  iib*  old  ^hool- 
fellow,   Pitt. 

An  interesting  epL30«le  in  his  pariiamentarr  caKer 
i«  hi«  violent  opposition  to  tiie  Marriage  Act  in  1753. 
'^The  Marriage  Aet  was  direi!tai  against  clandestine 
mairiageft,  and  Ffenry  Fox's  opposition  was  natural ; 
for,  ha^l  the  Arrfc  paaaed,  hia  own  marriage  would  have 
}>f!en  annulled. 

The  UuiU  of  drawing  the  Bill  had  fallen  to  Lord 
ffardwirke,  the  (Jhancellor;  and  Charles  Yorke,  his 
Hon  (we  learn  from  Horace  Walpole^),  blamed  the 
vicih'nee  of  Koxh  attacks  uj>on  Lord  Hardwicke, 
i^x<'l/nrninj(,  "  It  in  new  in  j)arliament,  it  is  new  in 

'  Moinnlrw  of  llio  IiimI  Tun  W^tim  of  (Icorgo  the  Second.    London, 
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politics,  it  is  new  in  ambition;"  ....  Fox  replied: 
*'  Is  it  new  in  Parliament  to  be  conscientious  ?  I 
hope  not !  Is  it  new  in  politics  ?  I  am  afraid  it 
is  !  Is  it  new  in  ambition  ?  it  certainly  is,  to  attack 
such  authority ! " 

Coxe^  says  that  in  the  course  of  his  harangue, 
he  held  up  a  copy  of  the  Bill,  in  which  he  had 
marked  the  alterations  with  red  ink ;  and  on  the 
observation  of  the  Attorney-General,  **  How  bloody 
it  looks ! "  he  retorted  :  **  Thou  canst  not  say  /  did 
it.  Look  what  a  rent  the  learned  Casca  made ; " 
(pointing  to  the  Attoniey-General).  "Through  this, 
the  well-beloved  Brutus  stabbed,"  (alluding  to  Mr. 
Pelbam). 

In  1755  Henry  Fox  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  being  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury.  But  they  disagreed,  and  Fox  asked 
the  King's  permission  to  resign,  which  he  was 
allowed  to  do.  There  had  been  considerable  dis- 
cussion as  to  Fox's  position.  The  following  letters 
show  that  it  was  not  intended  he  should  have  the 
actual  management  of  affairs  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  that  he  did  not  care  for  merely  nominal 
power. 

'  Memoirs  of  tlio  Pelham  Administration.  London,  1829. 
Vol.  ii.  p.  2GG. 
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Mr.  Fox   to    the    Duke  of   Newcastle,  March  the 
14th,  1754:'— 

"My  Lord  Duke, 

**As  Your  Grace  is  to  wait  upon  His  Majesty 
this  Morning,  I  must  lose  no  time  to  desire  Your 
Grace  would  not  Acquaint  the  King  that  I  have 
Accepted  of  the  Office  of  Secretary  of  State.  But 
if  His  Majesty  has  already  been  Acquainted  of  my 
Acceptance  of  it,  Your  Grace  will,  I  hope,  tell  His 
Majesty  that  I  purpose  with  the  Utmost  Submis- 
sion to  beg  His  Majesty's  Leave  to  decline  it. 

"  It  is  impossible  that  His  Majesty  could  think  of 
raising  me  to  so  exalted  a  Station  but  with  a  design 
that  I  should  with  and  Under  Your  Grace,  have  the 
Management  of  His  Affairs  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
This  was  the  whole  Tenor  of  Your  Grace's  Messages 
to  me  by  Lord  Hartington,  which  Your  Grace's 
Conferences  with  Lord  Hartington  and  me  Yester- 
day morning,  and  with  Lord  Hartington  last  night, 
have  totally  Contradicted.  Unable  therefore  to 
answer  what  I  dare  say  is  His  Majesty's  Expec- 
tations, (tho'  Your  Grace  has  frankly  declar'd  it 
not  to  be  Yours)  that  I  should  be  answerable  for 
His   Majesty's   Affairs   in   the   House   of   Commons, 

'  Holland  House  MSS. 
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I  beg  leave  to  Remain  where  I  am,  heartily  wishing 
Success  to  His  Majesty's  Affairs,  and  Contributing 
all  that  shall  be  in  the  Power  of  a  single  Man 
towards  it.  ..." 

[An  endorsement  on  the  foregoing  letter  states  that  Lord  ffartington 
saw  it  be/ore  it  tcentf  said  there  was  not  a  loord  too  much,  and 
that  he  would  justify  it  everywhere  ;  also  that  Mr.  Fox  asked  nothing, 
the  messages  and  promises  to  him  were  voluntary!] 

Letter  from  H.  Fox,  delivered  to  the  King  by 
Lord  Waldegrave,  Tuesday,  Dec.   10,   1754: — 

"  Sir, 

"  Infinitely  thankfuU  for  Your  Majesty's 
Command  received  by  L^  Waldegrave  to  explain 
myself  in  writing  ;  I  must  begin  by  humbly  asking 
Pardon  for  having  mistaken  Your  Majesty.  I  now 
understand  Your  Majesty  do's  not  intend  to  have 
any  Leader  in  the  House  of  Commons  and  I  re- 
ceive Your  Majesty's  Pleasure  on  this  head  with 
all  that  Duty  and  Submission  that  becomes  me. 
What  Your  Majesty  requires,  I  understand,  is  that 
on  all  occasions  as  well  not  relative  as  relative 
to  the  Army,  I  should  act  with  Spirit  in  support 
of  Your  Majesty's  Service  in  the  H.  of  Commons ; 
And,  Your  Majesty  bids  me  put  in  writing  what 
will  enable  me  to  obey  these  y'  Commands. 
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** Thinking  then  no  more  of  taking  the  Lead; 
but  of  obeying  Your  Majesty's  Commands  only,  I 
answer — That,  in  the  present  State  of  the  H.  of 
Commons,  I  desire  no  Change  of  Employment, 
no  pecuniary  Advantage,  l>ut  some  such  Mark 
only  of  Your  Majesty's  Favour  as  may  enable  mc 
to  speak  like  one  well  inform VI  and  honoured  with 
Your  Majesty's  Confidence  in  regard  to  the  Matters 
I  may  be  speaking  of.  This  then,  Sir,  is  what  I 
desire,  and  can  desire  for  no  other  purpose  than 
to  enable  me  to  attempt  what  You  command,  con- 
fining myself  to  Your  Majesty's  own  Views,  and 
to  the  very  manner  Your  Alajesty  shall  comman<l 
me  to  pursue  them  in. 

**  I  am,  &e.  &c.  &(»."* 

''JJecemf^r  \2th,  1754. 

**  It  is  the  King's  Pleasure,  that  Lord  Waldegrave 
should  acquaint  Mr.  Fox,  that  His  Majesty  is  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  condescend  to  His  Kequest  of 
being  admitted  into  His  Cabinet  Council :  But  that, 
in  order  to  avoid  future  DifHcidties,  and  Incon- 
veniences, His  Lordship  should  acquaint  Mr.  Fox, 
that  tliis  Advancement  to  the  Cabinet  Council,  is 
not  intended,  by  the  King,  in  the  least,  to  interfere 

Holland  House  MSS. 
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with,  or  derogate  from,  the  Priority,  belonging  to 
His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  in  the  House  of 
Commons ;  And  that  It  is  not  His  Majesty's  Inten- 
tion, to  confer  any  Power,  or  Confidence,  indepen- 
dent of  such  Ministers,  as  His  Majesty  shall  think 
fit  to  entrust  with  the  Conduct  of  His  Affairs."* 

Fox  gives  an  interesting  account  of  his  position 
after  his  resignation  in  the  following  letter  to  his 
friend  Peter  Colli nson  : — 

"Holland  House,  Nov.  24,  175G. 

''  Friend  Peter, 

"  I  certainly  did  not  resign  with  any  view  to 
make  confusion  and  disturbance,  and  very  gi*eat  People 
know  that  before  I  did  resign,  if  confusion  was  to  be 
the  consequence,  I  had  promised  to  go  on  one  sessions 
more  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  but  it  was  not 
thought  worth  while  to  ask  me,  nor  was  I  ever  ask'd. 
"  I  will  now  support  all  public  measures  and 
use  my  best  endeavours  to  procure  a  quiet  sessions. 
I  will  strenuously  defend  the  late  ministry,  even 
where  I  have  not  been  concerned  with  them.  And 
whatever  else  my  Enemies  may  say  they  shall  own 
I  am  an  honest  Man.  You  will  hear  it  complained 
of  that  I  chuse   an   honest   friend  of  mine,  agninst 

*  HoUand  House  M8S. 
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In  fact,  identity  loses  itself  in  repetition.  Without 
libelling  any  particular  names,  we  may  say  that 
public  accounts  in  those  days  were  kept  with  a  very 
slack  hand.  And,  supposing  Henry  Fox  was  singled 
out  as  a  worshipper  of  money,  it  may  have  been 
tor  the  sake  of  contrasting  him  with  Chatham,  who 
had  no  regard  for  it.  But  if  we  must  believe 
all  we  read,  avarice  was  not  Fox's  only  fault.  Lord 
Chesterfield  accuses  him  of  having  no  fixed  principles 
of  religion  or  morality,  and  of  being  imprudent  enough 
to  expose  this  deficiency  ;  which,  however,  may  not 
have  been  a  more  just  accusation  than  that  of 
avarice :  an  accusation  oddly  coupled  with  the  fact 
that  he  was  charitable! 

In  1764  Fox,  by  that  time  Lord  Holland,  went  to 
Paris,  where  he  fell  ill.  He  never  wholly  recovered ; 
and  friendship  consoled  itself  in  anticipation  for  his 
loss  by  speculating  upon  his  successor.  Gilly  Williams 
writes  to  George  Selwyn  on  Friday,  January  4,  1765  : 

**....  We  dine  to-morrow  at  Charles  Towns- 
hend's.  What  he  is  now  I  know  not,  but  the  last 
time  we  saw  him  he  had  no  acrimony  in  him,  but 
seemed  rather  looking  towards  the  Pay  Office,  which, 
I  suppose.  Lord  Holland  will  soon  quit,  either  by  a 
natural  or  political  death " ' 

^  J.  H.  Jesse  :  George  Selwyn  and  his  Contemporaries. 

£  2 
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On  resigning  the  Pay  Office,  wliicli  lie  was  forced 
to  do  by  the  Cirenville  Ministry/  he  went  abroad, 
spending  some  time  in  France  and  Italy,  and  re- 
turning to  England  in  1768,  where  his  health 
gradually  declined. 

As  a  public  man  he  was  exposed  to  enmit)',  but 
he  himself  was  a  true  friend.  If  suspected,  he  was 
at  least  unsuspicious.  And  here  we  can  give  him 
our  pity  as  well  as  our  admiration,  for,  like  many 
other  unsuspicious  people,  he  w^as  more  than  onco 
tiiken  in.  Witness,  for  instance,  his  so-cdled  friend 
Mr.  Rigby,  whose  conduct  elicited  from  Fox  a 
versified  rebuke,  in  the  sentiment  of  Caesars  Et  tu. 
Brute  ? 

*• .  .  .  Wliite-liver'd  Grenville,  and  self-loving  Gower 
Shall  never  cause  one  peevish  moment  more ; 
Kot  that  their  spite  required  I  should  repair 
To  southern  climates  and  a  warmer  air, 
Slight  was  the  pain  M^y  gave,  and  short  it's  date, 
I  found  I  could  not  both  despise  and  hate. 
But,  Rigby  what  did  I  for  thee  endure  1 
Thy  serpent*s  tooth  admitted  of  no  cure ; 
Lost  converse  never  thought  of  without  tears ! 
Lost  promised  hope  of  my  declining  years  !  .  .  ,  " 

{Lord  Holland  retwiiing  from  Itali^r) 


*  Russell's  Life  and  Times  of  C.  J.  Fox.     Vol.  i.  chap.  i. 
'  Small  collection  of  Poems  by  the  1st  Lord  Holland,  Holland 
House  Library. 
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He  had  his  poet's  corner  in  the  Annual  Register ; 
but  probably  his  poetical  excellence  lay  in  his  Vers 
de  Societe. 

Here  is  a  sample,  contained  in  a  letter  to  George 
Selwyn  from  Naples  on  the  17th  of  March,  1767  : — 

"  .  .  .  •  As  soon  as  I  read  the  news  of  Lord 
Carlisle's  anival  in  England,  the  Ode  in  Horace 
beginning  Lydkt,  die  per  ormnes,  came  into  my 
head.  I  send  you  my  imitation  of  it,  which  this 
post  carries  to  Lady  Sarah.  Pray  show  it  Mi. 
Walpole,  and,  with  Lord  Carlisle's  leave,  to  anybody. 
Indeed,  I  do  not  expect  compliments,  but  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  it,  for  consider  it  is  wrote  by  a  sick  old 
woman  neai'  her  grand  climacteric;  for  such  indeed 
is  your  faithful  and  forgotten  friend, 

"  Holland. 

"Imitation   of  an   Ode  in   Horace. 
"  *  Lydia,  die  per  omnes,'  «fcc. 

**  To  Lady  Sarah  Bunhury, 

I. 

"  Sally,  Sally,  don't  deny, 
But,  for  God's  sake,  tell  me  why 
You  liave  flirted  so,  to  spoil 
That  once  lively  youth,  Carlisle? 
He  used  to  mount  while  it  was  dark, 

Now  he  lies  in  bed  till  noon ; 
And  you  not  meeting  in  the  park, 

Thinks  that  he  got  up  too  soon. 
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II. 

"  Manly  exorcise  and  sport, 
Hunting  and  the  tennis-court, 
And  riding-school  no  more  divert: 
Newmarket  does,  for  there  you  ilirt ! 
But  why  does  he  no  longer  dream 

Of  yellow  Tyber  and  its  shore; 
Of  his  friend  Charleses  favourite  scheme, 

On  waking,  think  no  more  1 

III. 

"  Why  does  he  dislike  an  inn  ? 
Hate  post-chaises,  and  bogin 
To  think  'twill  be  enough  to  know 
His  way  from  Almack^s  to  Soho) 
Achilles  thus  kept  out  of  sight 

For  a  long  time ;   but  this  dear  boy 
(I^  Sally,  you  and  I  guess  right,) 

Will  never  get  to  Troy."  * 

That  lie  was  epigrammatic,  may  be  seen  by  some  of 
his  verses;  that  he  was  ready,  may  be  known  from 
some  of  his  extempore  prose.  An  answer  of  his  to 
Lord  Bute  is  admirable.  Lord  Bute  had  fixed  upon 
Fox  as  the  ablest  leader  he  could  find  to  defend 
the  Peace  of  Paris ;  and,  deserting  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  with  whom  he  was  then  connected. 
Fox  again  became  Secretary  of  State.  After  he  had 
stipulated  for  an  earldom  as  the  reward  of  his  suc- 
cess,   and    a    barony  only  was    given    him,    he   re- 

'  .1.  IE.  Jesse  :  George  Selwyn  and  his  Contemporaries. 


I  ]  HENRY   FOX'S   MARRIAGE. 


preached  Lord  Bute  for  such  a  breach  of  faith. 
"  It  was  only  a  pious  fraud,"  said  Lord  Bute.  Said 
Fox  :  "  I  perceive  the  fraud,  my  Lord,  but  not  the 
piety." ' 

According  to  Chesterfield,  Fox  wa.s,  as  a  del>ater, 
sins^ularlv  ineWant  and  even  disa<jreeable :  but  he 
had  wonderful  tact,  bv  which  he  could  discern  w^hen 
to  press  a  question,  and  when  to  yield  it.  !Mure 
than  tact,  however,  he  possessed  heart :  and  while 
his  genial  flow  of  animal  spirits  enlivened  his 
friends,  his  afiectionate  disjKisition  endeared  him  to 
his  familv. 

As  we  are  upon  the  subject  of  his  family,  some- 
tiling  should  be  said  alx^ut  his  marriage,  which 
was  probably  a  nine  clays'  wonder  to  the  world.  A 
mutual  love  existed  W-tween  him  and  I^dv  Caroline 
Lennox,  eldest  daughter  of  Charle«,  s^rcoud  Duke  of 
Eichmond.  Of  cour-ie.  his  addres.%s  were  rejected  by 
the  parents,  whose  virtuous  indigriation  we  ^^an  picture 
to  ourselves  being  vent^rd  in  "  Wiio  is  thi>,  Wany 
Fox  ?  "  How  the  fashionable  matron."^  rnujst  have  wlij4- 
pered  and  tittered  !     How  the  loungers  al^^ut  t/^wii 

'  Boaeell*8  life  mod  Time^  of  C.  J.  Fox.  Vol  i.  t'^*sk\K  u  - 
Walpole  (Hemoin  of  tLfr  i^ign  <J  ^»^jTj^  HL,  cfi^p.  %^*'%\.) 
and  Stanhope  (History  of  EngUzyl,  froib  th^  J'^sm:^  of  ^'ir*'M, 
chap.  xlL)  gire  the  Ujr  wk4  in  iHm^At  tL^  Mi&e  voTd*.  (/nt  ihitff- 
diice  it  under  somewhat  diflertnc  rlrci^cutAxy.^s. 
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must  liiivo  spc'ciilattHl  upon  the  reports  1  How  the 
worldly  gills  must  have  looked  on  and  wondered, 
lK»rlia]).s  with  a  secret  joy  at  the  prospect  of  getting 
rid  of  a  formidable  competitor!  And,  amidst  the 
disposal  of  them  by  the  public,  the  young  people, 
acting  upon  their  own  counsel,  were  secretly  married 
in   the  beginning  of   May   1744! 

Lady  Caroline's  father,  thinking,  perhaps  upon  the 
principle  of  that  simple  abstract  property  of  matter 
called  impenetrability,  that  a  desirable  suitor  might 
disi)lace  the  undesirable  one,  had  arranged  for  such 
an  one  to  l)e  formally  introduced  to  her ;  but  she, 
with  more  wilfulness  than  vanity,  took  a  step  to 
frustrate  the  intended  result  of  the  interview,  if  not 
to  frighten  her  father  entirely  out  of  trying  her  with 
it.  Before  the  hour  appointed,  she  had  cut  off  lier 
eyebrows  !  In  such  a  state  of  things,  half  a  loaf,  or 
even  a  far  larger  proportion  of  the  measure,  could 
scarcely  be  called  better  than  no  bread :  it  was 
more  desirable  for  her  not  to  be  seen  at  all,  than  to 
be  seen  short  of  eyebrows.  So  she  was  left  to 
herself;  and  she  utilized  her  solitude  to  facilitate 
her  elopement. 

According  to  the  custom  of  the  world,  the  announce- 
ment of  a  marriage  calls  forth  letters  of  congratulation. 
After  the   announcement  of  this  one,  however,  the 
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nolens  volens  father-in-law  became  the  recipient  of 
sundry  letters  of  condolence,  the  originals  of  which 
letters  are  at  Holland  House,  Foremost  in  interest, 
we  choose  one  from  Mr.  Pelham ; — 

"  Arlington  Street,  Tuesday,  8  o\loch 
[8^/i  May,  1744.] 

'*My  dear  Lord, 

"When   the   Duke   of  Newcastle  told  me  at 

the    House   of  Lords,   what  had   happened   in  your 

family,    I  w^as  as   much    surprised   and   concem'd  as 

the    nearest   friend    or   relation    you    have    in    the 

world,     I   could   not  let  you   go   into   the   country 

without   telling   you   so ;   Be  assured,   nothing  that 

belongs   to   me    shall    ever    countenance,    what  you 

so    justly    call    the    highest   disobedience.      I   have 

too  much  of  the  Father  not   to   feel   for  you,  and 

too  much  of  the  friend,  to  dwell  long  upon  a  subject 

that  must  give  you  the  greatest  uneasiness  for  whom, 

My   Dear   Lord   Duke,   no    one    can  have    a  more 

sincere     friendship    love     and    Regard    than    your  . 

faithfuU  and  affectionate 

"H.  Pelham." 

A  letter  from  Lord  Lincoln,  exculpating  his  sister 
and  himself  from  having  taken  any  part  in  the  affair, 
is  also  worthy  of  notice  : — 
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"  Whitehall,  May  12,  1744. 

"My  Lord, 

"  As  I  have  heard  with  y  greatest  uneasiness 
and    concern     imaginable,     y*     y'    Grace     and    my 
L^'  Dutchess  have  had  some  suspicion  of  my  sister 
and   myself   being   in   some   degree  concerned  in  y*" 
unhappy  affair  y^  has  hitely  happened ;  I  thought  it 
both  incumbent  upon  me  for  y®  regard  I  have  to  my 
own    character,  for  y*"  hopes  of  y*  continuance   of  y' 
Grace's  friendship  and  for  y*'  love  I  have  to  my  sist<?r, 
to  give  you  y^  trouble,  in  order  to  remove  any  mis- 
taken notions  y*  may  have  been  faLsly  and  villanously 
reported  to  y""  Grace.      What !   my  Lord,  cou'd  you 
have  so  much  as  a  thought,  couM  you  think  me  so 
forgetful  of  every  obligation  1  own  I  have  to  you, 
so  totally   abandoned,  as    to   break    through    all    y'^ 
ties  of  friendship  s  honour,  which  I  must  inevitably 
have  done,  had  I  in  any  ways  been  accessory  to  y* 
unfortunate  imprudent  marnage ;   it   hurts  me  more 
y"   I    can   express   to   have   y""   Duke   of   Richmond 
even    suspect  me,    I   must   suppose    (for  it  can   be 
nothing  else)  y*  my  intimacy  witli  ^Ir.  Fox  has  been 
y*'  occasion   of  my  being  suspected,  y*  I  have  been 
very   intimate    with    Mr.    Fox    my    Lord   is    most 
certainly  true,  that  he   has   talk'd  to  me  of  w*  all 
y**   world    saw    is   as  true,   and   y*   I  have  all  ways 
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advis'd  him  against  it  is  true  upon  my  word ;  but 
indeed  my  Lord,  I  can't  help  saying,  y*  he  has  given 
me  a  stronger  proof  of  his  friendship,  in  never  pro- 
posing anything  to  me,  which  he  knew  in  honour  I 
cou'd  not  comply  with,  y"  y*^  Grace  has,  in  thinking 
me  capable  of  doing,  what  he,  tho'  his  own  interest 
was  so  much  at  stake,  thought  me  incapable  of 
In  regard  to  my  sister  my  Lord,  she  has  assured  me 
over  and  over  y*  she  was  entirely  ignorant  of  y*" 
whole  transaction,  y*  Lady  Caroline  indeed  had  often 
talk'd  to  her  upon  y®  subject,  but  trusted  her  with 
nothinor,  and  never  so  much  as  ever  hinted  of  doiufi: 
anything  without  y'  Grace  and  my  L^  Dutchess's 
consent,  she  has  been  very  much  and  justly  concernd, 
at  L^  Caroline's  coming  immediately  to  her  when  she 
left  y'  Grace's  house,  for  fear  y*  such  a  step  as  y\ 
might  make  y'  Grace  imagine  y*  she  was  in  y*'  secret, 
when  in  her  own  conscience  she  knew  she  was  inno- 
cent :  y*  she  is  so,  I  do  believe  from  y*"  bottom  of  my 
heart,  that  I  am  so,  I  hope  y""  Grace  will  do  me  justice 
to  believe.  I  am  with  y®  greatest  truth  and  sincerity 
y""  Grace's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant 

**  Lincoln." 

And     there    is    a    letter    from    Lord     Ilchester, 
brother    of    the    delinquent,    also   exculpating   him- 
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self  from  having  taken  any  part  in  the  mar- 
riage ;  and,  thinking  he  has  not  said  enough, 
he  adds :  *'  What  I  say  of  myself  is  equally  true 
with  regard  to  Lady  Ilchester  ;  she  has  been  in 
no  consultations  nor  in  any  degree  privy  to  this 
affair,  pray  my  Lord  Duke,  assure  my  Lady  Duchess 
of  this  truth,  and  of  my  utmost  respects." 

It  is  the  old  story,  human  nature  trying  to 
shield  itself ;  and  if  La  Rochefoucauld  is  right  in 
saying  that  we  have  all  strength  enough  to  bear 
our  friends'  misfortunes,  the  friends  •  who  on  this 
occasion  hid  their  strength  beneath  the  cloak  of 
sympathy,  perhaps  added  hypocrisy  to  their  other 
characteristics.  In  fact,  the  collection  from  which 
we  have  quoted  coutiiins  much  food  for  the  satirist. 

Fortunately,  there  is  another  and  a  happier  side 
to  the  picture.  Charles  Hanbury  Wilhams  was  a 
wit,  a  statesman,  a  diplomatist.  But,  more  than 
all  that,  he  was  a  true  friend,  and  the  two  follow- 
ing letters  from  him  may  be  read  not  only  for  the 
amusement  they  afford,  but  also   for    the  heartiness 

they  show  : — 

"Wednesday,  [Mat/  9,  1744.] 

"  Ever  since  we  parted  I  have  thought  of  nothing 
but  you.  I  wish  you  and  Lady  Caroline  all  the 
happiness  Love  and  Friendship  have  to  give.      For 


II.]  CHARLES  HANBURY  WILLIAMS.  61 


believe  me,  Dear  Fox,  nobody,  but  Lady  Caroline 
can  love  you  better  than  I  do. 

"I  went  to  the  Opera  last  night.  And  from  the 
box  I  was  in  saw  the  news  of  your  match  run 
along  the  front  boxes  exactly  like  fire  in  a  train 
of  Gunpowder.  Dayrolle  set  fire  to  it  with  tears 
in  his  eyes.  And  I  must  do  Lady  Caroline 
Fitzroy  the  justice  to  say  she  look'd  the  most 
pleas'd  with  it  of  any  body — Turiio  tempus  erit. 

'*  The  Duke  of  Richmond  has  put  off  the  Ball 
that  was  to  have  been  there  to  night  and  He 
and  the  Duchess  go  this  morning  to  Goodwood. 
The  Rage  of  His  and  Her  Grace  is  very  high  and 
I  hear  intend  making  a  point  that  nobody  that 
visits  them  shou'd  visit  you.  And  I  know  that  he 
has  already  sent  to  Mr.  Pelham,  and  insisted  that 
neither  Miss  Pelham  nor  Lady  Lucy  Clinton  should 
see  L^  Caroline.  They  are  in  great  distress  at  this 
message,  at  this  unreasonable  message.  For  why 
should  Mr.  Pelham  chuse  his  Party  between  two 
people  he  loves  in  an  affair  in  which  He  can  be 
no  way  concernd. 

*'  I  could  tell  you  much  more.  They  are  very 
angry  with  the  D :  of  Marl :  and  me.  I  was  spoke 
to  about  it,  and  said,  whatever  I  had  done  was  in 
consequence  of  our  friendship  which  was  the  thing 
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ill  the  world  I  was  proudest  of.  And  that  nothing 
should  ever  make  me  repent  doing  what  you  desir'd 
me,  Because  you  cou'd  not  ask  me  to  do  any- 
thing wrong. 

"Horace  Walpole  came  up  into  the  Box  where 
I  was  at  the  Opera,  and  told  me  he  had  heard  the 
news  and  that  He  understood  twas  made  a  point  of 
by  the  D:  and  D*'  for  their  friends  not  to  visit 
you  and  that  therefore  he  dcsird  to  know  the  first 
moment  He  might  pay  his  compliments  to  L^ 
C-aroline  and  yourself  and  that  He  wou'd  do  it. 

*' Great  endeavours  are  us'd  to  make  Mr.  Pelham 
angry.  I  never  advise,  but  had  you  not  better  come 
to  town  for  an  hour  and  see  him.  I  find  Blood 
Eoyal  has  the  greatest  weight  against  your  match 
— I  send  this  By  Daniel — And  all  I  desire  is  to 
know  how  you  and  L^  Caroline  do.  And  whether 
you'd  have  me  write  whatever  I  hear.  I  am  t«3 
you  and  her, 

"  A  most  sincere  and  faithfuU  servant, 

''C.  Hanbury  Williams." 

[Afay  15,  1744.] 

**My  Dear  Fox, 

"Time  that  overcomes,  eats  up,  or  buries, 
all  things  Has  not  as  yet  made  the  least  impres- 
sion upon  the  Story  Of   the  Loves  of   Henry    Fox 
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and  Cai'oline.  It  still  lives  grows  and  flourishes 
under  the  Patronage  of  their  Graces  of  Newcastle 
and  Grafton,  and  Mr.  Pelham.  But  in  spite  of  them 
the  Town  grows  cool  and  will  take  the  tender 
Lovers'  parts. 

"L**  Carteret  diverts  himself  with  this.  He  says 
he  was  calVd  up  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to 
him  by  the  D:  of  Dorset,  as  he  was  going  thro' 
the  rooms  at  Kensington,  and  told  that  they  two 
were  talking  upon  this  most  unfortunate  affair,  and 
that  they  shou'd  make  no  secret  of  it  to  him,  that 
they  were  both  greatly  affected  with  it  Upon  this 
says  Carteret :  I  thought  our  fleets  or  our  armys  were 
beat,  or  ]\[on3  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the  French. 
At  last  it  came  out  that  Hany  Fox  was  married, 
which  I  knew  before.  This  says  He  was  the  Un- 
fortunate affair.  This  was  what  he  was  concernd 
about.  Two  people  to  neither  of  which  he  w^as  any 
relation  were  married  against  their  Parents'  consent. 
And  this  Man  is  Secretary  of  State ! 

"This  Story  L^  Carteret  told  L^  Orford  who  has 
told  it  everybody!  and  Winnington  also  scatters  it 
much.     There  is  not  a  soul  that  does  not  laugh  at  it. 

**  There  was  a  warm  dispute  about  it  at  White's 
two  days  ago  between  the  Dukes  of  Grafton  and 
Devonshire,  where   the    former  was    a    Tearing  the 
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whole    to   pieces,  and   the    latter   defending   it,  par- 
ticularly your  part  and  mine  in  it. 

*'  But  nobody  has  done  Lady  Caroline  more  jus- 
tice than  Miss  Pelham.  She  says  she  is  her  friend 
and  cant  give  her  up.  She  speaks  well  of  her  and 
you  to  those  that  dont  like  it.  Answers  all  their 
objections ;  and  particularly  upon  its  being  said  you 
was   no   Gentleman,  She   reply  *d   thus,  *  Upon   that 

*  head  I  will  appeal  to  the  company  whether  if  Lord 

*  Dchester  had  been  unmarried  and  had  otier'd  him- 

*  self  to  the  D :    of  R 's  daughter  the    D  :  and 

*  1>*  wou'd  not  have  jump'd  at  the  Match  and  How 

*  Mr.  Fox   comes  to  be  a  worse  Gentleman  than  L*^ 

*  Ilchester  I  cant  tell.' 

"  As  to  Dayrolles  I  can  get  nothing  out  of  Lincoln 
but  that  he  is  extremely  concerned  and  wears  a 
Countenance  more  of  Sorrow  than  of  anger,  and 
hopes  and  wishes  things  may  be  made  up. 

"  The  Duke  of  Marlbro'  still  continues  to  be 
violently  attacked  and  the  King  violently  angry.  I 
wish  when  you  come  to  town  on  Thursday  morning 
you  wou'd  come  a  little  earlier  than  you  intended  and 
call  here  for  half  an  hour  before  you  see  Mr.  Pelham. 

"  Tis  incredible  how  full  Mr.  Pelham  still  continues 
to  be  of  this  affair.  He  was  at  Lord  Orford's  to  talk 
it  all  over  again   to  a  very  inattentive  Hearer,  He 
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talked  with  great  warmth  and  the  Other  Listened 
with  great  coldness  and  cant  comprehend  that  this 
nation  is  undone  because  Lady  Caroline  Lenox  is 
married  to  Mr.  Fox,  but  Mr.  Pelham  was  so  full 
of  it  that  coming  out  of  Lord  Orford's  Eoom  he 
met  Lady  Mary  and  took  her  by  the  hand  and 
cry'd  out  (as  if  he  was  never  to  have  seen  her 
again)  God  bless  you  child  God  preserve  you.  I 
suppose  he  meant  from  Harry  Legge.  Now  as 
Winnington  says  what  is  all  this  ? 

"  I  forgot  to  say  that  among  other  things  Miss 
Pelham  said  at  the  end  of  her  discourse  I  am  now 
in  other  Peoples  power  and  must  obey  them  but  1 
shall  soon  be  my  own  mistress  and  then  Fll  please 
myself. — 'T would  have  been  injustice  to  have  left 
this  out.  I  am  glad  she  said  it,  and  I  think  Lady 
Caroline  will  be  glad  to  hear  it,— -and  that  I  shall 
be   more   glad  of. 

**  I  have  no  mind  to  begin  another  sheet,  but 
promise  you  I  wont  say  much  more,  and  should 
not  write  on  If  twas  not  to  tell  you  that  after  two 
days  carefull  intuition  and  observation,  I  do  think, 
If  happiness  Is  a  blessing  on  Earth  you  have  made 
a  very  prudent  Choice  I  repeat  it  again  in  defiance 
of  all  the  World  a  very  prudent  Choice.  And  again 
— I  say  Lady  Caroline  has  more  Propriety  about  her 

VOL.    I.  F 
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than  any  Woman  1  ev(3r  saw,  I  have  read  as  a  Maxim 
somewhere  that  Every  Man  has  just  as  much  Vanity 
as  He  wants  of  understanding.  I  would  subjoin 
another  to  it  of  the  Females,  and  Say  Every  Woman 
has  just  as  much  affectation  as  She  wants  of  Pro- 
priety. Your  Good  rense  and  your  Good  nature  (its 
true)  will  be  well  employd  for  life.  You  have  the 
properest  object  for  'em  in  your  arms  who  had 
Sense  enough  to  distinguish  your  merit  and  Love 
enough  to  prcfferr  it  to  all  things  and  all  people. 
I  am  so  sati.sfy'd  (and  l^elieve  and  dont  think  me 
impertinent  when  I  say  I  thouglit  myself  much 
concernd  in  your  marriage)  .... 

**  I  beg  once  more  I  may  see  you  before  you 
see  Mr.   Pelham,  tis  necesstiry  for  us  both.  .  .  ." 

We  may  conclude  that  whatever  steps  Henr}'  Fox 
took  in  the  matter  last  referred  to,  they  were  right 
steps.  For  ]\Ir.  Pelham,  who  according  to  MSS. 
in  Holland  House  had  in  1743  addressed  him  as 
*'Dear  S',"  and  "Dear  Fox,"  before  the  end  of 
1744   calls  him   "Dear  Harry." 

"Claremont,  Sfpt.  1m1  [1744]. 

''Dear  Harry, 

**  You    should    not     have     had    the    trouble 
of  a   second   letter,    if   I   had  received  your  former, 
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time  enough  to  have  answerd  it  by  y*  post,  but 
in  reality  I  had  not  that,  which  you  directed 
to  London,  above  an  hour  before  the  hast, 
which  I  receivd  by  a  messenger.  I  am  always 
glad  to  hear  you  arc  happy,  tlio'  idle,  a  quality 
I  can  never  disapprove-  of,  it  being  so  agreeable 
to  my  own  nature.  I  heartily  wish  you  good 
sport  and  entertainment  att  Lord  Ilch ester's,  to 
whom  I  desire  my  best  respects,  and  for  whom  I 
have  a  most  sincere  recjard.  Now :  I  will  own  to 
you,  I  was  a  little  surprised  at  neither  seeing  you 
the  day  we  adjourned,  nor  the  day  we  met,  and 
as  our  Brothers  Compton  and  Gybbon  were  also 
absent,  it  had  not  a  clear  look,  but  that  is  over, 
and  they  will  both  be  in  town  the  next  February 
day,  I  am  in  too  great  a  hurry  here  to  discharge 
my  political  budget,  you  will  see  Winningtoii,  who 
will  tell  you  all  I  know,  and  pretty  much  what  I 
think,  for  I  have  been  frank  enough  to  him,  I  hope 
he  will  tell  you  also  all  he  knows,  a  to  what  he 
thinks,  I  am  not  sure  he  can,  but  upon  the  whole, 
he  talks  well  to  me,  I  suppose  he  does  so  to  others, 
for  he  has  many  opportunitys.     I  will  detain  you  no 

longer    but    to    tell    you     your    friend    L s 

well,  he  pretends  to  be  much  in  haste,  I  hope  he 
wont  be   oveii:aken,  but  probably   by  the  time  you 

F  2 
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come   to    London,   be  will   be   in   Vinculis.      1  am, 

Dear   Harry    your    most    aflectionate    and    faitlifull 

servt, 

^*H.  Pelham/' 

As  for  Lady  C-arolinc  s  parents,  they  did  at  last 
what  they  ought  to  have  done  at  fii*st :  forgave. 
But  they  only  did  it  in  1748,  after  the  birth  of 
Stephen,  Lady  Caroline's  eldest  son. 

A  letter  to  Lady  Caroline,  signed  by  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  Richmond,  may  not  unworthily  close 
the  little  romance.  In  spite  of  its  sternness,  it  has 
a  touching  pathos  ;  and  a  quaint  freshness  in  spite 
of  its  old-fashioned  guise  : — 

"Whitehall,  Safurdm/,  26  March  [1748]. 

"My  Dear  Caroline, 

"Altho'  the  siime  reason  for  my  displeasure 
with  you,  exists  now,  as  much,  as  it  did  the 
day  you  offended  me,  and  that  the  forgiving  you 
is  a  bad  example  to  my  other  Children,  yett  they 
are  so  young,  that  was  I  to  stay  till  they  were 
setled  the  consequence  might  in  all  likelyhood  be 
that  wee  should  never  see  you  so  long  as  wee  lived, 
which  thoughts  our  hearts  could  not  bear.  So  the 
conflict  between  reason  and  nature  is  over,  and  the 
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tenderness  of  parents  has  gott  the  better,  and  your 
Dear  Mother  and  I  have  determin'd  to  see  and 
forgive  both  you  and  Mr.  Fox.  This  change  is  not 
sudden,  but  has  been  long  growing  in  her  breast 
and  myne.  And  I  must  fairly  own  to  you,  she  con- 
quer'd  her  resentment  sooner  than  I  could  myne,  for 
tis  not  easy  to  bring  oneself  to  forgive  the  almost 
greatest  injury  that  could  have  been  done  to  one, 
however  love  for  a  child  may  bring  that  to  bear 
which  nothing  else  can.  I  dont  mean  by  this  that 
I  have  any  more  difficulty  in  forgiving  Mr.  Fox, 
for  in  your  situation  I  must  forgive  both,  or 
neither,  butt  I  mean  that  this  proof  of  our  affec- 
tion t-o  you  two,  should  never  bring  us  into  any 
connection  with  those  base  vile  people  that  have 
been  the  abettors  of  your  undutifuUness  to  us.  For 
I  shall  ever  look  upon  them  in  the  most  despi- 
cable light,  and  make  no  more  secret  now  than  I 
have  heretofore  of  my  thoughts  upon  them.  I  must 
now  tell  you  that  since  your  offence,  the  Decency 
of  your  behaviour,  and  Mr.  Fox's,  has  in  generall 
pleas'd  us,  and  particularly  in  not  employing 
medling  and  officious  people  that  have  nothing  to 
do  in  our  familly  affairs,  to  intercede  for  you.  Yett 
I  believe  you  have  attempted  two  ways  neither  of 
them  do  I  blame  you  for.      One  was  by  my  Lady 
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Dowager  Cadogan,  who  is  the  only  person  living,  I 
allow  to  have  the  least  pretence  of  authority  over  us  in 
familly  concerns.  Notwithstanding  which  /  would 
not  at  first  listen  to  what  she  very  earnestly  asked 
of  us  in  your  favour.  I  own  the  highest  respect 
and  even  duty  to  her  is  due  from  me,  butt  I  could 
not  thinke  she  had  any  more  right  to  tell  me 
how  far  I  was  to  carry  my  resentment  to  my  chil- 
dren, than  I  should  have  to  tell  Mr.  Fox  how  he 
should  behave  in  the  like  circumstances  to  his,  which 
I  should  never  thinke  I  had  the  least  right  to  do. 
However  I  am  very  far  from  blameing  you  as  I  have 
already  say'd  for  trying  to  be  reconciled  to  us  by 
her  means,  as  it  was  the  most  decent  as  well  as  the 
most  likely  way  to  succeed^  and  your  Dear  mother  s 
duty  and  love  to  my  Lady  C^adogan  was  constantly 
the  first  and  strongest  argument  that  work'd  upon 
her,  and  made  her  wish  to  oblige  her  Mother  in  a 
thing  she  had  so  much  at  heart,  and  only  waited 
for  my  aprobation  of  it.  Butt  T  shall  now  plainly 
tell  you  that  the  other  way  that  was  attempted 
instead  of  bringing  on  the  reconciliation  very  much 
retarded  it,  from  the  manner  twas  done  in,  and 
the  arguments  used  upon  it.  I  own  it  raised  in- 
dignation, and  entirely  stifled  the  inclination  I  then 
had  to  forgive.  And  this  from  two  people  as  near,  and 
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at  least  as  dear  to  me  as  yourself.  I  mean  ray 
Lord  and  Lady  Kildare/  who  irtstead  of  makeing 
entreatys,  were  pleas'd  to  tell  your  mother  that 
wee  ought  to  forgive  you,  and  were  blamed  by  the 
world,  and  by  themselves  for  not  doing  it,  which 
was  a  language  I  would  hear  from  nobody,  and 
indeed  when  they  saw  how  it  was  received,  they 
did  not  thinke  fitt  to  repeat  it.  And  I  assure  you 
my  reconcilement  to  you  has  been  defer'd  upon  this 
account,  for  I  will  have  both  them  and  yourselves 
know  that  it  proceeds  from  the  tenderness  arising 
in  our  own  breasts  for  you,  and  not  from  their  mis- 
judged aplication.  And  if  you  My  Dear  Caroline, 
and  Mr.  Fox  look  upon  it  as  an  obligation,  tis  to 
your  Mother  and  me,  and  in  some  degree  to  my 
Lady  Cadogan,  but  to  no  mortall  else  that  you  owe 
it.  One  thing  more  of  the  greatest  consequence  to 
the  future  hapiness  of  my  familly  I  must  mention 
and  recomend  to  you,  which  is  that  I  trust  to  Mr. 
Fox's  honor,  probity,  and  good  sense,  as  well  as  to 
yours,  that  your  conversation  ever  hereafter  with 
any  of  my  children  espetially  with  my  dear  March 
may  be  such  as  not  to  lead  them  to  thinke  children 
independent  of  their  parents.  Wee  long  to  see  your 
dear  inocent  Child,  and  that  has  not  a  little  contri- 

^  Till*  Duke  of  Kicbmoiid*8  son-in-law  and  daughter. 
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buted  to  our  present  tenderness  for  you.  I  chose 
to  write  this  long'  letter  that  you  might  be  fully 
inform'd  of  my  mind  before  I  saw  you,  and  that 
when  wee  have  that  pleasure  there  may  not  be  any 
talke  or  Altercation  whatever  upon  past  events, 
which  would  be  infinitely  disagreeable  to  us  all, 
instead  of  which,  when  wee  meet  let  our  affection 
be  mutual,  and  you  may  be  sure  that  our  seeing 
you  is  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  ours.  So  My 
Dear  child,  You  and  Mr.  Fox  may  come  here  at 
the  time  that  shall  be  setled  by  yourselves  with 
my  Lord  Ilchester,  and  be  both  )*eceived  in  the 
arms  of  an  affectionate  father  and  mother. 

"  Richmond  ;  &c. 
'•Sa:  Richmond  &r." 

At  any  rate,  the  rebellious  daughter  was  not  a 
resentful  one.  After  the  death  of  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Richmond,  she,  with  what  we  would  call 
filial  piety,  acted  like  a  second  mother  to  her  fourth 
sister,  the  beautiful  Lady  Sarah  Lennox ;  and  it  was 
at  Holland  House  that  her  youngest  sister.  Lady 
Cecilia  Lennox,  died  of  consumption. 

Lady  Caroline  Fox  was  created  Baroness  Holland 
in  1762,  and  in  1763  Mr.  Fox  was  raised  to  the 
peerage  as  Baron   Holland,   of    Foxley,   Wilts.      His 
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wish  to  be  made  a  peer  is  expressed  in  a  letter 
to  George  SelwyD,  written  from  Aubigny,  and  dated 
October  5,  1763: — ".  .  .  I  sent  Betty  a  present  by 
Lord  Bateman,  which  he  tells  me  she  received  very 
graciously  indeed.  She  advised  me  against  going  into 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  so  did  you ;  and  very 
wisely,  if  I  retained  any  further  views  of  ambi- 
tion. But  it  was  to  cut  up  that  by  the  root,  and 
with  that  intention,  and,  after  deliberation  with  that 
intention,  that-  I  did  it ;  and  Lady  Caroline  and  I 
find  great  reason  now  to  be  glad  that  it  was 
doDC.   ..."  * 

It  may  be  as  well  to  explain  that  the  "  Betty " 
Lord  Holland  here  speaks  of  was  Lady  Elizabeth 
Howard,  sister  of  the  Earl  of  Carlisle. 

The  true  love  of  Lord  Holland  and  his  wife,  con- 
ducted in  a  somewhat  unusual  way,  was  prolonged 
to  a  somewhat  unusual  length :  Lord  Holland  died 
at  Holland  House,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1774, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  and  his  widow  only 
survived  him  twenty-three  days.  She  was  bom 
in  1723. 

Lord  Holland's  dying  injunction  about  Selwyn — 
**  If  Mr.  Selwyn  calls  again,  let  him  in ;  if  I  am 
alive,  I  shall   be  very  glad    to    see  him,  and   if  I 

^  J.  H.  Jeese  :  George  Selwyn  and  his  Contemporaries. 


74  HOLLAND    HOUSE.  [CH. 


am  dead,  he  will  be  very  glad  to  see  me,"^  is  as 
authentic  as  it  is  widely  spread.  And  it  certainly 
is  not  his  only  acknowledgment  of  Selwyn's  mortuary 
tastes^  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  at  the  end 
of  a  letter  addressed  to  his  witty  friend  from  Lyons 
on  the  2nd  of  May,  1770  : — 

"...  Yorke  was  very  ugly  whilst  he  lived ;  how 
did  he  look  when  he  was  dead  ?     Yours  ever, 

"  Holland."  - 

But  having  mentioned  the  name  of  George  Selwyn 
more  than  once  during  the  course  of  this  chapter,  we 
must  dedicate  a  few  lines  especially  to  himself — to 
the  George  Selwyn  who  formed  a  link  in  the  chain  of 
wits  beginning  from  the  days  of  Charles  II.,  and  who, 
according  to  the  wits  of  the  day,  was  Receiver- 
General  of  waif  and  stray  jokes. 

Like  many  another  clever  man  he  sparkled  with 
contradictions,  for  while  on  the  one  hand  he  was 
curiously  interested  in  the  details  of  human  suffering, 
fond  of  executions,  corpses,  and  coflSns  ;  on  the  other, 
he  was  sociable,  good-humoured,  kind-hearted,  and 
passionately  fond  of  children.  But  his  genial  charac- 
teristics have  been  rather  overlooked  in  favour  of  his 

'  Rassell's  Life  and  Times  of  C.  J.  Fox.     Vol.  i.  chap.  i. 
'  J.  H.  JeBse  :  George  Selwyn  and  his  Contemporaries. 
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morbid  propensities,  and  some  of  his  wittiest  sayings 
transmitted  to  the  public  testify  to  the  less  pleasant 
side  of  his  nature.  Walpole  says  :  **  George  never 
thinks  but  d  la  tSte  tranchie:  he  came  to  town 
t'other  day  to  have  a  tooth  drawn,  and  told  the 
mau  that  he  would  drop  his  handkerchief  for  the 
signal.' 

Being  bantered  by  some  ladies  on  his  want  of 
feeling  in  attending  to  see  Lord  Lovat's  head  cut  oflf, 
he  said :  "  Why !  I  made  amends  by  going  to  the 
undertaker's  to  see  it  sewn  on  again.  "^  A  great  deal 
of  the  eflfect  of  his  wit  was  owing  to  the  gravity  with 
which  he  expressed  it.  His  wit,  however,  formed  part 
and  parcel  of  himself,  sometimes  too  much  so  :  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  Hertford  College,  Oxford,  for  an 
irreverend  jest.  But  he  died  penitent,  and,  during 
his  last  illness,  at  his  own  request  the  Bible  was 
frequently  read   to  him.^ 

Selwyn  held  various  subordinate  offices,  but  in 
the  annals  of  his  country  he  may  chiefly  be  remem- 
bered as  having  sat  in  Parliament  for  nearly  half 
a  century,  representing  the  city  of  Gloucester  for 
more  than  thirty  years ;  while  in  the  social  history 
of  his  times,  he  is  biographically  interesting  as  having 

'  J.  H.  Jesse :  George  Selwyn  and  his  Contemporaries. 
«  Ibid.  '  Ibid. 
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introduced  Madame  du  Deflfand  to  Horace  Walpole. 
In  these  pages,  he  must  appear  as  the  friend  of 
Lord  Holland — Lord  Holland  who,  even  when  he 
retired  from  political  life  and  asserted  that  he  no 
longer  took  an  interest  in  the  political  vicissitudes 
of  the  day,  still  seemed  to  care  for  news  from 
Selwyn;  which  will  be  found  proved  in  his  own 
words : — 

^^  August  1,  1766. 

Dear  Selwyn, 

"  What,  no  letter  from  you  ?  This  serves  only  to 
tell  you,  that  within  these  two  or  three  days  whatever 
youll  send  to  my  house  in  town  will  be  brought  here 
by  express.     Adieu ! 

*'  Yours  ever, 

'*  Holland."' 


"Nice,  March  16M,  1768. 

"...  .1  call  your  longer  letter  a  most  entertain- 
ing, your  shorter  a  most  kind  letter,  and  most  heartily 
thank  you  for  both.  Do  not  put  your  writing  upon 
*  if  you  find  anything  worth  communicating ;  but 
be  assured  that  to  see  your  handwriting  (though  it 
is  by  no  means  good)  gives  me  great  pleasure,  and 

^  J.  H.  Jesse  :    George  Selwyn  and  his  Contemporaries. 
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obliges  me ;  and  I  have  met  with  too  much  ingrati- 
tude to  be  ungrateful  myself.  Because  T  am  not  so, 
I  again  beg  to  hear  fix)m  you  some,  and  T  hope  good, 
news  of  Lady  Townshend.    .    .    ."  ^ 

In  closing  our  notice  of  the  first  Lord  Holland  we 
borrow  from  Coxe  what  seems  an  impartial  account  of 
his  character : — "  He  was  equally  a  man  of  pleasure 
and  business,  formed  for  social  and  convivial  inter- 
course ;  of  an  unruffled  temper  and  frank  disposition. 
No   statesman  acquired  more   adherents,  not  merely 
from  political  motives,  but  swayed  by  his  agreeable 
manners,  and  attached  to  him  from  personal  friend- 
ship, which    he  fully   merited  by   his   zeal  in  pro- 
moting their  interests.       He  is  justly  characterized, 
even  by  Lord  Chesterfield,  *  as  having  no  fi^ed  prin- 
ciples of  religion  or  morality,  and  as  too  unwary  in 
ridiculing  and  exposing  them/     As  a  parliamentary 
orator,  he  was  occasionally  hesitating  and  perplexed; 
but,  when  warmed  with  his  subject,  he  spoke  with 
an   animation   and   rapidity    which    appeared    more 
striking  from  his   former   hesitation.      His   speeches 
were  not  crowded  with   flowers  of  rhetoric,  or  dis- 
tinguished by  brilliancy  of  diction*;  but  were  replete 
with   sterling  sense  and   sound  argument.     He  was 

^  J.  H.  Jesse  :   George  Selwyn  and  his  Contemporaries. 
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quick  in  reply,  keen  in  repartee,  and  skilful  in 
discerning  the  temper  of  the  house.  He  wrote 
without  eflfort  or  aflFectation ;  his  public  despatches 
were  manly  and  perspicuous,  and  his  private  letters 
easy  and  animated.  Though  of  an  ambitious  spirit, 
he  regarded  money  as  a  principal  object,  and 
power  only  as  a  secondary  concern/'^ 

An  anonymous  writer  in  "Lord  Chesterfclds 
Characters  Reviewed,"'  says  that  he  was  "an  excel- 
lent husband,  a  most  indulgent  father,  a  kind 
master,  a  courteous  neighbour ;  and  ...  a  man 
whose  charities  demonstrated  that  he  possessed  in 
abundance  tlie  milk  of  human  kindness" 

Lord  Holland  left  four  sons :  Stephen,  the  suc- 
cessor to  his  title  and  estates,  who  only  survived 
him  six  months ;  Henry,  who  did  not  live  to  grow 
up ;  Charles  James,  the  orator  and  statesman  ;  and 
Henry  Edward,  who  died  a  general  in  the  army. 

Stephen  married  Lady  Mary  Fitzpatrick,  daughter 
of  John,  first  Earl  of  Upper  Ossory.  To  the  cir- 
cunistance  of  his  short  life,  may  perhaps  be  attributed 
the  fact  that  the  second  Lord  Holland  does  not 
figure  in  history.      It  has  been   insinuated   that  he 

*  Memoira    of    Horatio,    Lord    Walpole,    by    William    Core. 
London,  1808.     Vol.  ii.  chap,  xxxvii. 

•  London,  1777. 
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liked  a  good  table.  We  may  be  certain  that  he 
kept  a  pleasant  one.  For  he  was  good-natured  and 
brilliant — a  rare  combination — and  his  memory  is 
still  dear  to  descendants  bom  long  after  his  death. 

During  the  minority  of  his  son,  the  third  Lord 
Holland,  Holland  House  was  let  to  Lord  Rosebery 
and  to  Mr.  Bearcroft,  and  the  land  to  various 
persons. 


CHAPTER  III. 


CHARLES    JAMES    POX. 


If  the  second  Lord  Holland  appear  rather  as  a 
paaeive  holder  of  the  name  than  as  an  active  orna- 
ment of  his  family,  in  a  very  different  light  figures 
his  younger  brother. 

Charles  James  Fox  earned  for  himself  such  a 
reputation  in  the  annals  of  English  history,  that, 
notwithstanding  he  was  only  a  younger  son,  he  is 
perhaps  by  some  looked  upon  as  the  head  of  his 
family;  while  others,  forgetful  of  his  father's  and 
grandfather's  services,  may  be  excused  even  for 
considering  him  as  the  first  of  his  name.  In  the 
same  spirit,  we  would  give  him  a  prominent  position 
on  these  pages,  although  he  was  never  a  pi-oprietor 
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of  Holland  House,  and  although  Holland  House 
was  not  even  his  birthplace. 

He  was  bom  on  January  24th,  1749  (n.s.),  in 
Conduit  Street;  but  during  much  of  his  early  life 
Holland  House  was  his  home.  There  we  know  that 
he  joined  in  the  private  theatricals,  when  the  part 
of  Jane  Shore  was  played  by  the  beautiful  Lad}^ 
Sarah  Lennox,  with  whom  he  is  there  also  asso- 
ciated in  a  painting  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.^  There 
too  occurred  the  well-known  incident  of  the  wall, 
which  incident,  well  known  as  it  is,  must  ever  find 
its  place  in  an  account  of  Charles  James  Fox's  youth. 

A  wall  was  condemned,  and  Lord  Holland  had 
promised  young  Charles  James  that  he  should  witness 
its  demolition.  By  some  accident,  however,  the  boy 
was  not  present  when  the  wall  was  knocked  down ; 
but  Lord  Holland,  acting  up  to  the  principle  of 
keeping  faith  even  w4tli  a  child,  had  the  wall  built 
up  again,  in  order  that  it  might  be  demolished 
before  his  eyes. 

Although  this  would  help  to  prove  that  the  child 
was  a  spoilt  one,  it  would  seem  a  pity  to  draw  an 
unfavourable  inference  from  a  story  which  at  least 
suggests  the  fathers  sense  of  honour,  more  especially 
as  there  are  many  other  stories  illustrative  of  Lord 

See  chap  xx. 
vol..  I.  G 
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Holland's  indulgence  without  having  for  excuse  the 
keeping  of  a  promise. 

Once  the  enfant  terrible  wished  to  break  a  watch. 
"  Well !  '*  said  the  father,  "  if  you  must,  I  suppose 
you  must." 

At  another  time.  Lord  Holland,  as  Secretary  of 
State,  was  preparing  some  important  papers,  when 
Charles,  going  into  the  study,  read,  criticized,  and 
burnt  a  despatch  which  was  ready  to  be  sealed. 
The  father,  without  even  reprimanding  his  boy, 
calmly  got  ready  another  copy  of  the  despatch  from 
the  official  draft. 

Charles  James  in  his  childhood  does  not  seem 
to  have  shown  his  mother  much  more  deference 
than  he  showed  his  father.  One  day  he  heard  her 
make  a  mistake  in  Roman  history,  and,  asking  her, 
with .  utter  contempt,  what  she  knew  about  the 
Romans,  he  went  on  to  explain  how  she  was  wrong. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  great  statesman, 
being  early  allowed  the  use  of  his  fingers  and 
tongue,  began  life  as  a  spoilt  child ;  and  it  has  been 
insinuated  that  he  was  one  all  his  days.  His  educa- 
tion, if  not  desultory,  was  at  least  disconnected, 
the  even  course  of  his  studies  being  more  than 
once  broken  in  upon  by  trips  to  the  Continent. 
But  such  was  his  quickness,  that  what  would  simply 
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have  unsettled  some  boys,  probably  enlarged  his 
mind. 

He  was  sent  early  to  a  private  school  at  Wands- 
worth, kept  by  a  Mr.  Pampelonne.  In  his  ninth  year 
he  went  to  Eton,  for  which  place  he  ever  retained  a 
fond  regard.  Lord  Carlisle  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam 
were  amongst  his  contemporaries  there ;  and  their 
portraits,  as  also  that  of  Fox  himself  by  Reynolds, 
are  still  to  be  seen  at  Eton  in  the  Provost  s  Lodge. 

Dr.  Francis,  translator  of  Horace,  better  known 
perhaps  as  father  of  Sir  Philip  Francis,  assisted  him 
in  his  studies,  in  which  circumstance  some,  who  be- 
lieve Sir  Philip  and  "Junius"  to  be  tlie  same  person, 
find  a  reason  for  the  leniency  with  which  Lord  Hol- 
land is  treated  in  the  renowned  anonymous  work. 

Before  Charles  James  was  fourteen.  Lord  Holland 
took  him  to  Paris  and  Spa,  an  event  which  may 
be  considered  of  disastrous  importance  to  his  life,  as 
during  the  trip  were  sown  the  seeds  of  his  future 
taste  for  gambling;  and  this  by  his  father!  Poor 
Lord  Holland  became,  too  late,  alarmed  at  the  effects 
of  bis  guilty  imprudence. 

After  his  return  from  the  Continent,  the  boy 
remained  about  a  year  at  Eton;  and  in  1764  was 
entered  at  Hertford  College,  Oxford.^     There  he  may 

'  Busseirs  Life  and  Times  of  C.  J.  Fox.     Vol.  i.  chap.  i. 

G  2 


84  HOLLAND    HOUSE.  [CH. 

have  indulged  in  the  follies  of  youth,  but  there,  by 
his  devotion  to  chissical  literature,  he  greatly  con- 
tributed to  form  the  future  brilliant  orator.  He 
remained  less  than  two  years  at  College,  and  then 
went  again  abroad  for  two  years,  spending  a  winter 
at  Naples  with  his  fiither,  and  seeing  Voltaire  at 
Femey.  The  visit  to  Ferney  is  deseril)cd  in  a 
letter  to  Rogefs's  friend,  the  late  E.  H.  Barker, 
from  Uvedale  Priee  :  ^ — 

"...  From  Geneva  Fox  and  I  went  to  Voltaire 
at  Ferney,  having  obtained  a  permission  then  seldom 
granted.  It  is  an  event  in  one's  life  to  have  seen 
and  heard  that  extraordinary  man  :  he  was  old  and 
infirm,  and,  in  answer  to  Fox's  note  and  request, 
said  that  the  name  of  Fox  was  sufficient,  and  that 
he  could  not  refuse  seeing  us,  '  mais  que  noxis 
venions  pour  Vexterrer!  He  conversed  in  a  lively 
manner,  walking  with  us  to  and  fro  in  a  sort  of 
alley  ;  and  at  parting  gave  us  a  list  of  some  of  his 
works,  adding,  *Cfe  sont  des  livres  de  quoi  il  faut 
se  mujiir,'  they  were  such  as  would  fortify  our 
young  minds  against  religious  prejudices.  Fox 
quitted  us  at  Geneva,  went  to  England,  and  com- 
menced his  political  career " 

*  Quoted  in  a  note  to  Rogers's  "  Table  Talk." 
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Let  US  picture  to  ourselves  the  worn-out  philosopher 
with  the  experience  of  his  threescore  years  and  ten, 
and  by  his  side,  not  yet  twenty,  the  embryo  states- 
man, with  the  promise  of  future  glory ;  then,  in  fancy 
bridging  over  the  period  between  the  birth  of  the 
one  and  the  death  of  the  other,  what  events  in 
history  may  we  not  recall! 

By  the  influence  of  Lord  Holland,  who  wished 
his  son  to  occupy  a  high  place  in  the  country.  Fox 
was  returned  for  Midhurst  in  the  parliament  which 
met  on  the  10  th  May,  1768.  He  was  then  little 
more  than  nineteen  years  old;  though,  as  he  was 
still  abroad,  he  did  not  take  his  seat  until  the 
following  November.  But  even  as  it  was,  he  sat 
and  spoke  before  he  was  of  age. 

His  first  speech,  an  unimportant  one  on  a  question 
of  order,  seems  to  have  been  made  on  the  9th  of 
March,  1769.  His  second,  made  on  the  14th  of 
April,  was  in  support  of  the  expulsion  of  Wilkes; 
and  his  third,  on  the  8th  of  May,  was  on  the  peti- 
tion against  the  return  of  Colonel  Luttrell  for 
Middlesex.* 

In  1770  he  first  took  office,  as  a  junior  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  under  the  Administration  of  Lord  North ; 

*  Russeirs    Memorials    and    Correspondence   of    0.    J.    Fox. 
Book  iL 
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but  in  1772,  chiefly  on  account  of  his  opposition 
to  the  Royal  Marriage  Bill,  he  resigned.  Within  a 
year,  however,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasury;  his  sudden  disniissal  from  which 
office,  in  February  1774,  occurred  thus: — 

There  had  been  a  coolneas  between  Fox  and  the 
Premier,  Lord  North,  when  a  motion  was  made  in 
the  House  of  Commons  that  Mr.  Woodfall,  printer 
of  the  Pvhlic  Advertiser^  in  consequence  of  some- 
thing which  had  appeared  in  that  paper  about  the 
Speaker,  be  taken  into  custody  by  the  Serjeant-at- 
Arms.  Fox  did  not  think  such  a  punishment  suffi- 
cient, and,  without  consulting  Lord  North,  moved  an 
amendment  for  Mr.  Woodfall  to  be  committed  to 
Newgate.  Lord  North,  rightly  or  wrongly  supporting 
his  subordinate,  foimd  himself,  in  the  division,  with 
a  minority,  and  punished  the  cause  of  his  defeat  by 
the  following  note,  which  Fox  received  a  few  days 
afterwards,  as  he  was  sitting  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  Ministerial  bench  : — 

**  His  majesty  has  thought  proper  to  order  a  new 

commission  of  the  treasury  to  be  made  out,  in  which 

I  do  not  perceive  your  name. 

''North:'' 

"  To  the  Hon.  C.  J.  Foxr 
*  Fell's  Memoirs  of  C.  J,  Fox.     London,  1808.     P.  24. 
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Very  soon  after  this,  Fox  was  in  the  Opposition; 
but,  to  save  him  from  the  charge  of  being  actuated 
by  any  petty  feeling,  it  must  be  remembered  that, 
even  as  a  Ministerialist,  he  had  voted  against  his 
own  colleagues;  that  Burke  had  already  begun  to 
influence  him  ;  that  his  father,  who  was  chiefly  the 
means  of  bringing  him  into  the  Ministry,  and  whose 
poUtics  he  had  begun  by  following,  died  in  1774  ;  and 
that  the  great  question  of  American  taxation,  upon 
which  Fox's  oratory  made  itself  conspicuous,  was 
brought  forward  after  he  had  left  the  Ministry. 

To  follow  the  Ministerial  windings  of  that  period 
would  entail  a  history  of  the  American  War  ;  it  will 
be  enough  here  to  say  that  Fox  first  deprecated 
the  measures  which  led  to  the  war,  and  afterwards 
sought  to  diminish  the  expense  of  it. 

In  the  general  election  which  followed  the  disso- 
lution of  1780  he  was  chosen  member  for  West- 
minster. In  February  1782,  the  Ministers  were 
defeated  upon  the  question  of  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  and  in  March  they  left  office.  Lord  Rockingham 
became  Prime  Minister,  and  Fox,  who  had  contributed 
greatly  to  the  downfall  of  the  previous  Ministry, 
was  made  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  speedily  commenced  negotiations  for  peace.  But 
on  account  of  the  serious  differences  which  existed 
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between  himself  and  Lord  Shelburne,  Fox,  upon  the 
death  of  Lord  Rockingham,  and  the  consequent  ap- 
pointment of  Lord  Shelbunie  to  the  Premiership, 
resigned. 

The  Shelburne  Ministry  was  a  modification  of  Lord 
Rockingham's,  and  included,  besides  several  old  sup- 
porters of  the  war,  one  who  had  been  united  with 
Fox  in  opposing  it:   William  Pitt. 

It  excluded,  however,  Lord  North  as  well  as  Fox ; 
and  thus  it  was  that  the  two  antagonists  of  eight 
years'  standing  were  found  side  by  side  in  opposition, 
and  that  once  the  question  of  peace  or  war,  which 
had  divided  them,  was  exchanged  for  the  question 
of  how  peace  should  be  made,  a  coalition  between 
them  was  efiected.  Some  notion  of  the  estimation 
in  which  Fox  was  held  at  this  time  may  be  gleaned 
from  the  following  extracts.  The  first  is  out  of  a 
letter  from  Horace  Walpole  to  the  Countess  of 
Ossory,  written  from  Strawberry  Hill,  and  dated 
Nov.  3,  1782:— 

" .  .  .  .  All  Mrs.  Siddons  did,  good  sense  or  good 
instruction  might  give.  I  dare  to  say,  that  were  I 
one-and- twenty,  I  should  have  thought  her  marvellous ; 
but,  alas !  I  remember  Mrs.  Porter  and  the  Dumesnil 
— and  remember  every  accent  of  the  former  in  the 
very  same  part.     Yet  this  is  not  entirely  prejudice : 
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don't  I  equally  recollect  the  whole  progress  of  Lord 
Chatham  and  Charles  Townshend,  and  does  it  hinder 
my  thinking  Mr.  Fox  a  prodigy? — Pray  don't  send 
him  this  paragraph  too.  I  am  not  laying  a  courtly 
trap,  nor  at  sixty-five  projecting,  like  the  old  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  to  be  in  favour  in  the  next  reign.  .  .  /'^ 

The  other  extract  is  part  of  a  character  of  Fox 
written  by  Lord  Ossory  : — 

*'....  He  was  much  caressed  by  the  then 
Ministry,  and  appointed  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  soon  promoted  to  the  Treasury.  Lord  North 
(which  he  must  ever  since  have  repented)  was 
inclined  to  turn  him  out  upon  some  trivial  occasion 
or  difference ;  and  soon  afterwards  the  fatal  quarrel 
with  America  commenced,  Mr.  Fox  constantly  op- 
posing the  absurd  measures  of  Administration,  and 
rising  by  degrees  to  be  the  first  man  the  House  of 
Commons  ever  saw.  His  opposition  continued  from 
1773  to  1782,  when  the  Administration  was  fairly 
overturned  by  his  powers ;  for  even  the  great  weight 
of  ability,  property,  and  influence  that  composed  the 
opposition,  could  never  have  effected  that  great  work, 
if  he  had  not  acquired  the  absolute  possession  and 
influence  of  the  House  of  Commons.  He  certainly 
deserved   their   confidence,   for  his  political  conduct 

'  Horace  Walpole  :  Letters  to  the  Countess  of  <  )ssory. 
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has  been  fair,  open,  honest,  and  decided,  against 
the  system  so  fatally  adopted  by  the  Court,  He 
resisted  every  temptation  to  be  brought  over  by 
that  system,  however  flattering  to  his  ambition,  for 
he  must  soon  have  been  at  the  head  of  everything. 
But  I  do  not  know  whether  his  abilities  are  not  the 
least  extraordinary  part  about  him.  Perhaps  that  is 
saying  too  much  ;  but  he  is  full  of  good  nature,  good 
temper,  and  facility  of  disposition,  disinterestedness 
with  regard  to  himself,  at  the  same  time  that  his  mind 
is  fraught  with  the  most  noble  sentiments  and  ideas 
upon  all  possible  subjects.  His  understanding  has 
the  greatest  scope  I  can  form  an  idea  of,  his  memory 
the  most  wonderful,  his  judgment  the  most  true,  his 
reasoning  the  most  profound  and  acute,  his  eloquence 
the  most  rapid  and  persuasive."  ^ 

Soon  after  the  coalition  between  Lord  North  and 
Fox,  the  latter,  boasting  of  the  advantageous  peace 
with  France,  said  he  had  at  length  prevailed  on  the 
Court  of  Versailles  to  relinquish  all  pretensions  to 
the  gum-trade  in  fevour  of  Great  Britain.  Gcuige 
Selwyn,  who  seemed  asleep,  but  who  never  lost  an 
opportunity  for  making  a  pun,  said :  *'  That,  Charles, 
I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at,  for,  having  permitted 

^  Horace  Walpole :  Letters  to  the  Countcsa  of  Ossoiy.    (From  a 
fooi-note  to  letter  dated  Julj  7,  1782.) 
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the  French  to  draw  your  teethy  they  would  be  indeed 
d         d  fools  to  quarrel  with  you  about  your  gums."  ^ 

The  Opposition,  having  in  February  1783  carried 
a  resolution  censuring  the  terms  of  the  Peace  with 
America,  a  new  Ministry  was  formed,  with  the  Duke 
of  Portland  as  Premier,  in  which  Lord  North  and 
Fox  took  office  as  Secretaries  of  State.  But  this 
Administration  was  short-lived.  In  December  of  the 
same  year,  it  was  defeated  upon  a  measure  known 
as  Fox's  East  India  Bill,  which  went  to  vest  the 
Indian  Government  in  a  way  the  King  considered 
calculated  to  diminish  the  influence  of  the  Crown. 
The  Bill  passed  the  House  of  Commons,  but^  owing 
to  the  King's  influence,  was  defeated  by  the  Lords. 
Pitt  succeeded,  and  there  was  a  violent  Opposition, 
of  which  Fox  was  the  head. 

Now  commenced  a  long  and  formidable  contest 
between  the  two  great  men.  Fox  was  the  author  of 
a  representation  to  the  Crown,  pointing  out  fully 
and  forcibly  the  evils  of  a  Ministry  at  variance  with 
the  people's  voice.  But  Pitt  remained  in  office  until 
1801. 

Meanwhile,  Fox  was  perpetually  under  public 
notice  one  way  or  another.  In  1784  occurred  his 
celebrated   election  for  Westminster,  when   the  poll 

1  J.  H.  Jesse  :  George  Selwyn  and  Lis  Contemporaries. 
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was  kept  open  for  forty  days.^  The  validity  of  the 
election  was  disputed,  but  the  matter  was  ultimately 
settled  in  his  favour. 

Ladies  canvassed  for  him,  and,  during  the  contest, 
the  Duchess  of  Devonshire  having  bought  a  butcher's 
vote  with  a  kiss,  the  following  epigram  obtained 
circulation : — 

'*  Array'd  in  matchless  beauty,  Devon's  fair  1 
In  Fox's  favour  takes  a  zealous  part  7 
But,  Oh !  where'er  the  pilferer  comes — beware  ! 
She  supplicates  a  vote,  and  steals  a  heart" ' 

Pending  the  result  of  the  scrutiny,  Fox  appeared 
in  Parliament  as  member  for  the  Scotch  boroughs  of 
DingwaD  and  Kirkwall,^  and  took  an  active  part  in 
the  impeachment  of  Warren  Hastings. 

He  was  paid  the  local  compliment  of  being,  from 
1769  to  1774  (as  before  him  his  father  had  been). 
Steward  of  the  Borough  of  Malmesbury.*  In  1788, 
worn  out  with  the  excitement  of  his  labours,  he  went 
to  the  Continent  and  spent  a  few  days  with  Gibbon 
at  Lausanne.  The  visit  is  alluded  to  in  Rogers's 
"  Table  Talk  "  as  foUows  :— 

*  Eussell's  Life  and  Times  of  C.  J.  Fox.    Vol.  ii  chap.  xx. 

*  History  of  the  Westminster  Election,  hy  Lovers  of  Truth  and 
Justice.     London,  1784. 

8  Fell's  Memoirs  of  C.  J.  Fox.     London,  1808.     P.  213. 
^  Nichols's  Collectanea. 
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"It  is  well  known  that  Fox  visited  Gibbon  at 
Lausanne ;  and  he  was  much  gratified  by  the  visit. 
Gibbon,  he  said,  talked  a  great  deal,  walking  up 
and  down  the  room,  and  generally  ending  his  sen- 
tences with  a  genitive  case  ;  every  now  and  then,  too, 
casting  a  look  of  complacency  on  his  own  portrait 
by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  which  hung  over  the 
chimney-piece, — that  wonderful  portrait,  in  which, 
while  the  oddness  and  vulgarity  of  the  features  are 
refined  away,  the  likeness  is  perfectly  preserved. — Fox 
used  to  say  that  Gibbon's  History  was  immortal, 
because  nobody  could  do  without  it, — nobody,  without 
vast  expense  of  time  and  labour,  could  get  elsewhere 
the  information  which  it  contains." 

Speaking  of  this  tour,  Gibbon  says  :"....  Mr. 
Fox  gave  me  two  days  of  free  and  private  society. 
He  seemed  to  feel,  and  even  to  envy,  the  happiness 
of  my  situation  ;  while  I  admired  the  powers  of  a 
superior  man,  as  they  are  blended  in  his  attractive 
character  with  the  softness  and  simplicity  of  a  child. 
Perhaps  no  human  being  was  ever  more  perfectly 
exempt  from  the  taint  of  malevolence,  vanity,  or 
falsehood."  ^  i|^ 

Charles   James   Fox   even  reached  Italy,    but  the 

'  Gibbon's  Miscellaneous  Works,  with  Occasional  Notes  and 
Narrative,  by  John,  Lord  Sheffield.    Dublin,  1796.    Vol.  i.  p.  1G8. 
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King's  illness  forced  him  to  return  to  his  parlia- 
mentary vocations,  and,  a  Regency  being  necessar}'-, 
he  maintained  that  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  the 
Regency  belonged  by  right,  and  without  limitation, 
thus  opposing  the  course  pursued  by  Pitt. 

In  1789  Fox  supported  Mr.  Beaufoy's  motion  for 
the  repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts,  and  a 
year  later  he  himself  introduced  a  motion  for  the  same 
purpose.*     He  certainly  was  in  advance  of  his  times. 

In  the  general  election  of  1790  he  was  returned 
for  Westminster  at  the  head  of  the  poll,  and  it  was 
in  this  Parliament  that,  through  his  action  with  Pitt 
and  Grenville  as  well  as  with  Burke,  the  attempt 
made  to  annul  Warren  Hastings'  impeachment,  on  the 
ground  that  the  dissolution  had  put  an  end  to  it, 
was  defeated.  He  thus  helped  finally  to  settle  the 
great  constitutional  question  whether  an  impeach- 
ment was  or  was  not  terminated  by  a  dissolution,  a 
question  on  which  the  House  of  Lords  had  in  1679 
and  1685  pronounced  two  famous  but  diametrically 
opposite  decisions. 

The  year  1791  is  a  sad  year  in  Fox's  life,  as 
then  occurred  his  quarrel  with  his  friend  Burke, 
between  whom  and  himself  had  existed,  for  five-and- 
twenty  years,  a  brotherly  affection.      Great  political 

'  Ck)bl)etf  8  Parliamentary  Hist  Vol.  xxviii.  pp.  27—38,  387—403. 
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success  is  mere  toil  compared  to  the  secure  repose 
of  real  friendship  ;  and  evidently  Fox  saw  the  matter 
in  this  light  They  had  had,  early  in  1790,  a 
difference  of  opinion  during  a  discussion  on  the 
Army  Estimates,  but  it  was  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Quebec  Government  Bill  that  the  actual  quarrel 
broke  out  Burke  was  making  a  violent  diatribe 
against  the  French  Revolution,  and,  having  been  in 
vain  called  to  order,  a  motion  was  made  by  Lord 
Sheffield  and  seconded  by  Fox,  to  the  effect  that 
dissertations  on  the  French  Constitution  were  not 
regular  or  orderly  on  the  question  that  the  clauses 
of  the  Quebec  Bill  be  read  a  second  time,  paragraph 
by  paragraph.  Burke,  who  was  evidently  in  an  ex- 
cited state,  took  causeless  offence  at  some  remarks 
of  Fox  in  supporting  the  motion,  and  in  his  reply 
complained  bitterly  that  he  had  not  been  treated  by 
Fox  as  one  friend  should  be  treated  by  another. 
Moreover,  he  persisted  in  the  offence  which  had 
given  rise  to  the  motion,  and,  in  violent  language, 
resumed  his  abuse  of  the  French  Constitution.  Fox 
whispered  that  there  was  no  loss  of  friendship. 
Burke  replied,  YeSy  there  was — he  knew  the  price 
of  his  conduct — he  had  done  his  duty  at  the  price 
of  his  friend — their  friendship  was  at  an  end} 

»  Kuraeirs  Life  and  Times  of  C.  J.  Fox.     Vol.  il  chap.  xxx. 
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Although  Fox  appealed,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
to  the  memory  of  their  friendship,  although  Burke 
shortly  afterwards  acknowledged  that  Fox  was  a 
man  made  to  be  loved,  Burke  never  allowed  the 
wound  to  be  healed.  Horace  Walpole,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Coimtess  of  Ossory,  written  from  StrawlK»rry 
Hill,  and  dated  Aug.  22,  1791,  renders  justice  to 
Fox  in  the  following  manner : — 

"...  As  to  Mr.  Fox,  I  own  I  think  the  tears  he 
shed  for  having  hurt  Mr.  Burke,  were  an  infinitely 
nobler  peace-oflfering  than  a  recantation  could  have 
been.  Who  weeps  for  his  friends,  feels ;  who  retracts 
his  opinion,  may  be  convinced,  or  from  art  or  interest 
may  pretend  he  is  convinced ;  and  that  recantation 
may  be  due  to  the  public,  without  being  due  to  his 
friend,  as  no  friendship  binds  one  to  think  exactly 
like  one's  friend  on  general  topics;  and  therefore  to 
shed  tears  for  having  disagreed,  was  a  greater 
sacrifice  than  retractation :  and  in  that  light  I 
admire  Mr.  Fox's  temper  more  than  Mr.  Burke's. 
This  is  being  very  impartial ;  for  though  with  Mr. 
Fox  I  admire  the  destruction  of  despotism,  I  agree 
with  Mr.  Burke  in  abhorring  the  violence,  cruelty, 
injustice,  and  absurdity  of  the  National  Assembly, 
who  have  destroyed  regal  tyranny  for  a  short  time, 
and   exercise   ten    times  greater  themselves ;   and  I 
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fear,  have  ruined  liberty  for  ages ;  for  what  country 
will  venture  to  purchase  a  chance  of  freedom  at 
the  price  of  the  ruin  that  has  been  brought  on 
France  by  this  outrageous  experiment?  .  .  ."* 

In  1791  and  in  1792  Fox  distinguished  himself 
by  opposing  the  Ministerial  project  of  an  armament 
against  Russia,*  and,  what  is  more  to  his  glory,  by 
supporting  Mr.  Wilberfbrce  s  motion  for  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade.  Humanity  seems  to  us  to  have 
been  Fox's  besetting  virtue.  Not  only  did  he  make 
himself  conspicuous  in  trying  to  put  an  end  to  that 
disgraceful  traffic  by  which  man  is  sold  to  his 
fellow-man,  and  then  too  often  oppressed  by  him, 
but  also  he  had  vehemently  opposed  the  American 
War,  and  worked  to  bring  about  peace.  And  as  he 
had  done  by  the  American  War,  so  he  did  by  the 
war  with  France.  Having  striven  in  vain  to  bring 
it  to  an  end,  undaunted  by  his  friends'  desertion,  he 
straightforwardly  pursued  his  philanthropic  course. 

His  efforts  were  not,  however,  restricted  to  these 
specially  memorable  achievements.     Lord  Brougham 
seems  to  have  held  him  in  almost  as  great  esteem 
for  supporting   Lord   Erskine's    amendment   of    the 

^  Horace  Walpole,  Letters  to  the  Conntess  of  Ossory. 

'  Stanhope's  Life  of  Pitt.     Vol.  iL  chaps,  xv.  xvi. 

*  Statesmen  of  the  Time  of  George  III.     Series  I.     Vol.  i. 
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law  of  libel  as  for  his  services  towards  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade.     But  as  it  is  not  our  object  to 
write  a  record   of  all   his  deeds,  we  must   content 
ourselves  by  briefly  enumerating  some  of  those  which    , 
we  consider  the  most  conspicuous.     In  1793  he  sup- 
ported Mr.  (afterWiirds  Earl)  Grey's  motion  for  Par- 
liamentary Reform.*     In  1794  he  defended  the  cause 
of  the   Scottish  martyrs,   Muir    and    Palmer.*      In 
1795   he  opposed  the  Seditious   Meetings'  Bill,  and 
the  Treasonable  Practices  Bill,'  the  repeal  of  which  he 
moved  in  1797.     In  1797  also  he  nobly  distinguished 
himself  in  the  cause  of  true  liberty  by  drawing  at- 
tention to  the  state  of  Ireland  and  to  the  injustices 
heaped  upon  Irish  Catholics. 

Thus  did  he  maintain  a  sentiment  he  expressed 
when  in  office  in  1782,  that  for  "his  part,  he  had 
rather  see  Ireland  totally  separated  from  the  crown 
of  England,  than  kept  in  obedience  only  by  force. 
Unwilling  subjects  were  little  better  than  enemies."  * 

Later  in  1797,  he  retired  for  a  while  from  public 
life,  to  which  he  did  not  return  until  nearly  the 
end  of  1801.  Most  of  the  intervening  period  he 
spent  at  St.  Anne's  Hill. 

*  Cobbett's  Parliamentary  History.     Vol  xxx.  pp.  908 — 925. 

*  Ibid.  pp.  1562—1672. 

»  Ibid.    Vol  xxxii.  pp.  276—283,  .371—377. 

*  Ibid.     Vol.  xxiii.  p.  23. 
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Like  some  Romans  of  old,  and,  by  the  bye,  like 
his  father,  the  first  Lord  Holland,  who  was  very 
fond  of  horticulture,  he  devoted  himself  to  homely 
pursuits  when  he  was  not  engaged  in  public 
duties.  It  is  pleasant  to  picture  him,  during  this 
parenthesis  in  his  existence,  engaged  with  rural  occu- 
pations and  enjo3ring  domestic  ties.  But  in  his 
leisure  he  employed  himself  intellectually  also.  It 
was  then  that  he  formed  the  plan  of  his  "  History 
of  James  the  Second."  Even  after  resuming  his 
attendance  in  Parliament,  in  July  1802,  he  went 
to  Paris  with  the  view  of  consulting  certain  docu- 
ments  in  the  Depdt  des  Affaires  Etrangeres  and 
in  the  Scotch  College.  Amongst  the  former,  he  was 
especially  pleased  with  Barillons  letters,  writing  of 
them  to  his  nephew  as  " .  .  .  worth  their  weight  in 
gold ; "  *  from  amongst  the  latter,  the  MSS.  of  King 
James  II.  had  disappeared.  But  as  during  his  visit 
he  made  Napoleon's  acquaintance,  and  as  bis  history 
of  the  reign  of  James  II.  did  not  make  any  great 
impression,  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  intended 
object  of  his  journey  was  the  smallest  result  of  it. 
The  work  itself  was  published  in  1808,  after  the 
author's  death,  with  a  preface  by  the  third  Lord 
Holland.     Sydney  Smith  said   that  Fox  wrote  drop 

'  See  Lord  Holland's  Pre&ce  to  C.  J.  Fox's  History  of  James  IT. 
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by  drop;  and  Grattan  that  every  sentence  of  his 
came  rolling  like  a  wave  of  the  Atlantic  three  thou- 
sand miles  long.  But,  fortunately  for  him,  his  repu- 
tation does  not  depend  upon  his  pen ;  for,  true  child 
of  impulse,  this  fragment  of  history,  like  most  of 
the  few  speeches  which  he  prepared^  is  a  compara- 
tive failure.  Brougham  says  :  "  The  style  is  pure 
and  correct,  but  cold  and  lifeless :  it  is  even  some- 
what abrupt  and  discontinuous ;  so  little  does  it  flow 
naturally  or  with  ease."^  Rogers,  however,  said  that 
it  had  been  greatly  undervalued,  but  that  it  would 
be  properly  estimated  in  future  ages. 

At  St.  Anne's  Hill  also  Fox  contemplated  another 
work,  and  a  much  greater  one.  In  a  summer-house 
of  the  garden  belonging  to  that  small  Surrey  shoot- 
ing-box— for  such  was  St.  Anne's  Hill  at  the  time 
— were  discussed  the  preliminaries  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens.  And  if  we  wonder,  reflecting  upon  the 
modest  spot  to  which  the  project  set  its  historical 
seal,  surely  we  may  also  wonder,  reflecting  upon 
the  vast  space  over  which  the  results  of  that  pro- 
ject travelled,  securing,  if  only  for  a  short  lime, 
the  blessing  of  peace. 

In  1801,  Pitt  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Addington, 
whose  negotiations  for  peace  with   France   tempted 

Statesmen  of  the  Time  of  George  III.     Series  I.     Vol  i. 
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Fox  from  his  retirement  His  constituents  were  as 
devoted  to  him  as  if  he  had  been  a  regular  attendant 
at  the  House,  and,  in  the  general  election  of  1802, 
again  returned  him  for  Westminster  at  the  head  of 
the  polL  It  was,  as  we  have  already  mentioned, 
in  the  July  of  the  same  year  that  he  went  to  Paris. 
There  he  was  f&ted  by  the  rich  and  visited  by  the 
great  Once  at  the  theatre,  the  audience  recognized 
him,  rose,  and  made  him  quite  an  ovation;  while, 
with  a  modesty  which  might  have  been  mistaken 
for  boorishness,  he  failed  to  acknowledge  the  com- 
pliment even  by  a  gesture  of  thanks.^ 

Some  idea  of  the  sensation  he  created  in  the  gay 
capital  will  be  found  in  the  following  extract : — 
"To  ape  Mr.  Fox,"  says  a  late  writer,  quoted 
in  the  Georgian  Era,  "was  now  the  fashion  at 
Paris:  his  dress,  his  mode  of  speaking,  nay,  his 
very  dinners,  were  imitated.  It  w^as  the  fashion  to 
be  a  thinking  man, — to  think  like  Fox.  At  the 
opera,  he  attracted  every  eye,  and  was  followed  as 
a  spectacle  through  the  streets.  His  picture  was  exhi- 
bited in  every  window ;  and  no  medaUions  had  such 
a  ready  sale,  as  those  which  bore  the  head  of  Fox. 
The  artists  alone  were  displeased,  as  he  refused  to  sit 
for  his  portrait.     A  famous  statuary  sent  his  respects 

*  See  Trotter's  Mcuoiro  of  Fox.     Chap.  vii. 
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to  him,  saying,  that  being  anxious  to  partake  of  his 
immortality,  he  wished  to  execute  a  statue  of  him, 
and  would  call  the  next  day,  when  he  flattered  him- 
self Mr.  Fox  would  have  no  objection  to  sit  half  an 
hour  in  his  shirt,  while  he  took  the  exact  contour 
of  his  body."  We  learn  from  the  same  source  that 
among  the  fashionables  of  Paris,  who  were  particularly 
attentive  to  him,  was  Madame  Recamier.  She  caUed 
for  him  one  day  in  her  carriage ;  but  Fox,  hesi- 
tating to  accompany  her,  "  Come,"  said  the  lady,  "  I 
must  keep  my  promise,  and  show  you  on  the  pro- 
menade. Before  you  came,  I  was  the  fashion ;  it  is 
a  point  of  honour,  therefore,  that  I  should  not  seem 
jealous  of  you."  Soon  after,  an  ode  appeared,  in 
which  Fox  and  Madame  Recamier  were  transformed 
into  Jupiter  and  Venus.^ 

When  at  a  great  lev^e  Fox  was  announced  by 
the  English  Ambassador,  Buonaparte,  according  to 
Trotter,*  whom  Lord  Russell'  quotes,  indicated  con- 
siderable emotion,  and  said  very  rapidly :  "  Ah ! 
Mr.  Fox ! — I  have  heard  with  pleasure  of  your 
arrival — I  have  desired  much  to  see  you — I  have 
long  admired  in  you  the   orator  and  friend  of  his 

'  Georgian  Era,  by  W.  Clark.     London,  1832.    Vol.  L  p.  335. 

'  Memoirs  of  Fox.     Chap.  xL 

^  Life  and  Times  of  C.  J.  Fox.    Vol.  iii.  chap.  IxL 
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country,  who,  in  constantly  raising  his  voice  for 
peace,  consulted  that  country's  best  interests — those 
of  Europe — and  of  the  human  race.  The  two  great 
nations  of  Europe  require  peace  ; — they  have  nothing 
to  fear; — they  ought  to  understand  and  value  one 
another.  In  you,  Mr.  Fox,  I  see,  with  much  satis- 
faction, that  great  statesman  who  recommended 
Peace,  because  there  was  no  just  object  of  war ; 
who  saw  Europe  desolated  to  no  purpose,  and 
who  struggled  for  its  relief." 

Fox  subsequently  dined  with  the  genius  hero,  and 
had  several  hours'  conversation  with  him. 

Little,  during  the  conversation  with  Charles  James 
Fox,  did  Buonaparte  think  that  it  was  reserved  for 
himself,  after  being  courted  by  all,  to  be  betrayed 
by  the  nation  in  which  he  had  most  confided,  and 
that,  when  thus  betrayed,  Charles  James  Fox's 
nephew  would  be  foremost  and  almost  alone  in 
defending  his  cause. 

In  the  autumn  of  1802  Fox  took  his  place  in  the 
new  Parliament,  and  presently  he  began  to  doubt 
the  intention  of  Ministers  to  maintain  peace.  Mr. 
Addington,  haviog  accomplished  the  feat  of  putting 
himself  against  both  Fox  and  Pitt,  was  unequal  to 
the  other  feat  of  remaining  in  office,  and  in  1804  he 
resigned.     Pitt  succeeded ;  but  as  George  III.  would 
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not  then  have  Fox  in  office,  and  as  Lord  Gren- 
ville  and  others  of  importance  would  not  serve 
without  him,  the  Ministry  was  a  weak  one,  and 
did  not  succeed  in  making  peace. 

In  1805  Fox  was  great  upon  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion ;  and  Brougham  talks  in  high  terms  of  Ins  open- 
ing speech :  "  It  was  a  noble  performance,  instinct  with 
sound  principle;  full  of  broad  and  striking  views 
of  policy ;  abounding  in  magnanimous  appeals  to 
justice ;  and  bold  assertions  of  right,  in  one  passage 
touching  and  pathetic, — the  description  of  a  Catholic 
soldier's  feelings  on  revie\sdng  some  field  where  he  had 
shared  the  dangers  of  the  fight,  yet  repined  to  think 
that  he  could  never  taste  the  glories  of  command."  ^ 

On  the  23rd  of  January,  1806,  Pitt  died,  and 
Lord  Grenville  becoming  Prime  Minister,  Fox  was 
made  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  and 
leader  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

But  his  days  were  numbered.  "At  a  very  early 
period  of  the  Administration,"  says  Lord  Holland,  in 
his  Memoirs  of  the  Whig  Party,*  "he  had  told  me  that 
he  looked  forward  some  time  or  other  to  retire  fix)m 
the  office  which  he  held ;  that,  in  the  event  of  peace, 
the  tiresome  and  unimportant  duties  annexed  to  it 

^  Statesmen  of  the  Time  of  George  III.     Series  I.     YoL  i 
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would  increase,  that  he  would  then  take  some  less 
active  situation,  or  remain  in  Cabinet  without  any, 
and  give  me  the  seals  of  the  Foreign  Office,  as  he 
could,  in  that  case,  without  indelicacy,  superintend 
all  matters  of  importance,  and  make  opportunities  of 
talking  them  over,  when  he  was  so  inclined,  or  avoid 
them,  when  he  had  a  fancy  for  literature  or  any  other 
pursuit  This  scheme,  he  observed,  would  inure  me 
to  business  ;  and  with  that  contented  tone  of  voice 
which  always  accompanied  his  kindness,  he  added  : 

*  It  will  be  nice  too,  for  it  will  secure  my  seeing  you  at 
St  Anne's  when  I  am  there/  Of  these  projects,  though 
made  for  some  distant  time,  he  had  probably  spoken  to 
others ;  for  when  his  disorder  assumed  a  more  alarm- 
ing appearance,  his  colleagues  offered  some  arrange- 
ment of  the  sort.  Lord  Howick  (Grey)  came  to  him 
with  a  proposal,  which  included  a  Peerage,  if  he  liked 
it,  to  save  him  from  the  yet  more  laborious  duty  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  Mrs.  Fox  was  in  the  room 
when  this  suggestion  was  made.  At  the  mention  of 
the  Peerage,  he  looked  at  her  significantly,  with  a 
reference  to  his  secret  but  early  determination  never 
to  be  created  a  Peer ;  and,  after  a  short  pause,  he  said : 

*  No,  not  yet,  I  think  not  yet'  On  the  same  even- 
ing, as  I  sat  by  his  bedside,  he  said  to  me :  *  If  this 
continues  (and  though  I  don't  fear  any  immediate 
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danger,  I  begin  to  see  it  is  a  longer  and  more 
serious  business  than  I  apprehended) ^  I  must  have 
more  quiet  than  with  my  place  I  ought  to  have,  and 
put  the  plan  I  spoke  to  you  about,  sooner  in  execution 
than  I  intended.  But  don't  think  me  selfish,  young 
one.  The  Slave  Trade  and  Peace  are  two  such 
glorious  thingB,  I  can't  give  them  up,  even  to  you.  If 
I  can  manage  them,  I  will  then  retire.'  He  then 
talked  over  some  arrangements  connected  with  that 
scheme,  and  his  own  situation  in  the  Cabinet  without 
office,  and  added  :  *  The  peerage,  to  be  sure,  seems 
the  natural  way,  but  that  cannot  be.  I  have  an  oath 
in  heaven  against  it ;  I  will  not  close  my  politics  in 
that  foolish  way,  as  so  many  have  done  before  me.' ... 
"  Soon  after  the  serious  nature  of  his  disorder  had 
been  ascertained.  Lord  Yarmouth  abruptly  and  un- 
advisedly produced  his  full  powers  at  Paris ;  the 
Cabinet,  in  consequence,  named  Lord  Lauderdale  to 
conduct  the  negotiation.  My  uncle's  intention  had, 
at  one  time,  been  to  send  me  or  General  Fitzpatrick. 
In  his  then  state  of  health,  I  should  certainly  have 
declined  it;  but  I  own  that  I  was  weak  enough  to 
feel  two  minutes'  mortification,  on  Lord  Howick's 
(Lord  Grey)  not  giving  me  the  option.  I  felt  this 
more  sensibly  when,  on  approaching  my  uncle's  bed- 
side after  he   had   heard   of,   and   sanctioned.   Lord 
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Lauderdale's  appointment,  he  said,  with  a  melancholy 
smile  of  affection  that  I  can  never  forget — *So  you 
would  not  leave  me,  young  one,  to  go  to  Paris,  but 
liked  staying  with  me  better — there's  a  kind  boy/ 
He  thus  gave  me  credit  for  refusing  what  had  never 
been  offered  to  me,  and  I  did  not  like  to  explain  the 
circumstances  for  fear  he  might  misinterpret  my  ex- 
planation into  an  expression  of  disappointment  at  not 
going.  I  answered :  *  Why,  I  hope  I  may  be  useful  to 
you  here ;  and  I  am  sure,  if  you  like  my  being  here, 
it  would  be  very  odd  if  I  did  not  prefer  staying/ 

''From  this  period,  in  addition  to  frequent  calls 
in  the  morning,  I  regularly  attended  his  bedside  for 
an  hour  or  two  every  night  after  his  visitors  and 
secretaries  had  retired.  Mr.  Trotter,  Mrs.  Fox,  or  my 
sister,  generally  read  to  him  during  the  day.  The 
books  he  chose  were  chiefly  novels.  When  he  wished 
to  hear  anything  else,  he  expressed  that  wish  while 
it  was  my  sisters  turn,  with  whose  reading  he  was 
very  naturally  delighted,  or  he  reserved  it  till  the 
evening  for  me.  '  For '  (said  he)  '  I  like  your  read- 
ing, young  one,  but  I  liked  it  better  before  I  had 
Jieard  your  sister's.  That  is  better  than  yours,  I  can 
tell  you.'  I  noticed  that  he  was  growing  to  love  his 
niece  more  and  more  every  day.  Various  accidents 
had  prevented  his  seeing  much  of  her  till  the  year 
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1803.  All  her  excellent  qualities,  both  of  head  and 
heart,  came  upon  him  at  once,  and  endeared  her, 
as  well  they  might,  most  sincerely  to  her  uncle. 

"  I  read  the  whole  of  Crabbe's  *  Parish  Register ' 
over  to  him  in  MS.  Some  parts  he  made  me  read 
twice ;  he  remarked  several  passages  as  exquisitely 
beautiful,  and  objected  to  some  few,  which  I  men- 
tioned to  the  author,  and  which  he,  in  almost  every 
instance,  altered  before  publication 

-Numbers  of  letters  were  written  from  every 
quarter  of  the  kingdom  to  suggest  the  means  of  pre- 
serving  his  Ufe.  The  warmth  and  eagerness  with 
which  they  were  urged,  expressive  of  the  public  in- 
terest taken  in  his  recovery,  were  gratifying  in  the 

extreme He  had,  at  an  earlier  stage  of  his 

illness,  exacted  from  me  a  promise  to  apprise  him 
of  any  approach  of  danger,  and  added  with  emotion, 
*We  are  neither  of  us  children,  and  it  would  be 
ridiculous  to  conceal  anything : '  he  then  resumed 
his  gaiety,  and  added,  *  I  don't  mean  to  die  though, 
young  one ;  and  above  all  not  to  give  the  thing  up, 
aa  my  father  did.'  .... 

"  To  return  to  my  narrative :  I  told  him  about  an 
hour  before  the  first  operation  was  performed,  that 
there  was  neither  pain  nor  immediate  danger  to  be 
apprehended,  but  that  great  quiet  of  mind  and  body 
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was  deemed  necessary  to  give  the  operation  all  its 
beneficial  consequences;  that  the  efforts  of  the  con- 
stitution to  support  the  frame  after  a  large  portion 
of  water  was  suddenly  drawn  off,  required  the  very 
utmost  repose;  and  that  any  exertion,  mental  or 
bodily,  soon  afterwards,  would  impede  the  endeavour 
of  the  constitution  to  resume  its  tone.  He  under- 
stood me.  He  gave  me  directions  to  find  his  Will 
The  situation  and  feelings  of  Mrs.  Fox  seemed  to  be 
the  chief,  and  indeed  the  only,  occupation  of  his 
mind  on  that  occasion,  and  on  every  other  where  he 
spoke  of  the  probability  of  his  disease  terminating 
fatally.  He  could  speak  of  nothing  regarding  her 
without  strong  and  sensible  emotion.  He  contrived, 
however,  to  explain  his  wishes  and  expectations  about 
a  provision  for  her  after  his  death.  They  were  as 
nearly  fulfilled  as  the  state  of  the  pension  laws  would 
admit.  He  had  hardly  finished  what  he  had  to  say 
on  that  painful  subject,  when  he  abruptly  said,  *  Now 
change  the  conversation,  or  read  me  the  8th  Book 
of  Virgil.'  I  did  so.  He  made  me  read  the  finest 
Verses  twice  over,  spoke  of  their  merits,  and  com- 
pared them. with  passages  in  other  poets,  with  all  his 
usual  acuteness,  taste,  memory,  and  vivacity.  .  .  . 

"For  some  few  days  he  seemed  to  revive.     With 
the  propensity  to  deceive  ourselves,  which  seems  to 
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haunt  a  sick  room,  we  began  to  entertain  some  faint 
hopes  that  the  medicines  and  treatment  might  ward 
off  the  necessity  of  a  second  operation.  In  this  in- 
tervaly  he  took,  if  I  mistake  not,  one  or  two  airings ; 
and  in  a  few  days  he  was  removed  to  Chiswick.  The 
weather  was  fine,  and  the  garden  through  which  he 
was  wheeled,  and  the  pictures,  and  large  apartments 
of  that  magnificent  villa,  seemed  to  refresh  his  spirits. 
A  remark  of  Bacon  quoted  in  the  Spectator,  that 
poetry,  sculpture,  painting,  and  all  the  arts  of  imita- 
tion, relieve  and  soothe  the  mind  in  sickness,  while 
other  occupations  fatigue  and  harass  it,  struck  him 
exceedingly.  He  applied  it,  no  doubt,  to  his  own 
situation,  and  after  some  reflection,  he  observed,  that 
he  could  not  see  the  reason,  but  acknowledged  the 
truth  of  it.  ...  . 

"  In  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  September,  he  grew 
much  worse,  and  Mrs.  Fox  sent  for  me  over  to  Chis- 
wick, which  I  did  not  quit  till  after  the  termination 
of  his  illness.  One  day  he  sent  for  me,  and  reminded 
me  of  my  promise,  not  to  conceal  the  truth.  I  told 
him  that  we  had  been  much  alarmed,  but  that  he 
was  better.  I  added,  however,  that  he  was  in  a  very 
precarious  state,  and  that  I  must  acknowledge  his 
danger,  though  I  perhaps  overstated  it  from  a  fear  of 
allowing  myself  to  deceive  him  after  the  promise  I 
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had  given.  He  then  repeated  the  injunctions  he  had 
given  me  before,  and  said  once  or  twice,  *  You  have 
done  quite  right — you  will  not  forget  poor  Liz  :  what 
will  become  of  her ! '  As  he  had  now  been  twice 
apprised  of  his  danger,  and  seemed  to  me  to  have 
said  all  that  he  wished,  I  henceforth  endeavoured  to 
encourage  his  hopes  as  much  as  I  could,  and  infinitely 
beyond  my  own  judgment  of  his  situation.  He  was, 
however,  somewhat  stronger  and  easier  that  night; 
he  conversed  more  than  he  had  done  for  some  time : 
seeing  his  servant  in  the  room,  he  spoke  to  me  in 
French,  and  his  thoughts  still  dwelt  exclusively  on 
Mrs.  Fox.  *  Je  crains  pour  elle,'  said  he;  *a-t-elle 
la  moindre  id^e  de  mon  danger?  si  non,  quelle 
souflQrance  pour  elle  ! '  I  answered  him  (what  was 
indeed  the  truth)  that  she  was  sufficiently  aware  of 
his  danger  to  prevent  the  worse  termination  of  his 
illness  being  a  surprise ;  but  that  she  had  not  been  so 
desponding  that  morning  as  my  sister.  General  Fitz 
Patrick,  and  others;  and  I  ventured  to  add,  *et  k 
cette  heure  vous  voyez  qu'elle  avait  raison ;  for,  in 
spite  of  what  I  then  said  to  you,  dabit  Deus  bis 
quoque  finem.'  *  Aye,'  said  he,  with  a  faint  smile, 
*  but  finemy  young  one,  may  have  two  senses.' 

"Such  was  our  last  conversation.     He  spoke,  in- 
deed, frequently  in  the  course  of  the  next  thirty-six 
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hourSy  and  he  evidently  retained  his  faculties  unim- 
paired ;  but  he  was  too  restless  at  one  time,  and  too 
lethargick  at  others,  to  keep  up  any  conversation  after 
that  evening,  which  I  think  was  the  1 1th  of  September. 
About  this  period  of  his  illness,  Mrs.  Fox,  who  had 
a  strong  sense  of  religion,  consulted  some  of  us  on 
the  means  of  persuading   Mr.  Fox  to  hear  prayers 
read  by  his  bedside.     I  own  that  I  had  some  appre- 
hensions lest  any  clergyman  caUed  in  might  think  it 
a  good  opportunity  for  displaying  his  religious  zeal, 
and  acquiring  celebrity  by  some  exhibition  to  which 
Mr.   Fox's    principles   and   taste   would    have    been 
equally  averse.      When,   however,   Mr.    Bouverie,  a 
young  man  of  excellent  character,  without  pretension 
or  hypocrisy,  was  in  the  house,  I  seconded  her  request, 
in  the  full  persuasion  that  by  so  doing  I  promoted 
what  would   have   been  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Fox  him- 
self.    His  chief  object  throughout  was  to  soothe  and 
satisfy  her.     Yet   repugnance  was  felt,  and  to  some 
degree  urged,  even  to  this,  by  Mr.  Trotter,  who  soon 
afterwards  thought  fit  to  describe  with  great  fervour 
the  devotion  it  inspired,  and  to  build  upon  it  many 
conjectures  of  his  own  on  the  religious  tenets  and 
principles  of  Mr.  Fox.      Mr.  Pk)uverie  stood  behind 
the  curtain  of  the  bed,  and  in  a  faint  but  audible 
voice  read  the  service.     Mr.  Fox  remained  unusually 
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quiet.  Towards  the  end,  Mrs.  Fox  knelt  on  the  bed 
and  joined  his  hands,  which  he  seemed  faintly  to  close 
with  a  smile  of  ineffable  goodness,  such  as  can  never 
be  forgotten  by  those  who  witnessed  it.  Whatever  it 
betokened,  it  was  a  smile  of  serenity  and  goodness, 
such  as  could  have  proceeded  at  that  moment  only 
from  a  disinterested  and  benevolent  heart,  from  a 
being  loving  and  beloved  by  all  that  surrounded  and 
by  all  that  approached  him.  From  that  period,  and 
not  till  that  period,  Mrs.  Fox  bore  her  situation  and 
apprehensions  with  some  fortitude ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  her  confidence  in  religion  alone  enabled 
her  to  bear  the  scene  which  she  was  doomed  so 
soon  to  undergo. 

"During  the  whole  of  the  13th  of  September,  no 
hopes  could  be  entertained.  For  the  last  two  hours 
of  his  existence  his  articulation  was  so  painful  and 
indistinct,  that  we  could  only  occasionally  catch  his 
words,  and  then  very  few  at  a  time.  The  small 
room  in  which  he  lay  has  two  doors,  one  into  the 
large  saloon,  the  other  into  a  room,  equally  small, 
adjoining.  In  the  latter  Mrs.  Fox,  during  the  last 
ten  days,  constantly  sat  or  lay  down  without  un- 
dressing. Her  bed  was  within  hearing,  and  indeed 
within  a  very  few  feet,  of  that  of  Mr.  Fox.  The 
doors  were  always  open,  for  the  weather  was  extremely 

vor..  I.  I 
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hot.  Of  tliow!  who  had  access  to  him  (luring  the 
last  melaneholy  rlays,  it  was  at  any  one  moment 
a  mere  accident  who  were  actually  in  the  bed- 
chamber with  him,  who  were  pacing  the  adjoining 
rooms,  or  giving  vent  to  their  grief  in  the  distant 
corners  of  the  apartments.  Each  was  actually  by 
his  bedside  during  some  part  of  the  day,  and  all, 
of  at  least  seven  or  eight  persons,  were  constantly 
within  call  of  the  room  in  which  he  lay,  or  in 
attendance  upon  him.  The  impression,  therefore, 
given,  (whether  intentionally  or  not,  I  camiot  say,) 
with  respect  to  the  persons  present  at  his  death,  in 
Mr.  Trotter's  book  is  quite  incoiTcct.  The  last  words 
wliicli  he  uttered  with  any  distinctness  were,  '  I  die 
happy ; '  and  *  Liz,'  the  affectionate  abbreviation  in 
which  he  usually  addressed  his  wife.  He  attempted 
indeed  to  articulate  something  more,  but  we  none  of 
us  could  accurately  distinguish  the  sounds.  In  very 
few  minutes  after  this  fruitless  endeavour  to  speak, 
in  the  evening  of  the  13th  of  September,  1806,  he 
expired  without  a  groan,  and  with  a  serene  and 
placid  countenance,  which  seemed  even  after  death 
to  n^prescnt  the  benevolent  spirit  which  had  ani- 
nuitod  it" 

Whilst  the  scene  thus  described  bv  Lord  Holland 
is  Unug  enacted.  Lady  Holland  appears  to  those  who 
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are  waiting  near  the  chamber  of  death,  and  answers 
their  breathless  inquiries  by  walking  through  the 
room  with  her  apron  thrown  over  her  head!  In 
such  a  manner  did  this  eccentric  woman  choose  to 
announce  what  was  a  public  as  well  rh  a  private 
calamity.  And  the  nation  honoui-ed  Fox's  clay  by 
burying  it  in  Westminster  Abbey. 


The  above  woodcut,  from  a  portrait  by  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds,  gives,  we  hope,  a  fair  representation  of 
his  face  ;  and  the  following  physiognomy  of  him  by 
Lavater  will  convey  perhaps  an  impartial  idea  of 
his  mind,  as  seen  through  his  features.  It  appears 
with  a  letter,  dated  November  1st,  178S,  from 
r  2 
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Sir  Ralph  Payne,  afterwards  Lord  Lavington,  to  Sir 
Robert  Murray  Keith,  in  which  the  writer  says : — 

**When  I  was  at  Zurich,  where  I  stayed  a  couple 
of  days,  I  paid  a  visit  to,  and  spent  two  or  three 
hours  each  day  with  Lavater ;  and  I  will  annex  a 
memorandum  which  I  copied  from  his  note-book, 
on  Charles  Foxs  physiognomy,  which  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  about  a  couple  of  months 
ago,  at  Berne,  where  he  met  him  accidentally.   .  .  . 

"  Frcnit — Int^puisablo  ;  plus  de  richesse  d'id^es,  et  damages,  que 
je  n'ai  jamais  vu  peint  sur  aucune  physiognomu  ati  monde. 

SourciU — Superbes,  regnants,  dominants. 

Xez — Med  ioc  re. 

Les  Yeux — Remplis  de  g(^nie,  per^ans,  fascinants,  magiques. 

Les  Joues — Sensuels. 

Bouche — Pleine  d'une  volubilitc  surprenante  et  agitable  ;  et  le 
bas  du  visage  doux,  affable,  sociable.     (Lavater  pinxit.) " ' 

Certainly  Lavater  is  not  so  great  in  French 
Grammar  as  in  physiognomy  ! 

The  child  is  father  to  the  man,  and  with  Fox  the 
extraordinary  child  was  father  to  the  extraordinary 
man.  The  indulgence  lavished  upon  him  during  his 
childhood  influenced  his  whole  life,  and  strengthened 
his  bad  as  well  as  his  good  qualities. 

We  have  seen  him  almost  in  his  babyhood  taking 

*  Memoirs  and  Correspondence  of  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keitb, 
edited  by  Mrs.  Gillespie  Smyth.     London,  1 849.    Vol.  ii.  p.  200. 
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his  mother  to  task  for  a  mistake  in  Roman  history, 
and  destroying  his  father  s  papers ;  we  read  of  him 
on  his  road  from  Oxford  to  Holland  House  leaving 
his  watch  in  pawn  for  a  pot  of  porter  with  the 
alehouse-keeper  at  Nettlebed ;  and  later  on  we  find 
him  a  dissolute  man  as  well  as  a  confirmed  gaml)ler. 
But  the  good  predominated  over  the  bad,  and  the 
bad  was  often  an  occasion  for  developing  the  good. 

The  following  occurs  in  Rogers's  *'  Table  Talk  :  '* — 
He  once  won  about  eight  thousand  pounds ;  and  one 
of  his  bond-creditors,  who  soon  heard  of  his  good 
luck,  presented  himself,  and  asked  for  payment.  "  Im- 
possible, sir,"  replied  Fox ;  "  I  must  first  discharge  my 
debts  of  honour."  The  bond-creditor  remonstrated. 
**Well,  sir,  give  me  your  bond."  It  was  delivered 
to  Fox,  who  tore  it  in  pieces  and  threw  them  into 
the  fire.  "Now,  sir,"  said  Fox,  "my  debt  to  you 
is  a  debt  of  honour ; "  and  immediately  paid  him, 

Undoubtedly,  in  him  the  bad  served  to  develop 
the  good.  How  many  other  traits,  equally  charac- 
teristic, prove  that,  amidst  the  gambler's  excitement, 
he  could  maintain  the  generous  equanimity  of  a 
great  mind! 

Having  one  night  lost  an  immense  sum,  his  friend 
Topham  Beauclerk  the  next  morning  paid  him  a 
visit,    expecting  to    find    him   in   a    state   requiring 
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consolation.  Gn^at,  however,  was  the  gambler's 
philosophy  ;  great,  too,  wa.s  his  friend's  astonish- 
ment to  find  him  (juietly  reading  Herodotus.  Fox 
accomited  for  his  cahnness  by  a  reason  which  another 
might  liave  given  for  despair.  *'  What  would  you 
have  me  do,  when  I  have  lost  my  last  shilling?'' 
Once  he  is  said  to  have  gambled  for  twenty-two 
hours  at  a  time,   losing  iiOO/.   an  hour. 

The  habit  of  gambling  paralyzed  in  him  some 
of  those  qualities  which  might  have  made  him 
superior  to  Pitt,  and  greatly  diminished  the  number 
of  his  laurels.  But  he  liked  play  even  as  an  art, 
as  is  proved  by  his  eagerness  for  chess.  Rogers 
once  heard  him  say  that  he  had  not  been  able  to 
sleep  for  thinking  of  some  particular  move.  Had  he 
confined  his  play  to  chess,  he  might  have  excluded 
bailiffs  from  his  society.  But  even  with  them  he 
could  afford  to  be  watty  at  his  own  expense.  Once, 
after  a  dissolution  of  Parliament,  he  was  with  Hare, 
who,  as  well  as  himself,  was  expecting  to  be  arrested. 
Two  bailifls  suddenly  made  their  appearance,  and 
Fox  accosted  them  with  an  iippropriate  joke  :  "  Well, 
gentlemen,  are  you  Hare  hunting  or  Fox  hunting  ? "" 

A  bare  fact,  simply  recorded    in    a    foot-note   to 
Fell's  Memoirs,^  may  here  add  Wright  to  our  opinion 

'  ^rcmoirs  of  C.  J.  Fox.     V.  221). 
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that  his  carelessness  was  accompanied  by  a  genuine 
liberality,  which  lent  an  amiable  side  to  his  ex- 
travagance. After  the  settlement  of  the  West- 
minster Petition,  he  got  £2,000  damages,  which  sum 
he  made  over  to  the  Public  Charities  of  Westminster. 
This  action  coming  as  it  did  after  his  success,  can 
scarcely,  even  by  his  enemies,  be  looked  upon  in 
the  light  of  a  bribe. 

Although  weak  even  to  self-indulgence  in  the 
ordinary  affairs  of  life,  he  had  within  him  an  immense 
power  of  self-control.  And  this,  patriotism,  honour, 
or  gratitude  served  to  draw  forth  :  when  in  office,  he 
never  touched  a  card ;  and  when  his  political  friends 
paid  his  debts,  he  left  off  playing  entirely. 

There  is  scarcely  a  great  social  question  of  those 
times  upon  which  George  Selwyn  has  not  left  his 
mark — a  pun.  When  Fox  s  friends  were  discussing 
amongst  themselves  concerning  a  subscription  they 
had  raised  for  him,  and,  talking  of  the  delicacy  of 
the  subject,  were  wondering  how  he  would  take  it, 
Selwyn  interinipted  :  "  Take  it  ?  why,  quarterly,  to 
be   sure."* 

As  a  youth,  Fox  was  fond  of  gaudy  clothing,  and 
evidently  shared  his  taste  with  his  schoolfellow, 
Lord  Carlisle ;  for  they  travelled  once  from  Paris  to 

^  J.  II.  Jcsso  :  (fcorge  Solwyn  and  his  Contcmporariop. 
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Lyons  with  the  express  purpose  of  buying  waist- 
coats ;  and  these,  the  object  of  their  journey,  were 
naturally  the  subject  of  their  convei-sation.  The  result, 
however,  was  not  so  satisfactory  as  might  have  been 
hoped.  We  know  indeed  nothing  about  the  waist- 
coats themselves,  or  whether  any  were  bought,  but 
we  believe  that  Fox  appeai'ed  in  England  wearing 
a  little  odd  French  hat,  and  shoes  with  red  heels. 
Travestied  thus  externally,  who  would  have  guessed 
what  he  had  within  him  ?  In  his  case,  the  apparel 
did  not  proclaim  the  man. 

Afterwards  he  took  to  the  opposite  extreme,  and 
became  as  slovenly  as  he  had  been  foppish.  One  day, 
carried  away  by  the  charm  of  conversation,  he  forgot, 
until  it  was  too  late  to  change  his  dress,  that  he 
ought  to  make  his  appearance  at  George  the  Third's 
levee.  So  he  rushed  off,  accoutred  as  he  was ;  and 
upon  some  one  remarking  that  his  attire  was  not 
exactly  the  proper  one  to  appear  in  at  Court,  he 
answered  :  "  No  matter ;  he  [the  King]  is  so  blind 
that  he  can't  distinguish  what  I  have  on." 

Of  more  importance,  however,  than  his  taste  in 
dress  is  his  taste  in  literature.  His  just  appreciation 
of  the  beautiful  in  poetry  may  be  infeiTcd  from 
the  fact  that  he  read  Homer  throu(]^h  once  everv 
year.     Although  he  did  not  consider  the  **  Odyssey  " 
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SO  fine  a  poem  as  the  **  Iliad,"  he  thought  it  a 
pleasanter  one  to  read.  As  a  rule,  notwithstanding 
that  he  was  a  constant  reader  of  A'irgil,  he  pre- 
ferred Greek  writers  to  Latin  ones,  and  he  said  that 
the  Greek  liistorians  genemlly  told  nothing  but  truth, 
while  the  Latin  historians  generally  told  nothing  but 
lies.  Correct  as  may  have  been  his  literary  taste,  he 
so  far  evinced  an  appreciation  for  nonsense  as  to  say 
that  no  one  could  be  an  ill-tempered  man  who  wrote 
so  much  nonsense  as  Swift  did ;  and  one  mujht  quarrel 
with  him  for  pronouncing  Drjden's  imitations  of 
Horace  better  than  the  originals.  He  never  neglected 
poetry,  which  he  liked  to  study  in  living  as  well  as 
dead  languages.  He  was  especially  fond  of  Italian. 
But  the  man  who  revelled  in  Dante s  "Divine 
Comedy  "  could  hardly  be  expected  to  have  a  taste  for 
the  school  to  which  Wordsworth  belonged,  and  he 
did  not  feign  any  such  taste  even  when  he  e;ime  in 
contact  with  the  poet  himself.  Seeing  him  at  a  ball 
given  by  Mrs.  Fox,  he  expressed  pleasure  at  making 
his  acquaintance,  but  expressed  no  admiration  of 
his  works.  Said  he,  *'  I  am  very  glad  to  see  you, 
Mr.  Wordsworth,  though  I  am  not  of  your  fartion." 
Fox,  however,  went  further  in  his  exclusiveness  : 
he  used  to  say  that  he  could  not  forgive  Milton  for 
having  occasioned  him  tho  trouble  of  readincr  throutyh 
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"  Paradise  Lost,"  three  parts  of  which  he  considered 
not  worth  reading.  But  it  is  fair  to  add  that  later 
on  he  became  more  just  to  the  epic  poem  of  England. 
The  four  compositions  of  the  century  to  which  he 
gave  the  palm  were  Metastasio's  '*Isaacco/'  Pope's 
"Eloisa  to  Abelard,"  Voltaire's  "Zaire,"  and  Grays 
**  Elegy." 

From  the  intellectual  food  which  he  preferred,  let 
us  turn  to  the  intellectual  food  which  he  dispensed. 
As  an  orator,  he  has  been  likened  to  Demosthenes  ; 
but  whilst  Demosthenes  carefully  prepared  his  ora- 
tions, Fox,  with  all  his  eloquence,  rough,  ready,  and 
witty,  seldom  succeeded  in  a  prepared  speech.  One 
of  the  worst  speeches,  if  not  the  worst  he  ever 
made,  was  that  upon  Francis,  Duke  of  Bedford, 
which  was  almost  the  only  one  he  had  ever  much 
prepared,  and  the  only  one  he  ever  corrected  for  the 
press. ^  What  he  excelled  in  was  reply;  and  it  must 
necessarily  have  been  so.  Fox  was  essentially  gifted 
with  a  quick  perception  of  his  adversaries'  weak 
points,  and  had  a  particular  facility  in  turning  their 
faults  to  account :  like  the  caricaturist  who  makes 
the  personal  defects  of  his  subject  contribute  to  the 
success  of  his  likeness. 

*  Brougham,  Statesmen  of  the  Time  of  George  III.     Series  I. 
Vol.  i. 
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Lord  Brougham  writes  :  ^  "It  has  been  said  of  him 
[Fox],  we  believe  by  Mr.  Frere,  that  he  was  the 
wittiest  speaker  of  his  times ;  and  they  were  the 
times  of  Sheridan  and  of  Windham.  This  was  Mr. 
Canning's  opinion,  and  it  was  also  Mr.  Pitt's."  Lord 
Brougham  moreover  considers  that  it  is  ridiculous  to 
doubt  Fox  was  a  far  closer  reasoner  and  a  much 
more  argumentative  speaker  than  Demosthenes ; 
though  he  thinks  Demosthenes  might  have  sur- 
passed Fox  had  he  lived  in  our  times  and  had  to 
address  an  English  House  of  Commons.  According 
to  him,  Fox  was  ever  best  in  reply  :  his  opening 
speeches  were  almost  always  unsuccessful :  the  one 
in  1805  upon  the  Catholic  Question  (already  referred 
to^)  being  a  great  exception.  But,  be  it  matter  of 
opening  speeches  or  of  speeches  in  reply,  as  Lord 
Erskine,  quoted  by  Lord  Russell,^  says,  "in  the  most 
imperfect  relics  of  Fox's  speeches,  the  hones  of  a 
giant  are  to  he  discovered.^'  Burke,  also  quoted 
by  Lord  Russell,*  says  he  was  "the  most  bril- 
liant and  accomplished  debater  that  the  world  ever 
saw."  To  the  eloquence  and  fire  of  his  expressions 
he  added   a   fine    pronunciation    of  English,    which 

^  Statesmen  of  the  Time  of  George  III.     Series  I.     Vol.  i. 
«  See  p.  104. 

•'  Russell's  Life  and  Times  of  C.  J.  Fox.     Vol.  iii.  chap.  Ixx. 
^  Ibid. 
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language  he  used  in  all  its  beauty  and  richness 
without  borrowing  from  any  other.  And  his  voice, 
thougli  of  small  compjiss  and  almost  shrill,  was 
sometimes  sweet  and  even  powerful.  His  greatest 
speeches  were  probal>ly  those  in  1791  on  the  Rus- 
sian armament,  on  Parliamentary  Reform  in  1797, 
and  on  the  renewal  of  the  war  in  1803.  He  him- 
self preferred  the  last.^ 

Whether  or  not  people  are  enthusiastic  about  Fox's 
eloquence,  he  is  held  up  to  students  of  oratory  as  a 
model,  and  Brougham  recommends  Macaulay  to 
pore  over  the  beginning  of  the  speech  on  the  West- 
minster Scrutiny  till  he  has  it  by  heart  His 
speeches,  so  much  admired  at  the  time,  so  little  read 
now,  would  appear  to  have  partaken  of  his  own  treat- 
ment of  the  future ;  for,  characteristically  with  his 
extravagance,  he  seems  never  to  have  looked  beyond 
the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

In  concluding  the  subject  of  Fox's  eloquence,  how 
can  we  do  better  than  cite  part  of  Lord  Russell's 
quotation  from  Lord  Erskine  ? 

'*  This  extraordinary  person  [Fox],  then,  in  rising 
generally  to  speak,  had  evidently  no  more  premedi- 
tated the  particular  language  he  should  employ,  nor 

*  Brougham,  Statesmen  of  the  Time  of  George  IIL  Series  I. 
Vol.  i. 
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frequently  the  illustrations  and  images  by  which  he 
should  discuss  and  enforce  his  subject,  than  he  had 
contemplated  the  hour  he  was  to  die  ;  and  his  ex- 
alted merit  as  a  debater  in  Parliament  did  not, 
therefore,  consist  in  the  length,  variety,  or  roundness 
of  his  periods,  but  in  the  truth  and  vigour  of  his 
conceptions;  in  the  depth  and  extent  of  his  in- 
formation ;  in  the  retentive  powers  of  his  memory, 
which  enabled  him  to  keep  in  constant  view  not 
only  all  he  had  formerly  read  and  reflected  on,  but 
everything  said  at  the  moment,  and  even  at  other 
times,  by  the  various  persons  whose  arguments  he 
was  to  answer ;  in  the  faculty  of  spreading  out  his 
matter  so  clearly  to  the  grasp  of  his  ow^n  mind 
as  to  render  it  impossible  lie  should  ever  fail  in  the 
utmost  clearness  and  distinctness  to  others  ;  in  the 
exuberant  fertility  of  his  invention,  w^iich  sponta- 
neously brought  forth  his  ideas  at  the  moment  in 
every  possible  shape,  by  which  the  understanding 
might  sit  in  the  most  accurate  judgment  upon 
them ;  whilst,  instead  of  seeking  afterwards  to 
enforce  them  by  cold  premeditated  illustrations  or 
by  episodes  which,  however  beautiful,  only  dis- 
tract attention,  he  was  accustomed  to  repass 
his  subject,  not  methodically,  but  in  the  mo.st 
unforeseen     and      fascinating     review,     enlightening 
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oxery  part  of  it,  ami  landing  even  his  aclversarics 
in  a  kind  of  spell,  for  the  moment,  of  involuntary 
aswent '*  * 

It  will  jK^rhaps  sound  like  a  i)ara(lox,  but  Fox's 
mind  was  too  large  to  have  room  for  pettine^^s  :  and 
as  envy  is  the  pettiest  of  passions,  so  it  never 
entered  into  his  organization.  He  gave  his  rival, 
Pitt,  the  admiration  that  was  due  to  him,  and  spoke 
of  a  speech,  made  by  the  latter  during  the  debates 
on  a  war  with  France,  as  of  one  that  would  have 
excited  the  en\y  and  admiration  of  Demosthenes. 

In  this  particular,  each  great  man  proved  himself 
worthy  of  the  other ;  for  Pitt,  like  all  Fox's  political 
opponents,  ever  entertained  a  high  respect  towards 
him.  He  once  shortly  answered  a  member  of  the 
House  who  was  abusing  a  speech  of  Fox  :  '*  Don't  dis- 
parage it ;  nobody  could  have  made  it  but  himself !  " 

The  sense  of  impartiality  by  which  Fox  rendered 
justice  to  his  great  rival  was  derived  from  the  ex- 
treme love  of  truth  which  was  an  essential  point 
in  his  character.  True  to  himself  as  to  others,  he 
showed  himself  such  as  he  was ;  aflFectation  and  he 
were  totally  at  variance  ;  and  who  does  not  know  the 
charm  that  nature  imparts  to  everyday  life  ?  With 
him  it  was  not  only  exemplified  in  public,  but  also 

^  RuBseirs  Life  and  Times  of  0.  J.  Fox.     Vol.  iii.  chap.  Ixx. 
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in  private ;  for,  unlike  those  who  keep  their  best 
dresses  and  their  best  behaviour  for  strangei-s  or  bare 
acquaintances,  he  carried  the  simplicity  of  his  manner, 
the  perfection  of  his  sense,  and  the  charm  of  his  wit, 
into  the  society  of  his  most  intimate  friends,  and  even 
of  his  home-circle. 

A  pleasing  trait  in  his  character  was  his  unsus- 
picious benevolence.  One  day  he  had  gone  with 
his  brother,  General  Fox,  to  witness  Lunardi  make 
his  first  balloon  ascent  in  England.  As  a  matter  of 
course  the  crowd  was  a  field  for  pickpockets.  Fox 
happening  to  put  his  hand  upon  his  w^atch,  found 
somebody  else  similarly  occupied,  with  a  less  legitimate 
right.  From  the  hand  he  looked  to  the  face,  and  said 
kindly,  "  My  friend,  you  have  chosen  an  occupation 
which  will  \)e  your  ruin  at  last."  The  answer  was 
enough  to  change  his  gentle  reproof  into  substantial 
sympathy  :  "0,  Mr.  Fox,  forgive  me,  and  let  me  go  I 
I  have  been  driven  to  this  course  by  necessity  alone  ; 
my  wife  and  children  are  starving  at  home."  Fox's 
reply  was  a  guinea,  which  he  placed  in  the  thief's 
hand.  But  generosity  is  not  always  reciprocal ;  and 
after  the  sight  was  over,  when  Fox  once  more 
wished  to  know  what  o'clock  it  was,  he  discovered 
that  the  man  had  made  the  present  complete  by 
adding  the  watch  to  the  guinea.     Fox's  sui-j)rise  found 
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voiit  in  words:  *Mio<xl  God,  niv  watch  is  ffone!" 
*'  Yes,"  coolly  answered  General  Fox,  **  I  know  it  is ; 
I  saw  your  friend  takt-  it."  "Saw  liim  take  it!  and 
you  made  no  attempt  to  stop  him  ?  '*  ''  Ileally,  you 
and  he  appeared  to  1k»  on  such  good  terms  with  each 
other,  that  I  did  not  choose  to  interfere." 

It  mav  be  said  that  he  countenanced  duellin<j  in 
much  the  same  wav  as  he  countenanced  theft.  Mr. 
Adam  (M.P.  for  Gatton,  Surrey)  taking  offence  at 
something:  Fox  had  said,  and  not  receivincj  the 
explanation  demanded,  a  duel  ensued  :  but  rather  a 
one-sided  duel :  Fox,  desired  by  Mr.  Adam  to  fire, 
answered,  "  Sir,  I  have  no  quarrel  with  you  ;  do 
you  fire."  Mr.  Adam  fired  and  wounded  Fox,  pro- 
bably without  knowing  he  had  done  so,  and  Fox 
fired  without  effect.  But  Mr.  Adam  still  demanded 
reparation,  which  Fox  still  refused.  So  shots  were 
again  exchanged.  This  time  Fox  fired  his  pistol  in 
the  air,  and  followed  the  act  by  declaring  that,  which, 
had  he  declared  it  in  the  first  instance,  might  have 
prev(»nted  the  duel.  Mr.  Adam  said,  "  Sir,  you  have 
behaved  like  a  man  of  honour.''^ 

• 

it  would  l)e,  however,  eiToneous  to  say  that  Fox's 
morals  were  unexceptionable  ;  although  it  might  be 
ad<le<l,  with  more  justice  than  charity,  that  in  those 

'  Annual  lipgit»ter,  Nov.  30,  1779. 
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days,  rigid  morality  amongst  men  was  rather  the 
exception  than  the  rule.  What  we  prefer  here  to 
mention  is,  that  he  became  a  devoted  husband; 
and,  as  we  know  from  a  holy  source  that  love  earns 
forgiveness,  so  we  feel  sure  that  the  errors  to  which 
he  long  yielded  were  condoned  in  virtue  of  the 
tenderness  which  to  the  last  he  showed  his  wife. 
On  the  day  upon  which  he  completed  his  fiftieth 
year,  he  addressed  the  following  verses  to  her.  Let 
us  hope  they  were  as  sincere  as  they  are  well 
turned : — 

*'  Of  years  I  have  now  half  a  century  past, 
And  none  of  the  fifty  so  blest  as  the  last. 
How  it  happens  my  troubles  thus  daily  should  cease, 
And  my  happiness  thus  with  my  years  should  increase, 
This  defiance  of  Nature's  more  general  laws, 
You  alone  can  explain,  who  alone  are  the  cause."  ^ 

And  at  the  board  where  there  was  sentiment, 
there  could  also  be  dry  wit.  One  day,  accusing 
himself  of  being  a  bad  carver,  and  Mrs.  Fox  con- 
firming the  accusation,  he  quietly  replied,  "Yes, 
my  dear,  I  thought  you'd  agree  with  me."  Mrs. 
Fbx  said  that  the  only  fault  she  could  find  with 
him  was  his  aversion  to  music.  The  utmost  she 
could  say  for  him  was  that  he  could  read  Homer 
whilst  she  played  and  sang  to  herself.     But  whatever 

*  KusselFs  Life  and  Times  of  C.  J.  Fox.     Vol.  iil  chap.  Ivi. 
VOL.  I.  K 
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may  have  been  their  dissimilarity  of  tastes,  she  was 
an  attentive — almost  too  attentive — wife  to  him. 

In  the  Diaries  and  Letters  of  Sir  George  Jackson, 
recently  published,  there  is  mention  of  a  visit  which 
Sir  George,  then  Mr.,  Jackson,  on  the  7th  of 
September,  1806,  paid  Charles  James  Fox,  in  order 
to  receive  the  instructions  of  the  great  Foreign 
Secretary  before  [»roceeding  on  a  mission  abroad. 
Mr.  Jackson  savs: — 

"  He  received  me  at  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning 
in  his  bedroom,  and  though  looking  wretchedly  ill, 
conversed  more  cheerfully  and  freely  than  I  had 
expected ;  but  I  fear  I  was  far  less  impressed  by  the 
seriousness  of  his  illness  than  I  othem'ise  should  have 
l>een  from  the  ludicrous  turn  given  to  our  interview 
by  Mrs.  Fox,  who,  on  my  arrival,  as  I  afterwards  dis- 
covered, had  slipped  into  a  closet,  en  deshabille. 
Either  she  feared  that  the  subject  of  our  conversation, 
on  which  Mr.  Fox  spoke  with  much  earnestness,  and 
at  times  even  with  animation,  was  leading  him  on  to 
exertion  his  strength  was  unequal  to,  or  she  soon  grew 
very  weary  of  it ;  for  I  had  not  been  long  in  the  room 
when  she  began,  and  kept  up,  a  continuous  sotto 
voce  coughing  and  hemming.  This  passed  unheeded 
by  Mr.  Fox ;  but  just  as  I  was  about  to  take  leave 
of   him,   Mrs.   Fox   had   become   so   impatient  that, 
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unable  to  bear  her  imprisonment  any  longer,  she 
rapped  on  the  door,  and  in  a  piping,  complaining 
tone  called  out,  *Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Fox,  my  dear,  the 
young  man's  gone,  I  think?  Can't  I  come  out, 
my  dear?  I'm  so  very,  very  cold.'  He  looked  at 
me  with  a  languid  smile ;  bade  me  good-bye,  and, 
in  the  kindest  manner,  wished  me  a  prosperous 
journey  and  success  through  life."^ 

As  we  have  already  mentioned,  some  of  Fox's 
latter  years  were  spent  in  retirement  at  St.  Anne's 
Hill,  where  he  divided  his  time  between  rural 
occupations  and  study.  The  freshness  of  mind 
shown  by  the  great  statesman  in  his  declining  years 
would  be  a  fit  lesson  for  the  young  people  of  our 
day,  who,  tired  by  excitement,  and  despising  sim- 
plicity, profess  themselves  disgusted  with  life  before 
they  have  tasted  of  half  its  enjoyments.  We  would 
advise  them  to  study  the  intimate  country-life  of 
Fox,  to  hear  him  greet  the  return  of  the  familiar 
landscape,  exclaiming  with  childish  eagerness,  after 
he  had  watched  a  thick  mist  gradually  disperse  from 
over  the  Chertsey  hills  :  '*  Good  morning  to  you  !  I 
am  glad  to  see  you  again." 

He  admired  nature,  and  loved  children.     But  he 

^  Diaries  aad  Letters  of  Sir  George  Jackson,  K.C.H.     London, 
1873.     Vol.  ii.  pp.  3,  4. 
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could  6DJoy  the  beautiful  in  art,  even  if,  while  con- 
templating a  fine  canvas,  his  thoughts  recuired  to 
a  living  landscape.  Traversing  one  day  with  Rogers 
the  Picture  GaUerv  in  the  Louvre,  he  suddenly 
turned  and  looked  out  of  the  window,  remarking 
regretfully,  "  This  hot  sun  will  bum  up  my  turnips 
at  St  Anne's  HilL" 

He  had  a  touching  devotion  for  his  old  haunts, 
and  Burke  justly  remarked  of  him,  "  Yes,  he  is  like 
a  cat, — he  is  fond  of  the  house,  though  the  family  be 
gone,"  Shortly  before  he  died,  he  went  to  Holland 
House  and  walked  over  all  the  grounds,  lo(ddng 
tenderly  at  each  familiar  spot,  as  if  he  wished  to 
cany  through  the  gates  of  death  the  impressions 
engraved  on  his  soul  during  his  childhood.  A  man 
uniting  as  he  did  simplicity  of  mind  with  brilliancy 
of  intellect,  calm  indifierence  with  determinate 
energy,  large-minded  generosity  with  acute  sharp- 
ness^ and  sparkling  wit  Mrith  solid  wisdom,  was 
not  only,  as  the  same  Burke,  his  enemy  and 
quondam  friend,  said,  ''a  man  made  to  be  loved," 
but  also  to  be  admired. 

Many  years  after  his  death,  a  f%te  wbs  given 
at  Chiswick  House.  Two  of  his  friends,  Samuel 
Rogers  and  Robert  Adair,  were  sauntering  through 
the    apartments,    and    Adair    said   to   Rogers,    ^'Jn 
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which  room  did  Fox  expire  V    "  In  this  very  room.** 
And  Adair  burst  into  a  vehement  flood  of  tears. 

If  it  is  a  blessing  that,  in  joyful  moments,  we 
cannot  foretell  sorrows  which  may  come  and  over- 
shadow the  very  scenes  of  our  joy,  it  is  often  also 
a  blessing,  in  moments  of  light-heartedness,  not  to 
know  the  heart-rendings  of  which  the  very  spot 
we  are  in  has  been  the  scene.  And  yet,  thus, 
while  we  stand  between  the  mist  of  the  future  and 
the  gulf  of  the  past,  we  constantly  overlook  that  of 
which  alone  we  can  make  sure,  ever  drifting  though 
it  be — the  ground  of  the  present.^ 

'  Many  of  the  anecdotes  concerning  Fox  in  this  chapter  will  be 
fonud  corroborated  in  Rogers's  '*  Table  Talk  "  (DyceX  a  book  now, 
nnfortnnately,  ont  of  print 


innnnp. 


Seal  of  C.  J.  Pox. 


^ 


CHAPTER    IV. 

THE  THIRD,    AND  THE   FOURTH  LORD   HOLLAND. 

"  Xephew  of  Fox,  and  friend  of  Grey, — 
Enough  ay  meed  of  fame 
If  thoee  vho  deign'd  to  obeeire  me  say 
I  injured  neither  name." 


The  above  lines  were  found  on  tlie  third  Lord  Hol- 
land's dresaiog-tablc  after  his  death,  written  in  his 
handwriting  a  short  time  before ;  and  the  aspiration 
in  them  was  well  expressed  as  it  was  well  founded. 
Certainly,  far  from  sullying  the  name  of  his  uncle  or 
his  friend,  he  proved  himself  worthy  of  both. 

Henry  Richard,  third  Lord  Holland,  was  bom  at 
Winterslow  House  (Wilts)  on  the  2l8t  of  November, 
1773,  and  narrowly  escaped  being  burnt  with  the 
house  a  few  months   afterwards.     His  father  dying 
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when  he  was  only  thirteen  months  old,  he  laboured 
under  the  immense  disadvantage  of  never  sitting  in 
the  House  of  Commons  ;  of  this  disadvantage,  how- 
ever, the  ill  effects  were  greatly  counteracted  by  his 
political  education.  Trained  by  Fox,  he  turned  the 
faults  of  his  predecessors  into  so  many  warnings  to 
himself,  and  rose  to  great  distinction.  Like  Fox, 
he  had  an  especial  quickness  of  perception  for  the 
unsound  part  of  an  adversary's  argument,  and  thus, 
like  Fox,  his  chief  excellence  lay  in  reply  rather 
than  in  statement  While  with  the  rapidity  of  light- 
ning he  struck  weak  points,  he  became  entangled  in 
the  very  abundance  of  his  ideas,  and  sometimes 
paused  over  the  choice  of  his  expressions.  Thus, 
hesitation  which  in  many  arises  from  poverty,  in  him 
was  produced  by  richness.  He  was  a  bom  debater, 
and  had  a  love  for  discuasion  as  Thomas  Diafoirus 
had  a  love  for  dissection. 

On  first  entering  the  House  of  Lords,  he  had  but 
little  opportunity  for  cultivating  this  taste :  debate 
there  had  already  become  a  mere  form,  as  even  on 
important  nights  the  minority  often  mustered  only 
six  or  seven  peers  in  a  house  of  only  some  eighty 
or  ninety.  On  the  occasion  of  his  first  speech  he 
was  one  of  a  minority  of  six  against  a  majority  of 
seventy-three. 
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Lord  Holland's  political  career  is  an  open  book, 
the  pages  of  which  we  can  always  turn  over  without 
ever  finding  a  blot  During  forty  years,  sincere  and 
consistent  with  himself  as  with  others,  he  was  the 
constant  protector  of  the  oppressed  and  the  inde- 
fatigable champion  of  tnie  liberty,  whilst  neither 
prejudice  nor  interest  could  ever  make  him  deviate 
from  integrity's  straight  path ;  and  even  those  who 
politically  disagree  with  him,  must  admire  his 
consistency. 

With  regard  to  his  official  life,  it  need  only  be 
mentioned  that  Lord  Holland  was  for  some  time 
Lord  Privy  Seal  in  the  Administration  of  All  the 
Talents ;  and  that  he  was  three  times  Chancellor  of 
the  Duchy  of  Lancaster :  once  under  Lord  Grey  and 
twice  under  Lord  Melbourne.  Politically,  he  was  an 
earnest  and  persevering  advocate  for  Parliamentary 
Eeform.  In  April  1800,  he  made  a  motion,  unsuc- 
cessfully, with  the  view  of  abrogating  the  Catholic 
disabilities.  In  May  of  the  same  year  he  opposed 
the  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  In  August 
1806,  he  was  sworn  of  the  Privy  Council  and  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  plenipotentiaries  for  settling  the 
various  matters  in  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States.  In  1811  te  successfully  opposed 
the  Dissenters'  Bill   introduced  by  Lord   Sidmouth. 
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He  protested  against  England's  course  at  the  Con- 
gress of  Verona  (1822) ;  and  when,  in  1825,  the 
Catholic  Association  agitated  with  formidable  effect 
for  emancipation,  and  the  Tories  tried  to  remove 
the  effect  without  suppressing  the  cause,  the  view 
he  took  and  the  opinions  he  expressed  were  con- 
sistent with  liberty  in  constitution  and  liberality 
in  religion.  Consistent  too  with  these  was  his  aid 
in  1828  to  the  abolition  of  the  Test  and  Corpora- 
tion Acts. 

But  the  pre-eminent  distinction  of  his  political 
life  was  his  steadfast  and  almost  single-handed 
defence  of  Napoleon.  An  incidental  mention  in  a 
single  instance  by  Lanfrey  may  explain  vividly 
enough  Lord  Holland's  course  in  the  debate 
(Jan.  28,  1800)  on  the  King'^  message  respecting 
the  celebrated  overture  for  Peace  made  by  Napo- 
leon to  him :  *'  L'ardente  philippique  de  Grenville 
entraina  TAssembl^e  h,  Timmense  majority  de  92  voix 
contre  6,  en  d^pit  des  protestations  du  due  de 
Bedford,  et  de  lord  Holland  qui  excita  le  rire  de  la 
Chambre  en  se  portent  garant  de  la  sincerity  de 
Bonaparte."  *  Always  opposing  any  measure  of  the 
House  which  he  considered  either  unjust  or  unge- 
nerous.  Lord  HoUancJ  remained  constant  to  Napoleon 

*  Lanfrey  :  Napol<5on  I.     Vol.  ii.  chap.  ii. 
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after  fortune  had  deserted  him,  and  he  violently  re- 
sisted that  which,  in  defiance  of  good  faith,  consigned 
the  great  man  to  a  living  grave.  The  unbounded 
and  life-long  admiration  which  Lord  Holland  enter- 
tained  for  him  is  but  one  additional  proof  of  the 
spell  which  Napoleon  possessed,  and  of  which  he 
made  so  unjustifiable  a  use  in  his  relations  towards 
Pius  VIL  Of  Lord  Holland's  private  Mendship  and 
consideration  for  Napoleon  there  will  be  proof  in 
another  part  of  this  work,  which  treats  of  the  Napo- 
leonic mementoes  in  Holland  House. 

Lord  Holland  was  passionately  fond  of  litera- 
ture, and  having,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  spent 
a  considerable  time  in  Spain,  he  not  only  be- 
came deeply  interested  in  Spanish  politics,  but 
also  cultivated  Spanish  authors.  He  said  he  had 
been  induced  to  learn  Spanish  by  what  Hayley  had 
written  concerning  the  poet  Ercilla.  Lord  Holland 
has  been  called  the  best  informed  and  most  elegant 
of  our  writers  on  the  subject  of  the  Spanish 
Theatre,  and  his  love  for  Spanish  literature  is  proved 
by  the  great  collection  of  Spanish  authors  he  left 
in  Holland  House,  as  well  as  by  the  Spanish  plays 
he  translated,  and  by  the  memoir  he  wrote  of 
Lope  de  Vega.  This  work,  originally  published  in 
1806,  was  republished  in   1817,  accompanied  by  a 
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life  of  Guillen  de  Castro.  It  has  been  deservedly- 
praised  for  its  classical  purity,  and  is  calculated  to 
develop,  as  it  sets  forth,  good  taste. 

Loi-d  Holland  has  also  left:  "Foreign  Remi- 
niscences," in  which  his  great  admiration  for 
Napoleon  is  conspicuous,  but  which  perhaps  in  other 
respects  rather  prove  his  readiness  than  his  careful 
writing ;  *'  Memoirs  of  the  Whig  Party,"  from  which 
we  have  so  freely  quoted ;  and  a  biographical  sketch 
of  Sheridan.  Of  his  "Political  Opinions"  Macaulay 
speaks  in  the  following  terms : — " ...  it  is  a  book 
which,  even  if  it  had  been  the  work  of  a  less 
distinguished  man,  or  had  appeared  under  circum- 
stances less  interesting,  would  have  well  repaid  an 
attentive  perusal.  It  is  valuable,  both  as  a  record 
of  principles  and  as  a  model  of  composition.  We 
find  in  it  all  the  great  maxims  which,  during  more 
than  forty  years,  guided  Lord  Holland's  public  con- 
duct, and  the  chief  reasons  on  which  those  maxims 
rest,  condensed  into  the  smallest  possible  space,  and 
set  forth  with  admirable  perspicuity,  dignity,  and 
precision."  ^ 

His  taste  for  versification  showed  itself  rather  pre- 
cociously. Here  is  what  Horace  Walpole  says  of  his 
verses  in  a  letter  to  the  Countess  of  Ossory : — 

^  Macaulay's  Essays. 
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"Berkeley  Square,  Dtc.  30,  1789. 

**  Though  I  have  nothing  but  thanks  for  Lord 
Holland's  verses  to  send  you,  madam,  I  must  send 
them.  I  am  extremely  pleased  with  his  variety 
of  metres,  and,  if  I  may  decide,  prefer  his  heroics. 
If  I  may  criticise,  his  trochaics  are  not  always 
perfect,  now  and  then  wanting  a  syllable,  as  in 
*I  resolve  to  perform  whatever's  my  duty,'  and 
the  next,  and  in  one  or  two  others,  I  do  not 
delight  in  that  measure,  but  at  least  it  should  be 
complete  to  the  ear.  He  is  excellent  in  rhymes,  and 
so  is  Lord  Ossory,  too,  whose  poetry  I  am  very  glad 
to  have  gained,  by  the  by.  It  is  refreshing  to  read 
natural  easy  poetry,  full  of  sense  and  humour,  in- 
stead of  that  unmeaning,  laboured,  painted  style, 
now  in  fashion,  of  the  Delia  Cruscas  and  Co.,  of 
which  it  is  impossible  •  ever  to  retain  a  couplet, 
no  more  than  one  could  remember  how  a  string  of 
emeralds  and  rubies  were  placed  in  a  necklace. 
Poetry  has  great  merit,  if  it  is  the  vehicle  and  pre- 
servative of  sense,  but  it  is  not  to  be  taken  in 
change  for  it. 

"I  do  not,  certainly,  mean  to  pay  Lord  Holland 
for  his  verses,  by  sending  him  my  fourth  volume, 
which,  though  in  prose,  is  no  work  of  sense ;  it  is 
merely  to   complete  his  set   of  a  register;   and   he 
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shall  have  it,  if  your  ladyship  will  be  so  good  as  to 
tell  me  how  to  convey  it 

"  A  knock  at  the  door  saves  your  ladyship  and 
me  from  adding  any  nonsense  to  my  letter."^ 

This  is  encouraging:  but,  from  verses  of  his 
found  in  Holland  House,  he  would  seem  later  to 
have  excelled  less  in  poetry  than  in  prose ;  and  as 
he  himself  used  to  say  that  the  sign  of  the  true  poet 
consists  in  being  able  to  write  from  impression,  it 
is  not  unnatural  to  think  that  his  poetical  zenith 
was  in  his  most  impressionable  age. 

The  following  sonnet  of  his  was  sent  to  the  Times 
by  Sir  E.  Wilson  (November  15,  1827),  and  appa- 
rently not  accepted : — 

^*  May  sadden  ruin  and  all  woe  betide 
The  shallow  statesmen  and  the  seeming  wise, 
Who  dread  in  other  nations'  liberties 
Some  distant  mischief  to  their  country's  pride, 
And  view  reviving  Greece  with  jealous  eyes. 
Ill  do  they  judge  of  England,  ill  would  guide 
Her  state,  who  falsely  deem  her  power  allied 
To  widespread  wrongs  and  miscreant  dynasties. 
But  sager  she  hath  taught  her  virtuous  sons 
Of  late,  such  mongrel  wisdom  to  disdain. 
Man's  welfare  must  be  hers — through  every  vein 
In  this  large  world  where  freedom's  current  runs. 
Her  heart  draws  vigor,  and  her  commerce  gain ; 
She  joys  with  rescued  Greece,  she  droops  with  fallen  Spain."' 


^  Horace  Walpole,  Letters  to  the  Countcbs  of  Ossory. 
*  Notes  and  Queries.    Nov.  18,  1871. 
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I-iord  Holland  had  one  characteristic  in  common 
with  every  true  poet :  breadth.  Unlike  some  of  our 
stolid  John  Bulls,  who,  even  travelling,  cany  about 
as  a  perpetual  standard  of  reference  the  dimensions 
of  their  own  narrow  circle;  unlike  also  those  who 
fly  into  the  opposite  extreme,  and,  for  a  standard 
of  reference,  carrying  about  shame  of  their  country, 
with  English  habits  vainly  ape  foreign  manners — 
Lord  Holland  enjoyed  the  Continent,  and,  when  he 
left  it,  was  all  the  more  fit  for  his  own  home.  After 
enjoying,  and  profiting  by,  his  travels,  he  returned 
to  England  in   1796,  and  restored  Holland  House, 

He  restored  it  in  two  ways:  he  restored  it  prac- 
tically, under  Mr.  Saunders,  fitting  it  up  at  great 
expense  for  his  own  habitation ;  and  he  restored  it 
intellectually  by  bringing  together  those  wits  and 
geniuses  who  invested  it  with  greater  brilliancy  than 
it  had  enjoyed  even  in  the  days  of  Addison. 

The  circle  of  Holland  House  was  a  cosmopolitan 
one,  and  Holland  House  was  among  houses  what 
England  is  amongst  nations — a  common  ground, 
where  all  opinions  could  freely  breathe. 

Much  as  people  are  wont  to  regret  the  number  of 
their  years,  who  would  not  gladly  now  be  half  a 
century  older  to  have  formed  part  of  that  circle, 
and  heard  the  brilliant  passages  of  wit  and  intellect 
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which  passed^  and  too  often  passed  away,  within 
those  walls!  A  list  furnished  by  Elizabeth,  Lady 
Holland  to  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  helps  us  in 
enumerating  some  of  the  names  which  have  thus 
immortalized  the  house  : — 

Macaulay,  who,  much  in  the  same  spirit  that  he 
talks,  in  his  review  on  Ranke,  of  the  New  Zealand  er 
taking  his  stand  on  a  broken  arch  of  London  Bridge 
to  sketch  the  ruins  of  St.  Paul's,  alludes  in  rather 
a  cold-blooded  manner  to  the  possibility  of  Holland 
House  disappearing  beneath  railways  and  squares. 
But,  thank  Heaven,  such  an  eventuality  is  not  likely 
during  its  present  mistress's  tenure,  Macaulay 
painted  a  brilliant  picture  of  the  society  at  Holland 
House,  and  from  the  picture  excluded  the  artist ; 
let  this  poor  tribute  to  his  work  humbly  indicate 
what  he  omitted. 

Sheridan,  the  wit,  the  genius,  whose  faults  have 
been  described  as  almost  all  of  a  poetical  character — 
the  excesses  of  generous  virtues. 

Sir  Philip  Francis,  whose  supposed  authorship  of 
"  Junius "  places  him  in  historical  interest  on  a  level 
with  the  wearer  of  the  iron  mask. 

Blanco  White,  the  Spanish  renegade  priest,  who, 
under  the  pseudonym  of  Don  Leucado  Doblado,  was 
the  author  of  "  Doblado's  T^etters  "  written  in  1823, 
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three  of  whieh  iu  his  own  handwriting  figure  among 
the  autographs  of  HoUand  House. 

Doctor  Parr,  whose  attainments  and  Whig  prin- 
ciples gave  him  fame,  and  whose  horror  of  the  east 
wind  was  such  that  Tom  Sheridan  once  kept  him  in 
the  house  for  a  fortnight  by  fixing  the  weathercock 
in  an  easterly  direction.  His  admiration  for  Charles 
James  Fox,  of  whom  he  published  "  Characters,** 
entitles  him  to  special  mention  here.  Amongst  his 
friends,  he  was  a  sort  of  despot ;  but  he  was  a  firiend 
worth  having.  One  day,  Mackintosh  having  vexed 
him  by  calling  O'Coigly  **a  rascal,"  Parr  immediately 
rejoined:  "Yes,  Jimmy,  but  he  might  have  been 
worse ;  he  was  an  Irishman,  and  he  might  have 
been  a  Scotchman ;  he  was  a  priest,  and  he  might 
have  been  a  lawyer;  he  was  a  rebel,  and  he  might 
have  been  an  apostate." 

Byron,  who  dedicated  to  Lord  Holland  the  "  Bride  of 
Abydos."   Before  that,  he  had  written  of  Lord  Holland : 

'*  Illastrious  Holland  !  hard  would  be  his  lot, 
His  hirelings  mention'd,  and  himself  forgot ! 
Holland,  with  Henry  Petty  at  his  hack, 
The  whipper-in  and  huntsman  of  the  pack. 
Blest  he  the  banquets  spread  at  Holland  House, 
Where  Scotchmen  feed,  and  critics  may  carouse ! 
Long,  long  beneath  that  hospitable  roof 
Shall  Grub-street  dine,  while  duns  are  kept  aloof."  ^ 


'  English  Bards  and  Scotch  Eeviewers. 
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This  he  afterwards  regretted,  as  is  evident  from  a 
paragraph  in  his  journal  (Nov.  17,   1813): — 

"...  I  did  think  at  the  time,  that  my  cause  of 
enmity  proceeded  from  Holland  House,  and  am  glad 
I  was  wrong,  and  wish  I  had  not  been  in  such  a 
hurry  with  that  confounded  Satire,  of  which  I  would 
suppress  even  the  memory;  .   .  .''^ 

George  Ellis,  of  the  Anti-Jacohin,  the  writer  who 
changed  his  politics,  and  was  right  for  what  he  did, 
if  conviction  guided  him. 

Wollaston,  the  scientific  physician. 

Mr.  Crauford,  who,  after  his  return  from  the 
East,  resided  chiefly  in  France,  and  published  several 
works  in  French  and  in  English :  "  Melanges  de 
LittSrature"  " Researches  concerning  the  Laws,  The- 
ology, Learning,  Commerce,  of  ancient. and  modem 
India;''  Ac. 

Edwards,  the  opponent  of  Wilberforce,  and  his- 
torian of  the  West  Indies. 

Lord  Jeffrey,  of  the  Edinhuryh  Review. 

Lewis,  called  after  his  famous  book,  IVloiik 
Lewis. 

Payne  Knight,  the  great  scholar  and  antiquary, 
who  left  his  splendid  collection  of  antique  art  to 
the  British  Museum. 

1  Given  as  a  note  to  *'  Engliith  Bards  and  Scotch  Reviewers." 
VOL.  I.  L 
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Sir  John  Newport,  the  Irish  ^I.P.,  Privy  Coun- 
cillor, and  Chancellor  of  Exchequer. 

Dumont,  the  publicist,  the  friend  and  helper  of 
Mirabeau  and  of  Jeremy  Bentham,  the  latter  of 
whom  quarrelled  with  him  about  a  trifle.  Dumont 
made  rather  a  good  epigram  after  Scott  had  published 
his  **  Life  of  Napoleon  "  : — 

'*  Mauvais  romancier  quaiid  il  ccrlt  rhistoire, 
Habile  liistorien  qiiand  il  fait  des  romaus, 
S'il  invente,  il  faut  le  croire, 
S'il  raconte,  mefiez-vous  en.*'*  •     . 

Four  great  Lord  Chancellors :  Thurlow,  who  died 
the  same  year  as  Pitt  and  Fox.  Eldon,  celebrated 
for  his  prosecution  of  Queen  Caroline.  Brougham, 
equally  celebrated  for  her  defence.  And*  Ljmdhurst, 
who  belongs  to  the  old  world  and  to  the  new,  as 
he  does  to  the  last  century  and  to  the  present ; 
and  whose  name,  if  even  in  one  sense  extinct,  must 
still  last  for  all  time. 

Sir  Humphry  Davy,  the  great  chemist  who  has 
left  us  works  and  discoveries,  and  whose  name  is 
perpetuated  in  the  miners'  safet}''-lamp. 

Count  Rumford  (Sir  Benjamin  Thompson),  the 
scientific  philanthropist,  and,  we  might  almost  add, 
cosmopolitan.      Certainly    he   was   a  very  universal 

^  Furnished  to  us  orally,  by  a  friend. 
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man.     An  American  by   birth,   an  English   knight, 

and  a  Count  of  the  Holy  Roman   Empire ;  though 

his   greatest    political  position    may  have    been    in 

Bavaria,    he    has    a  valid    claim    to    celebrity    in 

England  as  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Royal 
Institution. 

Lord  Aberdeen  : 

"  The  traveird  Thane,  Athenian  Aberdeen."  ^ 

Lord  Moira,  whose  fluent  speaking  Curran  called 
'^airing  his  vocabulary ; "  and  who  was  afterwards 
Governor-General  of  India  and  Marquis  of  Hastings. 

Mr.  Frere  (the  Right  Honourable  John  Hookham 
Frere),  for  some  time,  duriug  the  early  part  of 
the  present  century,  British  Minister  in  Spain. 
Lik^  his  host,  he  was  an  accomplished  translator  of 

Spanish.      But   his   most   popular   claim   to   literar}'^ 

■ 

renown  will  probably  be  his  joint  authorship  with 
Canning  of  "  The  Needy  Knife-grinder,''  more  so  than 
his  character  of  Whistlecraft,  Lord  Byron's  confessed 
immediate  model  for  "Beppo." 

Whitbread,  the  distinguished  politician  and  ad- 
herent of  Charles  James  Fox. 

Lord  Macartney,  who  made  an  embassy  to  China. 
He  is  one  of  the  people  of  whom  it  is  said   that, 

I  Byron  :  English  Bards  and  Scotch  Keviewers. 

L  2 
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taking  a  hint  from  the  King,  he  learnt  Spanish,  and 
informing  his  Majesty  of  the  fact,  was  answered, 
that  he  would  now  be  able  to  read  Don  Quixote 
in  the  original. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  a  very  Conservative  name 
in  a  very  Whig  circle. 

Charles  James  Fox,  of  course. 

Hare,  who,  coming  after  Fox,  recalls  the  latters 
pun  to  the  bailiffs,  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
chapter.^ 

Fitzpatrick  and  Lord  Ossory,  whom  we  might 
call  part  of  the  family. 

G  rattan,  who,  though  he  looked  upon  office  as 
slavery,  was  a  most  distinguished  Irish  statesman 
during  a  most  important  part  of  Irish  history.  He 
was  so  full  of  true  courtesy  that  he  made  a  point 
even  of  returning  the  bow  of  a  child  ;  and  was  so 
fond  of  walking  with  Rogers,  that  ]Mrs.  Grattan  once 
said  to  him  rather  angrily,  "You'll  be  taken  for 
Mr.  Rogers's  shadow." 

Curran,  the  embodiment  of  Irish  wit  and  humoxur. 

Whishaw,  whose  sense  made  his  opinions  valuable 
to  have  and  also  difficult  to  obtain. 

Sir  Thomas  Maitland,  Lord  High  Commissioner 
for  the  affairs  of   India ;   he  was   deemed   a  despot, 

^  See  page  118. 


IV.]  THIRD   LORD  HOLLAND'S  "SALON."         i49 


and  nicknamed  "King  Tom."  And  his  relation 
"  Citizen  Maitland/'  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  who,  from 
being  a  Red  Republican,  became  a  red-hot  Tory. 

Windham,  the  great  orator  and  statesman,  and 
friend  of  Burke. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  first  Lord  Minto,  Governor- 
General  of  India  and  Viceroy  of  Corsica. 

The   last   Lord  Egremont. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  Master  of  the  Rolls,  whose 
name  will  rather  be  transmitted  to  posterity  as  the 
great  reformer  of  English  jurisprudence. 

Sir  William  Grant,  also  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

Sir  John  Leach,  the  Vice-Chancellor. 

Sir  Arthur  Pigott,  Attorney-General. 

Monroe,  afterwards  President  of  the  United  States. 

Washington  Irving,  the  American  author  and 
diplomatist. 

Pictet,  the  gifted  Genevese. 

Francis  d'lvemois,  his  contemporary  and  country- 
man. 

Ingenhouz,  the  Dutch  physicist. 

Calonne,  whose  literary  efforts  in  England  were 
probably  more  successful  than  his  administration  of 
finance  in  his  own  country  ;  and  w^hose  dying  words 
to  his  physician,  written  when  he  could  no  longer 
speak,  are  worthy  of  being  recorded     "  Tu  m'as  assas- 
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sin^,  et  si  tu  es  honnete  homme,  tu  rcnonceras  h,  la 
m^decine  poxir  jamais." 

Palmclla,  the  Portuguese  politician. 

Count  Mol^y  the  French  statesman   and  author. 

Pozzo   di  Borgo,  the   Corsican ;   or  shall   we   say 
Frenchman  ? 

Prince  and  Princess  Lieven.     We  shall  talk  of  the 
latter  further  on,  in  connection  with  her  portrait. 

Count  de  Creptowitch,  the  Russian  diplomatist 

Montholon  and  Bertrand,  the  staunch  Mends  of 
Napoleon,  who  were  faithful  to  him  in  his  mis- 
fortunes as  in  his  triumphs.  Montholon,  who,  in 
pursuance  with  the  great  exile's  wish,  closed  his 
eyes  after  death.  And  Bertrand,  whose  devotion 
to  his  master  was  equalled  by  his  obedience  to  his 
wife ;  so  great  was  this,  that  Napoleon  said  of  him, 
"  Bertrand  est  un  parfait  honnete  homme,  mais  il  a 
un  caract^re  de  vache." 

Lally  Tollendal,  the  Frenchman  of  Irish  origin, 
early  distinguished  by  his  successful  eflforts  to 
rehabilitate  the  memory  of  his  unjustly  executed 
father ! 

The  two  Humboldts,  whose  researches,  far  from 
unfitting  them  for  pleasant  company,  enabled  them 
to  make  pleasant  company  pleasanter.  William 
Humboldt  perhaps   did   not   talk    much  Chinese   at 
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Kensington,  and  it  is  possible  that  his  brother 
Alexander  did  not  there  make  many  scientific  dis- 
coveries; but  we  may  safely  infer  they  did  not 
waste  their  time  when  they  came  in  contact  with 
the  wisdom  and  learning  of  Holland  House. 

Tallejrrand,  the  diplomatic  wit  and  witty  diplo- 
matist, who  cared  not  which  party  he  supported, 
provided  it  was  the  stronger. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  (William  the  Fourth). 

The  Due  d'Orl^ans,  afterwards  Louis  Pliilippe. 

The  Due  de  Montpensier. 

The  Marquis  de  Kivi^re. 

Prince  Bariatinsky. 

The  Duchesse  de  Guiche,  and  her  brother,  Prince 
Jules  de  Polignac. 

Georgiana,  the  beautiful  Duchess  of  Devonshire. 

Metternich,  the  great  statesman  of  the  past 
generation. 

Canova,  the  sculptor. 

Tom  Moore,  the  poet. 

The  two  Erskines,    Henry  and   Thomas. 

Monseigneur  de  Cice,  Archbisliop  of   Bordeaux. 

Bannister  and  Kemble,  of  the  l)oards. 

Madame  de  Staiil,  who  in  graceful  French  painted 
Italy,  and  in  solid  French  digested  German  literature. 

We  have  given  a  long  list,  l)ut  far  from  a  com- 
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plete  one.  For  from  1799  till  1S40  there  was  hardly 
in  England  a  distinguished  man  in  politics,  science, 
or  literature  who  had  not  l^een  a  guest  at  Holland 
House.  In  fact,  beginning  the  list  with  C.  J.  Fox 
and  Lewis,  and  endin«r  it  with  Lord  John  Russell, 
Lord  Melbourne,  and  Monekton  Milnes,  now  Lord 
Houghton,  we  shall  have  the  goodly  company  all 
in  a  net. 

And  the  brilliancy  of  the  salon  did  not  throw 
into  shade  the  intimate  home-circle ;  indeed,  this 
was  afl  a  concentration  of  that.  There  was  Rogers, 
whose  exquisite  taste,  quiet  fun,  and  extensive 
information  made  intercourse  with  him  so  pleasant ; 
while  his  sense  of  integrity,  his  kind  heart,  and  his 
good  character  made  friendship  with  him  so  safe. 

Perhaps  even  more  conspicuous  was  Sydney 
Smith,  with  his  ponderous  figure  and  his  ever-ready 
jokes,  which  latter  his  unflagging  spirits  foUowed  up 
by  an  unsophisticated  laugh.  His  wit  was  inex- 
haustible. According  to  tradition,  even  the  hand  of 
death  did  not  disturb  it.  The  nurse  who  tended  him 
in  his  last  illness,  confessing  to  have. given  him  a 
bottle  of  ink  instead  of  a  bottle  of  physic,  Sydney 
Smith  is  reported  to  have  said,  "Then  bring  me  all 
the  blotting-paper  there  is  in  the  house."  It  has 
with   truth    l)een    said:    "The   great   peculiarity   of 
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his  works  is  their  singular  blending  of  the  beautiful 
with  the  ludicrous,  and  this  is  the  source  of  his 
refinement."^  He  was  a  good  writer,  a  good  talker, 
a  good  friend,  and  a  good  man. 

Sydney  Smith  introduced  Dr.  John  Allen,  author 
of  "  The  Royal  Prerogative,"  into  the  circle — a  circle 
which  Allen  helped  to  keep  in  health  and  spirits 
by  his  science  and  good  humour.  More  of  him  here- 
after. He,  however,  fulfilled  the  doctor  s  practice  in 
surviving  his  patient.  After  Lord  Hollands  death, 
he  lived  on  at  Holland  House,  loved  and  respected, 
and  he  died  regretted  by  all  the  family. 

Then  there  was  Luttrell,  whose  idea  of  the  English 
climate  was,  "On  a  fine  day,  like  looking  up  a 
chimney ;  on  a  rainy  day,  like  looking  down  it."  ^ 
Luttrell,  the  epicure,  who  once,  marvellous  to  relate, 
let  the  side-dishes  pass  by ;  but  it  wiis  in  order  to 
contemplate  a  man  who  had  failed  to  laugh  at 
Sydney  Smith's  jokes.^  He  himself,  too,  had  plenty 
of  original  wit :  he  expressed  a  dislike  for  monkeys 
because  they  reminded  him  so  of  poor  relations ; 
and  upon  being  asked    whether  a  well-known   bore 

^  From  a  quotation  in  Memoir  of  Sydney  Smith,  by  his  daughter. 
Chap.  ii. 

'  Rosaell :  Memoirs,  Journal,  and  Correspondence  of  Thomas 
Moore.     (May  22,  1828.) 

'  Memoir  of  Sydney  Smith,  by  his  daughter.     Chap.  ix. 
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had  made  himself  very  disagreeable,  he  answered, 
musingly :  "  Why,  he  was  as  disagreeable  as  the 
occasion  would  permit."* 

Tliere  was  also  Horner,  "  the  knight  of  the  shaggy 
eyebrows,"  the  young  lawyer  of  promise ;  "  the  first 
man,**  Lord  Campbell  says,  "who  ever  made  the 
doctrines  of  political  economy  intelligible  to  the 
House  of  Commons;"*  who,  had  he  lived,  would, 
according  to  the  same  author,  in  all  probability 
have  been  Prime  Minister.  He  was  associated  with 
Brougham  in  his  early  studies,  and  wrote  contem- 
poraneously with  him  in  the  Edinburgh  JReineiv. 
The  two  must  have  met  constantly  at  Holland 
House,  where  they  both  were  on  intimate  terms. 
Brougham  was  said  to  be  jealous  of  him ;  but  the 
knight  of  the  shaggy  eyebrows  proved  no  formidable 
rival,  for  he  filled  an  early  grave. 

And  we  must  not  forget  Mackintosh,  one  of  the 
few  great  talkers  worth  listening  to,  though  Coleridge 
did  not  do  him  justice,  and  he  probably  did  not  do 
justice  to  himself.  In  the  Holland  House  circle  he 
is  to  us  as  a  key-stone ;  for  he  contemplated,  and 
indeed  began,  an  account  of  Holland  House,  from  the 

Memoir  of  Sydney  Smith,  by  his  daughter.     Chap,  xi 
Campbell's    Lives    of    the    Chancellors.      (Lord   Chancellor 
Brougham.)     Chap.  ii. 
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manuscript  of  which,  as  our  readers  will  have  seen, 
we  have  already  borrowed,  as  we  have  also  done 
from  papers  at  Holland  House  proving  that  he 
corresponded  with  Lady  Holland  upon  the  subject 
of  his  intended  work 

The  family  circle  of  Holland  House  in  those  days 
should  be  painted  from  a  pallet  loaded  with  rich 
colours,  and  from  that  pallet  we  would  take  the 
most  delicate  hues,  the  tenderest  tints,  and  try  to 
delineate  an  angel  in  the  circle.  True  to  her  angelic 
mission,  she  brought  gladness  and  shed  peace ;  while, 
not  unmindful  of  human  duties,  she  shared  her 
friends'  joys  and  wept  at  their  sorrows.  Her  heart 
was  a  refuge  for  the  desolate  :  with  instinctive  tact, 
she  would  seek  out  sufferers,  attract  them  to  herself, 
and  comfort  them.  Her  understanding  was  a  safe 
guide  for  the  perplexed :  with  fine  perception,  she 
would  enter  into  a  friend's  difficulty,  make  it  her 
own,  and  lighten  it.  Simplicity  and  purity  of  heart 
were  hers ;  her  very  contact  imparted  goodness ;  her 
presence,  sunshint*.  A  woman  in  the  best  sense  of 
the  word ;  such  was  the  dear  *'  Aunty "  of  that 
family.  Miss  Fox. 

Not  very  unlike  her,  in  goodness  and  kindliness, 
was  her  brother,  the  master  of  Holland  House. 
Devoted  to  literature  and  art,  he  welcomed  authors 
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disagreeable  thing,  but  it  is  not  always  easy  to 
carry  a  disagreeable  thing  off  cleverly.  This  Lady 
Holland  could  do. 

It  must  have  been  curious  to  see  her  coolly  order 
about  the  clever  men  of  the  day  who  were  accus- 
tomed to  being  courted  by  others.  In  the  midst  of 
some  of  Macaulay  s  interesting  anecdotes,  she  would 
tap  on  the  table  with  her  fan,  and  say,  "Now, 
Macaulay,  we  have  had  enough  of  this,  give  us 
something  else.'*  She  would  issue  commands  to 
Sydney  Smith  ;  but  once  he  retorted.  Said  she, 
'*  Sydney,  ring  the  bell."  He  answered,  "  Oh  yes ! 
and  shall  I  sweep  the  room?" 

She  was  not  always  encouraging  to  literary  stars. 
One  or  two  must  have  winced  beneath  her  remarks. 

Tom  Moore  was  wanting  a  book  which  he  fondly 
thought  would  be  lively  and  amusing.  When  he 
was  dining  at  Holland  House  and  sitting  next  Lady 
Holland,  she  said  to  him,  "This  will  be  a  dull 
book  of  yours,  this  'Sheridan,'  I  fear."^  Moore 
tried  to  defend  his  work ;  but  we  imagine  that 
Lady  Holland,  like  most  women  on  such  occasions, 
had  the  best,  or,  at  all  events,  the  last,  of  it. 
To    Lord    Porchester,    her    fntnhiess   went    still 

^  Kussell:  Memoirs,  Journal,  and  Correspondcnco   of  Thomas 
Moore.     London.     (June  2,  1825.) 
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greater  lengths  :  "  I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  are  going 
to  publish   a  poem.     Can't  you  suppress  it  ?  '  ^ 

But  she  was  a  goo*i  friend,  after  alL  At  lea^t,  Tom 
Moore,  to  whom  we  have  seen  she  was  not  alwavs 
over  courteous,  says  :  *'  There  are  som**  fine  points 
about  Lady  Holland ;  she  is  a  wann  and  active 
friend y  and  I  should  think  her  capable  of  high- 
mindeflness  upon  occasions.'' 

At  all  events,  she  must  have  added  a  quaint  and 
original  element  to  the  intellectual  battery  in  Holland 
Ifouse ;  and  even  without  saying  a  good  thing,  she 
often  provoked  one.  One  day,  insisting  upon  Lord 
Alvanlcy  tasting  some  "  cup"  which  she  had  made 
accx)rding  to  a  i)articular  recipe  of  her  own,  without 
claret  or  champagne,  she  asked  him  what  he 
thought  of  it ;  and  his  answer  was  about  as  dis- 
couraging a  one  as  she  herself  could  have  given  : 
"  Kensington  nettles." 

She  was  rather  fond  of  crowding  her  dinner-table. 
Once,  when  the  company  was  already  tightly  packed, 
an  unexpected  guest  arrived,  and  she  instantly  gave 
her  imperious  order:  "Luttrelll  make  room!"  "It 
must  certainly  be  made  J'  he  answered,  "  for  it  does 
not  exist" 

'  Roatell :  Memoirs,  Joamal,  and  Correspondence  of  Thomas 
Moore.     London.    (June  2,  1825.) 
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Hopeless  indeed  were  the  task  of  enumerating  here 
all  the  repartees  which  have  been  handed  down  to 
us  from  her  dinner-table.  Probably,  for  the  greater 
proportion  we  are  indebted  to  Sydney  Smith,  who, 
always  ready  with  his  answers  and  his  jokes,  kept 
even  the  servants  in  fits  of  laughter. 

On  one  occasion,  however,  at  Holland  House  he 
was  himself  set  down  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  then 
Prince  Regent.  The  conversation  having  taken 
the  turn  of  discussing  who  was  the  wickedest  man 
that  had  ever  lived,  Sydney  Smith,  addressing 
himself  to  the  Prince,  said,  **The  Regent  Orleans, 
and  be  was  a  Prince."  The  Prince's  answer 
was  short,  quiet,  and  biting.  Ignoring  even  his 
interlocutor's  surname,  he  said,  **  I  should  give  the 
preference  to  his  tutor,  the  Abb^  Dubois,  and  he 
was  a  priest,  Mr.  Sydney." 

It  was  quite  the  exception  when  Sydney  Smith  had 
not  the  best  of  it ;  and  in  his  remarks,  too,  he  fre- 
quently managed  to  say  what  was  deep  as  well  as 
pointed.  A  man  who  had  for  some  time  been  boast- 
ing that  he  believed  in  nothing,  suddenly  expressed 
enthusiasm  at  some  dish,  and  asked  for  another 
helping  of  it.     "Ah!"    said    Sydney,    *'I  am   glad 

to  see   that   Mr.  at   all   events  believes  in  the 

cooJc" 
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Thus  wit  and  wisdom  rolled  on  in  an  even  and 
varied  course,  without  being:  monotonous  or  mono- 
polizing,  and  not  unfrequently  conveying  instruction. 

One  Jav  it  was  Tallevrand  who  gave  the  lesson. 
He  entered  the  hbrary,  where  several  of  the  Ministers 
were  grouped  together,  whispering  mysteriously,  and 
he  spoke  thus :  "  Messieurs,  vous  pariez  k  Toreille.  II 
faut  aller  au  Club  pour  apprendre  ce  que  vous  dites  ; '' 
which,  according  to  Lord  Grey,  he  did  successfully. 
And  so,  if  even  with  a  sprinkling  of  bad  temper,  he 
rebuked  the  common  mistake  of  making  a  useless 
mysterj*.  He  also  epigrammatieally  censured  I^dy 
HoUand's  dinner-hour  (we  believe  six  o'clock,  or  half- 
past),  which,  without  preventing  her  dinners  from 
being  crowded,  seemed  to  gain  universal  disappro- 
bation. Somebody  once  trjing  to  learn  the  cause 
of  this  inconvenience,  sought  light  from  Talleyrand's 
perspicuity.  "  I  wonder  why  Lady  Holland  dines  at 
such  an  hour ! "  And  Talleyrand  with  his  nasal 
twang  solemnly  drawled  out,  "Pour  gener  tout  le 
mondc  I "     Against  this  verdict  there  was  no  appeal. 

And  in  such  a  lottery  of  wit,  where  no  one  drew 
a  blank,  the  mcoster  of  the  house  was  not  behind- 
hand; he  had  a  deep  knowledge  of  human  nature 
and  a  strong  sense  of  the  ridiculous.  In  the  same 
manner  that  his  mimicry  was  inoffensive,  that  his  wit 
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did  uot   pain,    Sf>   his    subtlety   was  iu  all  straight- 
forwardness. 

He  sent  th;»  following  epigram  to  Moore,  who 
mentions  it  as  very  good,^  and  many  would  agree  with 
Moore  upon  the  sulyect : — 

*'  A  minister's  answer  is  always  so  kind  f 
I  starve,  and  he  tells  me,  he'll  keep  me  in  mind. 
Half  his  promise,  God  knows,  would  my  spirits  restore, — 
Let  him  keep  me,  and,  faith,  I  will  ask  for  no  more." 

With  such  a  host  and  such  a  circh*,  we  are  not 
astonished  that  Sydney  Smith  should  have  heard 
**  five  hundred  travelled  people  assert  that  there  is  no 
such  agreeable  house  in  Europe  as  Holland  House," '^ 
or  that  he  shared  the  opinion  of  tlu»  five  hundn^il. 
With  such  a  host  and  such  a  circhs  we  are  not 
astonished  either  to  find  that  then*  was  an  abs(»ne(^  of 
servility.  There  wa.s  no  professional  claqueuy ;  there 
was  none  of  that  which  the  French  play  luis  s<» 
untranslatably  rendered  by  tlu*  word  Camaraderie ; 
no  mutual  puffing  ;  no  excliangt^d  sui)})ort.  There,  a 
man  was  not  unanimously  applauded  because  he  was 
known  to  Ix*  clev(*r,  nor  was  a  woman  acc(»pte<l  as 
clever   Ixx^ause    she    was    known    to    receive    clever 

*  Russell :    Memoirs,  Journal,  and  Correspondence  of  Thomas 
Moore.    (August  20,  1S4().) 

*  liettcrsof  Sydney  Smith,  oditod  l)y  Mrs.  Austin.    (T/otter  111.) 
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jMfoplr.  Tln*n\  jn'airM*  wa.s  not  always  to  Im* 
rtM-koiM^J  uiM»ii  ;  lioncr  it  was  valiu*(l  wln»ii  rrceiviMj. 
In  Hhort,  HolIan<l  Iloust*  wa.s  the  ''proof  hous**' 
of  the  litemture  of  tlie  <hiv,  ami  inaintaiinM.l  its 
position  from  first  to  last. 

Lord  Holland  was  as  cheerful  under  the  dreadful 
Hufterings  of  his  last  illness  as  he  had  ever  Ix^en  in 
his  most  robust  health.  He  died  at  Holland  House 
on  the  22nd  of  October,  1S40,  deeply  and  deservedly 

ft         v  »' 

lamented  ;  for,  apart  from  the  intellectual  cord  by 
which  Lord  Holland  held  lx)und  his  coterie,  then* 
was  that  in  his  heart  which  secun^d  h^ve.  Even 
we,  who  never  knew  him,  cannot  think  with  calm- 
ness of  the  dispersion  which  must  have  followed 
his  death  ;  or  of  the  void — a  void  which  outbursts 
of  giief  could  no  more  fill  than  sound  could  replace 
substance. 

The  anguish  of  despair  will  often  best  find  its  ex- 
pression in  silence;  and  therefore  it  is  perhaps  that 
Sydney  Smith  does  not  seem  to  have  given  vent 
to  his  feelings  in  a  profusion  of  words.  Writing 
to  Mrs.  Meynell,  shortly  after  Lord  Holland's  death, 
he  simply  says :  "...  It  is  indeed  a  great  loss 
to  me ;  but  I  have  learnt  to  live  as  a  soldier 
does  in  war,  expecting  that,  on  any  one  moment, 
the    best    and    the     dearest     may    l>e    killed    before 
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his  eyes.  .  .  ."^  How  much  simple  patlios,  liow 
much  true  anguish,  lie  concealed  in  that  short 
sentence ! 

The  third  Lord  Holland,  also  called  Lord  Vassal! 
Holland,  from  the  name  of  his  wife,  wtis  succeeded 
by  his  son.  We  may  not  perhaps  speak  of  the  fourth 
Lord  Holland  as  of  a  great  statesman,  as  of  a  great 
philosopher ;  but  (we  humbly  crave  pardon  of  those 
whose  opinion  is  otherwise)  fame  is  not  the  link  we 
would  care  to  place  between  ourselves  and  the  loved 
ones  we  have  lost.  Suffice  it  for  us  that  we  loved 
and,  aliis  1  lost  him :  suffice  it  for  all  who  had  the 
happiness  of  knowing  him  that  they  were  ever  iv- 
ceived  by  him  with  courteous  kindness  when  they 
were  happy ;  with  noble  generosity  and  graceful 
delicacy  when  fortune  did  not  favour  them.  Th(* 
memories  that  attend  glory  can  make  our  heaits 
beat  with  enthusiasm  ;  the  memories  of  genius  and  of 
eloquence  claim  acknowledgment ;  but  the  memories 

* 

of  love  given  to  one  who  carried  a  charm  wherever 
he  went,  are  the  dearest  memories  to  those  who 
moum  for  him. 

The  fourth  Lord  Holland  was  British  Minister  at 
Florence;  but  even  before  his  nomination  to  that 
post,  his  travels  had  given  him  a  love  fur  Italy  which 

'  Letters  of  Sydney  Smith,  edited  by  Mrs.  Austin.  (Letter  463.) 
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••xik-a  i^  ^till  t«>.»  wr-ll  r«rmriiili^i>-il  to  r»'«|uire  \j^hiis 
Jwt.-lt  uj»»jii.  tliMiiirli  t«".»  rnw-  tu  U-  I«-ft  uiin^'uriMU*.-*!. 
Kefugt-tv*  raiiir  tu  Kiiirhiii'l,  \\li»-r»-  liM.>|»itality  i.-?  !.»•- 
rtto\\v*l  without  JUtiu«:ti«»ii  oi  i»artv,  aiiil  tb»-v  i*aiu»* 
to  HuUaiiJ  HuUa*.-,  \vLrr».'  hij&pitality  alHjuntit^i  in 
tlitr  m«j3t  iiit»-lli«;r»^iit  and  iuteiv.stiuir  ^^x•ietv. 

Mputi<iii  of  thf  fiiurtli  I^jixl  HuUaiul  will  Ij*-  iuuuil 
iiR'identally  luaiW  <luring  the  euurstj-  of  this  work : 
at  Florence,  encouraging  art  and  wuhoining  artists : 
at  Paris,  prt.-siding  over  an  intelltrctual  circle :  in 
Holland  House  itself,  i»rcsi*rving  au<l  iniprt^ving  the 
glorious  old  fabric,  f«ir  which  he  had  the  iji-eatest 
affection. 

Lonl  Hollan<l  was  Imihi  on  the  7th  of  March,  1*50:2, 
and  di«'d  on  the  l?>th  of  De<-emlier,  15^59  :  liaviui: 
married,  in  IHX],  Ladv  Marv  Auirusta  d^vcntrv, 
danirht«-r  of  the  eii^hth  Earl  of  Coventry  and  of 
his  wif«-  Mary,  who  was  daughter  of  the  fifth 
l)ukc  rjf  .St.  Albans.  Providence  did  not  grant  the 
fourth  Lord  Holland  to  die  in  England.  He  breathed 
his  last  at  Naples,  where  his  tond)  now  stands,  in 
a  jiretty  chapel  raised  ])y  the  reverential  care  of 
his  widrnv. 

1'o  write  of  the  living  in  terms  of  especial  praise 
when  our  words  can  l»c  perused  by  them,  would  seem 
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liut  flattery.  We  shall  thfivfore  only  say  about  the 
present  hostess  of  Holliind  House,  what  so  many 
know,  that  she  presides  in  Holland  House  over  a 
clever  and  pleasant  salon,  where  Englishmen  and 
foreigners  assemble,  certain  to  be  received  with  equal 
gi'ace  and  amiability. 


CHAPTER    V. 


THE-«il!OrXI>S. 


Os  the  iioi'tli  side  of  tlie  Kt-iisingtidi  Roml,  at  tlio 
(■ml  of  Philliniore  Placo,  ataml  the  gntcs  of  HoUaiitl 
Housi;.  Tlicy  are  usually  slitit  to  fho  public,  \mt 
w(!  will  now  pasa  in. 

Ou  entering,  a  fine  avenue  of  elms  protcete  those 
visitora  who,  tired  with  the  rumble  of  earriages,  or 
distraetod  by  the  crowd  of  fellow-creatures,  rejoice  in 
being  able,  even  during  thu  height  of  a  Loudon 
season,  to  transport  themselves  at  :i  minute's  notice 
into  country  calm  and  space.  On  the  right  of  the 
avenue,  and  parallel  with  it,  is  a  lane,  the  use  of 
whiL-h,  in  exchange  for  a  right  of  way  at  the  south 
of  the  House,  has  l)een  ceded  to  the  public.     As  we 
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proceed,  bits  of  the  Houso  become  visible  through  the 
foliage  which,  at  this  part  of  the  avenue,  pieturcstiuely 
veils  large  masses  of  the  building,  and  breaks  the 
monotony  of  the  red  biiek.  What  meets  the  eye, 
jis  tliosc  wh<i  know  the  House    may  recognize  from 


our 


illustration,  belongs  to  tlic  south  side,  facing  the 
road,  though  scarcely  to  Im-  seen  fiom  it.  Chi  thin 
side  us*'d  to  be  tlic  old  entrance  which  the  late 
Lord   Holland    changed,  building  a  terrace  in  front. 
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displacing  the  celebrated  stone  piers  l)y  hiigo  tlones, 
and  making  a  new  entranct*.  on  the  east. 

But  befoiv  going  further,  let  us  pause*  to  observe 
that  hen»  the  wings  of  the  building  project  from 
the  centre  like  more  than  half  of  an  H.  Tliat  is 
to  say,  if  the  wings  extended  to  the  other  side,  a 
whole  H  would  be  formed  by  the  plan  of  Holland 
House,  about  as  accurately  as  a  gridiron  is  fomied 
by  that  of  tlie  EscoriaL  It  has  been  suggested  that 
this  part  of  an  H,  instead  of  standing  for  Holland, 
(we  must  remember  that  an  Earl  of  Holland  was 
amongst  the  first  proprietoi-s,)  was  really  meant  for 
an  E,  which  used  to  be  a  sign  of  Elizabethan  ar- 
chitecture. Whatever  the  intention,  the  effect  is 
(^harming,  and  combines  some  geometrical  order  with 
an  artistic  defiance  of  strict  regularity. 

The  cloistei's,  balconies,  and  ornaments  to  the  House 
and  its  centre  turret  on  this  side  are  of  stone, 
which  stands,  out  quaintly  enough  upon  a  ground- 
v'ork  of  red  bricks. 

Two  turrets  terminate  the  building  ;  and  on  the 
sides  those  wings  project  which,  by  accident  or 
design,  have  so  large  a  share  in  the  letter  H.  The 
cloisters  support,  on  one  side,  the  balcony  to  Lady 
Holland's  private  rooms ;  on  the  other,  a  balcony 
accessible  from   the  Library  ;  the  balustrades  of   the 
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tialcouies  representiug  a  design  <>i  Jlfiir  de  lis.  On 
the  south  of  the  House  there  are  two  terraces ;  one 
extending  only  as  far  as  the  length  of  tlie  two 
wings,  aud  enclosed  hy  a  balustnide,  while  tho  other 
— the  subject  of  our  illustration — rrached   from   tho 


first  by  a  few  steps,  i»  lowei-  and  inurh  wi<lfr.  and 
finished  by  a  wall.  Over  this  wall  we  may  lnok  down 
upon  the  fields  between  it  aud  the  Kensington  Road. 

The  architcctui-c  nf  Holland  House  in  not  reninrk- 
alily  puix',  savouring  of  tliL'  later  <lays  of  Kli;{alH'tli 
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and  the  early  ones  of  James  I.  But  j)erhaps  tliose 
who  decline  to  atlniire  it  micrht  be  chamed  with  an 
uncalled-for  severity,  and  certainly  there  are  not  in 
England  many  piles  of  brick  and  stone  more  worthy 
of  attention. 

Leaving  to  the  left  a  road  which  goes  past  th(* 
south  of  the  House,  and  continuing  onr  course  up 
the  avenue,  a  few  paces  bring  us  before  the  pre- 
sent entrance,  which  faces  east.  At  right  angles 
to  it,  and  as  if  forming  one  side  of  an  entrance 
courtyard,  now  stands  the  wall  with  the  two  stone 
piei-s  of  Inigo  Jones, — Inigo  Jones,  who  was  born 
in  1572,  and  died  in  1652,  to  whom  England  is 
indebted  for  the  original  idea  of  Whitehall,  who 
was  architect  to  Christian  IV.  of  Denmark,  whs 
found  at  Copenhagen  by  James  I.  of  England,  and 
taken  by  Queen  Anne  as  her  architect  to  Scotland.^ 
This  Inigo  Jones  scarcely  seems  deserving  the  epithet 
bestowed  on  him  by  Philip,  Earl  of  Pembroke — 
''Iniquity  Jones."*  At  any  rate,  the  trace  he  has 
left  of  himself  at  Holland  House  is  to  be  admired, 
and  the  mention  of  that  trac^e  made  in  Walpole's 
Anecdotes  of  Painting^  may  here  be  cited: — '* .  .  . 
8tone,  in   1629,  undertook  to  build  for  the  Earl  of 

I  Wal pole's  Anecdotes  of  Painting.    London,  1849.    Pp.  402-3. 
'  Ibid.  p.  411.  3  Ibid.  p.  243. 
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Holland  at  KL-nsiiigton,  two  pici-H  of  good  Portland 
8tonc  to  baug  a  pair  of  great  wooden  gates  ;  the 
estimate  of  the  piera  (whieli  were  desigoed  by 
Inigo  Jones,  and  are  still  standing  at  Hollaiid-bouac, 
tbough    removed     to    greater     distance     from     eacti 


other)  was  100/."  Tliey  support  the  arms  of  Kicb, 
according  to  the  text  of  an  old  author,  "quartering 
Boiildry  and  impaling  Cope."  The  architectural 
merit  of  the  piers  is  not  hidden,  while  their  actual 
Ijeauty  is  added  to,  by  venerable  ivy,  which,  unlike 
another  clinging-plant-- woman — increases  in  loveli- 
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iiess  as  it  iiii.-rt;asc.s  in  years,  Tlie  woik  of  Iiiigo 
Jones  is  readied  from  tlie  enti-anec-swoep  by  a 
double  flight  of  8toj)s,  ou  I'itlicr  aido  of  a  fountain 
in  the  wall.  These  steps  lead  to  the  pleasure- 
grounds,  through  whieli  we  will  now  take  a  walk. 
AiTivinff  on  the  north  side  of  the  House,  we  see  in 


--Ts^^iefM"^'- 


front  a  beautiful  kwn,  which  slopes  up  gradualJy 
iiito  a  hill  suiTnounted  by  an  old  cedar-tree,  many 
bi-anehcs  of  which  have  been  Htruck  by  lightning. 
On  tlie  same  lawn  are  other  cedar-trees,  younger 
and  more  strong ;  but  the  old  cedar-tree  ei-owning 
the  hill  stands  there  proud  of  its  ago,  proud  of  its 
mutilations,  like  the  veteran  warrior,  whose  shattered 
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arm    and    scarred    brow    c-uimnand    the    .sympathetic 
cuthusiasm  of  those  around   him. 

About  80  iicres  of  the  estate  are  unbuilt  upon,  and 
fields  adjoin  the  park  so  effectively  that,  were  it  not 
for  the  distant  hum  which  reminds  us  of  town  life,  w<* 
could  not  believe  ourselves  to  be  almost  in  London. 

But  let  us  walk  on  by  the  House,  until,  turning 
to  the  left,  we  reach  its  western  and  fourth  side  : 
a  happy  mixture  of  turrets  and  terraces,  to  which  in 
aummer-time  is  added  a  gigantic  bouquet  of  tin* 
gayest  flowers.  This — the  sul)ject  of  our  o]>posite 
plate — is  the  Dutch  {quouUiui  Portuguese)  Garden, 
laid  out  in  that  good  old-fashioned  way  so  rarely 
met  with  now.  Flowers,  surrounded  with  a  frame- 
work of  box-edging,  form  fitful  patterns  through 
which,  turning  from  the  House,  we  walk  in  zigzags. 
But  there  is  a  straight  path  for  those  who  prefer 
it,  which  runs  parallel  with  a  high  wall  making  an 
espalier.  Tow^ards  the  end  of  this  garden  is  a  kind 
of  evergreen  curtain  formed  by  an  arcade  covered 
with  ivy.  Through  this  arcade  we  notice  another 
flower  garden  (also  Dutch),  in  which  the  dahlia 
stands  the  monarch  of  all  it  surveys.  And  has  it 
not  the  right  to  do  so  here  ?  For  though  it  owes 
its  name  in  botany  to  Dahl,  the  Swede,  does  it  not 
owe    its    existence    in    Fini»land     to    the    third    Ladv 
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[IoIIiukI  ?  Slii;  broiiglit  sof»l.s  of  it  fnmi  Spain,  ami 

lijid    tliem  sown    in    tlii«    very    garden  ;    whence    it 

appears  fo  Iinve    siireud   over  uur  island.'     Tlic  faet 


is  eoniniemomtcd    in    tin;    following  lines,   addressed 

to  Liidy   Holland  l»y  the  third  Lord  Holland  :— 

"  The  Dahlia  you  brought  to  our  iAe, 
Your  praises  for  ever  ahail  speak, 
'Mid  gardens  as  sweet  as  your  sniile, 
Ami  in  colours  ae  bright  as  j-our  cheek." 

'  IJahlias  were  first  introduced  into  England  by  L&Sy  Bute  in 
17611,  ThcHe  having  failed,  others  were  brought  in  1804  by  Lady 
Holland.  These  also  fnilinj;,  an  importation  n'os  made  from  France 
in  1814.  Some  of  I>ady  Bute's  and  I-adj  Holland's  dahlias  are 
still  prsservcd  in  the  Herbarium  at  the  British  Museum. 
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We  have  not,  however,  done  with  the  Arcatle.  It 
has  a  secret  which  the  ivy  is  trying  to  keep,  and 
which  we  will  disclose.  In  the  third  Lord  Holland's 
time,  the  stables  stood  where  we  are  now  standing. 


They  wei-e  imrtly  knocked  down,  and  the  arches  which 
form  this  areade  are  tlie  picturesque  remains  of  an 
iinpicturesque  building. 

At  the  end  of  the  arcade,  to  tlic  left,  is  a  square- 
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looking  edifice  surmountod  by  a  ten-ace,  eopied  from 
the  Italian  loygie,  autl  a  turret,  from  which  another 
long  terrace  exteuda  over  another  arcade,  and  leads 
round  again  to  the  House.  The  square-looking  edifice 
is  a  kind  of  ehapel  of  ease  to  the  Consen-atorj".     It 


is  technically  called  the  Ball-room,  as  people  used  to 
dance  there,  but  it  is  ]>robably  better  known  as  the 
Refreshment-room,  in  which  capacity  it  is  used  at 
Lady  Holland's  breakfasts.  In  fact,  being  nearly 
empty  of  furniture  and  having  nothing  particular  in 
it  to  spoil,— for  its  beautiful  painted  ceiling  and  its 
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fine  old  Venetian  chandelier  are  above  ordinary  reach, 
— it  could  be  employed  for  a  lecture  or  a  revel  on 
the  shortest  notice,  and  may  be  considered,  like  Mr. 
Micawber,  always  ready  for  something  to  turn  up. 

But  always  better  than  most  things  which  could 
turn  up,  is  the  view  from  the  window  over  the  fire- 
place. Seen  through  a  single  sheet  of  glass  and 
framed  by  the  surrounding  wall,  it  were  useless  at- 
tempting to  describe  the  effect  of  the  foliage,  varying 
in  hue  as  in  distance,  while  vases  on  the  chimney- 
piece  mark  a  foreground  of  art  in  happy  contrast 
with  a  background  of  nature.  The  plate  on  the 
opposite  page  is,  considering  everything,  a  suggestive 
representation ;  though  in  lookuig  at  it  our  imagina- 
tion has  a  good  deal  to  supply. 

We  must  not  leave  this  part  of  the  grounds  with- 
out turning  back  to  bestow  one  look  upon  the 
Summer-house,  called  "Rogers's  Seat,"  On  either 
side  of  it,  the  family  name  has  been  playfully  illus- 
trated by  the  design  of  a  Fox  in  Box.  The  rhyme 
here  seems  inevitable,  as  also  the  reason. 

An  inscription  attracts  our  attention,  bidding  us 
stop  on  our  way,  thus : — 

"  Here  Rogers  sat,  and  here  for  ever  dwell 
With  me,  those  Pleasures  that  he  sings  so  well. 

"Vll.  II n.  1S18." 
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Ui-.tf,  til.  II,  It  ji.#-t  lystrii :  iiinl  as  w  li^tiii  ti-  tho 
fri'kliiitr  f'.iiiiuun  opi-r-ii.-.  in  iLe  mitl-*t  v(  tJowers 
;i[ii|  tr<i-s  iiinl  r-alin  U-;mt_v,  vrt;  woul-1  fulKiw  tlu'  train 
'if  \,U  tlioiigiit.-*  aii(!  t\we\\  with  liini  iu  tla-  poiiital 
W'rrlil.     Itut   our   <:y<*s    fall    u[><iii    irtlur   lim-s  whirli 


wiirn   HH  of  tlio  difficulties  to  such  a  course.     They 

iiri'  in  Luttrell'a  handwriting,  and  run  as  follows : — 

"  How  hn|>])ily  Rhcltcred  is  he  who  reposes 
1(1  this  haunt  of  the  Poet,  oerelmdoweii  with  roses, 
W)iit<!  tljc  BUD  is  rejoicing  unclouded  on  high; 
And  Hummer's  full  majesty  reigna  in  the  sky! 
],<'t  inu  ill,  mid  bo  seated.     I'll  try  ir,  thus  placed, 
I  I'lui  catch  but  ono  epark  of  hia  feeling  and  taste, 
t'tiu  xlciil  a  sweet  note  from  his  musical  Blrain, 
( >r  II  ray  of  liis  gciiiufi  to  kindle  my  brain. 
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Well  now  I  am  fairly  installed  in  the  bower. 
How  lovely  the  scene  !     How  propitious  the  hour  ! 
Tlie  breeze  is  perfumed  by  the  hawthorn  it  stirs  ; 
All  is  beauty  around  me — but  nothing  occurs  ; 
Not  a  thought,  I  protest — Tho*  I'm  here^  and  alone, 
Not  a  line  can  I  hit  on  that  Rogers  would  own, 
lliough  my  senses  are  ravished,  my  feelings  in  tune. 
And  Holland's  my  host,  and  the  season  is  June. 

The  trial  is  ended. — Nor  garden,  nor  grove, 
Though  poets  amid  them  may  linger  or  rove, 
Not  a  seat  e'n  so  hallowed  as  thu  can  impart 
The  fancy  and  fire  that  must  spring  from  the  heart. 
So  I  rise,  since  the  Muses  continue  to  frown, 
No  more  of  a  poet  than  when  I  sat  down ; 
While  Rogers,  on  whom  they  look  kindly,  can  strike 
Their  lyre  at  all  times,  in  all  places,  alike. 
••June  1818."  "Henry  Luttrell." 

Luttrell  thus  warns  us  not  to  rest  in  the  regions 
of  poetry,  and  a  bronze  bust^  opposite  commands  a 
sudden  transition.  That  head,  though  now  familiar 
to  us,  always  invites  a  look  and  a  pause,  and  com- 
pels admiration,  if  not  for  the  character  of  the  man, 
at  least  for  his  genius  and  energy.  The  head  is  of 
the  great  Napoleon — some  say  by  Canova,  others 
by  a  pupil  of  his ;  and  the  verses  on  the  pedestal  are 
appropriately  gleaned  from  Homer  s  "  Odyssey."  ^ 

OY  TAP   na  TEGNHKEN  EDI  XGONI  AlOS  OAYISEYS, 
AAA*  ETI  nOY  ZaOS  KATEPYKETAI  EYPEI   nONTil 
NHSn  EN  AM^IPYTII-  XAAEOOI  AE  MIN  ANAPES 
EX0Y2IN. 
A.D.   CIOIOCCCXVII.  *  Ofihpov  *Olvaviia,    • 

*  See  plate  on  page  174.  *  Book  I.  1.  196. 
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The  following   translation    is    said    to    have    l)een 
made  by  the  third  Lord  Holland  : — 

"  He  is  not  dead,  be  breathes  the  air 
In  lands  beyond  the  deep, 
Some  distant  sea-girt  island  where 
Harsh  men  the  hero  keep." 

We  now  pass  ligain  under  the  first  arcade,  and, 
walking  through  the  so-named  Ball-room  which  joins 
the  Conservatory,  we  descend  amidst  a  square  of 
orange-trees  into  what  used  to  be  called  the  Moats, 
situated  at  the  end  of  the  Kitchen-garden,  w^here 
formerly  stood  an  old  Manor  House,  pulled  down  at 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century.  There  is  a 
bloody  scene  to  recall  on  this  giound  :  the  duel  be- 
tween Captain  Best  and  Lord  Camelford.  The  fact 
is  yyeW  known,  so  were  the  circumstances  connected 
with  it ;  but  as  in  England  duels  belong  to  the  past, 
a,  so  to  speak,  archaeological  interest  now  attaches 
to  them,  and,  being  on  the  spot,  w^e  feel  called 
upon  to  insert  a  few  details  from  the  contemporary 
account  of  this  duel  in  the  "Annual  Register." 
This  is  based  principally  upon  the  Rev,  William 
Cockburnc's  "Authentic  Account,"^  a  temperate  and 
wise  little  pamphlet  of  sixteen  pages,  to  which  we 
have    referred,   and   according    to   which   it  appears 

1  Trintod  for  J.  Hatchard,  1804. 
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that  regular  information  had  been  lodged  in  Marl- 
borough Street,  witli  a  view  to  stopping  the  intended 
duel ;  but  that  tlie  officers  wei-e  placed  at  Lord 
Camelford  s  door  too  late.  To  quote  now  from  the 
''  Annual  Kegister  : " — 

"...  This  very  high-spirited  young  nobleman, 
we  are  sorry  to  state,  fell  a  victim  to  his  own 
impetuosity,  by  a  fatal  shot,  in  one  of  those 
rencontres  which  the  modern  system  of  manners 
seems  unfortunately  to  encourage ;  .  .  .  Lord  Camel- 
ford  was  not  only  inclined  to  the  more  enlight- 
ened pursuits  of  literature,  but  his  chymical  re- 
searches, and  his  talents  as  a  seaman,  were 
worthy  of  the  highest  admiration.  '  Before  the 
fatal  meeting,  I  have  been  told'  (says  the  rev. 
William  Cockburne  .  .  .  )»  '  ^'^^  several  over- 
tures were  made  to  Lord  Camelford  to  produce  a 
reconciliation,  but  they  were  rejected  with  some 
obduracy.  The  fact  was,  his  lordship  had  an  idea 
that  his  antagonist  (capt.  Best)  was  the  best  shot 
in  England,  and  he  was  therefore  extremely  fearful 
lest  his  reputation  should  suffer,  if  he  made  any 
concession,  however  slight,  to  such  a  person.  This 
was  the  probable  cause  of  the  violent  language 
which  he  is  reported  to  have  used,  and  the  principal 
cause  of  the  lamented  mectinor.     After  ho  fell,  he  is 
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said  to  liave  expresstnl  on  the  spot,  what  he  aft(T- 
wards  strongly  expressed  to  me,  that  lie  forgave  his 
antagonist ;  and  to  the  man  who  was  called  by  his 
second  to  his  support,  he  repeated  several  times  that 
he  was  himself  the  sole  aggressor.  A  messenger 
came  to  me  about  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  7th,  to  inform  me  of  the  sad  issue  of  the  con- 
test, and  of  the  spot  where  his  lordship  was  left. 
...  I  hastened  towards  the  place,  and  found  his 
lordship  already  carried  into  Little  Holland-house 
by  the  generous  man  who  owns  it  [Mr.  Ottie].  Mr. 
Knight  the  surgeon,  and  Captain  Barry,  his  lordship's 
most  intimate  friend,  were  by  his  lordship's  bed-side, 
and  Mr.  Home  arriving  in  a  few  minutes,  we  cut  off 
.  his  cloaths ;  the  wound  was  examined  by  the  sur- 
geons, and  immediately  pronounced  to  be  mortal. 
His  lordship  continued  in  agonies  of  pain  during 
the  first  day ;  towards  the  evening  it  pleased  God 
to  moderate  his  torture;  ...  He  lingered,  free  from 
acute  pain,  till  the  evening  of  Saturday  the  10th, 
when,  about  half-past  eight,  he  expired,  without  a 
pang.  .  .  .  Before  lord  Camelford  left  his  lodgings 
on  Tuesday  night,  the  6th  inst,  ...  he  inserted  the 
following  paper  in  his  will  .  .  .  'There  are  many 
'other  matters  which,  at  another  time,  I  might  be 
*  inclined  to  mention  ;    but  I  will  say  nothing  more 
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*  at  present  than  that,  in  the  present  contest,  I  am 

*  fully  and  entirely  the  aggressor,  as  well  in  the  spirit 
'  as  the  letter  of  the  word  ;  should  I  therefore  lose  my 

*  life  in  a  contest  of  my  own  seeking,  I  most  solemnly 

*  forbid  any  of  my  friends  or  relations,  let  them  be 
^  of  whatsoever  description  they  may,  from  instituting 
'  any  vexatious  proceedings  against  my  antagonist ; 
'and  should,  notwithstanding  the  above  declaration 

*  on  my  part,  the  law  of  the  land  be  put  in  force 
'  against  him,  I  desire  that  this  part  of  my  will  may 

*  be  made  known  to  the  king,  in  order  that  his  royal 

*  heart  may  be  moved  to  extend  his  mercy  towai'ds 

*  him/  .  .  . 
The  day  previous  to  his  death,  his  lordship  wrote, 

with  his  own  hand,  a  codicil  to  his  will ;  in  which,  in 
the  most  particular  manner,  he  described  the  place 
where  he  wished  his  body  to  be  buried.  .  .  .  He 
prefaces  his  wish  by  stating,  that  persons  in  general 
have  a  strong  attachment  to  the  country  which 
gave  them  birth,  and  on  their  death-bed  usually 
desire  their  remains  may  be  conveyed  to  their  native 
land,  however  great  the  distance,  to  be  interred.  .  .  . 

*  1  wish  my  body  (says  he)  to  be  removed  as  soon 
as  may  be  convenient  to  a  country  far  distant ! — to 
a  spot  not  near  the  haunts  of  men  ;  but  where  the 
surrounding   scenery  may  smile    upon    my   remains.' 


iC  ''I 
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It  is  situated  on  tlio  Ixa-clers  of  the  Lake  of  S't. 
Lamj)ierre,  in  tlio  canton  of  Berne  ;  and  three  trees 
stand  in  the  particular  spot.  The  centre  tree  he 
desires  may  he  taken  up,  and  his  body  l)eing  there 
deposited,  immediately  replaced.  *Let  no  monument 
or  stone  be  jiLieod  over  my  grave/  At  the  foot  of 
this  tree,  his  lordship  adds,  he  formerly  passed  many 
solitary  hours,  contemj^lating  the  mutability  of  human 
affairs.  As  a  compensation  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
spot  described,  he  has  left  1,000Z.  In  another  part 
of  his  will  he  desires  his  relations  will  not  go  into 
mourning  for  him.'** 

And  this  veiy  spot  a  few  years  ago  was  the  scene  of 
meny  parties,  where  the  Due  and  Duchesse  d'Aumale 
used  to  fish  with  the  late  Lord  Holland.  Little  at 
the  time  did  we  think  that  the  exiled  princess  would 
die  comparatively  early  after  the  heartbreaking  loss  of 
one  son,  and  be  followed  so  soon  by  another,  leaving 
her  husband  to  mourn,  within  the  short  interval  of 
three  years,  over  the  grave  of  two  cherished  sons  and 
of  a  devoted  wife.  Little  either  at  the  time  did 
we  think  that  the  host  w^ho  entertained  them  would 
also  have  left  the  earth,  and  that,  standing  now 
on  this  ground,  all  remaining  to  us  of  those  days 
gone  by  would  be  a  mere  echo  from  the  grave. 

1  Annual  Register,  March  10,  1804. 
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A  pretty  little  house  has  been  erected  over  the 
scene  of  the  Moats,  and  amid  artificial  rocks,  and 
real  flowers,  and  graceful  bridges,  those  alone 
who  remember  can  sigh  on  looking  at  so  gay  a 
spot. 

Let  us  now  go  back,  past  the  gardener's  lodge, 
past  the  Kitchen-garden,  and,  turning  to  the  left, 
enter  the  "  green  lane,"  the  subject  of  our  opposite 
plate.  It  used  to  be  called  **  Nightingale  Lane,'' 
before  Philomela  was  forced  to  desert  it  for  quieter 
nooks.  And  yet  it  is  here  more  than  ever  difficult 
to  imagine  that  we  are  almost  in  London.  The 
green  lane  is  a  long  avenue,  like  an  immense 
gallery  arched  w^ith  trees  and  carpeted  with  grass, 
the  distant  light  at  the  end  softening  down  into 
that  misty  blue  so  peculiar  to  dear  England.  Here 
all  we  have  belongs  to  the  country — nay,  more — 
to  a  pretty  country.  To  our  left  are  a  few  fields 
which  used  to  present  annually  a  scene  of  North 
British  feats,  and  of  European  interest.  Waagen, 
in  his  "Treasures  of  Art,"  mentioning  that  he  had 
dined  at  Holland  House,  says  in  allusion  to  the 
grounds :  " .  .  .  Highland  games  were  going  on 
before  a  numerous  and  fashionable  company.  I  had 
thus,"  he  adds,  **the  opportunity  of  witnessing  the 
immense  power  and   skill  uf  these  mountaineers,  as 
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they  perforiiKMl  their  ft^ats   of  .strength    to  the   shrill 
cry  of  the  bagpipe."  * 

We  have,  too,  a  ghost  story  to  tell ;  and  as  we 
saunter  along,  it  may  not  chime  in  badly  with  the 
dreamy  atmosiihere  around  us.  But  we  will  avoid 
the  possible  charge  of  concocting  a  ghost  stor}',  by 
relating  the  event  verbatim  from  "  Aubrey's  Aliscel- 
anies :   — 

"The  Beautiful  lady  Diana  Rich,  Daughter  to 
the  Earl  of  Holland,  as  she  was  walking  in  her 
Fathers  Garden  at  Kensington^  to  take  the  fresh 
Air  before  Dinner,  about  Eleven  a  Clock,  being  then 
very  well,  met  with  her  own  Apparition,  Habit,  and 
every  thing,  as  in  a  Looking-ghiss.  About  a  Month 
after,  she  died  of  the  Small-pox.  And  'tis  said, 
that  her  Sister,  the  Lady  Isabella  {Thinne)  saw  the 
like  of  her  self  also  before  she  died.  This  Account 
I  had  from  a  Person  of  Honour."**^ 

A  third  sister,  Mary,  was  married  to  the  first 
Earl  of  Breadalbane,  and  it  has  been  recorded  that 
she  also,  not  long  after  her  marriage,  had  some  such 
warning  of  her  approaching  dissolution. 

And  so  the  old  tradition  has  remained — and  who 
would  wish  to  remove  it  ?     Belonging  to  past  times, 

*   Waagen  :  Treasures  of  Art  in  Great  Britain.     London,  1854. 
Vul.  ii.  p.  -UO.  '  Aubrn^'d  Miscellanies.     London,  1G9G. 
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it  should  be  respected.  But  whether  we  respect  tra- 
dition or  not,  it  is  as  a  received  fact,  that  when- 
ever the  mistress  of  Holland  House  meets  herself, 
Death  is  hovering  about  her. 

We  do  not  know  of  any  more  recent  ghost  story 
as  happening  in  the  green  lane  ;  we  do  not,  however, 
doubt  that  if  those  trees  could  speak,  they  would 
reveal  many  things  which  have  been  whispered  under 
them :  many  a  vow  given — perhaps  to  l)e  broken — 
many  a  question  put,  on  the  answer  to  which  de- 
pended at  least  immense  momentary  happiness ;  and 
seemed  to  depend,  if  not  really  depended,  the  hapja- 
ness  of  whole  lives.  Nor  do  we  doubt  that  if  w^e 
knew  all  the  stories  of  the  Green  Lane,  if  we  could 
see  all  the  visions  it  has  witnessed  float  past  us, 
we  would  learn  a  moral  from  each  little  romance, 
and  find  it  difficult  to  qtiit  the  spot  without 
many  a  serious  thought,  many  an  inquiring  return 
upon  our  own  hearts.  For,  contrary-  to  the  usual 
rendering  of  an  oft-used  proverb,  should  not  charity 
begin  at  our  neighbour  s,  and  improvement  at  home  ? 
And,  after  all,  the  w^ork  of  self-improvement  ought 
to  be  easy  as  well  as  profitable,  inasmuch  as  vicinity 
^  enables  us  to  command  an  advantage  over  our  own 
premises  which  we  cannot  reckon  upon  with  respect 
to  our  neighbour's !     But,  with   many  apologies   for 
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thi.1  flicTftsai'tQ.  w.-  will  now  Wave  our  questionings 
and  rriwoninga,  tog-rther  with  the  ghost  story,  and 
r<-.-nmft  our  walk. 

Turtiing  al»rii|itly  tu  the  right.  pa-s=iug  by  uiLijestio 
tn;f*4,  ari'l  taking  a  path  which  runs  parallel  with 
th«:   north  si<k  of  the   H»U3e,  but  at  some    distanoe 
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from  it,  wfi  enter  tlie  alky  Louis  Philippe,  which 
IpringH  us  Imck  close  to  Inlgo  Jones's  piers.  This 
all'-y  derives  its  name  from  the  fact  of  the  exiled 
king  having  spent  a  quiet  hour  under  the  shelter 
of  ilij  trees  during  a  visit  he  paid  Hulhuul  House 
ill   isi.-i. 
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At  the  end  of  the  alley  Louis  Philippe,  we  find 
ourselves  again  on  the  walk  which  we  have  already- 
traversed  on  our  way  to  the  Dutch  Garden.  At 
the  beginning  of  this  path,  and  looking  down 
it,  is  a  cast  of  the  statue  of  Charles  James  Fox, 
in  Bloomsbury  Square.  It  was  a  present  frinn  the 
original  artist,  Wi^stniacott,  and  has  the  following 
inscription  :  — 

CAR  .TAC  FOX 

CUI    Pl.UKIM.E    COXSENTIUNT    (JKN'TKS 
POPULI    PRIMARIUM    FII.S.SK    VIRUM 

(Charles  James  Fox,  whom  all  nations  unite  in  esteeming  to 
have  been  the  chief  man  of  the  people.) 

Now  we  may  bid  farewell  to  the  Grounds,  and, 
descending  the  steps  which  we  ascended,  l)y  the  piers, 
return  to  the  entrance-sweep  before  the  hall  door. 

■  There  is  one  out-door  feature  which  we  should 
notice  before  entering :  the  Holland  House  gun- 
fire at  11  P.M.,  known  like  tlic  town  clock  in 
Kensington. 

There  are  at  least  two  versions  of  its  origin.  (Jnc 
to  the  effect  that  it  was  a  custom  brought  from 
Spain  by  tlie  third  Lord  Holland.  According  to 
another,  it  would  appear  to  have  been  institutc^d  by 
a    Lord  Holland  whose  watchman,  having  forgotten 
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to  load  his  gun,  had  been  murdered,  and  who  was 
anxious  that  rutfians  sliould  for  the  future  be  warned, 
and  he  himself  satisfied  that  his  servant  was  properly- 
armed.  These  two  versions  of  the  past  may  be 
reconciled  with  each  other,  and  then  lost  sight  of 
in  the  present.  For  we  believe  that  the  gun-fire, 
apart  from  its  security,  is  cherished  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Kensington.  Did  not  its  temporary  sus- 
pension occasion  a  request  for  its  recommencement  ? 
Was  it  not  said  that  by  it  one  lady  went  to  bed, 
and  one  gentleman  set  his  watch  ?  And  may  we  not 
hope  that,  even  if  thieves  were  exterminated  from 
the  earth  and  policemen  reigned  in  their  stead,  the 
Holland  House  gun-fire  would  still  be  received  less 
as  a  superfluous  noise  than  as  a  familiar  friendly- 
sound  ? 


CHAFFER   VI. 
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The  finest  cmbroiderj-  ever  proiliired  wonltl  not 
hold  together  but  for  the  material  on  which  it  is 
worked,  and  those  who  dt-spise  the  material  had 
better  make  up  their  minda  to  dispense  with  the 
embroidery.  Such  a  sentiment  may  serve  as  our 
apology  for  giving  a  rough  plan  of  the  ground- 
floor  and  first  floor  respectively  before  attempting 
the  description  of  the  ground-floor  and  first-floor 
rooms ;  and  we  hope  that  the  dry  particulars  thus 
evoked  will  be  compensated  for  by  a  knowledge 
of  the  House  itself  We  do  not  propose  inflicting 
upon  our  readers  a  plan  of  the  basement  or  of  the 
attics.      The   most    attractive    part    about    the    attifs 
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is  the  view  thev  often  And  as  for  the  basement, 
it  promised  an  interesting  conehision,  and  failed. 
It  has  an  oldish  areh,  whieh  we  had  hoped  might 
prove  a  genuinely  old  one,  and  a  Servants'  Hall 
which  had  about  it  the  appearance  of  a  refectory. 
But  wisdom  and  learning  came  to  be  consulted, 
and,  alas !  they  found  stigmatized  by  an  Eliza- 
bethan stani]>  what  we  had  fondly  thought  might 
go  back  unto  the  very  Normans !  Therefore,  dis- 
missing vain  hopes  for  plain  facts,  let  us  now 
proceed   to 

THK    FLAN    OF   THE   GROUND-FLOOR. 

The  Entrance  Hall  is  fifteen  feet  long  by  forty 
w^de.  To  our  left,  on  entering,  is  the  Smoking 
Room,  approached  by  a  Lobby,  from  which  a 
winding  staircase  forms  one  of  the  many  communi- 
cations with  the  Entresol  above  the  Entrance  Hall. 
On  the  right  of  the  Entrance  Hall,  a  flight  of  six 
steps  leads  to  some  servants  rooms.  These  st^ps 
are  on  the  site  of  those  which  formerly  led  to  the 
Chapel.  The  iron  gates  through  which  it  was 
entered,  now,  denuded  of  their  leaden  ornaments, 
perform  the  more  humble  part  of  guarding  the 
entrance  from  the  Front  Terrace  and  Garden  to  the 
West  Courtyard  and  Arcades. 
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Opposite  the  Hall  door,  two  flights  of  steps  and 
two  landings  take  us  tlirough  the  Inner  Hall  to 
a  landing  on  the  right,  whence  rises  the  Great 
Staircase. 

From  this  last  landing,  a  door  on  our  left  leads 
into  the  old  Entrance  Hall,  now  called  the  Break- 
fast Room. 

The  Breakfast  Room  is  twenty  feet  wide  by  forty 
feet  long.  A  porch  on  the  south  leads  out  on  to 
the  two  Terraces  akeady  mentioned  in  the  de- 
scription of  the  exterior.^ 

On  the  north  side  of  the  Breakfast  Room,  an 
archway,  corresponding  with  that  of  the  Porch, 
leads  through  an  alcove  into  the  Journal  Room. 

A  door,  opposite  that  communicating  with  the 
Hall,  takes  us  from  the  Breakfast  Room  into  an 
inner  room  called  the  C/HINa  Room,  from  which 
a  few  steps  and  a  Lobby  lead  up  into  the  West 
Rooms,  while  at  the  right  of  the  Lobby  is  the 
West  Turret  Staircase. 

The  West  Rooms  are  four  in  number.  The  ftrst 
serves,  in  railway  parlance,  as  a  sort  of  junction, 
from  which  the  other  three  branch  out,  and  is 
called   the   Map   Room. 

From  the  south    of   the  Map   Room   are   entered 

'  Chap.  V.  p.  IGO. 
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mKrC^^swivv-ly      th-     -••f:i;R«i      an«l      rlilpl      WfcjsT      RiWM'5, 

Th^!  fint  rhrre  Wfj^t  R«>>M-S  are  uL*lrr  part  of 
thfj  Lii^r/irv :  an-l  rll^•  rhir-l.  r-r  Print  Room,  U 
^onn*'-'"t^'''l  with   thr;  Lihrmr  l.v  a  sturt^L?*r. 

ThKr  fourth  Wf^r.  Ri»in,  call'i-il  -im{»Iv"  the  West 
RrK>\f,  i.^  the  la.^t  on  the  West  side  of  the  Hous**. 
Ft  i^  entered  from  the  West  of  the  Map  Roc»m,  an«I 
from  it  HTf'  ?*tep3  goinff  <lown  inn*  the  Dutch 
Oardkn. 

With  the  fourth  West  Ro<jm  the  plan  of  the 
Ground  FU>or  on  one  side  terminates,  and,  returning 
into  the  Map  Roi^>M,  we  come  to  a  concealed  door, 
leading  u.h  through  the  threr-  "  Prixcesses'  Rooms," 
generally  given   to  visitors. 

At  the  end  of  these  rooms  is  "Allen's  Room," 
from  whirrh  a  few  steps  and  a  short  j)assage  bring 
US  down  once  more  into  the  Journal  Room  ;  whence 
we  pafts  into  the  White  Parlour  ;  a  door  to  the 
right  of  which  leads  back  to  the  landing. 

A  recess  at  the  East  end  of  the  White  Parlour, 
opposite  the  door  communicating  with  the  Journal 
Room,  is  especially  indicated  by  an  ornamental  arch. 
Ft  was  formerly  a  large  Bay  window,  looking  into 
the  Clhapel  beyond,  above  the  floor  of  which  it  was 
raised   some  steps.     In  this  recess,    the  family  were 
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enabled  to  join  in  the  services  of  tlieii*  Church 
without  joining  the  congregation  in  the  Chapel, 
as  the  occupants  of  the  Eoyal  Closet  can,  to  this 
Jay,  do  at  Windsor. 

The  Chapel  itself,  whicli  was  destroyed  by  fire 
more  than  a  century  ago,  used  to  be  approached 
(as  we  have  already  said)  by  a  flight  of  steps  at 
the  right-hand  side  of  the  present  Entrance  Hall, 
and  entered  by  iron  gates.  Vestiges  of  it  are  still 
visible  breaking  out  in  this  pait  of  the  house, 
amongst  and  near  some  of  the  servants'  rooms,  and 
holding  their  own,  indifferent  to  the  secular  pursuits 
carried  on  around  them.  In  the  Valet's  Room 
are  two  columns,  two  pilasters,  and  a  rich  frieze, 
which  would  appear  to  have  been  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Chapel.  In  the  Wardrobe  Room,  and  in 
the  Lady's-maid's  Room  above  (the  two  stories  were 
originally  only  one),  there  still  exists  through  the 
whole  thickness  of  the  wall  an  ancient  arch,  visible 
even  outside  from  the  garden,  though  partly  cut 
away  in  forming  the  entresol.  An  old  arch  also 
exists  close  to  this  other  on .  the  West  side ;  it 
probably  formed  part  of  a  side  chapel  or  sacristy. 

But  though  the  vestiges  are  unmistakeable,  they 
are  few,  and  can  be  briefly  enumerated  :  Two 
columns,     two    pilasters,    and     a    frieze ;     and    two 
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CHAPTER   VII. 


ENTRANCE  HALL,    INNER   HALL,   SMOKING   ROOM,   AND 
STAIRCASE. 


The  very  first  step  into  Holland  House  offers  a 
combination  of  artistic  beauty  witb  practicivl  comfort ; 
and  if  the  cave  canem  at  the  entrance  challenges 
for  a  moment  our  onward  progress,  it  gives  us  an 
opportunity  of  looking  around. 

The  Entrance  Hall,  contrary  to  the  stereotyped 
entrance  hall  of  a  modem  London  house,  is,  as  we 
have  seen,  much  more  wide  than  long.  It  is  Ijor- 
dcred  and  decorated  with  Italian  tiles,  and  peopled 
by  eight  busts  which  represent  a  variety  in  the 
realms  both  of  chronology  and  of  character. 

We  shall  for  once  try  to  avoid  compromising  our 
knowledge  of  history  and  our  discernment  in  art  by 
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enumerating  these  busts  simply  as  they  are  placed. 
Beginning  at  the  right-hand  side  of  the  Hall  Door, 
we  have : — 

Francis,  Duke  of  Bedford,  by  Nollekens  (1801), 
with  the  following  lines  : — 

**  Cui  pudor,  et  justitiae  soror 
Incornipta  Fides,  nudaque  Veritas, 
Quando  ullum  invcnient  parem  f " 

Tlie  Duke  of  CumWrland,  by  Michael  Rysbraeck 
(1754). 

Charles  James  Fox,  by  Nollekens  (1807). 

Nollekens  is  thought  by  his  biographer,  John 
Thomas  Smith,  to  have  trusted  more  to  the  eyes, 
nose,  and  mouth  for  a  likeness,  than  to  the  bones  of 
the  head.  And  in  support  of  this,  he  points  out 
that  in  the  two  busts  Nollekens  did  of  iFr.  Fox,  the 
foreheads  are  low  and  rugged,  whilst  the  forehead  of 
tlic  mask  is  even,  high  and  prominent,  full  of  dig- 
nified grandeur,  more  so  perhaps,  with  the  exception 
of  Lord  Bacon,  than  that  of  any  other  statesman 
of  equal  celebrity.^  However  this  may  be,  we  may 
(!onOTatu]ate  ourselves  that  the  features  of  Charles 
James  Fox  will  have  been  transmitted  to  posterity 
by  more  than  one  sculptor  and  painter. 

'  Nollekens  and  his  Times,  by  John  Thomas  Smith.     London, 
1828.     Vol.  ii.  ch.  xvi. 
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The  Duke  of  York,  by  Prosperi,  with  the  in- 
scription : 

AYrOYSTOS  *PEAPIKOS  DASIAEOS  YIOS. 

Napoleon. 

Henri   Quatre. 

Henry  Richard,  third  Lord  Holland,  by  Nollekens 
(1799). 

The  Right  Honourable  John  Hookhani  Frere,  by 
Chantrey  (1817). 

But  we  shall  just  step  out  of  the  Hall  for  a  minute, 
to  notice  the  Smoking  Room.  It  is  not,  as  may  be 
supposed,  fitted  up  with  low  divans  and  long  meer- 
schaums. An  appropriate  subject  frescoed  on  the 
ceiling  is,  apparently,  the  only  feature  it  possesses 
at  all  appropriate  with  its  name.  The  Smoking 
Room  is  now  a  receptacle  for  MSS.  and  certain 
presses  locked,  and  drawers  secured,  which  are  strong- 
holds for  many  documents.  Some  of  these  are, 
doubtless,  of  no  value  except  to  the  owners,  and 
will  most  pleasantly  fulfil  theu*  destiny  by  never 
showing  their  dry  dusty  details  beyond  their  pre- 
sent quarters.  Some  have  been  of  great  use  to 
us  in  the  compilation  of  the  present  work,  and 
will  appear  occai^ionally  in  black  and  white  as  we 
proceed.     Some   are   autographic,    literary,    and   his- 
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torical  trefujures,  wliicb  desen^e  a  work  to  themselves. 
May  our  words  ooncorning  these  last  one  day  be 
proved  I 

Meanwhile,  three  relics  of  C.  J.  Fox  which  have 
found  their  way  into  the  room  and  taken  up  their 
abode  on  the  wall  may  l>e  mentioned:  — 

His  walking-stick,*  which  need  only  l)e  admired  for 
his  sake  ! 

A  case  of  fire-arms,  consisting  of  a  fowling-piece 
and  a  brace  of  pistols,  ornamented  with  silver,  platina, 
and  gold,  and  with  agates  for  flints.  Presented  by 
Catherine  of  Russia  to  C.  J.  Fox.     [Dnte  1785.] 

A  Sword  of  Prudence,'  which  is  prudently  blunt. 
This  appears  to  have  been  presented  to  the  Rt.  Hon. 
C*  J"*  Fox,  with  tlie  warmest  respect,  by  a  Briton 
and  a  lover  of  liis  country,  and  bears  the  following 
distich  :  — 

"  Consider  well — weigh  Strictly  Right,  &  Wrong, 
Resolve  not  quick — but  once  Resolv'd  be  Strong.** 

With  which  good  advice,  we  return  into  the 
Entrance  Hall. 

Opposite  to  the  Hall  Door,  the  Inner  Hall  presents 
a  pretty  vista  fitted  into  the  wooden  frame  of  a  door 
by  which  the  two  Halls  are  separated.  The  frame, 
contrasted  with  what  it  seems  to  enclose,  looks  solid 

'  See  tail-piece  to  this  chapter.  '  Ibid. 
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and  severe,  and  sobers,  without  saddening,  the  general 
effect.  A  painted  arch  divides  the  Inner  Hall  into 
two  compartments,  while  a  background  of  tapestry, 
frescoed  ceilings,  a  gaily  carpeted  floor,  china  vases 
and  flowers,  form  a  picture  equally  pleasant  in 
summer  and  winter. 

The  ceiling  of  the  first  compartment  is  vaulted  and 
painted  with  Cupids,  which,  from  their  exalted  posi- 
.tion,  have  some  claim  to  be  anc'cls.  The  ceilinor  of  the 
second  compartment  is  flat,  and  represents  an  Italian 
scene.  Both  are  painted  l)y  Watts.  To  our  left,  as 
we  ascend  the  steps,  the  Inner  Hall  is  almost  entirely 
composed  of  windows,  which  in  bygone  times  used  to 
be  doors,  and  which,  in  the  present  day,  obstruct  and 
idealize  the  view  through  ground  and  coloured  glass. 

The  accompanying  woodcut  gives  an  idea  of  the 
landinor  with  its  carved  balustrade  :  an  old  sodnn- 
chair,  brilliant  in  recent  restoration ;  and  less  bril- 
liant, but  certainly  not  less  interesting,  an  old 
bronze  font  for  holy  waler,  supported  by  a  com- 
paratively modern  bronze  tripod.  From  a  description 
on  a  little  plaque  aftixed,  this  font  api)ears  to  have 
been  cast  in  the  year  1484  by  Maestro  Michele 
Garelli.  Around  it,  interspersed  by  odd  old  scrijn 
tural  and  armorial  devices,  is  written  in  Gothic- 
letters  an   abbreviated  rendering  of   the  well-known 

F  2 
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passage  in  the  fiftieth  Psahii  (i)th  verse) :  **  Asperger 
me  hyssopo,  et  inuuJabor ;  lavubis  me,  et  super 
uivem  dealbabor.''  Michele  Garelli,  it  will  be 
understood,  was  the  founder  or  caster,  not  tlie 
original  designer,  of  the  work.  Nor  was  he,  as 
one  might  think,  an  Italian,  but  a  Fleming,  whose 
real  name,  Cassel,  was  itiilianized  into  Garelli.  He 
Wiis  of  very  great  reputation  ;  and  worked,  according 
to  Zani,  about  the  year  1492. 

Standing  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs  in  the  Inner 
Hall,  with  our  back  to  the  windows,  we  see 
through  the  pillars  of  an  oaken  screen,  the  quaintest 
view  in  the  house :  one  which,  though  it  derives 
much  of  its  quaintness  from  its  colouring,  is  still, 
we  venture  to  think,  executed  with  surprising  faith- 
fulness in  the  annexed  plate : — neither  ceiling  nor 
floor  entirely  visible,  a  background  of  bronzed  and 
many-coloured  Cordova  leather— subdued,  yet  glit- 
tering— with  designs  of  birds,  arabesques,  and 
flowers.  The  staircase  is  furnished  with  an  oaken 
balustrade  which  forms  an  elbow  on  the  first  floor 
landing  before  w^e  lose  sight  of  it ;  while  an  eccle- 
siastical looking  chandelier,  hanging  on  the  left, 
and  a  looking-glass  so  placed  that  it  seems  like  an 
extension  of  the  staircase  rather  than  what  it  is, 
figure  effectively  in  the  general  mysteriousness. 
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It  ia  perhaps  to  be  regretted  that  the  position  of 
this  unique  view,  although  very  promiuent,  should 
be  such  as  to  make  it  often  overlooked.  For  often 
overlooked  it  must  be.  Who,  as  a  rule,  just  after 
entering  a  house,  or  just  before  quitting  it,  is  likely 
to  stop  on  a  staircase  in  the  hall  and  turn  side- 
ways 1  And  yet  we  liave  some  hope  that  our  hint 
may  not  be  without  efleet  upon  future  visitors  to 
Holland  House. 

Leaving  this  view,  and  proceeding  up  the  setrond 
flight  of  stairs  in  the  Inner  Hall,  we  pass  before  the 
old  Tournay  t<ipestry  which  repix'sents  Isaac-  lilessing 
Jacob — a  warning  to  elder  sons— and,  turning  to 
the  left,  enter  tlie  Rieakfiiat  lioom. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 
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This  iMiiin  was  convcrteil  ft-om  llic  Eiitifinpc 
Uall  into  tlic  Breakfast  Room  by  tlie  late  ImM 
Holland,  and  its  pon'li,  betwiH'ii  two  large  bay- 
windows,  leading  south  out  on  to  the  centre 
teiTaoe,  once  a  portico  for  sedan-chairs,  remains  as 
a  vestige  of  old  times.  The  present  arrangement  of 
the  porirli,  however,  is  modem,  as  are  the  mosaics 
with  whicli  it  is  ornamented,  and  in  which  are 
worked  tlie  two  mottoes  of  the  family ;  "  I'?Va») 
impcnthre  vero,"  and  "  Faire  mm  dire." 

From  the  porch  we  return  into  the  room  itself.  The 
walls  are  hung  with  old  Genoese  silk  and  velvet  bro- 
cade, and  panelled  wich  four  Arazzi,  which  repreaeat 
severally :  Bacchus  and  the  Bacchantes,  Apollo  with 
the  Muses,  Vulcan  and  Venus,  and  Vulcan  presentbg 
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Jupiter  with  the  thiinderLolts.  Tliese  Arazzi  are 
interesting  as  being  after  the  designs  of  Franyois 
Boucher,  that  French  artist  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury who,  from  the  gaiety  of  his  subjects,  was  called 
the  Ana^reon  of  paintei-s.  Two  of  the  Arazzi  are 
above  the  two  chimney-pieces,  and  on  either  side 
of  them  is  a  magnificent  strip  of  silk  and  gold 
embroidery  on   crimson  velvet. 

We  l)elieve  there  is  some  pe<*uliar  interest  attached 
to  tliese  strips  of  embroidery ;  but  the  researches 
which  have  been  kindly  made  for  us  upon  the  subject, 
as  well  as  those  which  we  have  made  for  ourselves, 
have  proved  fruitless. 

The  doorways,  four  in  number,  ai-e  arched  and 
hung  with  silk,  the  folds  of  which  are  gracefully 
held  together  by  a  fine  bit  of  tapestry,  performing 
the  part  of  a  brooch.  The  doorways,  one  on  each 
side  of  the  room — each  being  opposite  that  in  the 
wall  facing  it — when  open,  give  us  from  the  Break- 
fast Room,  so  to  speak,  double  telescopic  views ; 
and  the  two  bay  windows,  the  sides  of  which  are 
fitted  with  looking-glasses,  multiply  and  complicate 
the  views  in  a  fanciful  and  bewildering  manner. 
We  see  to  our  left,  as  we  enter,  the  front  terrace  and 
the  field  beyond  it ;  to  our  right,  through  a  small 
lobby  and  the  Journal  Room,  the   lawn.       In   front 
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nf  lis,  hut  lathtT  far  oft*  (tlmmj^h  .several  roonit),  at 
the  end  of  the*  west  side,  the  Dutch  Garden ; 
and,  turning  round,  at  the  other  end  we  have  the 
oak  staiirase  under  a  different  aspcet  from  that 
which  we  liad  of  it  in  thr  Entrance  Hall,  but  still 
([uaint  and  pt^rhaps  rather  stern,  forming  a  dark 
l)ackground  to  tlie  lu'ight  Breakfast  Room.  For,  as 
n)ay  be  seen  by  our  illustration,  the  Breakfast 
Room,  although  it  wears  an  ancient  look,  is  not 
sombre ;  on  the  contrary,  tajH'stries,  Sevres  china, 
and  Venetian  ]ooking-ghiss<'s  in  gilt  frames,  tend 
to  give  it  a  gay,  if  not  a  brilliant,  appc»arance  : 
while  such  relics  as  a  writing-book  with  Na}K)leonic 
arms,  and  a  bann<T  scn*en  which  has  been  the 
recipient  of  various  heraldic  contributions,  are  less 
dingy  than   historical. 

Nor  should  we  hen*  omit  to  mention  a  bust  of 
Charles  James  Fox,  In'  Nollekens  (1793),  some  four- 
teen years  earlier  than  the  bust  we  have  noticed  in 
the  Entrance  Hall  by  the  same  artist.  Four  lines, 
by  R.  Fitzpatrick,  perpetuated  on  the  marble,  add 
interest  to  the  work,  while  they  pay  a  tribute  to 
him  whom  it  represents: — 

A   Patiiol's  even  course  he  steer'd, 
'MuLst  Faction's  wildest  Storms  unmov'd, 

Hy  all  who  niark'd  his   Mind,  I'everM, 
l>y  all  who  knew  his  Utiart,  helov'd. 
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The  ceiling  of  the  Breakfast  Room  is  panelled 
and  ornamented  with  white  and  gilded  pendants. 
The  cornice  is  painted  in  the  same  style,  and  from 
the  Earl's  coronet  on  it/  alternating  with  an  "H," 
testifies  to  its  period — that  of  an  Earl  of  Holland. 
The  device,  which  will  soon  become  well  known 
to  us — that  of  the  "  H "  entwined  in  a  Baron's 
coronet — is  of  later  introduction  and  a  sign  of  Fox 
residence. 

And  standing  here,  as  further  on  we  shall  stand 
in  some  other  parts  of  the  house,  amidst  modern 
improvements  which,  being  in  the  character  of  past 
times,  tend  rather  to  preserve  those  times  in  our 
memories  than  to  make  us  forget  them,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  us  here,  as  in  some  other  parts  of 
the  house,  not  to  draw  a  mental  parallel.  *'Once 
upon  a  time''  sedan-chairs  and  powder  played  their 
parts  in  the  scene  ;  nowadays  they  may  find  some 
species  of  successoi-s  in  Hansoms  and  chignons. 
And  from  the  difference  in  conveyances  and  dress, 
how  far  and  how  easily  that  perpetual-motion  loco- 
motive, the  train  of  our  thoughts,  will  carry  us  on ! 
Indeed  it  would  easily  carry  us  too  far.  For, 
before  we  knew  where  we  found  ourselves,  it  would 
carry  us  out  of  our  present  province.     Let  us  close 

^  See  head-piece  to  this  chapter. 
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the  chitptpr  with  nnc  i-(?mark.  However  |>unetiIious 
some  of  U3  may  U-  upon  tlii-  subject  of  modern 
fashions  uikI  of  motleru  usjigca,  if  we  thiuk  of  the 
gay  assemblies  that  meet  at  Holland  House  on 
many  a  summer's  day,  we  will  not  quarR'l  with 
the  present  or  sigh  f<>r  what  jx-ople,  shocked  by 
recent  inventions  i-atlur  tlian  k'nefited  by  lute  dls- 
eoveries,  are   wont   to   call   "  the  gocjil  old   times." 


CHAPTER    IX. 


THE     (;  H  I  N  A     K  O  O  M. 


The  China  Room  is  a  contrjust  to  the  Breakfast 
Room,  and  the  two  rooms  together  tend  to  prove 
that  attractions  in  equal  degree  may  exist  with 
advantages  of  diflferent  kinds. 

The  Breakfast  Room,  forty  feet  long  by  twenty  feet 
wide,  is  large  enough  for  a  banquet ;  and  the  China 
Room,  twenty-two  feet  long  by  twenty-one  feet  wide, 
is  snug  enough  for  a  sociable  dinner.  The  Breakfast 
Room,  with  its  bay-windows  and  porch  projecting 
into  the  sunny  south,  must  see  something  of  the  sun 
even  on  most  winter  days ;  and  the  China  Room, 
recedinjx  from  between  the  centre  tower  and 
western  cloisters,  is  shaded  i^ven  iji  the  liottest 
summer. 
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It  has  a  {jiiive-looking  oM  cliimncy-itUMe  ami  a 
.sulemu-luukiiig  Venetian  chandelier  :  and  it  is 
fitted  up  with  ghiss  eases  which  are  furnished 
with  some  beautiful  china.  The  jreneral  etlect  of 
the  room  may  be  perhaps  something  like  that  of 
an  old  curiosity  shop — but  of  an  old  curiosity 
shop  in  rtopia,  tidy,  habitable,  comfortable.  The 
walls  are  hung  with  Cordova  heather,  and  the  Hoor 
has  a  soft  carpet,  and  the  collection  of  china  is 
so  disp4)s<*d  that  it  can  easily  i>e  taken  out  for 
use,  and,  when  not  used,  l)e  useful  for  ornament. 

AVe  W(Te  thinkin*!;  of  makint'  the  China  Room 
('hapter  rather  learned  with  a  disquisition  upon 
china  in  general,  prolor/aini/  our  account  of  this 
china  in  particular.  But  we  have  thought  better 
of  the  plan,  and  spared  ourselves  from  accumu- 
lating details  which,  without  thoroughly  instructing 
the  uninitiated,  might  have  thoroughly  dissatisfied 
the  connoisseur.  AVith  the  above  explanation,  rather 
than  apology,  we  submit  an  unadorned  list  of  the 
principal  china  in  the  China  Room  : — 

A  large  dinner  and  dessert  service  of  Sevres, 
which   l)elonged    to   the    Earl   of  I'^pper   Ossory. 

A  small  dessert  service  oi  very  fine  yld  Sevres, 
Avhicli  belonijed  to  the  Countess  of  Coventrv,  remark- 
able    for   its    beauty ;    it    is    painted    in    medallions, 


IX.]  CHINA    ROOM.  225 


with  flowers  and  Cupids  round  the  border,  and  the 
letters  "L.C."  in  flowers,  surmounted  by  a  coronet, 
also  in  flowers,  in  the  centre. 

A  fine  old  apple-green  Sevres  dessert  service, 
painted  with  bouquets  of  flowers. 

A  large  dinner,  dessert,  and  cofiee  service  of 
Cabbage-leaf  Sevres. 

Two  services  of  fine  old  Dresden  china,  for 
dinner  and  dessert. 

A  beautiful  dessert  service  of  old  open-work 
Berlin  china. 

Two  magnificent  Chelsea  vases  decorated  with 
birds  and  fruit. 

And  a  small  dessert  service  of  old  Chelsea, 
presented  by  the  Chelsea  Company  to  Dr.  Johnson, 
who  used  to  work  during  his  leisure  hours  at  the 
Chelsea  factory.  If,  from  his  present  abode,  the 
usually  plain-spoken  old  Doctor  can  see  what  has 
become  of  the  testimonial,  perhaps  he  is  inclined 
to  say,  as  he  did  to  Mrs.  Montague  when  she 
showed  him  some  plates  which  had  once  belonged 
to  Queen  Elizalxith,  "  that  they  had  no  reason  to 
be  ashamed  of  their  present  possessor,  who  was 
so  little  inferior  to  the  first."  ^ 

In  the  China   Room,  as  may  be   expected,   there 

*  Madame  Piozzi's  Anecdotes  of  Dr.  ♦Fobnaon.     T-iondon,  178G. 
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id  nioi'L'  tliiiu  tin-  L'ljjnii  tu  adniirt-.  But  ii'  we 
wiTi:  til  liiigiT  ttvci"  ovcry  object  uf  Ix-auty  in 
Hollain.1  House,  our  work  would  run  tlie  risk  of 
iisfjumitig  i-ncy<.-l<>^t!t.-<1ic  pru|K)]-tiuns,  unaccomjiauitid. 
iilan  !  liy  eiR-yclopiudii;  loiv  ! 

Tlif  China  Sccli.eky  is  attauhi-d  to  tlif  China 
Kottui,  and  contains  tlirco  breakfast  si'rvires  of 
Dreaden,  and  a  Dresdi.'n  dinner  «;rviee  in  eonimun 
use,  besides  a  servii-c-  of  beautiful  Dresilen,  jminted 
ill  medallions  with  ti^^uies,  bouglit  iit  Stowe. 


C'HAPl'EK  X. 


FIKST   WEST    KOOM,    UK    MAP    UOOM. 


The  first  West  Room,  ejiUeJ  tlif  Map  Room,  from 
the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  maps  anil  atlases  in  the 
house  are  arranged  there,  teems  with  bookn  an<l 
j)ortraits.  It  has  a  (•riuison  ami  gold  paper,  ami 
the  ceiling  is  white,  pauolletl  wiih  gilt,  and  decorated 
with  pendants. 

The  door  by  which  we  entered  from  the  China 
Ruum  is  like  two  of  thosf  in  the  Breakfast  Room  .- 
the  doorway  arched;  while  the  door  itself,  which 
ia  a  sliding  one,  may  lie  said  to  illustrate  Hamlet's 
play  within  a  play  by  a  door  within  a  door.  Those 
who  know  Holland  Housi-  will  pcrhaiis  alone  he  able 
to  understanil  this  aiiangemrnt.  Hut  the  doors 
'i  - 
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especially  to  be  noticed  in  this  room  are  carved 
and  gilt  (Venetian),  with  plate-glass,  opening  into 
the  second  and  fourth  AVest  Rooms. 

The  Map  Room  has  an  antique  appearance.  But 
the  present  disposition  of  all  the  West  Rooms  is 
really  modern,  and  due  to  the  late  Lord  Holland, 
who,  from  housekeeper  s  rooms  and  offices,  converted 
the  first  three  into  what  they  are,  and  extended 
the  fourth  upon  what  used  to  be  a  terrace. 

A  characteristic  difference  between  the  mere  man  of 
money  and  the  man  of  taste  is,  that  in  the  **  improve- 
ments" of  the  one,  the  old  features  are  recklessly 
destroyed,  whilst  in  the  improvements  of  the  other 
they  are  studiously  preserved.  The  one  heaps  up 
gilding  and  modern  hideositiea,  after  the  fsishion  of 
the  foolish  woman  who  dyes  her  hair  and  tries  to  hide 
her  wrinkles  ;  the  other  is  like  the  wiser  woman,  who 
looks  upon  grey  hairs  as  an  honourable  frame  for  ad- 
vancing years,  and  adapts  the  shrine  to  the  relics. 

From  the  imitation  of  the  past  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  first  West  Room,  we  turn  to  actual  traces  of 
bygone  days  in  some  of  the  portraits  which  hang 
on  the  walls  and  artistically  crown  the  bookcases. 

It  is  curious  to  mark  how,  without  any  apparent 
labour  to  bring  the  right  people  together,  at  the 
beat  a  difficult  task,  some  of  the  portraits  here  are 
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happily  placed :  Charles  II.,  between  Nell  Gwyim 
and  the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth,  facing  the  author 
of  the  "Annus  Mirabilis," — an  appropriate  position. 
For  though 

**....  Uryden  taught  to  join 
The  varjiug  verse,  the  full  resounding  line, 
The  long  majestic  march,  and  energy  divine,"  ^ 

yet  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  he  stooped  to 
flatter  his  unworthy  sovereign.  But  a  close  scrutiny 
of  what  seems  most  perfect  is  often  clouded  by 
disappointment,  and  few  characters,  however  great, 
will  bear  the  test  of  pre-Kaphaelite  painting. 

Then  we  have  the  first  and  second  Dukes  of  Kich- 
mond ;  Anne  and  Sarah,  Duchesses  of  Kichmond ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Leinster.  With  these  we  bid 
farewell  to  Charles  and  all  that  concerns  him,  and, 
passing  a  portrait  of  Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  turn  to 
one  of  Madame  Lebrun,  painted  by  herself.  But 
she  has  not  made  such  a  pretty  picture  as  she  did 
of  the  same  subject  in  the  well-known  portrait  at 
the  Uflizi  in  Florence. 

We  now  notice  the  portrait  of  an  artist  of  a 
different  kind,  the  sculptor  Canova,  with  his  fine, 
expressive  Italian  face.^ 

1  Pope,  **  Imitations  of  Horace,*'  Book  11.  Epistle  i. 
^  See  head-piece  to  this  chapter. 
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mhk  .,t  rh»-  .rr*';ir»->r.  if  ui.c  '/'»'  irr^atrrrr.  *}(  «.*t)ntexn- 
fXirary  EntjlL'-h  .irir^r-.  Alr^aiiv  \vh»rii  a  Ih^v-  he 
f'x'uUfiU'^h  irA  w»-  ir-  r.«'t  -ur*-  that  h«f  wx-*  a 
quartrr  ni  ;i  '-rhtur}'  "'M  whra,  in  1-^4:1,  he  imjk 
one  of  thrf  :j»Hf/.  prizr--  tV>r  hL?  r-arto«:»n  «»t'  Caractaeus. 
Hi.i  next  .-5U«*i:e:^.<'fui  ♦rnrry  iiir«>  «:»>mpetition  was  his 
picture  of  Alfr^-il  incitiritj  the  Saxon-s  to  maritime 
enrerjirise.  Ili-s  rnt^rinir  *»n  that  «N:i-a»ion  into  com- 
petition i?i  'lue  ro  L>r«I  Hr»IIan«l,  who  urged  that, 
having  once  ohtaineil  a  tir^t  prize,  he  should  not 
.shrink  from  a  .-^econ*!  encounter.  The  picture  was 
fiainted  in  the  Villa  Careggi,  Lord  Holland's  house  : 
and  its  gaining  the  first  priz*-  was,  we  may  easily 
imagine,  a  greater  satisfaction  to  the  far-seeing  friend 
than  to  the  young  painter,  who  cared  more  for  his 
firt  than  f«ir  th»i  f^lorv  it  nii</ht  bring  him.  We 
will  not  here  talk  of  Watts's  St.  George  and  the 
Dragon,  or  attcmj^t  to  give  a  IL^t  of  his  many 
famous  works  ;  they  Wlong  to  the  history  of  art ; 
and  his  critical  notices  of  the  art  of  B.  R.  Haydon 
arc  public  property.  The  privilege  we  claim  is  to 
Hi\y  how  he  became  especially  connected  with  Holland 
House. 

About  the  yeiir  1843  he  arrived  in  Florence  with 
a   lett<»r  of   introtluction   to    the   late  Lord    Holland, 
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then  English  Minister  at  the  C^ourt  of  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Tuscany.  Lord  Holland,  ever  ready  with 
kind  and  generous  hospitality,  invited  the  young 
artist  to  stay  at  the  Legation.  At  fii^st  Mr.  Watts 
only  intended  to  spend  a  short  time  in  Florence, 
but  he  remained  on  from  day  to  day  for  nearly 
four  years,  in  an  increasing  intimacy  agreeable  to 
all  parties.  To  this  intimacy  we  owe  some  of  the 
best  portraits  and  restorations  at  Holland  House. 

In  the  first  West  Room  may  be  mentioned  por- 
traits by  him  of  Mr.  Edward  Cheney,  Mr.  Cotterell, 
and  Panizzi.  The  two  former  were  painted  in 
Florence  about  the  year  1843. 

The  latter,  which  hangs  over  the  chimney-piece,  was 
executed  some  eight  or  nine  years  later.  It  is  one  of 
Watts's  finest,  and  is  done  very  much  in  the  style 
of  Sir  Joshua's  Baretti.  Panizzi  is  busily  engaged 
writing,  perhaps  putting  the  last  penstroke  to  his 
Essay  on  the  Romantic  Poetry  of  the  Itiilians,  or  to 
his  editions  of  Bojardo  or  Ariosto,  and  does  not  seem 
to  be  sitting  for  his  ^^or^ra/^  But  a  likeness  is 
achieved,  and  may  be  considered  not  less  happily 
placed  here  than  on  the  walls  of  the  British  Museum. 
In  Holland  House,  Panizzi  has  claims  upon  private 
affection  so  long  as  his  friends  live ;  in  the  British 
Museum,  he  has  a  lasting  title  to  public   gratitude 
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an  tim  urigiiial  dvsigiicr  of  tLe  far-famed  Reading 
Room,  and  as  being  almost  tbe  founder  of  the 
National    Libriiry. 

The  Map  Room,  as  was  said  at  the  beginning  of 
this  chapter,  teems  with  books.  Of  course,  to  give 
a  catalogue  of  them  all  would  be  troublesome  both 
to  our  readers  and  to  ourselves.  Nor  is  it  neces- 
sary to  say  more  at  present  than  that  there  is  in 
tliis  room  one  bookcase  especially  devoted  to  valu- 
able books  and  MSS.,  some  of  which  will  be  noticed 
when  we  come  to  deal  with  the  Library. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


St-X-OND   WEST   KOOM,   Olt   PICTURE  KOOM. 


We  couic  into  tliis  room  from  tlif  Map  Room,  by 
the  glass  doors  in  beautiful  \\aietiHn  frames, 
mmitioDecl  in  our  last  chapter ;  and  we  go  out  of 
it  by  similar  doors,  at  the  other  end.  A  bay- 
window  to  the  left  gives  us  partial  views  of  tlu; 
centre  of  the  house  and  of  the  east  wing,  divided 
and  massively  framed  l)y  an  arcli  of  the  west 
wing.  (.)ur  friends  who  know  Holland  House  will 
recognize  the  view  on  the  next  page,  and  will  easily 
call  to  mind  tliis  picturesque  old  fragment  of 
architecture,  witli  its  red  brick,  and  grey  stone, 
and  whimsical  decorations  :  wliile  here  and  there 
Nature    comes   to    tlio    relief    nf    Art    with    ci-ecpcrw 
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iiiiil  flowi'iu  And  tliusc  will)  have  watchod  this 
view,  aa  we  have,  by  moonlight,  those  wlio  h^v^'c 
ItcheKJ  the  dark-blue  background  relieved  >>y  silver 
lights  and  varied  by  myalerious   shadows,    will,   we 


hope,    acknowledge    the    influence    fif  such    a   scene 
upon  the  soul  of  the  Poet  and  of  the  Christian. 

In  the  year  1862,  Lady  Holland  lent  Holland 
House  for  a  short  time  to  the  Queen  of  the  French, 
Marie  AmiSlie  ;  and  it    was    in    this  room   that    the 
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pious  exile  had  mass  daily  celebrated.  She  could 
scarcely  have  chosen  a  more  fitting  spot  from  which 
to  otfer  up  her  prayers.  For  we  hold  beauty  to 
be  the  source  of  inspiration,  and  inspiration  th^, 
essence  of  prayer ;  whilst  admiration  of  Nature 
may  in  itself  become  a  prayer  without  words. 

At  our  right  is  a  chimney-piece  in  the  Eliza- 
bethan style,  with  the  old-fashioned  fire-dogs  for 
burning  wood ;  and  comfort  is  combined  with  taste 
in  this  room  by  old  brocaded  silk  hangings,  while 
Art  is  ably  represented  on  the  walls. 

To  Watts's  brush  we  owe  the  following  por- 
traits : — 

Himself,  in  armour,  painted  at  the  Casa  Ferroni, 
then  the  English  Legation,  in  Florence. 

Guizot. 

Thiers. 

Prince  J^rdme  Bonaparte. 

The  last  three  portraits  were  painted  in  Paris 
during  the  spring  of  1856,  and  tlie  subjects  of  them 
are  as  familiar  to  the  writer  of  these  pages  as  the 
portraits  themselves ;  for  t\uy  formed  part  of  the 
late    Lord    Hollands    Paris   s((Ion, 

The  salon,  as  an  institution,  is  dying  out  every- 
where. It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  only  to  return 
to  life  as  the  Phoenix  from   its  aslies.     But  in  thus 
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^*  iH  I  ;:unvir«-tL  irr,  ai»r  rp?*tr:rr*-* t  r*)  one  or  two 
••lev»-r  men.  int  -^xr^-nituur  *•»  vhoie  -totnenes :  when 
rlie:<r  *:irae  *i*iV^r  m^n  -v-^r**  nut  rmuie  ro  -^tind  ap>a 
I  -iix-iiil  peilefltai  init  it^t-Liim  r>  a  moleracely 
inceresreii    .i;iiii»-nee.     War    vhen    thev    mixeii    with 

m 

Others  ;inii  V'-t  reCiiineii  tiieir  iniiiviiluaiitv :  wh^en 
grace  was  hlen«ieti  with  wir.  and  ♦lignny  with  re- 
linemen t ;  when  men  ralketi  of  what  was  interest- 
ing Uf  women  who  careil  t«>  listen :  when  nothing 
wa.^  rendereii  common  hv  t«>^  mueh  generality  : 
when,  in  ihort,  there  were  element^s  for  the  for- 
mation of  intere8tin<r  <:in:Ies :  and  when  there  were 
Yif)\f\fi  who  carerl  to  form  them.  But  the  past 
\\f*A*A\  not  be  a  matter  of  regret  to  everyone.  It 
wv^vy  Ur  even  a  matter  of  thankfulness  to  her  whose 
earlie,.Ht  memories  are  fixed  amid  all  that  is  cleverest 
M\\i\  |ilefwante8t ;  who,  when  allowed  to  appear  for 
\v  rnornent  amongHt  the  "grown-up  people/'  would 
\\i\\\v  \\\i*  laHt  of  a  discussion  Ixitween  Thiers  and 
(Jiiiz<»f,  or  thf  first  of  a  le^jture  from  M.  de  Ville- 
rim  in  ;  or  would  be  given  sugar-plums  and  dolls  by 
fhr  brofhrr  of  tlie  great  Napoleon,  Jdrome  Bonaparte. 
Knr  nil  tliene  met  on  neutral  temtory  around  the 
hoM|.  who  wiiK  ciipiible  of  apfjreciating  genius  under 
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its   varied    forms,    and    who    was    the    centre   of  a 
charming  society  wherever  he  went. 

But  to  recur  to  Watts's  pictures  in  tliis  room : — 

Countess  Walewska,  painted  at  Florence  about  the 
year  1846-7. 

The  beautiful  Countess  Castiglione.  This  portrait 
was  unfortunately  never  finished 

Mary  Augusta,  liady  Holland,  taken  in  a  Nice 
hat  at  Florence,  in  1843.  This  picture  is  charm- 
ingly  painted,  and  gives  us  the  present  hostess 
of  Holland  House,  presiding,  as  it  were,  over  one 
of  its  most  sociable  rooms,  with  a  smile  which 
lights  up  her  face  as  much  as  the  ray  of  sunshine 
lights  up  the  picture. 

Mary  Fox — an  old-fashioned  picture  of  an  old- 
fashioned  looking  little  girl,  with  a  fine  Spanish 
pointer  as  big  as  herself,  whose  name  must  be 
mentioned,  for  auld  lang  syne,  ''Elia."  "Elia" 
was  a  faithful  friend  and  a  wise  protector.  Here 
he  looks  on  his  best  behaviour.  But  he  was  as 
good  as  he  looks,  except  on  the  sad  day  when  he 
strayed  from  home  never  to  return.  The  canvas 
of  the  original  picture  is  44  inches  by  34.  But 
we  hope  that,  notwithstanding  a  great  necessary 
reduction  in  size,  the  present  steel  engraving  does 
justice  to  Watts's  work  of  art. 
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Two  |>ortraitrt  by    Leslie  eome  next   on   our  list  : 

The  well-known  painting  of  Henry  Richard,  third 
Lord  Holland  :  ^  and  that  of  his  daus^hter,  now  Lady 
Lilford. 

(Ine  extremely  interesting^  relie  in  the  Picture 
Room  is  hardly  a  work  of  art  at  all.  We  refer 
to  a  plaster  statuette  of  the  first  Lord  Brougham. 
He  is  here  represented  in  nn  attitude  of  legal 
dec*lamation,  with  ujn-aised  arm  and  out-stretehed 
hand.  The  out-stretched  hand  makes  us  smile ; 
it  reminds  us  of  Lord  IJrougham's  i*esjx)nding 
to  a  toast  in  Edinburgh  for  '*  His  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters": "My  fellow-<dtiz  ns  of  Edinburgh,  after 
havincy  been  four  years  a  ^[inister,  these  hands  are 
clean!'  He  had  8uite<l  the  action  to  the  word  by 
extending  his  hands — but  not  the  adjective  to  the 
substantive.  For,  alas !  his  hands  happened  to  \\e 
remarkably  dirty !  * 

But  we  crave  pardon  of  the  great  man  s  shade. 
If  his  attitude  recalled  to  us  the  fact  that  he  once 
made  an  untimely  remark,  it  may  also  recall  to  us 
the  fact  that  he  was  "  the  great  Apostle  of  Educa- 
tion, the  Emancijiator  of  the  Negro,  the  Restorer  of 
abused  Charities,  the  Reformer  of  the  Law.''     Above 

*  See  tail-piece  to  Chapter  XI IT. 

-  Qitarterly  lUvieiv.     Vol.  cxxvi.  pj\  "»1    "1. 
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all,  it  recalls  to  us,  what  has  been  justly  termed 
the  turning  point  in  his  career,  tlie  Queen's  trial. 
The  night  before  he  was  to  deliver  his  most  im- 
portant speech  in  this  most  important  of  trials,  he 
slept  at  Holland  House.  Lord  Holland  seeing  him 
the  next  morning  busily  occupied  writing,  naturally 
expected  to  find  him  copying  out  the  peroration. 
But  no, — he  was  drawing  the  clauses  of  an  Educa- 
tion Bill: 

Since  the  year  1805  his  presence  was  familiar, 
and  welcome,  at  Holland  House,  amidst  the  brilliant 
politicians  and  wits  assembled  on  that  Whig  territory. 
Numerous  are  the  puns  which  have  been  made  upon 
his  name.  It  wnll  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  quote 
one  found  at  Holland  House  in  the  third  Lord 
Holland's  handwriting: — 

"  There's  a  wild  man  at  large  doth  roam, 
A  giant  wit ! — They  call  him  Brougham 

And  well  methinks  they  may, 
He  deals,  whene'er  he  speaks  or  acts 
With  friends  and  foes  and  laws  and  facts 

In  such  a  Bweepimj  way." 

He  who  wrote  the  joke  and  he  who  gavi*  rise  to 
it  are  both  now  alike  hallowed  to  us  by  death. 
And  of  them  in  this  room  thei'c  only  remain  a 
portrait  and  a  cast.      Wo  remcmlier  the  cast   being 
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brought    to    Holland     House,    by    Lord    Brougham 
himself,    about    a    year    before    he    died.      It   was 
curious    to    mark    the    contrast   between    the    aged 
man  and   the   representation  of   him  in  his  brilliant 
days,  a   contrast    made    especially   striking    by    the 
juxtaposition.       As    day    by    day,     in    the     course 
of    life,    or    rather    in    the   course    of    death,    one 
makes   room  for   another,  it  is  not  unusual   for  the 
bereaved   son   to   offer   a   valued    friend    some    me- 
mento of  his  father;   perhaps  a  likeness  of  him  in 
his   early  years,   to  which   he   will   point   and   say, 
"  That  is  what  my  father  was."    But  Lord  Brougham 
did    this   for  himself;    and   naturally   enough.     For 
the  man  who  would  sanction  a  premature  announce- 
ment   of   his    death,    in    order    to    steal    from    the 
world  its  opinion,   was  not  unlikely  to  undertake  a 
premature    distribution    of    mementoes   in   order   to 
test    the    feeling   of   his    friends.      Nor    is    another 
tmit  less  in  accordance   with  his   character.     When 
in  his   later   years  he   came   to   spend   an   hour   or 
two  at  Holland   House,  he  would  often  sit  moodily 
down,   and,    missing    the    friendly   faces   of    bygone 
days,  he  has  more  than  once  even  burst  into  tears. 
Whatever   the  world  may   think  of  the    hard   lines 
which  he  exteriorly  presented,  and   however  in   him 
grief   may  have  exhausted  itself  after  the  death    of 
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Ilia  beloved  daughter  Eleanor  Louise,  there  was  still 
something — call  it  what  one  will,  a  touch  of  tender 
feeling  or  a  strong  chord  of  affection — there  was 
still  something  which  lingered  ou  in  his  inmost  heart, 
and  with  which,  as  he  himself  drew  near  the  grave, 
he  often  sounded  a  funeral  dirge  to  tlie  memory 
of  a  friend." 

'  The  cast  of  Lord  Brougham   mcutioneil  nbov'  '  ■-   — ^..<i.- 
*wen  removed  into  the  Print  Itoom. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

THritn   WKST    liOOM,   »)l{    PRINT    ROOM. 

The  third  West  Room,  now  <!illfd  the  Print  Room, 
oiiee  the  scene  of  jams  and  jellies,  where  we  can 
pieture  to  ourselves  little  children  coming  and  show- 
ing cupboard-love  to  tlie  housekeeper,  is  in  nearly 
the  same  style  as  the  other  West  Rooms.  But  it 
possesses  one  feature  which  they  have  not — a  stair- 
ease.  Tliis  staircase,'  wooden  in  material,  stage-Uke 
in  api>earanee,  lias  a  long,  narrow  landing,  and  to 
the  left,  as  we  ascend,  a  window.  Higher  up  the 
theatrical  illusion  is  continued  by  a  concealed  door 
leading  into  the  Library,  through  which  door,  how- 
ever, we  do  not  now  propose  to  pass. 
'  See  hoad-piecc  to  this  chapter. 
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The  Pictures  hanging  in  the  Print  Room  testify 
more  or  less  to  the  society  which  from  early  days 
to  the  present  time  hiis  met  at  Holland  House  : — 

General  Fox,  as  a  midshipman. 

Lady  Mary  Fox. 

Henry,  Lord  Holland. 

Count  Fossombroni. 

The  Earl  of  Shelbunie,  afterwards  Marquis  of 
Lansdowne. 

Count  de  Fhiliault. 

The  Earl  of  Egremont. 

Henry  Luttrell. 

The  room  is  amj)ly  furnished  with  books.  But 
the  volumes  of  special  interest  are  those  containing 
prints,  from  which,  indeed,  tlie  room  derives  its  name. 

Here  we  sliall  scarcely  do  more  than  mention 
the  most  import<int. 

The  Italian,  German,  Dutch  and  Flemisli,  French, 
Spanish,  tind  English  schools  are  all  represented. 

There  is  a  great  collection  of  prints  after  Italian 
masters,  and  the  collection  from  early  Italian  en- 
gravers is  fair,  including,  amongst  other  specimens  by 
Marc'  Antonio  Raimondi,  the  Lucrezia  after  Rjitfaello. 
It  would  be  difficult,  as  a  matter  of  comparison, 
to  say  whether  greater  celebrity  attaches  itself  to 
Marc'  Antonio  amongst  cn<» ravers,  or  to  the  Lucreua 
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amongst  his  works.  liorn  at  Bologna  towards  the  end 
of  tlie  fifk'enth  century,  accused  in  Venice  of  plagia- 
rising Albert  Diirer,  prot<*.cted  in  Rome  by  RafFaello, 
thrown  into  prison  for  impropriety  of  subjects  by 
Pope  Clement  VIL,  lil>cratcd  at  the  intercession  of 
Bandinelli  and  some  of  the  Cardinals,  plundered  in 
the  sacking  of  the  Eternal  City  by  the  Spaniai-ds, 
and,  according  to  Malvasia/  finally  assassinated  for  a 
breach  of  faith,  the  life  of  Marc'  Antonio  Eaimondi, 
founder  of  tlie  Roman  school,  was  certainly  an 
eventful  and  important  one.  And  in  his  life  the 
Lucrezia  cert<iinly  is  a  landmark.  He  engraved  it 
immediately  after  arriving  in  Rome,  and  Raftaello 
was  so  i)leased  with  its  execution  as  to  consider 
Marc'  Antonio  thenceforwiU'd  worthy  of  repro<lucing 
liis  pictures ;  tlms,  by  means  of  the  Lucreziay  he 
was  appointed  engraver  to  Raflaello." 

In  the  Lucrezia  are  i>crceptible  Marc'  Antonio's 
(characteristics  of  pure  outline  and  correct  drawing 
of  the  extremities.  But  the  impression  in  the  Print 
Room  at  Holland  House  is  worn  out.  May,  however, 
the  Greek  inscription  on  the  left  remain  ineffaceable ! 
The  translation  of  it  would  be :  "  It  is  better  to  die 
than  to  live  in  dishonour." 

'  Bryan  :  Dictionary  of  Painters  and  l^ngravors. 
^  Ikrtsdi :  T.e  Peintre  Gravour. 
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The  specimens  of  Marc'  Antonios  two  pupils, 
Marco  da  Ravenna  and  Giulio  Bonasoni,  like  that 
of  the  Lucrezia^  are  not  of  the  best.  But  it  should 
be  remembered  that  these  artists  had  the  honour  of 
being  employed  to  engrave  the  works  of  Raffaello 
and  Michel  Angelo,  and  any  relic  from  their  gravers 
should  be  respected  accordingly. 

Then  we  would  say  a  few  words  about  the  Floren- 
tine Stefano  della  Bella,  who  lived  from  1610  to 
1664,  and  w^ho  shines  in  this  collection.  In  facility  of 
manipulation  he  has  probably  never  been  surpassed, 
while  his  touch  and  execution  are  charming. 

Jombert  says  that  Stefano  was  in  the  habit  of 
beginning  to  draw  his  figures  from  the  feet,  and 
working  upwards.  Whatever  the  process,  the  result 
is  to  be  admired ;  and  those  (*rities  who  remark  that 
some  of  his  plates  are  only  slightly  etched,  should 
remember  that  they  amounted  to  more  than  four- 
teen hundred  in  number.  Nor  was  this  so  much 
sacrificing  quality,  as  detail,  to  quantity. 

Stefano,  in  Holland  House,  is  especially  noticeable 
by  his  Capricci ;  the  entry  of  the  Polish  Ambassador 
into  Rome  in  1633  ;  a  very  fine  and  rare  impression 
of  the  Eeposoir,  and  also  a  very  rare  etching  of 
two  galleys  fighting.  But,  of  course,  exceptional 
merit  is  not  a  necessary  conse(juonce  of  its  rareness. 
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On  the  contrary,  us  a  rule,  it  was  when  a  work 
was  not  liked  that  only  a  few  impressions  were 
made  of  it,  while  what  was  good,  being  in  general 
demand,  was  extensively  reproduced.  Collectors, 
however,  often  seem  to  think  otherwise. 

liy  Stefano  della  Bella  there  are  here,  also  worthy 
of  mention,  a  view  of  the  Villa  Prutolun,  near 
Florence — interesting,  certainly,  as  the  villa  hixs 
since  been  destroyed ;  and  four  different  views 
of  the  port  of  Leghorn,  the  fii-st  one  including 
the  colossal  statue  of  Ferdinand  I.  These  views 
belong  to  the  set  of  six  mentioned  in  Le  Blanc's 
catalogue,  pp.   1034-!). 

In  the  Italian  school  at  Holland  House,  Salvator 
Rosa,  also,  finds  his  place,  by  an  almost  complete 
collection  of  his  soldiei's,  robbers,  and  beggars,  which 
fully  coincide  with  the  vivid  and  brusque  character 
of  his  pictures,  and  with  the  [popular  idea  of  the 
haunts  he  frecpient(Hl  for  the  puipose  of  studying 
from  nature. 

Amongst  the  Germans  here  the  first  place  belongs 
to  Albert  Diirer,  the  reformer,  if  not  the  founder,  of 
the  German  school.  Good  in  anatomy  and  perspec- 
tive,'though  somewhat  formal  in  outline,  and  wanting 
in  that  taste  which  can  best  1)e  accjuired  by  studying 
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the  antique,  Albert  Diirer  composed  well  aud  executed 
well ;  and,  having  surpassed  many  in  other  countries, 
can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  been  surpassed  in  his 
own.  In  the  Holland  House  collection  we  have  his 
Virgin  with  the  Monkey.  The  house  in  the  back- 
ground to  the  right,  the  original  sketch  of  which  is 
at  the  British  Museum,  was  one  belonging  to  the 
artist.  By  Albert  Diirer  we  have  also,  but,  sad  to 
say,  in  bad  condition,  the  Melancolia  and  Death's 
Horse. 

Nearly  a  century  and  a  half  after  Albeit  Diirer 
was   born    at   Nuremberg,    Wenceslaus    Hollar    was 
born    at   Prague    (1607).      He    was    a   great   aitist, 
and,  to  the  shame  of  England,  an  unfortunate  one. 
Lord  Armidel  met   him  abroad  and  patronised  him 
continuously,  and  both  the  Charles's  employed  him. 
He   formed  part  of  the  Ambassador's  suite  to  Fer- 
dinand  II.    in    1636,  was   taken   prisoner   with   tbe 
Royalists  in   1645,  and,  soon   after  the  Restoration, 
went  to  Africa  as  his  Majesty's  designer,  and  made 
drawings  of  the  town  of  Tangier  with  the  fort  and 
the   adjacent   countiy.     But   he  only  received  100/. 
for   his   work   and   expenses ;   and  years  afterwards, 
when  he  was  dying,  bailifis  came  to  seize  his  bed, 
his  last  remaining  piece  of  furniture.     He  entreated 
their    forbearance   for   a    short    time,    as   he    should 


248  HOLLAND    HOUSE.  [CH. 

then  liav(»  nu  further  iioimI  of  it  ;  and  earnestly 
reijuestecl  he  might  not  be  removed  to  any  other 
j)rison  but  liis  gi'ave.*  Thus  it  is  with  melancholy 
interest  that  we  look  on  the  few  good  specimens  of 
Weneeslaus  Hollar  which  we  come  across  in  Holland 
House.     They  are  chiefly  2)ortraits. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Anonymous  Prints,"  we  find 
ill  the  Print  Room,  what  are  probably  contributions  to 
the  early  (merman  school  by  ^'les  petlU  mattres"  Let 
us  not  confound  expressions:  these  *'^>f'^//.s  7naUre;$" 
are  not  the  2}etits  niaitres  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury ;  they  are,  literally,  **  little  masters,''  and  were 
German  jewellers.  In  those  days  there  was  more 
univei-sality,  more  freedom,  in  art  than  there  is 
now.  Just  as  the  artist  could  be  also  a  sculptor 
and  an  architect,  so  could  the  jeweller  be  an  artist. 
Albret  Diirer  himself,  the  son  of  a  goldsmith,  acquired 
the  elements  of  his  artistic  education  from  his  father  ; 
and  how  many  great  Italian  engravers,  even  Marc' 
Antonio,  worked  upon  the  precious  metal  before 
practising  art  in  its  higher  regions!  The  ''petits 
Vixitres'*  always  looked  upon  Nature  in  miniature, 
and  their  works  possess  less  beauty  for  the  general 
spectator  than  interest  to  workers  in  gold.  It  was 
prol)ably  to  satisfy  themselves  rather  than  the  public 

'  Bryan  :  Dictionary  of  Painters  and  Engravers. 
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that  they  used  to  have  a  few  impressions  taken 
of  their  designs.  Hence  these  early  works  are  rare, 
and  much  sought  after  by  amateurs. 

We  now  come  to  the  Dutch  and  Flemish  schools, 
which  were  one  until  Rembrandt  and  Rubens  gave 
to  each  of  them  a  separate  identity  and  lustre. 

Treating  them  here  in  their  united  classification, 
there  are  specimens  from  Rembrandt,  Lucas  van 
Leyden,  and  Suyderhoef,  as  well  as  engravings  after 
Rubens. 

The  Rembrandts,  which  form  perhaps  the  most 
valuable  part  of  the  collection,  are  numerous,  not  all 
in  good  condition,  but  always  interesting,  in  the  same 
way  that  Rembrandt's  works  in  general  are  not  all  per- 
f(ict  but  always  valuable.  For  if  he  was  unfortunate 
in  the  choice  of  his  subjects,  if  he  was  guilty  of 
anachronisms  in  his  costumes,  if  he  failed  when  he 
attempted  to  depict  the  sublime,  and  even  if  it  be  true 
that  he  obstinately  refused  to  study  from  the  antique, 
he  is  still  a  great  master ;  and  instead  of  spoiling  our 
pleasure  by  poring  over  his  defects,  we  would  do  well 
to  improve  our  taste  by  imagining  what  he  would 
be  without  them. 

What  we  would  call  the  Rubens  collection  in 
Holland  House  is  a  volume  of  engravings  after  Rubens 
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of  the  pictures  in  the  Luxembourg,  published  in  Paris 
(1710). 

Lucas  van  Ley  den,  the  contemporary  and  friend  of 
Albert  Durer,  differed  somewhat  in  style  from  the  great 
German  master.  Bryan  says  that  he  may  be  regarded 
as  the  patriarch  of  the  Dutch  school ;  certainly  he  was 
an  infant  prodigy  in  it ;  for  he  designed  and 
engraved  at  eight  years  old,  and  at  fourteen  he  pro- 
duced his  celebrated  Mahomet  Drunk.  His  plates, 
which  were  as  fine  in  the  foreground  as  in  the 
distance,  did  not  stand  much  wear.  In  engraving, 
the  first  to  come  are  the  best  served ;  and  the 
few  works  of  Lucas  van  Leyden  in  this  collection 
unfortunately  do  not  appear  to  be  early  impres- 
sions. 

By  Suyderhoef  there  are  some  exceedingly  good 
portraits.  And  while  in  the  Dutch  and  Flemish 
schools,  we  must  not  omit  a  tribute  to  some  beautiful 
etchings  of  Jean  Chalon,  whom  w^e  mention  all  the 
more  gladly  as  England  can  boast  of  having  pos- 
sessed him  for  a  while.  He  was  born  at  Amsterdani 
(1738),  and  died  in  London  (1795).  We  are  told  that 
he  etched  chiefly  after  his  own  designs  and  after 
original  drawings  by  Kembrandt.  The  specimens 
we  notice  of  his  works  in  Holland  House  would 
appear  to  beh^ng  tr)  this  latter  class. 
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Of  the  French  school  here  we  think  Jacques  Callot 
the  greatest  ornament  There  is  an  impression,  though 
in  a  bad  state,  of  his  best  work,  the  Fiera  deW 
Impruiietciy  of  which,  as  we  sliall  see  later,  there 
is  a  large  oil-painting  upstairs.  The  Print  Room 
also  contains,  by  Callot,  several  figures  very  cleverly 
sketched  in  sepia,  probably  studies  for  some  of  his 
CapriccL  Then  there  is  a  good,  though  mutilated,  set 
(specimens)  of  his  Miseres  de  la  Guerre,  and  a  com- 
plete set  of  his  Gipsies,  which  he  executed  after  his 
return  from  Florence.  It  may  be  remembered  that 
Callot,  who  was  born  at  Nancy  in  1593,  belonged  to 
a  noble  family,  and  was  intended  by  his  parents  for 
far  other  pursuits  than  engraving.  But  at  the  age  of 
twelve  he  joined  a  party  of  gipsies  on  their  w^ay  to 
Florence,  and  during  his  stay  with  them  he  probably 
made  sketches  for  these  plates.  However  unfilial 
Callot  w^as  in  his  escape  from  his  father's  roof,  one 
must  admire   his  perseverance   in  clingiug  to  Art. 

After  being  protected  at  Florence,  recognized  iu 
Rome,  and  induced  to  return  home,  lie  was  again 
opposed  in  his  artistic  tastes,  and  he  again  eloped. 
This  time  he  was  found  at  Turin  ))y  his  ))rother 
and  brought  back.  At  last  he  was  allowed  to  study, 
and  went  to  Rome  in  the  suite  of  the  Envoy  from 
the  Duke  of  Lorraine.      He   went   also  to   Florence, 
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.and  worked  there  uuder  more  dignified  auspices,  it 
may    be    supi)osed,    than    during    his    former    visit. 
After   his    return   to   France   he    was    employed   by 
Louis  XI II.,  towards  whose   Minister,   Richelieu,   he 
exhibited  as  much   independence  as  he  had   shown 
to   his   own    father.      The    Cardinal   having   ordered 
him  to  make  a  drawing  and  engrave  a  plan  of  the 
siege  of  Nancy,  his  native  town,  taken  by  the  French 
in  1G31,  he  refused,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be 
celebrating  the   humiliation   of   his    country.      And 
when    Richelieu   said    there  were  means  of  making 
him  comply,  he  answered,  **  I  will  sooner  cut  off  my 
right  hand,  than  employ  it  in  anything  derogatory  to 
the   honour   of   my  prince   or   my   country."^      But 
debarring  himself  from  one  subject   need   not  have 
reduced  the  number  of  his  works,  as  he  was  fertile 
in  invention,   while  his  perseverance  in  design  may 
be  compared  to  his  early  pei'severance  in  study,  and 
his   tAste    and     spirit    to    his    youthful    choice   and 
adventures. 

Abraham  Bosse,  who  was  born  at  Tours  about  1610, 
and  who  seems  to  have  formed  his  style  by  imitating 
the  least  finished  plates  of  Callot,^  is  wortliy  of  men- 
tion. He  engi-avcd  from  his  own  designs,  as  well  as 
from  the  designs  of  others,  and  was  the  author   of 

'  Bryan  :  Dictionary  of  Painters  and  Engravers.  "  Ibid. 
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** La  nianiere  de  graver  d  Veau  forte^  et  au  Burin'' 
From  his  large  collection  we  have  a  few  very  good 
specimens  in  pretty  fair  condition.  . 

In  the  French  school  should  also  be  mentioned 
a  landscape  by  Claude  Lorraine,  with  ruins  on  the 
left,  and  cattle  in  the  foreground. 

The  sole  member  of  the  Spanish  school  here  is 
Francisco  Goya  y  Lucientes,  an  engraver  of  whom 
Spain  may  be  justly  proud.  Of  him  there  is  (we 
hope  not  a  spurious  impression)  that  very  rare  etch- 
ing, El  Garote,  By  itself,  the  etching  is  worth  a 
whole  ordinary  collection.  The  original  of  it  is  in 
the  British  Museum. 


The  English  school  of  engravers,  which  began 
about  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  does  not 
assert  itself  with  great  force  in  this  room  ;  but 
in  other  parts  of  Holland  House  there  are  various 
volumes  illustrating  the  works  of  Hogarth  and 
other  masters. 

Besides  what  •we  have  thus  briefly  enumerated,  or 
rather  hinted  at,  there  is  what,  for  want  of  better 
classification,  we  would  call  a  miscellaneous  assort- 
ment.     In   this    are    several   works   of    prints   after 
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iiiiiatei-s.  For  oxamijle.  by  Aunibalc  Caractri :  paint- 
ings in  the  Palazzo  Fumesc  at  Rome,  puhliahed 
llii>7;  alrto  prints  after  Watteau,  Lancret,  Higaud,  iiml 
Boucher,  in  good  condition  ;  and  a  great  many  French 
lithographs,  iwrtraits  of  pci-sons  more  or  leas  cele- 
brated in  the  beginning  of  this  century.  But  to 
dcscril«  all  the  prints  would  i-eijiiiiT  volumes;  to 
enumerate  tliem  would  be  simple  catiUoguing.  !;><> 
here  we  leave  the  Prints  and  the  Print  Room.' 

'  I  uannot  mnd  this  cliapter  U*  {iress  witliout  a  hearty  acknow- 
ledf^ent  of  the  immense  awintance  I  have  received  fmm  KTr.  Fafiaii, 
of  the  Kritinh  Museum,  in  the  preparation  nf  it. — M.  L. 


CHAPTER  Xni. 

FOURTH     WKST     ROOM. 

The  fourth  West  Room,  properly  called  the  West 
Room,  has  a  ceiling  and  a  paper  like  those  of  the 
Map  Room.  Its  distinctive  feature  is  that  it  pre- 
sents to  our  view  about  as  much  glass  as  wall. 
Two  glass  doors  lead  into  it  from  the  Map  Room ; 
another  to  the  left  opens  on  a  terrace  ;  and  at 
the  end  of  the  room  there  is  a  lai^e  bow  win- 
dow, out  of  which  a  door  takes  us  down  a  flight  of 
steps  into  the  Dutj;h  Garden. 

Dismissing  the  aiibjt;et  of  the  glass  with  the 
assurance  to  our  readers  that  it  does  not  prevent  the 
room  lieing  very  comfortable,  we  will  notice  some  of 
the  ]»i(^turfs  fur  which  there  is  space  on  the  Wiills : — 
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A  sketch,  in  oils,  of  a  Santa  Famiglia,  attributed 
to  Rubens. 

A  curious  old  painting  of  St.  Jamess  Park,  in 
which  we  see  Piccadilly  under  a  very  different  aspect 
from   that  which  it  at  present  bears. 

Two  family  portraits  by  Ramsay:  (1),  of  Caroline, 
first  Lady  Holland,  with  whose  rather  romantic 
story  we  are  already  acquainted  ;  (2),  of  her  sister, 
Lady  Cecilia  Lennox,  who  died  of  consumption  at 
Holland  House. 

We  do  not  here  need  the  catalogue  to  tell  us  the 
name  of  the  artist.  The  first  portrait,  especially,  is 
completely  in  Ramsay's  style — no  vain  striving  after 
effect,  no  ambitious  shortcomings.  Repose,  harmony  ; 
in  fact,  a  natural  picture.  And  could  one  expect 
much  less  from  Ramsay,  the  son  of  a  poet,  himself 
a  scholar  and  a  man  of  letters,  the  founder  at  Edin- 
burgh of  the  Select  Society  ? 

Two  paintings  by  Chisolfi. 

By  Hoare,  Stephen,  second  Lord  Holland,^  who 
died  in  1774. 

A  sea-view,  with  figures,  by  Vernet.  The  distance 
in  this  picture  is  charming. 

Two  drawings  of  Putti,  by  Lady  Diana  IJeau- 
clerk,    who    was    known    familiarly    as    "  my     Lady 

'  ^ee  hoad- piece  to   this  chapter 
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Bully."  She  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Charles, 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  married  in  the  first 
instance  Lord  Bolingbroke,  from  whom  she  was 
divorced  in  1763.  Topham  Beauclerk  was  her 
second  husband. 

A  painting  by  Jan  Steen. 

A  portrait  of  La  Perouse. 

A  sketch  of  Holland  House  Lawn,  in  July  1851, 
from  the  Journal  Room  window,  by  Vivant  Beauce. 

A  sketch  in  crayons  by  Hoppner :  the  Apotheosis 
of  Sta.  Clara,  pupil  of  St.  Francis.  This  Saint,  it 
may  be  remembered,  belonged  to  Assisa,  founded 
the  Order  of  the  Clare  Nuns,  and  lived  from  1293 
until  1333.  Hoppner  s  sketch  is  taken  from  the 
beautiful  fresco  by  Murillo,  in  the  cloister  of  the 
Franciscan  Convent  at  Seville,  destroyed  during 
the  French  invasion. 


Now,  to  admire  quite  a  difien^nt  school  of  art,  we 
come  to  Hogarth.  He  has,  of  course,  been  surpassed, 
in  dignity,  in  poetry,  and  even  in  grace  as  well 
as  in  sublimity.  But  has  his  equal  ever  been 
found,  in  truth,  in  wit,  in  character,  or,  if  we  may 
so  speak,  in  pantonnme  ?  Other  artists,  truly,  have 
had  higher  aims.  Raffaello,  Guido,  Correggio,  taught 
religion  ;  but  Hofjjarth's  aim  was  praerieal,  and  let  us 

VOL.    1.  R 
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hope  he  taught  morality  by  the  hideouaness  of  the 
iinniorality  he  held  up  to  view.  Yes!  Hogarth  was 
eminently  })ractical.  Onee  he  made  too  true  a  like- 
ness of  a  certain  nohleman  not  favoured  by  physical 
beauty,  and  the  nobleman,  perhaps  upon  the  principle 
that  truth  is  libel,  refused  to  take  the  picture.  Prac- 
tical Hogarth,  however,  made  his  customer  come  to 
another  understanding  by  the  following  letter : — 

*' Mr.    Ilot/arth's   ihitiful  resjtects  to  Lo7xl  , 

Jinding  that  he  does  not  )nean  to  have  the  pictin^ 
irhich  iixis  drawn  for  hhn,  is  informed  again  of  Mr. 
Hogarth's  necessity  for  the  money ;  if  therefore,  his 
Lordship  does  not  send  for  it  in  three  days,  it  will  he 
disposed  of  with  the  addition  of  a  tail  and  some 
other  little  appendages,  to  Mr.  llare,  the  famous 
wild'heast  man ;  Mr.  Hogarth  having  given  that 
gentleman  a  conditional  promise  of  it  for  an  exhi- 
bition of  pictnreSy  on  his  Lordship's  refusal.*'^ 

It  is  evident  that  the  realistic  artist  had  not  so 
great  a  diflSculty  in  obtaining  his  money  from  Henry 
Fox,  first  Lord  Holland,  who  seems  to  have  treasured 
an  account  for  prints  in  Hogarth's  handwTiting,  which 
we  reproduce. 

There  are  by  Hogarth  three  pictures  in  this  room  : 

^  Anecdotes  of  the  celebrated  William  Hogarth ;  with  an  ex- 
planatory description  of  his  works.     London,  1811. 
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(1.)  A  portrait  of  Henry,  fii-st  Lord  Holland,  given 
to  Elizabeth,  Lady  Holland,  by  General  Fox. 

(2.)  A  view  of  Ranelagh,  the  very  Ranelagh  of 
which  there  is  such  an  amusing  description  in  Eogers's 
"  Table  Talk  "  :— 

"  General  Fitzpatrick  remembered  the  time  when 
St.  James's  Street  used  to  be  crowded  with  the 
carriages  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  were  walk- 
ing in  the  Mall, — the  ladies  with  their  heads  in  full 
dress,  and  the  gentlemen  caiTying  their  hat^  under 
their  arms.  The  proprietoi-s  of  Eanelagh  and  Vauxhall 
used  to  send  decoy-ducks  among  them,  that  is,  per- 
sons attired  in  the  height  of  fashion,  who  every  now 
and  then  would  exclaim  in  a  very  audible  tone,  *  What 
charming  weather  for  Ranelagh '  or  *  for  Vauxhall ! ' 
Ranelagh  was  a  very  pleasing  place  of  amusement. 
There  persons  of  inferior  rank  mingled  with  the  high- 
est nobility  of  Britain.  All  was  so  orderly  and  still, 
that  you  could  hear  the  ickishinf/  sound  of  the  ladies' 
trains,  as  the  immense  assembly  walked  round  and 
round  the  room.  If  you  chose,  you  might  have  tea, 
which  was  served  up  in  the  neatest  equipage  possible. 
The  price  of  admission  was  half-a-crown.  People 
generally  went  to  Ranelagh  between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock." 

So  much  for  Ranelagh.     The  picture  it.self  i5>  de- 

*r      Art 
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scribed  in  the  Gentleman  s  Magazine  for  September 
1836,  aa  follows:— 

"  Mr.  Tiffin  of  the  Strand  has  a  picture,  repre- 
senting Ranelagli  Grove,  leading  to  Lord  Ranelagh's 
house  and  grounds  at  Chelsea,  the  spot  so  celebrated 
afterwards  as  a  place  of  fashionable  resort.  In  the 
foreground  arc  several  figures  setting  on  two  dogs 
to  fight,  painted  in  a  style  which  reminds  one  of 
the  *  Stages  of  Cruelty/  Behind  which,  a  little  in 
the  distance,  is  a  chariot  richly  ornamented  with 
carving  and  gilding  in  the  taste  of  the  time,  contain- 
ing a  lady  and  gentleman,  drawn  by  two  white  horses. 
Another  carriage  is  seen  on  the  right,  proceed- 
ing towards  Chelsc*a  through  a  lane  lined  with  high 
trees  (now^  entirely  built  upon).  On  the  same  side 
of  the  picture,  in  the  distance,  is  a  village  fair,  with 
a  immber  of  figures  beautifully  painted,  among  which 
may  be  recognized  the  tire-eater,  seen  in  Hogarth's 
})rint  of  *Southwark  Fair.'  On  the  left  a  man, 
strongly  resembling  the  notorious  Colonel  Chartms, 
is  conducting  a  young  lady  attended  by  two  maids, 
near  whom  is  inscribed  the  puzzling  inscription, 
•  Kee  Pont  Hiss  Ide  '  (keep  on  this  side).  The 
distance  is  a  perspective  view  of  a  long*  row  of 
trees  with  houses  on  each  side,  then,  and  to  the 
present    duy,   called    Ranolajxh    C^rovc^.      Tho    picture 
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contains  above  fifty  figures,  and  is  altogether  painted 
with  wonderful  spirit  and  truth.  It  measures  2  ft. 
9  in.  long,  by  3  ft.  high,  exclusive  of  frame."  * 

(3.)  The  third  is  a  remarkable  picture  of  private 
theatricals.  The  following,  taken  from  the  key  to 
it,  published  Feb.  1,  1791,  and  giving  a  list  of  the 
performers  and  audience  represented  in  the  picture, 
may  interest  some  of  our  readers  : — 

CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO, 

As  performed  at  Mr,  Conduit* s^  Master  of  the   Mint^  before  the 

Duke  of  Cumberland^  d'c. 


PERFORMERS. 


Cortez 

.     Lord  Lempeter. 

Cydaria 

.     Lady  Caroline  Lenox. 

Almeria 

Lady  Sophia  Fermor. 

A  lUtech 

.     Miss  Conduit,  afterwards 

Lady  Lymington. 

AUDIENCE. 

Duke  of  Cumberland. 

Princess  Mary. 

Princess  Lousia. 

Lady  Deloraine  and  her  daughters. 

Duchess  of  Richmond. 

Duke  of  Richmond. 

l«:arl  of  Pomfret. 

Duke  of  Montague. 

Tom  Hill. 

Dr.  Desaguliers. 

'  Gentleman's  Magazine,  September  183C,  under  "  Paintings  ny 
Hogarth." 
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Ami  can  \vc  mow  appropriately  take  leave  of 
Hoirartli  thau  in  Garrick's  own  words,  which  we  have 
f'opicMl  from  the  great  artist's  tomb  at  Chiswick  ? 

Farewel  great  Painter  of  Mankind ! 

Who  reachM  the  noblest  point  of  Art, 
Whose  pirtitrif  Morals  charm  the  Mind, 

An«l  through  the  £je,  correct  the  Heart 

It  Gfitthf*  fire  th<»e,  Reader,  stay  : 

If  Xaturr  toucli  thee,  Jix»j)  a  Tear; 
If  neither  move  thee,  turn  away. 

For  H'KiarthV  honoured  dust  lies  here. 

Lastly,  turning  to  another  artist,  whoso  style  had 
so  much  in  common  with  that  of  Hogarth  that  it 
was  not  always  sublime,  we  notice  a  caricature 
by  Patch.  It  was  done  at  Florence  about  the  year 
1760,  and  we  happen  to  know  that  it  represents  a 
comedy  in  real  life. 

The  scene  is  a  studio  at  Florence,  with  a  window 
opening  on  to  the  Arno.  The  }>ersonages  are  :  a  rich, 
ugly  old  Jewess,  by  name  Mistress  Tabitha  Mendes, 
sitting  for  her  portrait  in  a  profusion  of  jewellery,  lace, 
and  silk ;  a  maid,  who  might  rival  her  mistress  in  per- 
sonal attractions,  holding  a  dog  ;  a  man,  John,  third 
Duke  of  Roxburghe,  Mistress  Tabitha's  suitor,  t\ming 
his  back  upon  her,  while  the  artist.  Patch  himself,  en 
deshabille,  and  with  something  like  a  curl-paper  in  his 
hair,  is  pausing  in  the  work  and  listens  with  a  half- 
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amused  l(K)k  to  the  dispirited  suitor,  who,  finding  him- 
self unequal  to  the  matrimonial  enterprise,  whispers  in 
accents  of  despair,  "  She  is  more  than  I  can  stand." 

Histoiy  tells  us  that  the  same  John,  Duke  of 
Roxburgh e,  who,  by  the  bye,  was  the  celebrated 
book  collector,  died  unmarried.  The  trial  recorded 
by  Patch's  brush  was  probably  enough,  if  not  too 
much,  for  him. 

We  have  taken  the  foregoing  names  from  a  note 
at  the  back  of  the  picture  by  Lord  Ossoiy,  who, 
according  to  a  further  note  by  the  third  Lord  Holland, 
bought  the  picture  at  a  broker's,  remembered  Patch 
the  painter  of  it,  and  was  intimate  with  the  Duke 
of  Roxburghe. 

It  is  curious  how  little  Thomas  Patch  is  known, 
and  yet  Nagler  says  he  is  **  einer  der  verdienstvoUsten 
Kiinstler  des  vorigen  Jahrhunderts."  Patch,  as  his 
name  proclaims  him,  an  Englishman,  was  a  painter 
and  engraver,  who  appears  to  have  flourished  about 
the  year  1770.  He  deserves  to  be  better  known. 
Nagler  goes  on  to  say  :  "  Er  malte  Landschaften  mit 
Figuren,  besonders  auch  Carrikaturen,  hat  sich  aber 
durch  diese  Dinge  bei  weitem  nicht  so  viel  Dank 
erworben,  als  durch  seine  Stiche  nach  den  Freshen  des 
Th.  Masaccio  und  anderer  Meister  in  Florenz,  und 
nach  den  erhobenen   Arbeiten  des  Lorenzo  Ghiberti 
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!iii  don  Itronzuthlireii  iK-i*  Rittiaterio  diist'lbst 

Wir  boraerkeii  liu-r  uur  iiwli.  (lass  I'lttch  dor  erste 
ist,  wehdiLT  iiuf  die  Meisterwcrkc  der  alten  florcu- 
tiuisclieii  Meistcr  aufincrksam  mac'hte."  *  In  a  later 
part  of  tins  work  we  shall  liavc  occasion  to  mention 
two  landsrajK's  hy  l*atcli.  !Moaiiwliilc  we  rccommeud 
ft  study  of  his  works  to  any  of  our  readers  who, 
making  ac;<iiiaintaut-c  with  him  over  tin.-  foregoing 
woodcut,  think  he   would  Ijc  ploiusant  comiKiny. 

'  Xa^Ier ;   Kun^t  Lt-xicon.     Miiuchen,  18tl.     Itand  xi. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 


The  name  of  Allen  is  perpetuated  in  a  i-oom  of 
Holland  House,  as  well  a3  on  more  than  one  row 
of  houses  ill  Kensington,  aiul  Allen  himself  has 
been  written  of  by  Lord  Brougham  thus : — 

"It  would  be  a  very  imperfect  account  of  Lord 
Holland  which  should  make  no  mention  of  the 
friend  who  fur  the  latter  and  more  important  part 
of  his  life  shared  all  his  thoughts  mid  wjls  never  a 
day  apart  from  him,  Mr.  John  Allen ;  or  the  loss 
which  in  him  the  world  of  politics  and  of  science, 
hut  still  more,  our  private  circle,  has  lately  had  to 
deplore— another  blank  which  assuredly  cannot  l>e 
filled    up.     He    was  educated    at    Edinburgh    as    a 
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ph}>k'ian,  an<l  suxxl  far  at  the  hea*!  of  all  bis  eon- 
temjK^»rari».-s  a>  a  ?tuJtiit  of  the  sciences  connected 
with  the  healinc^  art  :  )>ut  hi-  alsi*  cultivated  most 
sui-cessfully  all  the  liranches^  of  intellectual  philosophy, 
and  was  eminent  in  that  famous  school  of  metaphysics, 
for  his  extensive  learning  and  his  unrivalleil  power 
I  if  subtle  iv*;isoninjr.  F<»r  ?(»me  vt-ars  he  lectured 
most  aMv  on  Phvsiok»m*,  l»ut  K-f«»re  entering  on 
practice  he  accepted  an  invitati«»n  tf»  attend  Lord 
Holland  s  family,  during  the  Peace  of  Amiens,  on 
their  journey  first  to  France,  then  to  Spain,  where 
thev  remained  till  the  rear  1S05.  The  materials 
which  he  collected  in  the  latter  countrj'  for  a  complete 
account  of  it,  ]>nth  historical  and  statistical,  were  of 
great  extent  and  value  :  and  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  work  was  completed,  when  the  pleasures  of 
political  discussion,  working  with  the  natural  indo- 
lence of  his  habits  as  he  advanced  in  life,  occasioned 
him  to  lay  it  aside  ;  and  of  late  years  he  chiefly 
confined  his  labours  to  some  ver\'  learned  papers 
upon  the  antiquarian  lore  <»f  the  English  constitu- 
tion in  the  'Edinburgh  Review.'  He  also  published, 
in  1830,  a  learned  and  luminous  work  upon  the 
ancient  hlstorv  of  that  constitution. 

"  He  had  orioinally  Wn  a  somewhat  indiscriminate 
admirer  of  the  French  Revolution,  and  was  not  of  the 
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number  of  its  eulogists  whom  the  excesses  of  1793, 
aud  1794,  alienated  from  its  cause.  Even  the  Direc- 
torial tyranny  had  not  opened  his  eyes  to  the  evils  of 
its  course ;  but  a  larger  acquaintance  with  mankind, 
more  of  what  is  termed  'knowledge  of  the  world/ 
greatly  mitigated  the  strength  of  his  opinions,  and 
his  minute  study  of  the  ancient  history  of  our  own 
constitution  completed  his  emancipation  from  earlier 
prejudices — nay,  rather  cast  his  opinions  into  the 
opposite  scale ;  for  it  is  certain  that  during  the  last 
thirty  or  forty  years  of  his  life,  in  other  words, 
during  all  his  political  life,  far  from  tolerating 
revolutionary  courses,  or  showing  any  tenderness 
towards  innovations,  lie  was  a  reformer  on  so  small 
a  scale  that  he  could  hardly  be  brought  to  approve 
of  any  change  at  all  in  our  Parliamentary  constitu- 
tion. He  held  the  measure  of  1831-32  as  all  but 
revolutionary;  augured  ill  of  its  effects  on  the 
stiiicture  of  the  House  of  Commons :  and  regarded 
it  as  having  in  the  result  worked  great  mischief 
on  the  composition  of  that  body,  what<iver  benefit 
it   might    have    secured    to   the   Whigs   as   a   party 

movement 

"  If  it  be  asked  what  was  the  peculiar  merit,  the 
characteristic  excellence  of  Mr.  Allen's  understand- 
u\g,   tlio    jinhwer  is   not    difficult    to   make.      It   was 
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the  rare  faculty  of  eombininjr  general  views  with 
details  of  {iv:X.  and  thus  at  once  availing  himself 
of  all  that  theory  ur  si^eculation  presents  for  our 
guide,  with  all  that  practical  experience  affords 
to  correct  those  results  uf  general  reasoning.  .  .  . 
He  for  whom  no  theor}'  was  too  abstract,  no 
speculation  too  general,  could  so  far  stoop  to  the 
details  of  practical  statesmanship  as  to  give  a  friend, 
proceeding  for  the  first  time  on  a  delicate  and  im- 
portant mission,  this  sound  advice  : — *  Don't  ever 
appear  anxious  about  any  point,  either  in  arguing 
to  convince  those  you  are  treating  with,  or  in  trying 
to  obtain  a  concession  from  them.  It  often  mav 
happen  that  your  indifference  will  gain  a  much 
readier  access  to  their  minds.  Elarnestness  and 
anxiety  are  necessar}-  for  one  adilressing  a  public 
assembly — ^not  so  for  a  negotiator.' 

*'The  character  of  Mr.  Allen  was  of  the  highest 
order.  His  integrity  was  sterling,  his  honour  pure 
and  untarnished.  No  one  had  a  more  lofty  disdain 
of  those  mean  tricks  to  which,  whether  on  trifles 
or  matters  of  importance,  worldly  men  have  too 
frequent  recourse.  .  .  .  His  feelings,  too,  were  warm ; 
his  nature  kind  and  affectionate.  No  man  was  a 
more  steady  or  sincere  friend  ;  and  his  enmity, 
though  fierce,  was  placable. 
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"It  may  naturally  be  asked  how  it  happened  that 
one  of  his  great  talents,  long  experience,  and  many 
rare  accomplishments,  intimately  connected  as  he 
was  with  the  leading  statesmen  of  his  time  (the 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  for  the  last  ten  years  of  his 
life),  should  never  have  been  brought  into  public 
life,  nor  ever  been  made  in  any  way  available  to 
the  service  of  the  country  ?  Nor  can  the  answer  to 
this  question  be  that  he  had  no  powers  of  public 
speaking,  and  would,  if  in  Parliament,  have  been  for 
the  most  part  a  silent  member  ;  because  it  would 
not  be  easy  to  name  a  more  unbroken  silence  than 
was  for  many  long  years  kept  by  such  leading  Whigs 
as  Mr.  Hare,  Lord  John  Townsend,  and  General 
Fitzpatrick,  without  whom,  nevertheless,  it  was 
always  supposed  that  the  Whig  phalanx  would  have 
been  wanting  in  its  just  proportions;  and  also  be- 
cause there  are  many  important,  many  even  high 
political,  offices  that  can  well  and  usefully  be  filled 
by  men  wholly  unused  to  the  wordy  war;  yet  Mr. 
Allen  never  filled  any  place  except  as  Secretary,  nay 
Under  Secretary,  for  a  few  months,  to  the  Commis- 
sioners for  treating  with  America  in  1806.^  Then 
I  fear  we  are  driven,  in  accounting  for  this  strange 

^  Lord  Holland  was  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries.  See  chap.  iv. 
p.  136. 


I         m 


272  HOLLAND    HOUSE.  [CH. 


fact,  to  the  high  aristocratic  habits  of  our  Govern- 
ment, if  the  phrase  may  W  allowed ;  auJ  can  com- 
prehend Mr.  Allen's  entire  exclusion  from  jwwcr  in 
no  other  way  than  by  considering  it  as  now  a  fixed 
and  settled  rule  that  there  is  in  this  country  a  line 
<lniwn  between  the  ruling  caste  and  the  I'cst  of  the 
community — not,  indeed,  that  the  latter  are  mere 
hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water,  but  that, 
out  of  a  profession  like  the  bar,  intimately  connected 
with  }X)litics,  or  out  of  the  patrician  circles  them- 
selves the  monopolists  of  political  preferment,  no 
such  rise  is  in  ordinary  cases  possible.  The  genius 
of  our  system,  very  far  from  consulting  its  stable 
endurance,  appears  thus  to  apportion  its  labours 
and  its  enjoyment,  separating  the  two  classes  of 
our  citizens  by  an  impassable  line,  and  bestowing 
freely  upon  the  one  the  sweat  and  the  toil,  while 
it  reserves  strictlv  for  the  other  the  fruit  and  the 
shade."  ^ 

The  introduction  of  Allen  to  Lord  Holland  was 
through  Sydney  Smith,  whose  daughter  siiys : — 

**  About  this  period  [1801]  Lord  Holland,  with 
whom  my  father  had  been  slightly  acquainted, 
wrote   to    ask    if    he    could   recommend    anv   clever 

^  Brougham,  Statesmen  of  the  Time  of  George  IIL     Series  IIL 
Vol.  ii. 
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youug  Scotch  medical  man  to  accompany  him  to 
Spain,  where  he  was  going.  My  father  had  the 
pleasure  of  recommending  his  friend  Mr.  Allen, 
whose  hiorh  character  and  talents  were  so  valued 
at  Holland  House,  that  he  never  after  left  it,  but 
remained  there  even  after  Lord  Holland's  death, 
and  died  loved,  honoured,  and  respected  by  the 
whole  of  Lord  Holland's  family."^ 

The  year  before  Allen's  deatli,  Sydney  Smith 
writes  to  Lady  Holland  : — 

"  I  am  sorry  to  hear  Allen  is  not  w^ell ;  but 
the  reduction  of  his  legs  is  a  pure  and  unmixed 
good  ;  they  are  enormous, — they  are  clerical  I  He 
has  the  creed  of  a  philosopher  and  the  legs  of 
a  clergyman  ;  I  never  saw  such  legs, — at  least, 
belonging  to  a  layman. 

He  died  at  Lady  Holland's  residence,  33  South 
Street,  on  the  10th  of  April,  1843,  and  w\as  buried 
at  Milbxook,  the  last  resting-place  also  of  tlie  tliird 
Lord  Holland  and  of  several  members  of  the  family. 

To  Lady  Holland  he  must  have  been  a  friendly 
fiictotum.  He  almost  always  attended  her  on  her 
drives,  \vas  usually  invited  out  with  her  and  Loid 
Holland   to   dinner,    and  in    Holland    House   sat  at 

'  ^Memoir  of  Sydney  Smith,  by  his  daughter.     Chaj).  ii. 

^  Letters  of  Sydney  Smith,  edited  by  Mrs.  Austin.    (Letter  480. ) 
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the  Inittom  uf  tin*  table  and  rarved.  In  this  per- 
furniaiice  Lady  Hrilhiiul  was  apt  to  fidget  him  by 
giving  him  dirertinns,  and  he  would  assert  his 
indcpen<b.*nce  by  hiving  down  the  knife  and  fork 
and  tellincr  h«r  she   had  Ixnter  do  it   herself! 

The  room  bearing  his  name  has  a  bay  window 
with  a  window-seat  and  fine  old  broeaded  curtains. 
Filled  bookcases  at  first  might  testify  to  the  late 
occupant's  intellectual  cultivation  :  but  the  books 
are  mostly  novels,  which  we  suspect  have  found 
their  way  into  Allen's   ro«»m  since  Allen  left  it 

There  is,  however,  in  the  Library  of  Holland 
Hous<\  a  literary  monument  to  his  memory  in  the 
form  of  two  volumes  containing  his  articles  and 
reviews,  some  of  them   annotated  by  himself. 

We  are  not  al)out  to  make  a  review  of  Allen's 
writings,  which  comprised  histor}',  travels,  politics, 
science,  and  what  not.  But  we  can  safely  say  that 
he  could  discuss — and  discuss  ably — other  matters 
l)esi<les  those  belonging  to  his  profession.  His  style 
was  clear  and  concise,  his  knowledge  extensive,  his 
general  view  of  things  liberal.  His  article  pub- 
lished in  1834  upon  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington on  the  Propriety  and  Legality  of  creating 
Peers  for  Life,  would  he  advanced  even  for  the  pre- 
sent day :    and  though   a  Scotchman  and  a  patriot. 
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his  view  of  Ireland  was  almost  prophetic,  as  is 
proved  by  the  following  sentence,  which  is  the  single 
quotation  we  shall  here  make  from  his  pen : — 

**.  .  .  .  She  [England]  has  also  added  about  five 
millions  to  her  population  by  her  union  with  Ireland ; 
and  would  to  heaven  we  could  say,  that  she  had 
by  that  measure  added  in  the  same  proportion  to 
her  strength  and  security ;  and  that  a  blind  and 
bigotted  attachment  to  ancient  prejudices,  and  a 
callous  and  disgusting  indifference  to  the  feelings 
and  interests  of  so  large  a  portion  of  her  subjects, 
had  not  converted  that  which  ought  to  have  been 
her  pride  and  strength,  into  her  chief  source  of 
weakness  and  apprehension/'^ 

Surely  this,  published  in  1807,  might  be  read  as 
a  commentary  upon  recent  facts  in  1873! 

On  the  walls  of  Allen's  Room  are  some  pretty 
pictures,  some  even  without  names.  We  would 
only  mention  the  following : — 

Mary,  Baroness  Holland,  in  a  chainiing  pink 
and  grey  costume. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  Charles  the  Serond's 
son,  with  very  little  drapery,  and  holding  a  bird 
by  a  string. 

*  Edinlmrgh    Review    (July    1807).      Capmany :     QiieBtiones 
Criticas. 
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TIjt*   L>a<:hr>-   of    lV»rt.-in«tuth. 

Aii'l  <'liarl»'-.  thirJ  Dukt-  of  Riirhiuond,  hy  the 
irivat    Fl"nijtiii«-  arti-t.   Lkittoiii. 

Tlii:;  la.-t  picture,  tin-  Ixst  in  the  room,  is  quaint 
au«l  ox'xll*  lit  ;  litV-?izc,  ii«.»t  «]uite  full  length,  with 
t\vi>  flog.s  iiitr«>.lu«:e«l  on  a  table  :  the  colouring  in 
fiyod  pres«.'rvati«»n,  tho  grnuping  well  arrangetl. 

We  have  pa.v-eJ  by  the  pRiycE5>SEs'  Rooms.  No 
hi.storieal  iutt'R'.st,  that  we  arc  aware  of,  attaches 
itself  to  them,  i  >f  eoursc  thev  have  Ix-en  inhabited 
by  interesting  }XM.)ple,  which  we  venture  to  think 
niif'ht  be  said  of  anv  visitor's  room  in  Holland 
Ifouse. 

Near  Allex's  Koom  i>  a  small  China  Closet, 
with  a  «iuantity  of  china.  But  ....  we  are  not 
hen*  making  an   inventory. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


THE    JOURNAL     ROOM. 


This  room  derives  its  name  from  having  been  that 
in  which  State  papers  and  journals  were  kept.  It 
is  entered  by  four  different  doors,  one  from  the  lobby 
out  of  the  Breakfast  Room,  one  from  the  White 
Parlour,  one  from  "  Allen's  Room,"  and  one  from 
the  Garden.  It  is  longer  than  it  is  wide,  and  very 
fully  furnished  with  Ijooks  and  pictures.  Upon  the 
books  we  need  not  here  dwell  ;  they  come  under 
the  head  of  the  Librarj-. 

Amongst    the    pictures   are  : — 

By  Phillips  :  Charles,  Earl  Grey  ;  and  Sir  Philip 
Francis. 

It  was  tlie  same   Charles,   Earl   Grey,  who,  when 
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still  Lord  Howick,  distinguished  himself  in  the 
House  of  Commons  under  Lord  Orenville  s  adminis- 
tration by  carrying  the  Act  for  the  alK)lition  of  the 
Slave  Tr.ad(*,  and  who  hiter,  in  1830,  becoming  Prime 
Minister,  announced  as  the  objects  of  his  policy, 
Peace,  Retrenchment,  and  Refonn.  He  died  in  1845. 
Sir  Philip  Francis  was,  jis  we  all  know,  the 
supposed  author  of  Junius  s  Letters ;  many  having 
been  the  discussions,  arguments,  and  anecdotes  con- 
cerning the  supposed  authorship.  Without  entering 
into  a  province  which  does  not  l)elong  to  us,  and 
without  here  renewing  a  still  vexed  question,  we 
venture  to  remind  the  reader  of  a  well-known  story 
the  scene  of  which  is  laid  in  Holland  House.  We 
are  indebted  for  it  to  Sir  James  Lacaita,  who  had 
it  from  Lord  Lansdowne  (the  third  marquis).  Sir 
Philip  Francis,  Samuel  Rogers,  and  others,  were  stay- 
ing at  Holland  House.  Sir  Philip  and  Rogers  got  on 
remarkably  well  together.  One  evening,  after  dinner, 
they  were  walking  alone  in  the  galler}'  and  discuss- 
ing politics  and  literature.  Sir  Philip  grew  more 
communicative  than  usual,  and  so  friendly  and  con- 
fidential towards  Rogers,  that  the  latter,  much  en- 
couraged, ventured  to  say  :  "  Now,  Sir  Philip,  I 
should  like  to  ask  you  a  rather  delicate  question  ; 
may  I  ? "     Whereupon  Sir  Philip's  manner  and  tone 
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were  at  once  altered  ;  and,  suddenly  stopping,  he 
answered  in  a  short  and  abrupt  way,  "  At  your  peril, 
sir,  at  your  peril."  Rogers  remained  silent,  and  then 
changed  the  subject  of  conversation  ;  but  he  carried 
therefrom  a  firm  belief  that  Sir  Philip  was  '*  Junius."^ 

By  James  -Ramsay  :  the  Right  Hon.  Hugh  For- 
tescue,  Viscount  Ebrington.  He  afterwards  became 
second  Earl  of  Fortescue.    Born  1783;  died  1861. 

Now  we  come  to  a  great  work  by  a  great  master  : 
The  Princess  Lieven,  by  Watts.  And  we  would 
excite  the  reader's  interest  rather  than  betray  the 
artist's  confidence  when  we  say  that  Watts  considers 
this  one  of  his  best  portraits. 

The  canvas  measures  46  inches  by  36  ;  and  the 
old  lady  sitting  down  allows  us  a  three-quarters  view 
of  her  face.  There  are  a  plant,  a  flower-pot,  and 
other  accessories ;  but  these,  though  capable  of  in- 
spection, still  leave  the  portrait  the  prominent  part 
of  the  picture.  And  its  prominence  is  as  safe  as  it 
is  right.  Carefully  drawn  and  highly  finished,  but 
idealized  neither  in  age  nor  in  costume,  this  won- 
derful representation  is  a  miracle  of  art  by  its  truth 
to  nature. 

*  The  substance  of  the  above  story  is  given  in  vol.  vi.  p.  66  of 
'<  Moore's  Memoirs,  Journal,  and  Correspondence,"  (Russell,)  with 
the  addition  that  Rogers,  on  leaving  Francis,  muttered  to  himself, 
"  If  he  is  Junius,  it  must  be  Junius  Brutus,*' 
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The  Princess  Lieven,  though  bom  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  17S4,  having  only  died  in  1857,  may  be 
considere^l  as  iK'lonmnjj  to  our  times. 

Liki*  a  great  many  clever  women,  she  attracted 
about  her  satellites  who  were  worthy  of  her  cLirms ; 
she  herself  being  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude. 
Her  name  shone,  and  her  fame  still  shines — a 
diplomatic  and  social  light  of  the  present  centuiy. 
Married  to  the  Russian  Ambassador  in  London,  she 
acquired  an  early  taste  for  politics :  and  we  cannot 
wonder  at  her  acquiring  the  taste  when  we  remember 
the  position  she  occupied  during  the  period  which 
preceded  the  downfall  of  Napoleon,  during  which 
period  the  eyes  of  Europe  watched  w4th  breathless 
anxiety  to  see  whether  the  two  great  powers  of 
Russia  and  England  would  keep  at  peace  with 
each  other. 

In  appearance  dignified,  in  manners  simple,  with 
the  intellect  of  a  man  and  the  pliability  of  a  woman  ; 
well  dressed,  and  always  suitably  to  her  years,  she 
presented  in  herself  a  general  concentration  of  charms ; 
and  these,  wherever  she  went,  she  seemed  unwit- 
tingly to  dispense  without  self-privation.  Her  style 
in  writing  harmonized  with  her  other  qualities,  and 
was  always  in  harmony  with  her  subject.  She  could 
be  grave,  gay,  learned,  sarcastic.     One  generally  loves 
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doing  what  one  does  well ;  she  wTote  well  and  loved 
to  use  her  pen.  She  has  been  very  aptly  said  to 
combine  "  la  raison  de  La  Rochefoucauld  avec  les 
maniferes  de  Madame  de  S^vign^."  But  with  all  this 
she  had  no  taste  for  reading,  except  the  newspapers; 
and  her  ignorance  upon  some  common  subjects  would 
have  been  marvellous  even  in  a  schoolboy. 

During  her  last  years  in  Paris,  her  salon  was 
the  resort  of  the  great  men  of  the  day.  Mole, 
Montalembert,  Guizot,  Thiers,  and  others  met  there 
and  carried  on  their  fierce  discussions  under  the 
pacifying  charm  of  her  whose  sway  they  owned. 

Her  end  was  touching  and  dignified.  Naturally 
nervous  about  herself,  she  had  dreaded  the  slightest 
indisposition  ;  but  when  she  heard  that  her  doom 
was  sealed,  she  looked  death  calmly  in  the .  face, 
and  conformed  to  the  last  rites  of  the  Protestant 
Church.  Feeling  the  supreme  moment  at  hand,  she 
requested  that  Guizot  and  his  son  should  leave  her 
bedside,  in  order  that  they  might  be  spared  the 
painful  sight  of  her  agony.  She  had,  however,  still 
strength  enough  to  address  Guizot,  her  old  and 
devoted  friend,  tracing  in  pencil  these  words : 
'*  Merci  de  vingt  ans  d  amiti^   et  de  bonheur."  ^ 

*  Most  of  the  above  particulars  of  the  Princess  Lieven  are  taken 
from  a  MS.  in  the  possession  of  Lady  Holland. 
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Watts's  jMjrtrait  of  her  was  cxecutiMl  in  Paris,  in 
185G,  the  year  before  her  death. 

By  J.  Lonsdale  :  Lord  Archihahl  Hamilton. 
(1822.) 

By  Arthur  Shee :  The  Ri]!j:ht  Hon.  John  Hookham 
Frere,  the  man  of  letters  and  diplomatist,  whom 
we  have  already  seen  (by  Chantrey)  in  the  Entrance 
Hall,  and  whom  we  have  already  mentioned  in 
the  mion  of  the  third  Lord  Holland. 

By  Gauffier :  Elizabeth,  Lady  Holland,  painted 
at   Florence  in  1795. 

By  Rathbone  :  Francis  Horner,  of  whom  we  do 
not  easily  tire.  Sydney  Smith  used  to  say  that 
he  had  the  Ten  Commandments  written  on  his 
face  ;  in  fact,  that  he  looked  so  virtuous,  that  he 
might  commit  any  crime,  and  no  one  would  believe 
in  the  possibility  of  his  guilt. ^ 

By  Hoppner  :   Peter,  Lord  King.     (1805.) 

By  Kirkup  :  Lord  Dudley  Stuart,  the  great  friend 
of  the  Poles.     (A  portrait  in  crayons.) 

By  Lady  Diana  Beauclerk  :  Charles  James  Fox  ; 
a  clever  sketch,  given  by  Miss  Fox  to  the  third 
Lord  Holland,  in  1818.  The  sketch  is  frag- 
mentary, and  as  such  we  venture  to  say  t3rpifies 
the    amount    of    knowledge    some   people    who   are 

*  ^lemoir  of  Sydney  Smith,  by  his  daughter.     Chap.  vi. 
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supposed  to  be  well  educated  have  of  the  man  it 
partly  represents.  The  artist  is  the  same  Lady 
Diana  Beauclerk  already  mentioned.* 

By  Hayter  (copied  after  a  picture  by  Sir  Thomas 
Lawrence):  John,  sixth  Duke  of  Bedford  (182G), 
for  a  time  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  This  was  a 
present  to  the  third  Lord  Holland. 

By  Jackson  and  Callcott  :  Sir  James  Mackintosh 
(after  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence).  We  like  to  see  Sii' 
James  Mackintosh  in  Holland  House,  and  wish  we 
had  him  by  our  elbow  at  this  moment! 

By  Ercole  :  Prince  de  Talleyrand,  copied  from 
the  original  of  Ary  Schefter,  which  was  left  to  the 
Due  d'Aumale  by  the  fourth  Lord  Holland.  The 
original  went  to  Twickenham.  Talleyrand,  the 
first  diplomatist  of  his  day,  and  amongst  the  first, 
if  not  the  pleasantest,  of  wits,  changed  his  con- 
dition and  also  his  politics ;  but,  in  the  expression 
on  the  canvas,  we  very  much  mistake  if  he  ever 
changed  his  policy. 

By   Opie :    Charles,  Earl  of  Stanhope. 

By  Fabre :    Henry  Richard,  third  Lord  Holland. 

By  Stoddart  :  Twelve  water-colour  drawings, 
illustrating  Byron's  Poems. 

Many   of    the    foregoing    pictures    deserve    more 

^  See  pp.  25G-7. 
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than  the  Uiw  ro<*onl  \vc  have*  mveii  to  thrm.  Lot 
those  who  would  bhnin^  our  omission  congratulate 
themselves  ui)on  the  fact  that  limited  time  and 
Rp.ice  may  exist  with  limited  competency. 


t,--\K  p^e:';s  (ss.,*iso  k-cisj). 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


THE    WHITE    PARLOUR. 


The  White  Parlodr,  with  its  oak  wainscoting, 
panelled  in  white  and  picked  out  in  gold,  has  a 
high  ceiling  and  an  old-fashioned  bay  window,  and 
is  rather  formal  in  appearance. 

At  the  end  of  the  room,  opposite  the  entrance  from 
the  Journal  Room,  is  a  recess  of  pious  memory.  It 
forms  the  subject  of  the  opposite  plate,  and  has  been 
already  mentioned  in  our  plan  of  the  ground-floor. 
In  its  altered  condition  the  recess  remains  a  monu- 
ment of  mundane  transitoriness.  People  in  general 
are  apt  to  dilate  upon  the  vicissitudes  of  human 
life,  and  travellers  in  particular  to  talk  of  their  ex- 
periences. But  plain  bricks  and  stones  may  be  the 
scene  of  very  varied  events  ;  and  walls  that  remain 
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on  the  same  spot  immoveable,  <lraf,  dumb,  blind, 
though  they  be,  are  often  witnesses  of  stranger  com- 
binations than  hard-working  sight-seers  would  meet 
with  in  a  year's  journey  over  the  face  of  the  earth. 
The  White  Parlour  is  now  used  as  an  ante- 
room, a  tea-room,  or  for  any  occasional  purpose. 
It  is  perhaps  more  than  anything  else  a  small  por- 
trait galler}%  where  some  few  distinguished  friends 
of  the  house  keep  a  place  on  the  walls,  and  where, 
even  if  passed  out  of  this  life,  they  still  remain 
unforgotten. 

High  up  above  the  wainscot,  the  pictures  hang : — 
By    Phillips :     Viscount   Grenville    (given    to   the 
third  Lord  Holland). 

By  Hoppner  :  Viscount  Barrington  (1798).  He 
was  nephew  of  the  second  Lord  Barrington,  who 
became  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  1761,  and 
died  towards  the  end  of  the  last  century. 

Aft43r  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence  :  The  first  Marquis 
of  Anglesea,  who  lost  his  leg  at  Waterloo,  and  who, 
as  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  declared  himself  in 
favour  of  Catliolic  Emancipation. 

By  Shee  :  Augustus  Frederick,  Duke  of   Leinster. 
,  Another  by  Ho})pner  :    George,  Viscount  Moq^eth 
(1798),    afterwards    Lord    Carlisle,    w-ho   at    Holland 
House  was  indeed   a   valued  friend.  //_ 
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Also  by  Hoppner :  Tlio  Hon.  Geiieial  Fox;  Bolms 
Smith  (Sydney  Smith's  brother) ;  and  Kichaid 
Va-ssall  (1793). 

By  Hamilton:    Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  (1796). 

By  C.  Landseer:    LicuL-Gcn.  C.  R.   Fox  (18:i(;). 

By    Mmo.    de    Tott :    Lady    Affleck. 

By  Battoni :  Mar}',  Lady  Holland. 

And  other  portraits,  by  artists  unuamcd. 


An  idea  has  obtained  some  circulation  that  two 
chests  in  the  White  1'auloue  were  Stephen  Fox';^ 
money  chests.  The  idci  is  erroneous.  But  the 
chests  themselves  seem  very  well  known.  There- 
fore we  shall  only  add  upon  the  subject  that  in 
them  Stephen  Fox  kept  official  papers  when  he 
was  Paymaster,  or  head  uf  the   War  Office. 
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THK    ENTRf;sOL. 


Going  up  to  the  litndiug  Iiotivoen  tlio  hnll  iind  the  first 
floor,  and  passing  through  a  door  of  (■nivcd  oak,  we 
enter  a  lobby  preceding  tlie  rooms  ou  tlie  Entresol. 
This  lobby  is  connected  Lty  a  corkscrew  stoircase  with 
that  leading  to  Lady  Holhinds  private  rooms,  and 
from  it  an  ml  de  hmif  looks  down  upon  tlic  stairs 
of  the  Innek  Hall. 

The  apartment  on  the  Entre-sol,  which  consists  of 
a  sitting-room  and  four  bedrooms,  has  almost  always 
been  given  to  the  yimngcst  niembei-s  of  the  family., 
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Tbe  sitting-room  might  he  called  an  hereditary 
nursery,  which,  following  the  growth  of  its  occupants, 
before  taking  honours  as  a  sitting-room,  has  taken 
its  degree  as  a  school-room. 

To  strangers,  the  chief  attraction  of  the  Entresol 
would  be  the  different  views  it  offers.  The  front 
looks  out  east,  upon  the  present  entrance,  with  the 
fountain  and  border  of  green  lawn  and  trees ;  and 
eithei-  end  looks  out  respectively  north  and  south 
upon  the  lawn,  and  upon  the  terrace  w^hich  replaces 
the  old  entrance. 

We  shall  not  find  the  Entresol,  like  some  other 
parts  of  Holland  House,  filled  with  objects  of 
interest ;  may  we  not  therefore  stop  and  think  ? 
And  if  the  reader  deems  our  thoughts  better  suited 
to  a  chance  pulpit  than  to  the  Holland  House 
Entresol,  there  is  always  the  alternative  of  skipping 
the  sermon. 

A  time  must  come  in  all  long  lives  when,  with 
the  sand  nearly  run  out,  and  little  remaining  on 
earth  to  look  forward  to,  it  is  well  to  cast  a  look 
on  what  has  gone  by.  AVe  dare  not  always  let  our 
thoughts  travel  back  to  the  stormy  years  when  first 
we  sallied  out,  unconscious  of  danger,  to  wrestle  with 
the  world  and  with  ourselves.  During  those  early 
years  of  youthful  ardour,  many  an  illusion  doubtless 
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has  been  crushed,  many  a  hope  blighted,  amid  many 
a  tear  and  many  a  sigh.  How  willingly,  there- 
fore, do  we  recall  the  days  of  our  cliildhood !  Doubt- 
less, to  some  they  have  not  been  entirely  golden. 
There  are  children  who  have  not  felt  a  mother's 
hand  smooth  down  their  pillow,  who  have  not  had 
a  fathers  knee  on  which  to  sit ;  and  children's  little 
griefs  are  all-absorbing  to  the  children  who  suffer 
them.  But,  looking  back,  there  is  a  charm  about 
those  days  in  which  the  world  itself  seemed  created 
for  us  alone ;  and  as  time  sepai\ates  us  from  them, 
their  sorrows  fade  in  the  distance,  and  we  re- 
member only  their  joj'^s.  If  the  walls  of  the  nursery 
re-echo  a  few  passionate  sobs,  they  re-echo  also  many 
peals  of  merry  laughter.  If  they  were  witnesses  for 
us  to  dark  moments,  they  w^erc  also  witnesses  for  us 
to  happy  hours — and,  say  what  we  will,  the  nursery 
brings  to  our  mind's  eye  some  of  the  prettiest  pictures 
in  the  gallery  of  life. 

Little  fair-headed  angels  presiding  anxiously  over 
a  brick  house  which  emulates  the  Tower  of  Pisa, 
but  is  without  its  architectural  security,  and  the 
coming  down  of  which  with  a  great  crash  briugs 
forth  a  deep  sigh  from  the  disappointed  girl  who 
lias  reared  it  with  such  care,  and  an  exultant  shout 
from  the  boy  who  t'orgols  the  downfall  of   his  own 
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edifice  in  the  triumph  of  something  being  destroyed. 
The  warlike  urchin  in  one  comer  manoeuvring  his 
tin  soldiers  against  the  army  of  his  younger  brother, 
doomed  always  to  be  beaten.  The  studiously-inclined 
little  sister  struggling  with  locks  that  will  always 
come  between  her  and  the  pages  of  a  story-book 
she  is  reading  for  the  twentieth  time,  and  which, 
somewhat  upon  Ollendorffs  system,  she  could  now 
recite  in  any  order.  And  the  eldest  sister,  erect 
before  her  mother,  with  her  hands  properly  folded 
behind  her  back,  reciting  the  kings  of  England, 
and  wondering  in  her  inmost  soul  why  there  were 
so  many ;  perhaps  wishing  that  longer  reigns 
had  made  fewer  Sovereigns,  as  she  may  later  wish 
that  shorter  reigns  could  make  less  complicated 
chapters. 

To  those  in  their  prime  who,  actively  running 
the  world's  race,  hope  to  be  victorious ;  to  the 
aged,  who,  wearied  with  life's  struggle,  are  content 
to  withdraw ;  to  the  gay,  careless  ones,  who, 
accustomed  to  live  in  a  vortex,  look  to  the  cold, 
indifferent  world  for  that  which  it  will  not,  that 
which  it  cannot,  give — such  a  retrospect  inspires 
a  calm  soothing  sense  of  pure,  peaceful  happiness; 
whilst  from  all  alike  it  elicits  a  smile  such  as  we 
bestow  upon   a   rosebud   freshly  sprinkled  with    the 


nil.] 


MORALIZING  ! 


morning  dew,  after  a  tributary  sigli  to  its  withered 
companion. 

But  wc  must  not  get  childish  over  our  nursery 
reflections.  Let  us  for  the  present  leave  the  memory 
of  our  childhood  with  a  prayer  that  our  little  ones 
m;iy  be  happy. 


#1  » 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


I'l.AN    IIF    THK    PIRST    V'l.OOIt. 


It  sfi'ins  an  acknowletlgotl  fact,  though  we  have  not 
ourselves  ^'rifled  it,  that  the  fii-st  floor  of  Holland 
House  is  on  a  h'vel  with  the  stone  gallery  of  St. 
I'aiil's. 

At  the  left-hand  side,  on  the  landing  of  the  prin- 
cipal staircase,  a  door  opens  into  a  little  ante-roou 
looking  south ;  and  aitotlior  door  in  this  room,  on 
the  west,  leads  into  the  Gilt  Room.  At  the  west 
end  of  the  Gilt  Room  are  two  doors:  one  leading 
into  the  Miniature  Room,  the  other  into  the  Yellow 
Drawiso  Room. 

The  windows  of  the  Gilt  Room  are  in  the  southern 
wall,  the  three  centre  ones  being  contained  in  an  oriel 


CH.  XYIII.]  PLAN    OF    FIRST    FLOOR. 


recess  of  irregular  hexagonal  form.  At  the  east  end 
of  the  northern  wall,  concealed  by  the  panelling  of 
the  room,  is  a  very  large  closet  or  recess,  wherein 
during  Cromwellian  times  more  than  one  game  of 
hide  and  seek  may  have  been  played.  Indeed, 
we  can  imagine  that  the  first  Earl  of  Holland 
found  this  unsuspected  space  extremely  useful.  In 
the  centre  of  the  same  wall,  surmounted  by  a  ra- 
diated arch,  and  not  concealed,  is  a  circular-headed 
recess.  It  leads  into  the  Sir  Joshua  Room;  and 
a  concealed  door  to  the  east  of  the  Sir  Joshua 
Room  leads  into  the  Blue  Room.  West  of  the 
Sir  Joshua  Room,  a  passage  in  the  thickness  of  the 
wall  takes  us  into  the  Dining  Room.  Occupying 
almost  entirely  the  west  side  of  the  Dining  Room  is 
a  large  arch,  forming  part  of  a  wide  and  deep  recess, 
lighted  by  a  window  on  the  north,  and  connected 
at  its  southern  end  by  a  concealed  sliding  panel  with 
the  \Vp:st  Turret  Staircase.  This  recess  leads 
through  a  glass  door  into  a  long  gallery,  better  known 
as  the  Library,  forming  the  west  wing  of  the 
House.  Opp>site  the  glass  door  by  which  we  entered, 
another  and  similar  glass  door  leads  into  the 
Inner  Library,  much  smaller  than  the  first  Libraiy, 
and  nearly  square. 

Returning    into    the    large    Liln'ary,   towards   the 
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80U til- western  corner  of  it,  wc  come  to  a  concealed 
door  opening  upon  a  small  Staircase,  the  other 
end  of  which  we  noticed  in  the  Print  Room.  This 
staircase  makes  a  short  communication  between 
the  Lil)rary  and  the  West  Rooms  on  the  ground- 
floor. 

On  the  west  side  of  tlie  Library  a  large  bay 
window  leads  on  to  a  terrace  overlooking  the 
Dutch  Garden.  On  the  east  side  are,  a  case- 
ment window  hidden  in  a  little  recess,  and  two 
doors  communicating  with  the  terrace  over  the 
West  Arcade,  and  the  Library  Passage,  which 
connects  the  Library  with  the  Yellow  Drawing 
Room.  On  the  south  side  of  tlie  Yellow  Drawing 
Room  is  a  bay-window,  in  the  recess  of  which  a 
door  (south-east)  serves  as  another  entrance  into 
the  Miniature  Room. 

Through  this  last  room  we  reach  the  Gilt  Room 
once  more.  Then,  passing  through  the  ante-room, 
we  find  ourselves  again  on  the  landing  of  the 
principal   staircase. 

Lady  Holland's  apartment  is  a  jtjihc/ant  to  the 
principal  Library,  and  forms  the  east  wing  of  the 
House.  It  consists  of  four  rooms  connected  with 
each  other,  between  the  most  northern  of  which  and 
the  Blue  Room  is  a  deep  recess. 
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Having  now  rcaohed  the  Blue  Room,  which  was 
the  late  Lord  Holland's  dressing  room,  and  figures 
in   our  plan   as   such,   we   have  gone   through  the 

FIRST    FLOOR. 
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part  of  the  late  Lord  Holland's  salon  whilst  he  was 
English  Minister  in  Florence,  and  include,  amongst 
others,  Prince  N.  Corsini,  Prince  T.  Corsini,  Prince 
L.  Corsini,  the  Marquis  Carrega,  Monsignor  (now 
Cardinal)  Sacconi,  Count  Bossi,  Cavalier  Piero  Dini, 
Count  del  Benino,  Mr.  Petre,  Lord  Walpole,  Mr. 
Cotterell,  Lady  Normanby,  and   Lady  Dover. 

Now  let  us  examine  the  Gilt  Room.  It  is 
wainscoted,  and  the  compartments  of  the  wainscot- 
ing, separated  by  wooden  basso-relievo  columns,  are 
divided  into  medallions  bordered  with  blue  and  gold. 
Within  the  borders  are  nlternately  painted  a  silver 
Jleur  de  Us  on  an  azure  shield  and  a  golden  cross  on 
a  shield  of  red.  The  shields  are  severally  encircled 
by  two  palm-leaves  crossing  each  other  at  the  bottom 
and  top,  whence  they  peep  out  of  an  Earl's  coronet. 

On  entering  the  room  the  two  fire-places  demand 
our  notice.  Above  each  chimney-piece  are  painted 
two  emblematical  figures,  beneath  which,  in  the 
centre  of  the  chimney-piece,  also  painted,  are,  on  a 
ground  of  gold,  some  dancing  nymphs.  Faulkner, 
writing  of  this  room,  says  :  "  In  the  frieze  of  the 
mantel-piece,  ....  there  are,  on  each  side,  two 
heads,  and  two  painted  bas-reliefs,  copied  from  the 
celebrated  antique,  commonly  called  the  Aldobrandini 
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Marriage,  a  famous  painting  in  frcs(;o,  found  at  Rome 
in  the  time  of  Poj^e  Clement  VIII."*  These  "bas- 
reliefs  "  are,  according  to  Faulkner,  what  Walpole 
refers  to  when  he  says,  talking  of  Cleyn :  "  There 
is  still  extant  a  beautiful  chamber  adorned  by 
him  at  Holland-house,  with  a  ceiling  in  grotesque, 
and  small  compartments  on  the  chimneys,  in  the 
style,  and  not  unworthy,  of  Parmegiano."  •  We  are 
told  that  Walpole  slightly  exaggerates  the  merit  of 
the  pictures  in  the  above  magnificent  compliment. 
But  we  think  enough  may  l)e  gleaned  from  various 
authors  to  warrant  the  opinion  that  they  were  good 
copies  of  a  superlatively  good  painting.  With  sorrow, 
therefore,  do  we  look  in  vain  for  a  vestige  of  them. 

All  the  decorations  and  paintings  in  the  Gilt  Room 
have  been  restored,  either  under  the  superintendence, 
or  by  the  very  hand,  of  Watts.  To  a  fine  taste  in 
his  work  he  has  united  a  religious  feeling  for  the  Past, 
never  allowing  himself  or  others  to  lose  the  spirit 
of  the  old  decorations :  at  the  same  time,  when 
there  was  no  trace  left  upon  which  to  work,  he 
admirably  supplied  the  deficiency  by  creations  of  his 
own.  He  assures  us  that  when  he  painted  the  figures 
now  on  the  chimney-piece,  no  other  painting  adorned 

'  Faulkner,  History  and  Antiquities  of  Kensington,  chap.  iv. 
^  Anecdotes  of  Painting.     London^  1849.     Vol.  il  p.  377. 
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it.  What,  then,  happened  to  the  frescoes  ?  Silence, 
for  the  moment,  meets  our  question.  Let  us  hope 
that  at  some  future  day  we  may  discover  a  clue  to 
their  history ;  perhaps  even  that  some  courageous 
hand,  by  removing,  without  destroying,  what  is  there 
now,  may  find  the  Nozze  Aldohrandini  still  un- 
injured, as  in  many  churches  of  Italy,  where,  by 
accident  or  design,  the  finest  frescoes  have  been 
buried  under  a  coating  of  white  plaster,  at  once  the 
concealer  and  preserver  of  their  beauty. 

On  either  side  of  the  space  where  the  Nozze  Aldo- 
hrandini are  supposed  to  have  been,  are  two  medal- 
lions representing  Charles  the  First  and  Sully ;  Francis 
the  First  and  Henrietta  Maria.  These  have  only 
been  slightly  touched  by  Watts,  who  has  here,  with 
a  grand  absence  of  egotism,  brought  his  genius  to 
bear  in  preserving  the  genius-traces  of  another. 

The  architect  of  the  Gilt  Room  is  supposed  to  have 
been  John  Thorpe  ;  ^  the  decorator,  Francis  Cleyn, 
whose  name  we  have  already  mentioned. 

1  "  *  Sir  Walter  Coapes  at  Kensington,  erected  by  me  I.  T.' 
This,  now  Holland-house,  was  finished  by  Thorpe  in  1G07, 
but  afterwards  altered  and  added  to  by  Inigo  Jones  and  Stone." 
— From  note  to  Walpole's  "Anecdotes  of  Painting."  London, 
1849.  Vol.  i.  (Supplement),  p.  200.  [The  words  in  single 
inverted  commas  appear  to  bave  come  from  an  original  list  of 
Thorpe*s  plans ;  as  for  the  rest  of  the  note,  we  give  it  as  it  stands, 
though  the  date  seems  inaccurate.] 
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This  Francis  Cluvii  was  Imru  at  Kostock,  and,  in 
his  vouth,  sci-vcmI  iukUt  Christian  IV.  of  Deumark. 
He  pursued  the  fine  arts  for  a  livt*lihood,  and  went 
into  Italy  to  cultivate  them.  And  where  l)etter  could 
he  have  gone  than  to  that  second  cradle  of  ai-tistic 
beauty — to  that  country  where  art  is  nature  and 
nature  is  art — where  the  artist  finds  so  much 
to  revel  in,  and  leaves  the  dilettante  so  much  to 
admire  ?  So  to  Italy  he  went,  and  studied  nature 
and  art,  ami  profited  by  the  models  which  both  so 
abundantlv    furnish    there. 

During  this  visit  he  met  with  Sir  Heniy  Wotton, 
who  took  an  interest  in  him,  and  introduced  him  to 
Prince  Charles,  the  future  unhappy  King  Charles  I., 
and  Francis,  or,  as  they  called  him,  Francesco 
(probably  from  the  usual  love  of  Italianizing  every 
name  belonging  to  musicians  or  painters),  became 
a  fiivourite  artist  botli  of  the  Prince  and  of  his 
father  King  James  I. 

The  ceiling  of  the  Gilt  Room  was  painted  in 
grotesque  by  Cleyn;^  but,  alas!  the  accompanying 
woodeut  shows  us  nothing  of  his  work ;  indeed  we 
have  little  more  than  the  tradition  of  it,  for  the 
ceiling  fell  through  during  tlie  minority  of  the  third 

^  See  (|UotAtion  from  Wal pole's  "  Auiicdotes  of  Painting "   on 
page  14. 
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Lord  Holland,  and  its  place  has  been  taken  by  a  white 
one  embossed  with  Jleurs  de  lis  and  crosses.  Nor 
were  the  ceiling  and  chimney-piece  compartments 
Cleyn's  only  work  in  Holland  House.  Walpole  also 
says,  '*  Two  chairs,  carved  and  gilt,  with  large  shells 
for  backs,^  .  .  .  w^re  undoubtedly  from  his  designs ; 
and  are  evidences  of  his  tasfe.''^ 

The  entablature  is  enriched  by  painted  leaves  en- 
circling gilt  acorns. 

In  the  north-west  and  south-east  corners  are 
emblazoned  the  united  arms  of  Rich  and  C'Ope.  On 
the  shield  in  the  north-east  comer  is  the  n^.otto  of 
the  Order  of  the  Garter  encircling  the  Rich  crest, 
while  the  shield  in  the  south-w^est  comer  is  made 
the  vehicle  for  a  pun,  having  inscribed  upon  it  the 
motto,  *'  Ditior  est  qui  se." 

To  our  left  is  the  oriel  recess.  The  recess,  a 
view  of  which  w^e  give  on  page  21,  projects  from 
an  archway,  on  either  side  of  which  are  three  me- 
dallions, similar  to  those  we  have  already  described 
in  the  wainscoting.  In  the  curve  of  the  arch  are 
some  very  graceful  female  figures  painted  in  mezzo- 
tinto  and  bordered  with  gold.  The  wainscoting  of 
the   room   is   continued    throughout   the   recess,  the 

^  See  tail-piece  to  chapter  xvilL 

'^  Wal pole's  Anecdotes  of  Painting.   London,  1849.    Vol.  ii.  p.  377. 
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ilcsigii  ]}v\\\ir  licio  inid  tln*re  agUM^ably  modified  by 
the  addition  of  palni-ln-anrhe:^.  Two  shields  crown 
tlh'  two  corners  of  tlie  recess  ;  that  to  the  north-east 
ln/jiring  the  arms  of  the  liieh  family,  that  to  the 
iioitli-west  those  of  Sir  Walter  Cope. 

From  tlie  4M»ntre  window  we  have  a  view  of  the 
terrace  and  field,  which  are  shut  in  from  the  town 
hv  a  thick  belt  of  trees.  But  our  eye  ^[lanees  over 
them  and  the  London  roofs,  and  rests  upon  the 
fine  outline  of  the  Surrey  Hills.  Through  the  side 
windows  we  see  the  two  wings  of  the  house,  pro- 
tected by  a  grove  of  trees  from  which,  to  the  left, 
emrrffes  one  <hirk  and  stately  cedar. 

And  now,  turning  round,  we  see  opposite  us  a 
rrpetition  of  the  arcli  beneath  which  we  are  standing. 
Over  this  "double"  (more  heraldiy)  are  the  arras 
of  Henry  Rich.^  Under  it  is  a  foldiuc^-door,  sur- 
mounted  l)v  the  fan-like,  radiated  arch,  and  decorated 
in  harmony  with  the  rest  of  the  room. 

The  furniture  accords  so  well  with  the  taste  of  the 
S(*venteenth  century,  and  the  illusion  about  the  interior 
is  so  complete,  that  we  have  no  diHiculty  in  tmns- 
porting  oursehes  back  to  the  period  when  the  Gilt 
Room  was  prepared  by  tlie  first  Earl  of  Holland  for 
llie  purpose  of  giving  a  ball  to    Prince    Charles   on 

'  Soe  head-pioee  to  this  chapter. 
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the  occasion  of  his  marriage  with  Henrietta  Maria 
of  France. 

Those  who  have  read  our  rapid  sketch  of  the  life 
of  Henry  Kich  will  not  be  surprised  that  the  gallant 
courtier  should  have  wished  to  give  a  ball  to  the 
young  Prince  and  Princess,  or  tliat  he  sliould  have 
planned  it  with  all  possible  splendour. 

But  rhamme  propose^  et  Dieu  dispose  :  we  find  tliat, 
for  some  unexplained  reason,  the  ball  was  not  given. 

Nevertheless,  we  may  not  unreasonably  conjecture 
that  these  walls  have  echoed  back  many  a  gay  laugh, 
that  this  room  has  been  the  scene  of  many  a  festive 
gathering,  that  many  a  gallant  cavalier  has  there  re- 
joiced in  the  smiles  of  his  fair  lady,  and  has  vowed 
her  the  most  beautiful  of  the  merry  dazzling  throng. 

The  following  list,  which  we  have  taken  from  the 
MSS.  at  Holland  House,  and  which  was  probably 
written  by  a  servant,  though  referring  to  a  later  time 
(May  1,  1753),  is  still  interesting  as  a  relic  of  the 
past,  and  as  giving  us  an  idea  of  how  they  did 
such  things  in  those  days  : — 

Danced  in  the  Gilt  Room. 

Lady  Caroline  Petersham  danced  with  Earl  of  Murch. 
Lady  Betty  Spencer  „  Lord  Cathcart. 

Countess  of  Coventry  ,,  Captain  Sandys. 

Countess  of  Holderness  „  Mr.  Churchill. 

Countess  of  Stafford  ,,  Mr.  Vansittart. 


.« 
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<'ountes8of  Hills) Mir.'U^h 
1^(1  V  Rateiuin 
Ltilv  <.  iiUiilla  lH'nn«'tt 
L;iJy  Anne  KepjK-1 
Liitly  Caroline  KejUK-l 
L.ulv  M.irv  (hiinliill 

m 

Mrs.  Lt-jrcf 
Mi.-'S  riitforJ 
L:nlv  FawkeiuT 
Mi^s  Kilty  0»ni|»t«»n 
Mis?*  r»riuieni*ll 
Miss  I>i>:by 
Miss  Bishop 
Miss  Mack  worth 
Laiiv  Cari»liue  F«.»x 


Jance<i  with  Mr.  (!!eorge  Brudenell. 
Mr.  Henry  r>igby. 
L*-Culonel  Sand  ford. 
S'  John  Bland. 
Kn^ign  Smith. 
L^ -Colonel  Seahright. 
Lord  Hubart. 
S'  Thomas  Scabrigbt 
Mr.  West 

Mr.  Richard  Lewson. 
Mr.  Cieorge  Selwyn. 
Ensign  Carey. 
Captain  Carlton. 
I  'ukf  of  Kichuiond. 
Mr.  George  West. 


Karl  of  Hillsborough. 


St-ttfis   bv. 


I^dv  Alberniarle 
Lidv  Yarmouth 

m 

>rrs.  Di^bv 
Mr.  Fox 

l>utcht*ss  of  IWdfoiii 
Lady  Betty  Waldograve 
Ladv  Pembrook 
l>uke  of  Miulborough 
Earl  of  Coventry 
Mr.  Bigby 
Mr.  Ellis 
Lady  Townshend 
Duke  of  Bedford 

Countess  of  Kildare 

Mrs.  Ellis 

Lonl  Bury 

Lord  Digby 

Mr.  Dickv  Bjiteman 


lM;iyM  two  VouU  at  <^>uadiillo. 


Cut  in  at  Whist. 


'  Cribbege  (Wc)  Players. 
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Earl  of  Kildure 

Mr.  Legge 

Countess  of  Fitzwilliams 

Lady  Trevor  f    only  Look'J  on. 

Commodore  Keppell 

Mr.  H.  Walpole 

Mr.  Calcraft  ^ 

I^rd  Bateman  i 

T.    ,    ^  ,-.  , ,  >  Danced  Minuets  only. 

Larl  of  Holderness  j  '' 


The  Card  Players  play'd  but  a  little  while. 

The  Card  Tables  (in  Number  three)  were  in  Lady  Caroline's 
Dressing  Room.  The  Balcony,  as  well  as  the  Gilt  Kf)om,  was 
lighted  up,  and  they  Danced  a  little  while  in  both. 

Tea,  Negus,  &c.,  at  which  Mrs.  Fannen  Presided,  in  the  Tapestry 
Room.  At  One  We  all  went  down  to  a  Cold  Supper,  at  Three 
Tables  in  the  Saloon,  and  three  in  the  Dining  Room. 

Supper  was  removed  at  each  Table  with  a  Desert  («ic),  and  Ice. 

All  sate  down.  Lady  Townshend,  Lady  Fitzwilliams,  Duke  of 
Marlbro*,  and  Mr.  Legge,  only  Excepted  who  went  before  Supper. 

Danced  after  Supper. 

No  Dancer  went  before  three,  or  stay'd  after  Five. 

The  Tables  Prepared  in  the  Supper  Rooms  held  Fifty-six.  A 
Corner  Table  was  plac'd  Extraordinary  for  Six  Men,  Besides.  Sate 
down  to  Supper  in  all  Sixty-two. 

Lord  Digby,  and  Mr.  Bateman,  did  not  sup,  but  walk'd  about 
admiring. 


So  people  ate  and  drank  and  danced  and  played 
cards  a  hundred  and  twenty  years  ago.  And  they 
eat  and  drink  and  dance  and  play  cards  in  the 
present  day ;  and  they  will  eat  and  drink  and  dance 
and  play  cards  a  hundred  and  twenty  years  hence. 
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Naturally,  there  will  be  variations  of  detail :  one 
age  may  prefer  venison  pasties,  sack,  minuets,  and 
"eribbege;'*  another  a<?e  truffles,  ChUvaxi  Margaitx, 
denx'temps,  and  irarfc.  These,  however,  are  but 
ditterent  means  of  attaining  the  same  end.  Nor 
need  we  wonder  nt  the  monotonv  of  human  wants. 
Rather,  given  the  monotony  of  liuman  wants,  should 
we  wonder  at  th(.*  diversity  in  human  development ; 
a  development  which  is  not  always  progi^essive.  For, 
in  spit<i  of  political  gains,  in  spite  of  strides  in 
libertv,  we  revert  with  tenderness  to  earlier  davs, 
and  would  pay  a  trilmtarv  sigh  to  the  polish  and 
intellectual  poetry  of  our  fii-st  Charles's  court!  Rut, 
alas!  the  courtiers  of  that  court  were  soon  to  end 
their  glittering  career,  some  in  dispei*sion,  some  in 
exile,  some  in  battle,  some  on  the  scaffold.  Amongst 
the  latter  victims  was,  as  the  reader  may  have 
already  seen  with  somewhat  full  particulai-s,  the 
first  Earl  of  Holland.^ 

And  so  the  brilliant  medal  has  its  reverse  :  for  now, 
in  spite  of  being  still  sometimes  filled  by  a  joyous, 
laughing  crowd,  the  Gilt  Room  is  said  to  be  tenanted 
by  the  solitary  ghost  of  its  first  lord,  who,  according 
to  tradition,  issues  forth  at  midnight  from  behind  a 
secret  door,  and  walks  slowlv  throufjh  the  scenes  of 

'  See  vol.  i.  el  lap.  i. 
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former  triumphs  with  his  head  in  hia  band.  To 
add  to  thia  mystery,  there  is  a  talc  of  three  spots 
of  blood  on  the  side  of  the  recess  whence  he  issues, 
three  spots  of  bU>od  which  can  never  be  eflaced. 


-^^^-^--^^^—'4^ 
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Passixo  through  the  oii-Piihir  reecsa  to  tlic  riglit  of 
the  Gilt  Room,  wo  enter  the  Sir  Joshua  Room, 
also  calleil  the  Crimson  Dbawixo  Room,  from  the 
colour  of  the  silk  upon  its  walls.  As  a  room,  it 
is  not  specially  worthy  of  attention,  liut  are  there 
not  even-  tlay  plain  women  who  compensate  hy 
their  taste  in  ilro.^s  for  their  want  of  heauty  ? 
And  may  not  the  Sir  Joshi'a  Room,  even  without 
any  other  merit,  secure  a  homage  to  its  clothing, 
Imng  as  it  is  almost  entirely  witli  masteqncccs  by 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  ?       Bufore,    however,   giving    a 
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list  of  these,  we  will  mention  the  pictures  by 
other  hands : — 

A  landscape,  with  figures,  by  F.  Mola. 

Landscape  was  what  Mola  excelled  in,  and  he 
enjoyed  more  than  a  mere  reputation  for  it  during 
his  lifetime.  He  lived  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
was  protected  by  Innocent  X.  and  Alexander  VII., 
and  had  started  for  the  Court  of  Louis  XIV.  when 
death  overtook  him. 

The  Vision  of  St.  Antony  of  Padua,  by  Murillo. 

The  name  of  Murillo  speaks  for  itself,  and  an 
account  of  him  in  these  pages  would  be  out  of 
place  ;  not  so,  however,  of  the  subject  he  has  here 
treated,  which,  by  the  way,  he  has  treated  several 
times.     Accordinnr  to  tradition,  St.  Antonv  was  ex- 

d  '  ml 

pounding  the  mystery  of  the  Incarnation,  when  the 
Infant  Saviour  came  down  and  stood  upon  his  book. 
In  the  present  instance,  though,  St.  Antony  is  pray- 
ing, not  expounding,  and  two  features  are  to  lie 
particularly  noticed  in  the  picture  :  that  St.  Antony 
seems  to  ignore  the  visible  Presence  of  Him  whom 
he  is  adoring,  and  that  the  Divine  Infant  impresses 
no  weight  upon  the  book — as  indeed  a  spiritual 
presence  would  not — yet  Murillo  is  guilty  of  allow- 
ing the  spiritual  form  to  throw  a  shadoic !  Nor  is 
this  the    only  instance   in   which  Murillo  has  fallen 
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into  this  error,  an  error  wliich,  so  far  as  we  are 
aware,  has  escaped  criticism.  Curious  indeed  that 
one  who  so  often  shines  forth  {is  a  heaven-inspired 
artist,  one  whose  choice  of  subjects  proves  that  his 
thoughts  dwelt  constantly  in  another  world,  should 
have  overlooked  this  essential  and  very  beautiful 
distinction  Ix^tween  the  spirit  and  the  flesh,  and 
should  have  given  to  the  one  such  a  marked  attri- 
bute of  the  other.  But  if  the  great  painter  has  thus 
not  ahvays  proved  himself  an  accurate  poet,  a  great 
poet  has  in  similar  circumstances  proved  himself  a 
true  painter.  Dante,  throughout  his  glorious  jouniey, 
keeps  in  sight    this  spiritual  indication  : — 

*'Ora,  86  innanzi  a  me  nulla  s'  adombra, 
Non  ti  maravigliar,  piii  cho  de*  cieli, 
Che  r  uno  all*  altro  *1  ra^^gio  non  ingombra.*' ' 

Or  as  Longfellow  renders  it : — 

"  Now  if  ia  front  of  me  no  shadow  fall, 
Marvel  not  at  it  more  than  at  the  heavens. 
Because  one  ray  impedeth  not  another." 

A  few  words  about  St.  Antony.  He  was  a  native 
of  Lisbon ;  but  received  his  name  from  his  long 
residence  at  Padua,  which  city  has  the  treasure  of 
his  relics.     And  in   the   same    way  that   his   native 

'  Purgatorio,  iii.  28—30. 
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place  was  not  Padua,  so  his  original  name  was  not 
Antony.     Born  in  119'),  he  was  christened  Ferdinand, 
which   name,   when    lie   entered   the    Order   of    St. 
Francis,  he  changed  for  Antony,  out  of  devotion  to 
the  great  patriarch  of  monks,  who   was  the  titular 
saint  of  the  little  chapel  in  which  he  took  the  habit. 
His   devotion    was   kindled   at  Coimbra,  when   Don 
Pedro,  Infant  of  Portugal,  brought  over  from  Morocco 
the   relics   of  the   five   friars    who   had   been  lately 
there  crowned  with  martyrdom.     In  1221  he  entered 
the  Order  of  St.  Francis,  and  afterwards  started  to 
convert  the  Moors.      Ill  health  forced  him  back  to 
Europe,    and   contrary   winds   drove  him    to   Sicily. 
Thence    he  went   to   Assisium,   to   see    St.    Francis. 
When  he  first  established  himself  in  Italy,  he  worked 
in  modest  obscurity.     But  he  tried  in  vain  to  conceal 
his  gifts.     They  were  too  great  to  be  hid  ;   and  his 
service    to   religion    may   be    said   to   have   equalled 
his  courage  in  the  cause.     The  boldness  he  showed 
towards  Ezzelino,  and  his  temporary  influence  over 
that  tyrant,  might  make  a  noble  chapter  in  history. 
Nor  was  his  wisdom  less  than  his  courage.     Having 
once    invited    a   brother   to    go    out   with    him     to 
preach,  he  returned  to  his  convent  without  making 
any  sermon.     His  companion  asked  him  why  he  had 
not  preachcMl.     ''  We  have  done  it,"  said  the  saint. 
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**  \)y  our  nio(U*8t  looks,  ami  l»y  the  gravity  of  our 
iM^liaviour."  After  l>eluii<jiii(c  for  ten  vears  to  the 
Order  of  St.  Francis,  he  (lie<l  on  the  \'Ml\  of  June, 
1231,  in  the  suburbs  of  Pailua ;  reciting  on  his 
death-bed  the  seven  penitential  ps^ilms  and  the  hymn 
in  honour  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  which  l>egins : 
"  0  Gloriosa  Doniina/'  * 

From  Murillo  we  come  to  Velasquez,  and  have 
a  view  of  the  Port  of  Melilla  (on  the  coast  of 
Africa),  with  figures  in  the  foreground. 

This  picture,  now  in  the  Sir  Joshua  Room,  was, 
curiously  enough,  formerly  the  property  of  Sir 
Joshua  himself.  At  his  Siile,  it  was  lK)ught  by 
Samuel  Eogers,  who  gave  it  to  Elizabeth,  Lady 
Holland.  Wilkie,  after  his  travels  and  studies  in 
Spain,  pronounced  it  to  be  an  undoubted  Velas- 
([uez,  both   in  landscape  and  figures. 

This  great  Spanish  painter  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  who  attempted — and  attempted  with  success 
— almost  every  subject  in  the  domain  of  his  art, 
probably  owes  his  greatest  reputation  to  his  por- 
traits ;  but  in  the  view  before  us  we  do  not 
admire  the  fissures  so  much  as  the  rest  of  the 
picture,  where  the  harmonious  massing  and  light 
handling  of  tin*  master  are   traceable. 

'  Butler's  Liw.^  nf  Uk*  Saints. 
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Two  landscapes  by  Jacob  Jansoii,  dated  re- 
spectively 1770  and  1771. 

Jacob  Janson,  it  is  said,  imitated  Paul  Potters 
finished  style,  and  it  is  certain  at  leajst  that  he 
imitated  his  subjects. 

A  couple  of  exquisite  G.  Morlands:  the  one, 
two  donkeys,  dated  1791  ;  the  other,  a  group  of 
sheep,  undated.  As  a  rule,  Morhiud's  success  is 
in  inverse  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  work, 
and  the  two  little  pictures  before  us  may  be  con- 
sidered perfect  gems  of  their  kind. 

Then    there    is    a    landscape    with    hawking,    by 
Hackert.      And     there    are     four     paintings    which 
belonged   to   Mr.   Fox,   and   came   from   St.   Anne's 
Hill.     These  are  : — 
Two  Teniers,  signed  '*D." 
A  Wouvermans. 
A  sea-view  by  Van  der  Velde. 
Next,  presiding   over   his   own    works,  we   would 
notice    SiE    Joshua  Reynolds,   painted    by    Lady 
Anne  Fitzpatrick,   daughter   of  the   second   Earl   of 
Upper  Ossory.     And  it  may  here  be  mentioned  that 
the  great  artist  took  the  portrait  of  the  lady  who 
took  his. 

But  in  the  Sir  Joshua  Room  wc  must,  however 
briefly,  give  a   few  words  to  Sir  Josliuas  biography. 

VOL.  II.  D 
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lie  was  lx)m  in  1 723,  at  Plympton,  near  Plymouth, 
was  sou  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Reynolds,  and  one  of 
eleven  children.  **  His  fatlier,"  says  Malonc,  "  had 
a  notion,*  that  it  might  at  some  future  period  of  life 
be  an  advantage  to  a  ehihl  to  bear  an  uncommon 
christian  name  ;  which  might  recommend  him  to  the 
attention  and  kindness  of  some  person  bearing  the 
same  name,  who,  if  he  should  happen  to  have  no 
natural  object  of  his  care,  might  be  led  even  by  so 
sliglit  a  circumstance  to  become  a  benefactor.  Hence 
our  author  [Reynolds]  derived  the  scriptural  name 
of  Joshua,  which  though  not  very  uncommon,  occurs 
less  frequently  than  many  others  ;...."*  The 
artist,  however,  had  ixn  uncle  who  was  also  his 
godfather,  called  Joshua,^  which,  better  than  the 
Bishop's  argument,  may  be  the  source  of  his  name. 
In  any  case,  he  developed  early  a  love  for  drawing, 
taught  himself  pei*spective,  acquired  a  taste  for  paint- 
ing, thought  RafFaello  the  greatest  of  all  painters, 
and  in  1740  studied  under  Hudson.  In  1749  he 
went  with  Captain  Keppel  to  the  Mediterranean, 
and  soon  he  found  his  way  to  Rome.     But  though 

*  From  Dr.  Percy,  Lord  Bishop  of  Dromore. 

'  The  Works  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  with  an  Account  of  his 
Life,  &c.,  hy  Edmond  Malone.     London,  1798.     Vol.  i.  p.  v. 

^  Northcote  :  Memoirs  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  London,  1813. 
P.  C. 
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he  had  almost  boundless  admiration  for  Venetian 
colouring/  Italian  influence  is  much  more  traceable 
in  his  writings  than  in  his  pictures.  On  the  found- 
ing of  the  Royal  Academy  in  1768,  he  was  ap- 
pointed President;  and  in  1790,  at  the  conclusion 
of  his  fifteenth  and  last  discourse  delivered  to  the 
students,  he  paid  a  noble  tribute  to  the  genius 
of  Michel  A^igelo,  saying :  *'  If  the  high  esteem 
and  veneration  in  which  Michel  Angelo  has  been 
held  by  all  nations  and  in  all  ages,  should  be  put 
tx)  the  account  of  prejudice,  it  must  still  be  granted 
that  those  prejudices,  could  not  have  been  enter- 
tained without  a  cause :  the  ground  of  our  prejudice 
then  becomes  the  source  of  our  admiration.  But 
from  whatever  it  proceeds,  or  whatever  it  is  called, 
it  will  not,  I  hope,  be  thought  presumptuous  in  me 
to  appear  in  the  train,  I  cannot  say  of  his  imitators, 
but  of  his  admirers.  I  have  taken  another  course, 
one  more  suited  to  my  abilities,  and  to  the  taste  of 
the  times  in  which  I  live.  Yet  however  unequal 
I  feel  myself  to  that  attem})t,  were  I  now  to  begin 
the  w^orld  again,  I  would  tread  in  the  steps  of 
that  great  master:  to  kiss  the  hem  of  his  garment, 
to  catch  the  slightest  of  his  perfections,  would  be 
glory  and  distinction  enough  for  an  ambitious  man. 

'  8ee  Appendix  A. 
I)   2 
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"I  feel  a  sclf-cougmtulation  in  knowing  myself 
capable  of  such  sensiitions  as  he  intended  to  excite. 
I  reflect,  not  without  vanity,  that  these  Discourses 
bear  testimony  of  my  admiration  of  that  truly  di\nne 
man :  and  I  should  desire  that  the  last  words  which 
I  sliould  pronounce  in  this  Academy,  and  from  this 

place,  might  be  the  name  of Michel  Axgelo."  ^ 

Keynohls  thus  made  the  great  Italian's  name  as  an 
epitaph  to  his  own  public  life.  Early  in  1792  he 
himself  died. 

The  taste  of  the  age,  rather  than  his  own  taste, 
made  him  especially  a  portrait  painter.  But  he 
painted  some  historical  pictures,  and  was,  according 
to  Rogers,  "always  thinking  of  his  art."  Rogei's, 
in  support  of  this  statement,  says  that  one  day 
Sir  Joshua  was  w-alking  wuth  Dr.  Lawrence  near 
Beaconsfield,  when  they  met  a  beautiful  little  peasant 
boy,  who  was  a  good  deal  sun-burnt.  Sir  Joshua, 
after  looking  earnestly  at  the  child,  exclaimed,  **  I 
must  go  home  and  deepen  the  colouring  of  my 
Infant  Hercules,''^ 

Sir  Joshua  was  a  good  writer  too :  his  notes  of  the 
journey  which  he  made  to  Flanders  and  Holland  in 

*  Bcechoy:  Eoynolds's  Literary  Works.  London,  1852.  Vol.  iL 
Firteenth  Discourse. 

^  Eogere's  Table  Talk.     (Dyce.) 
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1781  are  well  known,  and  he  was  the  first  proposer 
of  the  Literary  Club,  which  counted  amongst  its 
members  Johnson,  Burke,  Goldsmith,  and  Garrick.^ 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Royal  and  Antiquarian 
Societies,  and  was  made  Doctor  of  Laws  by  the 
University  of  Oxford,  to  say  nothing  of  succeeding 
Ramsay  as  principal  painter  to  the  King.^ 

Sir  Joshua  frequently  visited  Holland  House. 
Lady  Sarah  Lennox,  who  before  her  marriage  lived 
there  with   her  sister  and  brother-in-law,  was  one 

I 

of  his  favourite  sitters ;  and  it  has  been  stated  that 
the  last  male  portrait  which  he  painted  was  that  of 
Charles  James  Fox.^  We  give  the  fac-simile  of  an 
autograph  of  Sir  Joshua  in  Holland  House. 

Now  we  come  to  his  works ;  that  is  to  say,  to 
those  of  his  works  which  are  in  this  room. 

"  Muscipula : "  the  picture  of  a  mischievous  little 
girl,  with  a  face  too  clever  to  be  plain,  holding  a 
trap  in  which  a  mouse  is  imprisoned,  while  Puss 
from  behind  looks  up  wistfully.  We  can  almost 
hear  Puss  smacking  her  lipa;  and  the  child,  keeping 
her  prize  high  above  the   would-be  thief,  seems   to 


•  Bo8well*8  Life  of  Johnson.     Chap.  xiv. 

•  Pilkington's  Dictionary  of  Painters. 

•  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  and  his  Works.  By  William  Cotton,  M.A. 
London,  1856.     Chap.  v. 
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say,  with  a  knowing  look,  "  No !  Puss  shan't  get  it ! " 
Tliis  famous  picture  has  lH?cn  long  known  under 
the  name  of  *'  Muscipuhx."  Count  d'Atlhemar  was 
the  original  purchaser  of  it.  "  Sir  Joshua,  who  fan- 
cied that  he  was  bargaining  for  a  diflerent  and  less 
imi^ortant  picture,  told  him  that  the  price  was  fifty 
guineas ;  and  on  discovering  the  mistake,  allowed 
him  to  have  Muscipula  for  that  sum. — Fox  had 
been  anxious  to  possess  Miisdjniht  when  it  was 
first  painted ;  and  he  bought  it  at  the  Ambius- 
sador's  sale    for   (I    believe),"    says    Rogers,^     "fifty 


guineas." 


Charles  James  Fox,  painted  in  1784,  when  con- 
stMjuently  he   was  thirty-five  veal's  old. 

The  first  Lonl  Holland.^  This  picture  belonged 
to  Miss  Fox,  sister  of  the  third  Lord  Holland,  and 
is  supposed  to  have  been  stolen  from  her  house 
in  London,  when  she  was  removing  into  Little 
Holland  House.  It  eventually  found  its  way  into 
Colnaghi's  shop ;  and  after  a  separation  of  nearly 
thirty  years,  Miss  Fox  was  able  to  buy  back  her 
own  property.* 

Cotton,  talking  of  an  unfinished  look  in  some  of 
Sir   Joshua's   pictures,  and   which    when   they  were 

'  Kogers's  Table  Talk.  (Hycc.)    '  8eo  licad-piccc  to  this  chapter. 

^  Seo  Ai>pciiJix  r>. 
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first  sent  home  caused  occasional  disappointment, 
adds:  '*it  is  said  that  Lord  Holland  when  he 
received  his  portrait,  could  not  help  remarking  that 
it  had  been  hastily  executed ;  and  making  some 
demur  about  the  price,  asked  Reynolds  how  long 
he  had  been  painting  it,  the  offended  artist  replied, 
*  AJl  my  life,  my  Lord/  "  ^ 

Mary,  Lady  Holland. 

Horentius  Vassall,  and  Mrs.  RuSvSell  as  a  child. 

Lord  George  Lennox. 

Riglit  Hon.  Thomas  Conolly. 

Mary,  Duchess  of  Richmond. 

Although  Sir  Joshua  has  given  his  voice  against 
the  expression,  yet  the  portrait  simply  catalogued 
as  the  Hon.  Caroline  Fox,  with  a  dog,  is  essentially 
a  i>leasin(j  incture.  The  child  and  dog  playing 
together  are  prettily  grouped,  and  there  is  about  it 
an  air  of  old  fashion  combined  with  vividness 
which  make  it  at  the  same  time — let  us  not  be 
called  paradoxical — both  novel  and  life-like. 

Baretti,*  a  portrait.  Here,  then,  is  the  man  to 
whom  we  owe,  from  Dr.  Jolinson,  three  letters 
which  Boswell   says  "are  among  the  very  best  he 

*  Sir  Joshua  Keynolils  and  his  Works.  By  William  Cotton,  ^f.  A. 
London,  1S.50.  Chnp.  v.  (From  Northcote's  MS.  in  the  Pl^'mouth 
Library  )  -  See  tail -piece  to  this  chapter. 
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ever  wrote."*  In  one  of  these/  the  Doctor  informed 
Baretti  that  his  "  English  st\'le  still  continues  in  its 
purity  ami  vigour,"  and  also  that  his  **  friends  here 
expect  sueh  a  book  of  travels  as  has  not  been  often 
seen.'*  Pn.»biiMy  the  great  Italian  teacher  is  l)est 
known  in  England  by  his  Dictionary  and  Grammar, 
but  he  did  write  a  book  upon  Italy,  and  Johnson 
did  praise  it.  Whether  our  cynic  thought  more 
kindly  of  Baretti  than  he  did  of  the  world  in 
general,  may  l>e  judgeil  by  the  following  dialogue 
l>etween  him  and  BoswelK  after  they  had  fallen 
upon  the  subject  of  our  feeling  for  the  distresses 
of  others : — 

'*  BoswELL :  But  sui>pose  now,  Sir,  that  one  of 
your  intimate  friends  were  apprehended  for  an 
oflfence  for  which  he  might  be  hanged.  John- 
son :  I  should  do  what  I  could  to  bail  him,  and 
give  him  any  other  assistance  ;  but  if  he  were  once 
fairly  hanged,  I  should  not  suffer.  Bosw^ell  : 
Would  you  eat  your  dinner  that  day,  Sir? 
Johnson  :  Yes,  Sir,  and  eat  it  as  if  he  were  eat- 
ing with  me.  Why,  there's  Baretti,  who  is  to  be 
tried  for  his  life  to-morrow  ;  friends  have  risen    up 

BoswelFs  Life  of  JohDSOS.     Note  in  chap.  xL 
Dated  June  10,  1761,  and  given,  as  are  also  the  other  two 
etters,  in  Boswell's  Life  of  Johnson,  chap  xi. 
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for  him  on  every  side ;  yet  if  he  should  be  hanged, 
none  of  them  will  eat  a  slice  of  plum  pudding  the 
less.  Sir,  that  sympathetic  feeling  goes  a. very  little 
way  in  depressing  the  mind."  ^ 

Then,  to  illustrate  this  judgment  passed  upon 
the  farce  of  human  sympathy,  the  worthy  Doctor 
takes  an  argument  out  of  Boswell's  own  mouth. 
Boswell  says :  "  I  told  him  that  I  had  dined  lately 
at  Foote's,  who  showed  me  a  letter  which  he  had 
received  from  Tom  Davies,  telling  him  that  he  had 
not  been  able  to  sleep  from  the  concern  he  felt  on 
account  of  '  this  sad  affair  of  Baretti/  begging  of 
him  to  try  if  he  could  suggest  anything  that  might 
be  of  service ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  recommend- 
ing to  him  an  industrious  young  man  who  kept  a 
pickle  shop.  Johnson  :  Ay,  Sir,  here  you  have 
a  specimen  of  human  sympathy :  a  friend  hanged, 
and  a  cucumber  pickled.  We  know  not  whether 
Barctti  or  the  pickle-man  has  kept  Davies  from 
sleep  :  nor  does  he  know  himself.  And  as  to  his 
not  sleeping,  Sir,  Tom  Davies  is  a  very  great  man ; 
Tom  has  been  upon  the  stage,  and  knows  how  to 
do  those  things  :  I  have  not  been  upon  the  stage, 
and  cannot  do  those  things.''^ 

But  whatever  was  Johnson's  theory,  his  practice 

^  Bos  well's  Life  of . I  ohnson.     Chap.  xvii.  *  Ibid. 
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in  this  case  proved  that  he  could  throw  his  heart 
into  friendship.  On  the  20th  of  October,  1769, 
the  day  after  the  above  conversation,  Dr.  Johnson 
appeared  as  a  witness,  "for  tlie  only  time  I  suppose 
in  his  life,"  says  BoswelV  to  give  evidence  to  the 
character  of  this  same  Baretti.  It  appears  that  the 
latter  had  stabbed  a  man  in  the  street,  and  that 
he  "was  arraigned  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  murder." 
Boswell  proceeds:  "Never  did  such  a  constellation  of 
genius  enlighten  the  awful  Sessions-house,  emphati- 
cally called  Justice-hall :  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Garrick, 
Mr.  Beauclerk,  and  Dr.  Johnson  ;  and  undoubtedly 
their  favourable  testimony  had  due  weight  with  the 
court  and  jury.  Johnson  gave  his  evidence  in  a 
slow,  deliberate,  and  distinct  manner,  which  was 
uncommonly  impressive.""'  Baretti  was  not  hanged; 
and  if  we  wanted  any  other  motive  than  that  of 
humanity  to  make  us  rejoice  at  his  acquittal,  we 
should  find  it  in  the  interest  inspired  by  the  life- 
like portrait  before  us. 

Baretti  is  seated  in  an  old  arm-chair ;  he  is  a 
plain  man,  dressed  in  a  plain  coat,  and  his  short- 
sightedness is  made  evident  by  the  proximity  of 
the  book  to  his  nose.  But  the  attitude  is  so  true, 
the  style   of  the   picture  so   natural,    that,    were   it 

'   Boswell's  Life  of  Johnson.      Chap.  xvii.  -  Ibid. 
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not  for  the  undivided  attention  he  is  giving  his 
book,  we  might  expect  him  to  put  it  down  for  a 
quiet  chat. 

The  portrait  was  one  of  a  series  painted  by  Sir 
Joshua  for  Mrs.  Thrale  s  library  at  Streatham ;  at 
the  dispersion  of  whicli  it  was  bought  by  Mr. 
Watson  Taylor,  and  at  his  sale  it  passed  to 
the  third  Marquis  of  Hertford.  Lord  Hertford 
afterwards  gave  it  to  Henry  Richard,  Lord  Holland, 
in  exchange  for  a  portrait  of  Lady  Irwin,  Lord 
Hertford's  grandmother.  Baretti,  by  Sir  Joshua,  is 
well  known  from  having  been  engraved  and  ex- 
hibited ;  but  to  us  it  is  more  than  a  mere  portrait 
— it  is  a  friend. 

Lastly,  we  come  to  the  far-famed  picture  of  Lady 
Sarah  Lennox,  Mr.  Fox  (Charles  James),  and  Lady 
Susan  Strangways. 

Lady  Sarah  Lennox,  a  beautiful  girl,  is  leaning 
out  of  a  window  of  Holland  House,  whilst  C.  J. 
Fox,  at  the  time  only  thirteen  or  fourteen  years 
old,  is  walking  below  with  Lady  Susan  Strangways, 
who  offers  a  dove  to  Lady  Sarah.  Of  tlie  three 
figures.  Lady  Sarah's  is  the  most  graceful.  But  the 
charm  of  the  picture,  to  our  mind,  lies  in  the 
originality  of  the  grouping,  and  in  its  subdued, 
hiirmonious  colouring     subdued,  without  l)einpj  mono- 
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tonous,  though  the  proximity  of  the  background,  by 
occasioning  defective  perspective,  makes  a  real  fault 
in  the  composition.  The  inclination  of  Lady  Sarah  s 
head  is  exquisite,  and  her  features  are  fine,  but  do  not 
convey  to  us  the  impression  of  the  beautiful  woman 
we  are  led  to  believe  she  was,  by  the  enthusiasm 
her  beauty  caused.  Ts  it  that  we  are  less  enthusi- 
astic for  beauty  nowadays,  or  is  it  that  her  charm 
lay  in  an  expression  impossible  to  translat<5  upon 
canvas  ?  But  no !  Sir  Joshua  must  have  been  equal 
even  to  that — the  fault  must  be  with  us.  Lady 
Susan  is  not  so  handsome,  nor  is  her  position  so 
graceful;  but  her  delicate  colouring  and  pretty 
drapery  play  their  parts  well  here.  Fox,  in  a  blue 
coat,  contrasting  effectively  with  the  drapery  of  Lady 
Susan,  has  a  paper  in  his  hand,  and  looks  very  old 
for  his  age ;  which  sign  of  the  future  great  states- 
man s  precocity  may  give  additional  interest  to  Sir 
Joshua's  work.  But  even  without  Foxs  presence, 
the  picture  would  be  especially  interesting,  Lady 
Sarah  Lennox  and  Lady  Susan  Strangways  each 
being  the  heroine  of  a  true  romance. 

Lady  Susan  Strangways,  daughter  of  the  first 
Lord  Ilchester,  and  consequently  niece  of  Henry 
Fox,  afterwards  first  Lord  Holland,  and  cousin  of 
Cliarles  James  Fox,  married  Mr.  O'Brien  th(\  actor. 
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Slie  had  evidently  dramatic  propensities ;  for  while 
she  wad  still  a  young  girl,  Walpole  speaks  of  her 
acting  :— 

"  I  was  excessively  amused  on  Tuesday  night ; 
there  was  a  play  at  Holland-house,  acted  by  children ; 
not  all  children,  for  Lady  Sarah  Lenox  and  Lady 
Susan  Strangways  played  the  women.  It  was  *  Jane 
Shore;'  Mr.  Price  (Lord  Barrington's  nephew)  was 
Gloster,  and  acted  better  than  three  parts  of  the 
comedians.  Charles  Fox,  Hastings ;  a  little  Nichols, 
who  spoke  well,  Belmour ;  Lord  Ofaly,  Lord  Ash- 
broke,  and  other  boys,  did  the  rest:  but  the  two 
girls  were  delightful,  and  acted  with  so  much  nature 
and  simplicity,  that  they  appeared  the  very  things 
they  represented.  Lady  Sarah  was  more  beautiful 
than  you  can  conceive,  and  her  very  awkwardness 
gave  an  air  of  truth  to  the  shame  of  the  part,  and 
the  antiquity  of  the  time,  which  was  kept  up  by 
her  dress,  taken  out  of  Montfaucon.  liady  Susan 
was  dressed  from  Jane  Seymour ;  and  all  the  parts 
were  clothed  in  ancient  habits,  and  with  the  most 
minute  propriety.  I  was  infinitely  more  struck  with 
the  last  scene  between  the  two  women  than  ever 
I  was  when  I  have  seen  it  on  the  stage.  When 
Lady  Sainh  was  in-  white,  with  her  liair  about  her 
ears,  and  on  the  ground,  no  Magdalen  by  Correggio 
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was  half  ««»  lovely  and  expressive.  You  would 
have  Ixjeu  charmed  too  with  seeing  ^Ir.  Fox's 
little  boy  [Heniy  Edward],  of  six  years  old,  who 
is  beautiful,  and  acted  the  Bishop  of  Ely,  dressed 
in  lawn  sleeves  and  with  a  square  cap ;  they  hatl 
inserted  two  lines  for  him,  which  he  could  hardly 
speak  plainly.  Francis  had  given  them  a  pretty 
prologue.' 

But  Lady  Susans  acting  proved  a  reality  when, 
one  fine  day,  the  fine  world  was  awakened  with 
the  startling  news  which,  on  the  5th  of  April,  1764, 
Mrs.  Hanis  writes  to  her  son  : — 

*'  The  court  and  assembly's  talk  yesterday  was 
all  of  the  match  of  Lady  Susan  Strangways  and 
O'Brien  the  player.  It  is  said  she  went  out  Saturday 
with  a  servant,  whom,  under  the  pretext  of  ha^'ing 
forgotten  something,  she  sent  back,  and  said  she 
would  wait  in  the  street  till  her  return.  O'Brien 
was  waiting  in  a  hackney-coach,  which  she  got 
into,  and  they  went  to  Covent  Garden  Church, 
and  were  married.  'Tis  a  most  surprising  event, 
as  Lady  Susan  was  everything  that  was  good  and 
amiable;  and  how  she  ever  got  acquainted  with 
this  man   is   not    to    be    accounted  for;    they   say 

^  Horace  Walpole's  Letters.     To  George  Montagu,  Esq.,  Jan. 
22,  176L 
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she  sent  him  200/.  a  little  time  since.  Everybody 
is  concerned  at  this  rash  step.     She  is  of  age."^ 

And  now,  in  part  support  of  everybody  being 
'*  concerned  at  this  rash  step,"  let  us  quote  Horace 
Walpole,  to  the  Earl  of  Hertford  : — 

"  You  will  have  heard  of  the  sad  misfortune  that 
has  happened  to  TiOrd  Ilchester  by  his  daughter's 
marriage  with  O'Brien  the  actor.  But,  perhaps,  you 
do  not  know  the  circumstances,  and  how  much  his 
grief  must  be  aggravated  by  reflection  on  his  own 
credulity  and  negligence.  The  affair  has  been  in  train 
for  eighteen  months.  The  swain  had  learned  to  coun- 
terfeit Lady  Sarah  Bunbury's  hand  so  well,  that  in 
the  country  Lord  Ilchester  has  himself  delivered 
several  of  O'Brien's  letters  to  Lady  Susan  ;  but  it 
was  not  till  about  a  week  before  the  catastrophe 
that  the  family  was  apprised  of  the  intrigue.  Lord 
Cathcart  went  to  Miss  Read's,^  the  paintress  :  sh(^ 
said  softly  to  him,  *My  lord,  there  is  a  couple  in 
next  room  that  J  am  sure  ought  not  to  be  together, 

^  A  Series  of  Letters  of  the  first  Earl  of  ]\ralmcsbury,  his  family 
and  friends,  from  1745  to  1820.  London,  1870. — It  seems  almost 
a  coincidence  that,  appended  to  the  last  mention  of  Lady  Susan 
in  this  letter,  is  a  note :  "  A  beautiful  picture  of  Lady  Susan,  by 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  is  at  Holland  llouse." 

'  Miss  Catherine  Read,  who  did  the  pretty  portrait  of  the 
Gunning  Duchess  of  Hamilton. 
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I  wish  your  lordship  would  look  iu/     He  did,  shut 
the  door  again,  and  went  directly  and  informed  Lord 
Ilchester.     Lady  Susan  was  examined,  flung  herself 
at  her  fathers  feet,   confessed  all,   vowed  to  break 
oflF — but — what   a   but ! — desired  to   see    the    loved 
object,  and  take  a  last  leave.     You  will  be  amazed 
— even  this  was  granted.     The  parting  scene   hap- 
pened the  beginning  of  the  week.     On  Friday  she 
came  of  age,  and  on  Saturday  morning — instead  of 
being  under  lock  and  key  in  the  country — walked 
down  stairs,  took  her  footman,  said  she  was  going  to 
breakfast  with  Lady  Sarah,  but  would  call  at  Miss 
Eead's;  in  the  street,  pretended  to  recollect  a  parti- 
cular cap  in  which  she  was  to  be  drawn,  sent  the 
footman  back  for  it,  whipped  into  a  hackney  chair, 
was   married   at  Covent-gardeu  church,  and  set  out 
for  Mr.  O'Brien's  villa  at  Dunstable.     My  lady — my 
Lady  Hertford !   what  say  you  Xx>  permitting  young 
ladies  to   act  plays,  and  go  to   painters  by  them- 
selves ? 

"  Poor  Lord  Ilchester  is  almost  distracted  ;  indeed, 
it  is  the  completion  of  disgrace — even  a  footman 
were  preferable;  the  publicity  of  the  heros  pro- 
fession perpetuates  the  mortification.  II  ne  sera 
pas  milord^  tout  comvie  un  autre.  I  could  not  have 
believed   that  Lady   Susan   would   have   stooped   so 
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low.  She  may,  however,  still  keep  good  company, 
and  say,  *  nos  numeri  sumus ' — Lady  Mary  Duncan,^ 
Lady  Caroline  Adair,^  Lady  Betty  Gallini^ — the 
shopkeepers  of  next  age  will  be  mighty  well  born. 
If  our  genealogies  had  been  so  confused  four 
hundred  years  ago,  Norborne  Berkeley  would  have 
had  still  more  difficulty  with  his  obsolete  Barony 
of  Bottet^)urt,  which  the  House  of  Lords  at  last  has 
granted  him."* 

The  church  where  the  marriage  took  place  was 
St.  Paul's,  Covent  Garden ;  and  it  is  otherwise 
historically  interesting  since  about  the  year  1G33, 
when  it  was  originally  built  by  Inigo  Jones.  The 
parish  registei's  record  the  baptism  of  Lady  Mary 
Wortley  Montague,  and  the  bui'ials  of  the  notorious 
Robert  Carr,  Earl  of  Somerset ;  Butler,  author  of 
"  Hudibras ; "  Lely,  the  painter ;  Kynaston,  the  actor  ; 
Wycherley,  the  dramatist ;  Wolcott  (better  known  as 
Peter  Pindar),  and  many  others.^ 

*  Daughter  of  the  seventh  Earl  of  Thanet,  married,  in  September 
1763,  to  Doctor  Duncan,  M.D.,  soon  after  created  a  baronet. 

'  Daughter  of  the  second  Earl  of  Albemarle,  married,  in  1750, 
to  Mr.  Adair,  a  surgeon. 

^  Daughter  of  the  third  Earl  of  Abingdon,  married  to  Sir  John 
Galliui. 

*  Horace  AVal pole's  Letters.    To  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  April  12 
17G4. 

^  Murray's  Handbook  for  London. 
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It  Ls  a  disputed  i>oiut  amongst  moralists  and  tbeo- 
logians  whether  retribution  overtakes  a  man  during 
his  life,  or  even  in  a  succeeding  generation.  Let 
those  who  interest  themselves  in  the  matter  note 
that  some  twenty  years  after  a  memlKir  of  the  Fox 
family  had  brought  desolation  into  the  house  of 
Lennox,  one  still  lower,  socially,  than  Sir  Stephen's 
son  contributed  towards  a  similar  catastrophe  in  the 
hous<^.  of  Fox! 

The  beauty  of  Lady  Sarah  has  Wen  commented 
on,  rather  than  described,  by  Henry  Fox,  her  brother- 
in-law,  Ladv  Can^line's  husband,  who  savs :  "Her 
Beautv  is  not  easilv  described,  otherwise  than  bv 
sjiying  She  had  the  finest  Complexion,  most  WautifuU 
ILiir,  and  i>rettyest  Person  that  ever  was  seen,  with 
a  sprightly  and  fine  Air,  a  pretty  Mouth,  and  re- 
markably fine  Teeth,  and  excess  of  Bloom,  in  Her 
Cheeks,  little  Eyes ; "  so  fiir  so  good ;  and  we  dare 
assort  that  if  the  ** little  Eyes"  were  bright,  they 
could,  with  the  assistance  of  so  many  other  advan- 
tages, more  than  pass  muster.  But  this  is  not  all. 
The  same  authority  adds,  as  if  he  felt  himself 
unr«|U:d  to  the  task  of  makiiii;  us  understand 
how  luvi'lv  she  was:  "Init  this  is  not  describincj 
Her,  for  Her  (Jreat  Beauty  was  a  peculiarity  of 
(Vnint«^uance,   that    mad<^    Her   at   the   same   [time] 
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different  from,  and  pretty er  than,  any  other  Girl  I 
ever  saw."  ^ 

She  had  evidently  iDherited  her  l)eauty  from  her 
mother,  who,  while  still  in  the  school-room,  was 
manied,  in  a  truly  ludicrous  manner,  to  Lord 
March.  The  story  is  told  us  hy  her  grandson,  Mr. 
Henry  Napier :  **  My  grandfather,  the  second 
Duke  of  Richmond,  was  one  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Bedchamber  to  King  George  the  second,  who  then 
resided  at  Kensington  Palace :  he  had  been,  as 
was  the  custom  in  those  days,  married,  while  yet 
a  boy,  to  Lady  Sarah  Cadogan,  daughter  of  that 
Lord  Cadogan  who,  as  a  cavalr}^  officer,  distin- 
guished himself  so  much  in  the  Diike  of  Marl- 
borough's wars. 

"Tliis  maiTia<2:e  was  made  to  cancel  a  ffamblinfi: 
debt,  the  young  people's  consent  having  been  the 
last  thing  thought  of:  the  Earl  of  TMaich  was 
sent  for  from  school  and  the  young  Lady  from  her 
nursery ;  a  clergyman  was  in  attendance,  and  they 
were  told  that  they  were  immediately  to  become 
man  and  wife !  The  young  lady  is  not  reported 
to  have  uttered  a  word  ;  the  gentleman  exclaimed  : 
'  lliey    surely    are    not    going    to    many    me    to 

^  Holland  House  MSS.      Memoir  l»y  Henry  Fox,    first  Lord 
Holland. 
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that  dowilf/?'     The  ceremony,  however,  took  phiec,  a 
post-chaise  was  ready  at  the  door,  and  Lord  March 
was    instantly    i>arked   oft'  with  his  Tutor  to  make 
the     '  Grand     lour*    while    his    young    wife    wms 
returned    to    the    care    of    her    Mother,    a    Dutch- 
woman,   daughter    of    William    Munter,    Counsellor 
of  the  Courts  of   Holland.     After  some  years   spent 
abroad,     Lord     March     returned,    a    well-educated, 
handsome    young  man,  hut  with  no   very  agreeable 
recollections   of  his   wife.      Wherefore,   instead  of  at 
once   seeking  his    own    home,    he   went   directly    to 
the    Opera   or   Theatre,    where   he    amused   himself, 
between  the    acts,  in  examining   the  company.     He 
had  not  been  long  occupied    in   this  manner,    w-hen 
a  veiy  young  and  beautiful  woman  more  especially 
struck  his  fancy,  and,  turning  to  a  gentleman  beside 
him,    he    asked    who    she    was.     *  You    must   be   a 
stranger   in    London,'    replied   the   gentleman,    *  not 
to  know  the  toast  of  the  Town,  the  beautiful  Lady 
March !  *     Agreeably  surprised    at    this   intelligence. 
Lord   ^larch  proceeded   to  the  Box,  announced  him- 
self,  and  claimed  his   Bride,  the  very  dowdy  whom 
he   had    so    scornfully  rejected    some    years   before^ 
but  with  whom  he  afterwards  lived  so  happily  that 
she   died   of  a  broken   heart  within  the  year  of  his 
der-rase,  which   took   plat^e    at    (lodalming,  in  Surry, 
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in  August    1750,  when    my    mother   was   only    live 
years  and  a  few  months  old/'  ^ 

This  is  truly  one  of  the  frolics  in  which  Destiny 
every  now  and  then  indulges.  The  young  man, 
married  whether  he  would  or  not,  scarcely  looking 
at  his  bride,  after  one  glance  has  sufficed  to  make 
him  cry  out  against  being  married  to  *Hhat 
dowdy,"  is  meant  later  on  in  life  to  fall  in  love 
with  that  same  "dowdy"  grown  into  a  beauty,  and 
the  two  are  so  happy  together  that  w^hen  he  is 
dead,  incapable  of  living  without  him,  she  follows 
him  to  the  grave.  And  we  see  marriages  every  day 
turn  out  badly,  after  years  of  passionate  love. 

But  the  mother  must  not  make  us  forget  the 
daughter,  on  whose  beautiful  face  we  are  now 
gazing.  The  first  we  learn  of  her  is  a  pretty 
scene  between  King  George  the  Second  and  the 
little  girl  walking  in  Kensington  Gardens.  **My 
grandfather,  as  I  said,"  continues  Mr.  Napier,  "  being 
about  the  Court,  his  children  were  often  taken  to 
walk  in  Kensington  Gardens  by  their  French  or  Swiss 
Governess  to  see  the  Royal  Family  promenade,  as 
they  usually  did,  on  the  broad  walk :  the  children 
could  speak  no  English,  and  on  one  of  these  days 
of  public  procession,  while   the  Governess   and   my 

1    Holland  House  MS?J. 
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aunt,  Lady  Loiiisii  Conolly,  were  quietly  looking 
on,  my  mother,  wlio  was  of  a  lively,  volatile 
disposition,  suddenly  broke  from  the  astonished 
French-woman,  and  bounding  up  to  the  King, 
exclaimed  laughing,  *  Comment  vous  portez-vouSy 
Monsieur  le  Roi^  vous  avez  une  grande  et  belle 
jiutison  iciy  nest'Ce  pctsY'  Old  George  the  Second 
was  delighted  at  this  naivctCy  and  soon  discovering 
who  she  was,  desired  that  she  should  b«  brought 
very  often  to  see  him."  ^ 

And  the  desire  of  the  old  monarch  was  ol)eyed. 
Tiittle  Lady  Sarah  was  taken  frequently  to  amuse 
him.  She  succeeded  :  **  On  one  occasion,"  to  con- 
tinue in  Mr.  Napier's  words,  "after  a  romp  with 
my  mother,  he  [the  King]  suddenly  snatched  her 
up  in  his  arms,  and,  after  depositing  her  in  a 
large  China  Jar,  shut  down  the  cover  to  prove  her 
courage,  l)ut  soon  released  her  when  he  found  that 
the  only  effect  was  to  make  her,  with  a  merry 
Voice,  begin  singing  the  french  song  of  *  Mai- 
bruCy   with  which  he  was  quite  delighted."  "^ 

But  pretty  as  she  was,  romping  on  the  knees  of 
a  King,  she  was  not  to  escape  the  greatest  mis- 
fortune which  can  happen  to  any  one.  Her  mother, 
the   Duchess  of    Richmond,  died    in    1751,    as    we 

1  Holland  House  IVFSS.  -  IbiJ. 
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already  know,  a  year  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 
And  Lady  Sarali,  with  her  sister  Lady  Louisa, 
went  to  Ireland  under  the  charge  of  their  elder 
sister,  Lady  Kildare,  afterwards  Duchess  of  Leinstcr, 
with  whom  she  remained  until  she  was  thirteen 
years  old. 

After  this  we  find  her  within  the  walls  of  Holland 
House,  under  the  guardianship  of  her  eldest  sister, 
Lady  Holland.  Here,  then,  is  Lady  Sarah  growing 
rapidly  out  of  her  childhood — changed  by  years  and 
events,  no  longer  the  mischievous,  frolicsome  little 
girl,  but  merging  into  a  beautiful  and  timid  young 
lady.  George  the  Second  heard  of  her  return  to  the 
vicinity  of  his  Palace,  and,  remembering  the  child 
of  five  years  old  who  had  amused  him  in  days  gone 
by,  he  expressed  a  great  wish  to  see  her.  Lady 
Sarah  accordingly  is  taken  into  his  presence,  and  a 
curious  scene  occurs.  The  old  monarch,  with  the 
young  Prince  of  Wales,  sits  surrounded  by  his 
court.  The  lovely  girl  enters,  shy  of  such  a  circle, 
but  George  the  Second,  forgetting  the  lapse  of 
years,  begins  "  to  joke  and  play  with  her,  as  if  she 
were  still  a  child  of  five  years  old."^ 

Poor  Lady  Sarah  1  How  well  we  can  enter  into 
her  embarrassments!     How  well  we  can  understand 

'  HoUand  Uouse  MSS. 
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the  suddeu  blush  which  overspread  her  cheek !  But 
the  King  does  not  sec  matters  at  all  in  the  same 
light.  He  had  expected  to  be  amused,  and  now  he 
finds  what  to  him  is  a  silly,  silent  miss.  '^Pooh!*' 
he  exclaims,  ^* she's  grown  quite  stupid!'' 

The  same  cause,  however,  can  produce  different 
effects,  and  there  is  amongst  the  spectators  of  this 
scene  one  who  regards  the  embarrassed  air,  the 
blushing  cheek,  the  tremulous  lip,  as  only  addi- 
tional charms  to  her  beauty.  This  spectator  is  the 
future  King  George  the  Thii'd.  Probably,  in  the 
first  instance,  he  was  moved  by  that  *'  pity " 
which  is  "  akin  to  love."  Mr.  Napier,  from  whose 
account  we  have  chiefly  taken  our  story,  tells  us 
the  Prince  of  Wales  was  then  "  sti-uck  with  admira- 
tion and  pity,  feelings  that  ripened  into  an  attach- 
ment w^hich,  as  I  have  been  told,  never  left  him, 
even  in  his  most  unsettled  moments,  until  the  day 
of  his  death ! "  ^  But  whilst  this  feelin^r  was  bei^^in- 
ning.  to  take  possession  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
heart,  Lady  Sarah  herself  seems  to  have  set  small 
stoj-e  by  it.  She  is  described  to  us  as  being  fond 
of  dogs  ;  as  we  shall  later  see,  she  is  said  to  have 
wept  over  the  death  of  a  squirrel  more  than  over 
the    loss    of    a    royal    suitor ;    and    here,    in    this 

'  Holland  House  MSS. 
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picture,  she  is  represented  lidding  out  a  longing 
hand  for  a  dove,  so  that  we  are  led  to  suppose 
her  heart  was  not  yet  given  to  anything  very 
serious.  Her  predilection  for  dumb  pets  seems 
certain ;  as  perhaps  her  preference  for  them  over 
outspoken  mankind ;  but  posterity  can  hardly  judge 
fairly  of  that  most  inexplicable  enigma — a  woman's 
heart.  Her  love  for  dogs  came  perhaps  from  a  con- 
sciousness of  their  fidelity  ;  her  tears  for  the  squiiTel 
may  have  been  shed  to  disguise  those  she  could  not 
restrain  shedding  for  the  lover  who  was  going  to 
plight  his  faith  elsewhere ;  and  her  longing  for  the 
dove  has  about  it  something  too  feminine  and  grace- 
ful to  need  an  apology.  Meanwhile,  George  the 
Second  had  died,  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  become 
King,  and  Lady  Sarah,  arrived  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  was  not  afiected  by  the  change.  Her  great 
charm  in  George  the  Thii-ds  eyes  was,  combined 
with  her  beauty,  her  spirit  of  truthfulness.  Once 
he  pressed  her  to  say  something  and  she  refused, 
because  **it  would  have  been  telling  an  untruth." 
''  But,"  said  the  King,  "  you  would  not  mind  a  white 
lie  ?"  and  she  answered,  "  Yes,  I  would.  Sir.'*  Mr. 
Napier  further  on  adds :  "  The  King  told  somebody 
soon  afterwards  that  he  liked  Lady  Sarah  so  much 
because   she   spoke    her    mind   so  frankly   and   was 
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utterly  devoid  of  guile."  We  douLt  George  the 
Third  himself  being  much  given  to  white  lies,  if 
a  love  of  truth  can  be  proved  by  a  dislike  of 
the  finest  drama.  He  considered  a  great  part  of 
Shakespeare  as  '*  stuff,"  and,  far  from  indulging  in 
pleasures  of  the  imagination,  his  only  amusement 
seems  to  have  been  hunting. 

Mr.  Napier  assures  us  that  the  King  really 
wished  to  marry  her,  and  her  brother-in-law,  Fox, 
has  been  accused  of  plotting  to  make  her  Queen. 
She,  however,  would  appear  to  have  taken  the  matter 
with  unambitious  indifference.  Perhaps  she  was  too 
young  to  be  actuated  by  great  steadiness  of  puq)oso. 
Lady  Susan  Strangways,  who  holds  up  the  dove  in 
Sir  Joshua's  picture,  was  a  great  friend  of  the 
lovely  girl — she  had  not  at  that  time  made  her 
mesalliance — and  she  was  chosen  by  George  III. 
as  an  interpreter  of  his  feelings.  One  evening  at 
a  private  Court  Ball,  when,  according  to  Mr. 
Napier's  account,  Lady  Sarah  was  absent,  the  King 
entered  into  conversation  with  Lady  Susan,  and 
amongst  other  things  asked  her  when  she  meant  to 
leave  Town.  "  I  intend  to  remain  for  the  coronation. 
Sir."  He  answered  that  it  would  be  a  fine  sight, 
but  was  not  yet  to.  take  place  ....  **bnt  there 
will  he  no  coronation  nntil  there  is  a  Queen,  and  I 
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think  your  friend  is  the  fittest  person  for  it ;    tell 
your  friend  so  from  me" 

"When  my  mother  next  saw  him  at  court/'  Mr. 
Napier  continues,  "he  took  her  alone  into  a  recess 
of  one  of  iJie  large  windows  and  said,  *  Has  your 
friend  told  you  of  my  conversation  with  her?' — *  Yes, 
Sir/  *And  what  do  you  think  of  it?  Tell  me, 
for  my  happiness  depends  on  it!' — ^Nothiny,  Sir/ 
was  my  mother's  reply :  upon  which  he  left  her 
abruptly,  exclaiming  pettishly,  *  Nothing  comes  of 
Nothing:  " ' 

The  first  Lord  Holland  gives  us  with  some  vari- 
ations— the  main  point,  however,  agreeing — what 
must  have  been  these  two  conversations.^  It  is 
certain  that  the  King  manifested  a  desire  to  lay  his 
crown  at  Lady  Sarah's  feet,  and  that  the  message 
was  given  to  Lady  Sarah,  who,  like  others  of  her 
sex,  did  not  learn  to  care  for  him  until  the  eve  of 
the  day  which  was  to  see  him  married  to  another. 
As  in  many  a  girl  of  her  own  age,  tenderness  really 
existed  in  her  heart,  l>ut  it  existed  undeveloped. 
Tliere  are  feelings  within  us  which  might  lay  dor- 
mant during  our  whole  lives,  did  not  some  great 
sorrow  or  happini.\ss  call  them  into  action.  Such 
was  the  citsc   with    Lady  Sarah. 

^  Holland  House  M8S.  -  See  Appendix  C. 
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About  this  time  she  had  indulged  iu  a  silly  flir- 
tation with  Lord  Newbottle,  later  fifth  Marquis  of 
Lothian.  She  seemed  to  have  forgotten  the  King, 
his  affection,  Lady  Susan's  message,  and  the  offer 
of  a  crown,  when  she  fractured  her  leg  out  riding 
in  Somersetshire,  which  kept  her  for  a  time  laid 
up  in  great  pain.  Lord  Newbottle  was  reported  to 
have  made  some  unfeeling  jest  about  her  accident, 
w^hile  the  King,  on  the  other  hand,  manifested  genuine 
anxiety  and  devotion,  and  Mr.  Napier  says,  "had 
not  the  impropriety  of  such  a  proceeding  l>een 
strongly  urged  he  would  instantly  have  set  off  to 
visit  her:"  and  Mr.  Fox  (afterwards  Lord  Holland) 
writes  to  Lady  Caroline,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1761  : 
"The  King  ask'd  ConoUy  yesterday  a  hundred 
Questions  about  Lady  Sarah,  wonder 'd  and  was  con- 
cern'd  She  should  be  left  to  the  Care  of  a  Country 
Surgeon.  ConoUy  told  Him  Hawkins  had  been  sent 
to,  and  declard  there  could  be  no  Use  in  his 
going;  that  She  was  very  well,  very  chearfull,  &c., 
H.M.  I  find  enquir  d  very  tenderly."  ^  Was  not  this 
enough  ?  The  spring  was  touched  by  a  tender  hand, 
and  the  door  of  her  heart  flew^  open.  She  returned 
to  the  roof  of  Holland  House,  caring  for  George 
the  Third.     "And,"  observ^es  Lord  Holland  in  bis 

1  Holland  House  MSS. 
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memoir  found  at  Holland  House,  **if  She  now  ever 
thinks  of  Newbottle,  it  is  to  vex  and  hate  herself 
for  the  foolish  transaction  I  before  related," — alluding 
.to  the  untimely  flirtation. 

Horace  Walpole,  in  his  **  Memoirs  of  the  Reign 
of  King  George  III./'  says,  with  his  usual  touch 
of  sarcasm  :  "Though  he  [Fox]  went  himself  to 
bathe  in  the  sea  (possibly  to  disguise  his  intrigues), 
he  left  Lady  Sarah  at  Holland  House,  where  she 
appeared  every  morning  in  a  field  close  to  the 
great  road  (where  the  King  passed  on  horseback) 
in  a  fancied  habit,  making  hay."  ^ 

These  halcyon  days  were  not  to  last  much  longer. 
The  attentions  of  the  King  were  so  marked  that 
considerable  alarm  was  created  amongst  those  of 
Roval  blood,  who  could  not  have  seen  such  a  mar- 
riage  with  equanimity,  and  some  who,  not  of 
Royal  blood,  were  jealous  of  the  Royal  prerogative. 
Amongst  the  latter  was  Lord  Bute  himself.  With 
the  disinterested  calculation  of  northern  climes,  and 
the  calculating  foresight  of  his  own  nature,  he 
anticipated  the  virtuous  indignation  of  society,  and 
threw  his  weight  into  the  scale  for  convention  against 
romance. 

*  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of  King  George  III.     London,  1845. 
Vol.  i.  chap.  V   (1701). 
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One  day,  Lady  Sarali  and  a  friend  of  hers,  Lady 
TJarrington,  were  entering  the  Presence  Chanil)er 
together,  when  poor  Lady  Harrington,  who  had  a 
remarkably  fine  back,  was  suddr^nly  seized  with  a 
prophetic  fear,  and  pulling  Lady  Sarah  aside, 
siiid,  "Do  my  dear  Lady  Sarah  let  me  take  the 
lead  and  go  in  before  you  this  once  ;  for  you  will 
never  have  another  opportunity  of  seeing  my  beau- 
tiful back!"^ 

And  the  King  was  still  the  same — respectful  in 
his  attentions,  and  treating  her  always  with  the 
greatest  possible  delicacy.  Here  we  may  give  an 
example  of  Lady  Sarah's  high  sense  of  honour, 
which  was  becomingly  coupled  with  her  keen  sense 
of  truth.  She  knew  the  name  of  a  courtier  who 
had  spoken  slightingly  of  her,  and  who  had 
advised  the  King  to  pursue  a  course  injurious 
to  herself;  but  she  knew  his  name  under  the 
promise  of  secrecy,  and,  like  "the  Athenian  woman, 
she  w^ould  rather  have  bitten  off  her  tongue  than 
break  her  promise.  Her  son  states  the  fact  thus  : 
"My  mother  never  would  tell  me  the  name  of 
this  worthy  parasite  :  she  had  been  assured,  of  the 
fact  but  promised  secrecy  about  the  name,  and 
ke])t   her   word   so  well   that   although   sixty   yejirs 

^   Ilollaml  House  IMSS. 
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had  passed  away  since  the  event  she  would  not 
swerve  from  it!  The  secret  went  with  her  to  the 
grave !"^  There  is  something  noble  in  the  simplicity 
of  these  words. 

As  for  the  occasion  from  which  they  arose,  the 
King  was  not  likely  to  heed  advice  injurious  to 
Lady  Sarah ;  and  probably  the  same  feeling  of 
honour  which  made  him  respect  her,  made  him 
also  leave  to  his  Privy  Council  the  decision  of  his 
conduct  in  the  matter.  As  might  be  expected, 
the  Privy  Council  gave  the  verdict  against  the 
mesalliance. 

Yes!  But  the  evil  moment  was  pending.  A 
letter  from  Lady  Sarnh  to  her  friend,  the  con- 
fidant of  the  King's  attachment,  brings  the  whole 
stoiy  to  a  conclusion, 

[Juli/  7,  17C1.] 

*'  My  Dearest  Susan, 

*'.  .  .  To  begin  to  astonish  you  as  much  as  I 

was  I  must  tell  you  that  the is  going  to 

be  married  to  a  Princess  of  Mecklembourg  and  that 
I  am  sure  of  it.  There  is  a  Council  to-morrow  on 
purpose.  The  orders  for  it  are  urgent  and  important 
business ;  does  not  your  ChoUar  (sic)  rise  at  hearing 
this  ?     But  you  think  I  dare  say  that  I  have  been 

'   Hi.Uand  House  "MS^S. 
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doing  some  tumble  thing  to  (lesen^e  it  for  you 
would  [not]  easily  l)e  brought  to  change  so  totally 
your  opinion  of  any  person,  but  I  assure  you  I 
have  not.  ...  I  sh<dl  take  care  to  shew  that  I  am 
not  mortified  to  anylxxly,  but  if  it  is  true  that  one 
can  vex  anybody  with  a  resented  cold  manner,  he 
shiill  have  it  I  promise  him.  Now  as  to  what  I 
think  about  it  myself  excepting  this  little  revenge 
I  have  almost  forgiven  him,  luckily  for  me  I  did 
not  love  him,  and  only  liked,  nor  did  the  title 
weigh  anything  with  me.  So  little  at  least  that  my 
disappointment  did  not  affect  my  spirits  above  one 
hour  or  two,  I  believe ;  I  did  not  cry  I  assure 
you  which  I  believe  you  will,  as  I  know  you  were 
more  set  upon  it  than  I  was,  the  thing  I  am  most 
angry  at  is  looking  so  like  a  fool  as  I  shall  for 
having  gone  so  often  for  nothing,  but  I  don't  much 
care,  if  he  was  to  change  his  mind  again  (which 
can't  be  tho')  and  not  give  a  very  very  good 
reason  for  his  conduct  I  would  not  have  him ;  for 
if  he  is  so  weak  as  to  be  governed  by  everybody 
I  shall  have  but  a  bad  time  of  it.  Now  I  charge 
you  Dear  Lady  Sue  not  to  mention  this  to  any- 
body l)ut  1/  and  L^  Ilchester  and  desire  them  not 
to  speak  of  it  to  any  Mortal,  for  it  will  be  said 
we  invent  Storries,  and  he  will  hate  us  all  any  way. 
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for  one  generally  hates  people  that  one  is  in  the 
wrong  with,  and  that  knows  one  has  acted  wrong, 
particularly  if  they  speak  of  it,  and  it  might  do 
a  great  deal  of  harm  to  all  the  rest  of  the  familly 
and  do  me  no  good.  So  pray  remember  this,  for 
a  Secret  among  many  people  is  very  bad  and  I 
must  tell  it  some.  .  .  . 

"We  are  to  act  a  play  and  have  a  little  ball. 
I  wish  you  were  here  to  enjoy  them  ;  but  they  are 
forwarded  for  Ste,  and  to  shew  that  we  are  not  so 
melancholy  quite.  .  .  J 

And  so  it  was.  The  King  had  summoned  his 
Council  on  Wednesday,  July  1,  to  meet  on  the  8th, 
in  order  to  announce  his  marriage  with  Charlotte 
Sophia,  second  daughter  of  Charles  Louis  Frederick, 
Duke  of  Mecklenburg  Strelitz.  Colonel  Graeme,  a 
Jacobite,  who  had  been  out  in  the  '45,  had  been 
sent  privately,  as  a  traveller,  to  visit  various  little 
Protestant  Courts,  and  report  on  the  several  un- 
married Princesses.  It  was  on  his  testimony  that 
Princess  Charlotte  was  chosen ;  and,  in  consequence 
of  his  embassy,  Hume  said  afterwards  to  him, 
"Colonel  Graeme,  I  congratulate  you  on  having 
exchanged    the    dangerous    employment    of   making 

'  Holland  House  MSS.   Copy  of  letter  from  Lady  Sarah  Lonii«)x 
to  Lady  Susan  Strangways  (afterwards  O'Brien). 
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Kings,  for  the  more  lucrative  province  of  making 
Queens."  ^  But  the  King's  engagement  was  no  joke  ; 
and  one  need  not  wonder  that  he  was  confused 
when  he  and  liady  Sarah  met,  on  Thursday,  July 
the  16th.  "She  answered  short;  with  dignity  and 
gravity,  and  a  cross  Look,  neither  of  which  things 
are  at  all  natural  to  her."  '^  Of  her  very  inmost 
feelings  then,  we  can  know  nothing ;  but  Mr.  Fox 
seems  to  think  she  met  the  Kin^i^'s  chan^i^e  with  indif- 
ference:  "To  many  a  Girl  H.  M.'s  Behaviour  had 
been  very  vexatious.  But  L^  Sarah's  Temper  and 
affections  are  happily  so  flexible  and  light  that  the 
sickness  of  her  Squirrel  immediately  took  up  all  her 
Attention,  and  when  in  spite  of  her  nursing  it 
dy'd  I  believe  it  gave  her  more  concern  than 
H.  M.  ever  did.  That  Grief  however  soon  gave 
way  to  the  care  of  a  little  Hedge-Hog  that  She 
sav'd  from  destruction  in  the  field  and  is  now 
her  favourite."^ 

A  painful  ordeal  was,  however,  in  store  for  her. 
She  was  selected  as  one  of  the  bridesmaids  who 
were  to  accompany  the  bride  to  the  altar,  but  a 
bride    who,    through    life,    showed    her    the    most 

*  Horace  Walpolo  :  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of  King  George  III. 
London,  1845.     Vol.  i.  chap.  v. 

*  Holland  House  MSS.     Henry  Fox's  Memoir.  ''  Ibid. 
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unvarying  kindness.  The  marriage  took  place  on 
the  8th  of  September,  1761;  and  Walpolc,  writing 
.  about  the  bridesmaids,  says,  they  "  were  beautiful 
figures."  He  adds,  however,  somewhat  incompre- 
hensibly, "  With  neither  features  nor  air.  Lady  Sarah 
was  by  far  the  chief  angel."  ^ 

At  the  Royal  marriage  a  scene  occurred  at  which 
some  might  smile,  but  which  must  have  cost  Lady 
Sarah  a  secret  pang.  Mr.  Napier  writes : — "  The 
King  appeared  mentally  absent  but  never  took  his 
eyes  oflf  Lady  Sarah  duiing  the  whole  ceremony ; 
the  Queen,  then  and  ever  after  was  very  gracious 
and  attentive  to  my  mother;  but  as  all  the  young 
Bridesmaids  were  drawn  up  in  a  line  near  her 
Majesty,  with  Lady  Sarah  at  their  head  very 
richly  dressed,  Lord  Westmoreland,  a  very  old 
Jacobite  follower  of  the  Pretender's,  who  was  pur- 
blind>  and  had  never  appeared  at  Court  since  the 
Hanoverian  succession,  was  persuaded  by  his  friends 
to  honour  the  marriage  of  a  native  Monarch  by  his 
presence.  Passing  along  the  line  of  ladies,  and 
seeing  but  dimly,  he  mistook  my  Mother  for  the 
Queen,  plumped  down  on  his  knees  #.nd  took  her 
hand  to  kiss !  She  drew  back  startled,  and  deeply 
colouring,   exclaimed,    '  I   am    not   the  Queen,   Sir.' 

1  Walpole'8  Letters.     To  the  Hon.  H.  S.  Conway,  Sepi  9,  17G1. 
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This  little  incident  created  a  laugh  and  a  little 
gossip;  and  when  George  Selwyn  heard  of  it,  he 
comically  enough  observed,  '  0 !  you  know  he 
always  loved  Pretenders.'"^ 

In  1762,  Latly  Sarah  married  Sir  Charles  Bun- 
bury,  who  represented  Suffolk  in  Pai-liament  for 
twenty-five  years,  and  who  was  mentioned  in  a 
satire  at   Spa  in  the  following  distich  : — 

''For  as  for  the  Shrowsbury's,  and  aU  such  trumpery, 
To  them  she  prefers  her  black-legged  Lunburj." 

Her  second  husband  was  Colonel  George  Napier, 
son  of  the  fourth  Lord  Napier. 

Years  after  George  III.'s  marriage,  at  a  perform- 
ance of  Mrs.  Pope,  the  actress,  who  was  considered 
very  much  like  Lady  Sarah,  he  said  to  Queen 
Charlotte:    '* She  is  like  Lady  Sarah  still" 

A  copy'  of  a  note  by  George  Tierney  found  in 
Holland  House,  gives  us  one  melancholy  glimpse  at 
the  old  age  of  Lady  Sarah  and  her  Eoyal  admirer, 
and  fixes  on  their  story  a  seal  of  pathos : — 

>  Holland  House  MSS. 

'  J.  H.  Jesse :  George  Selwyn  and  his  Contemporaries.  (Letter 
from  Sir  C.  Bunbury,  Aug.  10,  1767.) 

^  According  to  the  heading,  this  is  a  copy  of  a  note  written 
by  Tierney  at  the  end  of  Lord  Holland's  copy  of  his  grandfather's 
(MS.)  memoirs. 
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"  I  attended  St.  James's  Church  in  the  Spring  of 
the  year  1814  to  hear  a  Charity  Sermon  preached 
by  the  Dean  of  Canterbury,  Dr.  Andrews,  for  the  . 
benefit  of  an  Infirmary  established  for  the  cure  of 
Diseases  of  the  Eye.  In  the  conclusion  of  his 
Discourse  the  Dean  described  the  origin  and  ob- 
ject of  that  institution,  and  stated  it  to  have  been 
established  about  the  time  when  His  Majesty's 
sight  began  to  fail,  and  to  have  been  sanctioned 
and  supported  by  His  royal  protection  from  a  sense 
of  the  miseries  he  began  to  experience  firom  the 
loss  of  sight,  and  a  charitable  desire  to  prevent 
(particularly  amongst  the  poorer  classes  of  His 
subjects)  the  progress  of  so  severe  a  calamity. 

"  The  impressive  eloquence  by  which  Dr.  Andrews 
is  distinguished  was  powerfully  exerted  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  the  efiect  of  the  Eulogium  pronounced  on 
The  King  was  greatly  heightened  by  the  recollection 
that  His  Majesty  was  at  that  time,  in  addition  to 
his  other  misfortunes,  totally  and  incurably  blind. 

**  On  the  seat  immediately  before  me  sat  an 
elderly  lady  who  appeared  to  be  deeply  affected 
by  the  whole  of  this  part  of  the  Discourse.  She 
wept  much,  and  as  she  evidently  took  a  more  than 
ordinary  interest  in  all  she  heard,  she  attracted  my 
notice  in  no  slight  degree,  and  the  more  so,  when, 
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tlio  srrvice  being  conclutled,  I  observed  that  she 
herself  was  (|uite  helpless  from  the  entire  loss  of 
sMit,  and  was  oblim*d  to  be  led  out  of  Church. 
Y<>u  nuiy  ask  why  I  have  introdueed  this  account 
at  the  close  of  a  political  Memoir  to  which  it  seems 
to  have  so  little  reference,  but  I  think  you  will 
acknowledtxi*  that  1  have  not  acted  altogether  with- 
out  cause,  when  I  tell  you,  that  the  tears  which  I 
saw  thus  shed  in  commiseration  to  the  sufferings 
of  the  King,  fell  from  the  eyes  of  the  very  Lady 
Sarah  whoso  ciirly  influence  over  His  Majesty's  affec- 
tions, the  preceding  pages  record. 

.  G.  T."  ' 

She  died  on  the  20th  of  August,  1826,  and, 
according  to  Mr.  Nai)ier,  preserved  her  beauty  in 
her  complexion  until  the  end.'  '*She  was,"  says 
Jesse,  "probably  the  last  surviving  great-grand- 
daughter of  Charles  the  Second."'^ 

Of  the  remaining  portrait  in  this  picture  we  say 

nothing :    we   have  talked  elsewhere  of  C.  J.   Fox, 

.    and  so  has  history.     We  conclude  our  digression  by 

the  graceful  and  filial  words  with  which  Mr.  Napier 

concludes  his  account : — 

*  See  Appendix  I). 

=  Holland  House  MSS. 

'  J.  H.  Jesse:  George  Selwyn  and  his  Contemporaries. 
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*'  She  [Lady  Sarah]  had  a  sharp  wit,  a  penetrating 
judgment,  a  rapid  penetration  into  people  s  real  cha- 
racters, great  moral  and  physical  courage,  extreme 
frankness,  no  affectation,  great  tenderness  of  heart, 
extreme  humility,  and  not  an  atom  of  deceit.  No 
fool,  although  she  refused  a.  crown ! 

"  I  have  preserved  this  fragment  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  my  children  when  I  am  gone,  and  they  may 
be  assured  that  if  my  beloved  Mother  had  been 
cursed  with  a  single  grain  of  artfulness  or  attracted 
by  a  silly  ambition  unconnected  wnth  more  generous 
feelings  and  sentiments,  or  had  used  her  influence  in 
any  way  to  counteract  the  machinations  of  her  secret 
opposers  about  the  King,  or  in  short  acted  otherwise 
than  in  strict  accordance  with  truth,  singleminded- 
ness,  and  the  natural  unsuspiciousness  of  her  cha- 
racter, she  might  by  her  powder  over  the  King's 
affections  have  baffled  all  the  intriguers  against 
her  and  ascended  the  British  Throne." 


On  an  easel  in  the  Sir  Joshua  Room  is  >vhat 
might  nearly  be  called  a  miniature  rei)resentation 
of  the  masterpiece  we  have  just  been  admiring. 
It  is  supposed  to  be  the  original  sketch  of  this 
picture,  and  was  given  by  General  Fox. 

There  are  some  differences  of  detail  in   the   two 
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pictures ;  and  it  is  interesting  to  examine  whether 
these  differences  always  in  the  larger  picture  re- 
present improvementa ;  for  in  art,  as  in  the  minor 
concerns  of  life,  the  first  ideas  may  sometimes  be 
the   best 

Pictures  are  not  the  only  works  of  art  in  the 
Sir  Joshua  Room.  There  are  also  five  charming 
Terra  Cotta  groups,  by  Pinelli,  ranging  in  dates 
from  1825  to  1834,  which  deserve  more  than  a 
passing  glance.  We,  however,  only  here  give  them 
a  passing  mention. 
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Many  are  the  changes  which  in  England  may  be 
rung  upon  Dinnera.  There  are  lawyers'  dinners, 
which,  by  some  indirect  means,  help  lawyers  to  be 
"  called  to  the  bar."  There  are  hospital  dinners, 
which,  even  if  they  tend  in  one  way  to  the  increase 
of  certain  patients,  tend  likewise  to  the  comfort 
and  cure  of  others.  There  are  ministerial  dinners, 
at  which  the  very  articles  ministering  to  the  diners' 
luxury  may  be  doomed  to  insidious  taxation ;  for 
however  far  England  may  be  on  the  road  to  a  "  free 
breakfast-table,"  9.  free  dinner-table  is  still  hidden  in 
an  invisible  distance.  In  short,  there  are  all  kinds  of 
dinners  and  for  many  sorts  of  occasions  ;  and  without 
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further  examples,  it  may  be  said  that,  in  Enghind, 
Dinner  is  a  grand  institution.  John  Bull  is  ready 
to  sacrifice  a  gi-eat  deal  in  a  good  cause.  But  ask 
him  to  give  up  his  dinner  in  any  cause,  and  you 
take  away  his  breath, — )wt  his  appetite.  A  dinner 
also  is  his  great  civility.  lie  is  introiluced  to  a 
man,  and  his  first  thought  is,  "I  must  ask  this 
fellow  to  dinner."  It  is  a  curious  fact^  however, 
that  in  a  country  where  dinner  is  a  sociable, 
as  well  as  a  social,  institution,  the  Dining  Room 
should  be  generally  the  most  melancholy  room 
in  the  house.  Really  it  might  be  suspected 
that  the  picture  of  an  English  dining  room  was 
running  in  the  head  of  the  Frenchman  who 
is  supposed  to  have  written  of  the  English  :  Ih 
s'amiLSoient,  d  kt  mode  de  leur  ixiys^  moult 
tristemenL 

But  in  Holland  House  the  Dining  Room  has  a 
pleasant,  convivial  appearance,  and  we  hope  that 
to  a  certain  extent  the  woodcut  we  give  comes  to 
the  corroboration  of  our  words.  Besides  many  like- 
nesses speaking  to  us  from  its  crimson  damask  walls, 
it  has  a  sideboard  rich  and  glittering  with  venerable 
family-plate,  a  great  looking-glass  in  which  a  merry 
party  may  have  the  satisfaction  of  finding  itself 
repeated,  and  a  gay  china  closet,  filled  mostly  from 
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the  East.  This  Dining  Room,  therefore,  by  a  happy 
contradiction,  is  cheerful ;  and  yet,  by  a  strange 
contradiction,  in  it  was  enacted  a  melancholy  scene. 
The  majesty  of  Death  once  occupied  this  room.  Here 
Addison  breathed  his  last.  It  is  the  well-known 
story.  Time's  hand  afterwards  seemed  to  sweep 
away  the  remembrance  with  the  fact.  A  younger 
generation  sat  there  and  laughed  a  joyous  laugh, 
destined  also  to  be  silenced  by  the  grave ;  but  taken 
up  so  soon  by  another,  that  the  new  one  seemed 
only  the  echo  of  the  first. 

We  have  elsewhere  given  the  two  versions  of 
Addison's  death.^  But  whether  he  died  **  as  a  Chris- 
tian," or  whether  he  died  "of  brandy,"  in  what  is 
now  the  gay  Dining  Room  of  Holland  House,  there 
the  great  man  died. 

Les  jours  se  suivent  et  ne  se  ressemblent  pus ! 

The  first  picture  we  shall  mention  in  the  Dining 
Room  is  a  full-length  portrait  of  Lady  Louisa 
ConoUy,  sister  to  Lady  Sarah  Lennox,  and  to 
Caroline,  first  Lady  Holland.  It  is  painted  by 
Ramsay,  and  belonged  formerly  to  a  series  of  full- 
length  portraits  in  what  used  to  be  the  Gallery, 
what  is  now  the  Library,  of  Holland  House.     Lady 

*  VoL  I.  chap.  L  p.  26. 


7S  HOLLAND    HOUSE.  [CB. 


Lfouisa  id  staiidiug,  her  right  ami  resting  on  a 
pedestal,  and  she  holds  some  grapes  in  her  right 
hand.  The  position  is  perhaps  unnatural,  and  one 
hanlly  knows  why  she  is  out  of  doors  in  the  costume 
she  has  on.  But  the  costume  is  pretty,  and  so  is 
the  landscape.  Her  long,  old-fashioned  bodice  and 
her  wTeath  of  roses  look  very  well  even  with  the 
background  of  trees  :  and  her  fine  forehead,  pretty 
fiice,  well-chiselled  features,  and  delicate  colouring, 
would  look  well  anywhere. 

Although  we  have  just  left  the  Sir  Joshua  Room, 
we  hail  with  delight  one  more  of  Sir  Joshua's 
works,  a  portrait  of  the  first  Lady  Holland.  Here 
we  have  another  charming  costume.  It  is  a  costume, 
too,  which  shows  the  artist's  power  in  drapery. 
From  the  transparent  shawl  on  the  sitter's  neck 
to  the  heavy  piece  of  fancy-work  in  her  hand, 
and  the  thick  fluted  ribl)on  round  her  throat — all 
is  true  and  delightful. 

Then  we  would  notice  Lady  Fox,  Sir  Stephen 
Fox's  second  wife ;  and  by  the  side  of  her, 
Sir  Stephen  himself,  the  founder  of  the  family. 
Lady  Fox's  portrait  is  painted  by  Kneller — Sir 
Stephen's  by  Lely.  Both  pictures  are  about  three- 
quarters  length. 

It  stands  to  reason  that  pictures  by  Kneller  and 


XXI.]  LADY  FOX  NEE  HOPE.  79 


Lely  must  be  good.  But  it  does  not  follow  as  a 
consequence  that  they  must  be  perfect  likenesses. 
If,  however,  Kneller  has  not  flattered  Lady  Fox, 
we  may  arrive  at  one  conclusion:  that  although 
when  Sir  Stephen  married  her  his  sight  may  have 
been  dim  from  his  seventy-six  years  of  age,  it  was 
yet  powerful  enough  to  discern  good  looks.  It  is 
recounted  that  Miss  Hope,  who  was  a  general 
favourite  in  Sir  Stephen's  family,  was  with  them  one 
day  when  a  letter  was  brought  in  addressed  "  Lady 
Fox.'*  "  Lady  Fox !  and  who  can  that  mean  ? " 
was  the  general  exclamation.  Miss  Hope  arose  and 
answered :  "  I  think  the  letter  is  meant  for  me." 
And  no  one  challenged  the  idea,  which  was  soon 
turned  into  a  reality  by  Miss  Hope  becoming  truly 
Lady  Fox. 

We  do  not  know  whether  such  an  experiment 
had  been  tried  before.  It  may  possibly  be  sug- 
gestive in  future ! 

A  charming  portrait  of  a  handsome  woman  hold- 
ing a  dog  on  her  lap — Elizabeth  Lady  Holland,  by 
Fagan.  It  would  be  difficult  for  mere  words  to 
give  a  just  idea  of  the  exquisite  delicacy  and  grace 
displayed  in  this  picture.  The  annexed  steel  en- 
graving will,  we  trust,  do  for  Fagan's  work  of  art 
that  in  which  our  language  would  fail. 
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Heury,  third  Marquis  of  Lansdowne:   a   portrait 
after  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence. 

There  are  in  the  public  life  of  a  great  man  certain 
landmarks  which  one  is  supposed  to  know  as  one 
would  know  a  chronological  table  of  English  or 
French  Sovereigns.  Thus  we  say :  Henry  Petty 
was  bom  in  1780,  and  was  educated  at  West- 
minster. He  studied  at  Edinburgh  under  Dugald 
Stewart;  took  his  degree  at  Cambridge  in  1801; 
and  shortly  after  attaining  his  majority  sat  for 
Calne.  His  maiden  speech  was  on  the  subject  of 
the  Bank  Restriction  Act,  but  he  made  a  more  im- 
portant one  in  the  debate  respecting  the  conduct  of 
Lord  Melville  as  Treasurer  of  the  Navy.  He  proved 
his  loyalty  to  Fox  by  refusing  oflSce  under  Pitt,  and 
was  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  Cabinet  of 
"All  the  Talents."  He  contested  successfully  against 
Lord  Palmerston  a  seat  for  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  and  lost  the  same  seat  on  the  Catholic 
Emancipation  questioq.  After  that  he  represented 
Camelford.  But  it  is  not  as  a  statesman  that  we 
would  here  commemorate  his  name  ;  or  even  as 
a  devoted  adherent  of  Charles  James  Fox.  Lord 
Lansdowne  was  a  man  eminently  calculated  to  charm 
society,  and  to  shine  amongst  great  men.  He  un- 
derstood art  and  encouraged  it;  he  admired  genius 
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aud  protected  it.  Kind  aiid  clever,  generous  and 
just,  to  know  him  was  to  love  and  revere  him. 
While  he  contributed  to  the  happiness  of  many  a 
humble  home,  he  was  warmly  welcomed  in  the 
most  brilliant  society.  What  presence  better  than 
his  could  add  to  the  intellectual  fire  of  Holland 
House?  AVho  better  than  he  could  appreciate  the 
beauties  of  art  therein  contained  ?  Married  to  Lady 
Louisa  Strangways,  daughter  of  Lord  Ilchester,  and 
cousin  of  the  third  Lord  Holland,  he  found  in  his 
wife  a  fit  sharer  of  his  tastes.  By  them  Bowood 
was  made  a  very  gallery  of  Fine  Arts,  and  Lans- 
downe  House  could  be  spoken  of  in  a  breath  with 
Holland  House,  where  the  name  of  Henry  Petty, 
third  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  should  always  be 
honoured. 

Watts  completes  the  collection  of  family  pictures 
in  this  room  by  two  portraits  of  the  present  Lady 
Holland.  One  is  only  a  head.  But  a  pretty  head 
by  a  great  hand  makes  a  successful  picture. 

The  other  is  full-length ;  and  we  hope  we  are  not 
over  Boswellian  in  saying  that  Watts  pronounces 
this  his  finest  piece  of  colouring.  On  a  canvas 
which  measures  85  inches  by  61,  Lady  Holland 
is  represented  as  standing  in  a  corner  of  the  Gilt 
Room.     The  massive  plaits  of  her  auburn  hair  are 
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uvz  is  c:»H>l.  t};v  arraiii'rnivLr  ♦•::^.::ive :  and  as  for 
ill','  ri.»l'.»ui"i!.ir :  Wi;:tr  is  dirk,  is  ri-h  :  what  is  liirht, 
is  j»iHv  :   wlmt   i-s  -^hade.   is  hami'>iii«»u.s. 

Next,  wi-  pass  tM  t\v>  likoLi'.ss -s  VK-f^re  which  we 
would  jriu-e.  Th».y  are  th«»se  «»f  two  men  with 
whom  we  are  already  ac-iuainted,  and  who  were 
frequent  visitors  at  Holland  House:  Tom  Moore, 
by  Shee  ;  and  R'Krcrs,  by  Hoppner. 

Shee  was  an  Irish  portrait-painter  of  distinction, 
who,  in  1S30,  succeeded  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence  as 
President  of  the  Aca(h.mv,  and  was  kniirhted.  He 
rarely    painted    anythinj::    Init    portraits.      Here    he 
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has  depicted  his  countryman  with  the  humour  of 
his  country.  But  though  the  said  countryman 
was  not  lacking  in  humour,  there  was  a  time 
when  he  wanted  the  assurance  which  humour 
might,  by  those  who  have  it  not,  be  supposed 
to  give. 

It  is  interesting  to  read  Moore's  account  of  his 
natural  embarrassment  at  appearing  before  an  arena 
of  literary  judges  assembled  in  Holland  House  after 
the  appearance  of  his  Parody  of  the  Prince's  letter, 
and  before  its  authorship  was  known. 

In   1812  he  writes  thus  to  his  mother: — 

"  Saturday, 

"My  dearest  Motheu. 

"  I  never  had  such  a  flatlerimj,  but  embarrass- 
ing scene  as  yesterday.  I  dined  at  J^ord  Holland's, 
and  there  were  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord  Grey, 
Lord  Morpeth,  &c.  Their  whole  talk  was  about 
my  poem,  without  having  the  least  idea  that  I 
had  written  it :  their  praises,  their  curiosity  about 
the  author,  their  guesses,  &e.,  would  have  been 
exceedingly  amusing  to  me,  if  there  had  been  no 
one  by  in  the  secret ;  but  Lord  Holland  knew  it, 
which  made  me  a  good  deal  puzzled  how  to  act. 
Nothing  for   a   long  time   has   made   such  a  noise. 

G  2 
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The  copy  I  had  for  you  has  been  forcibly  taken 
away  from  me  by  Lord  Holland  this  morning;  but 
I  dare  say  it  will  be  in  the  papers  to-day  or 
to-morrow,  and  at  all  events  I  will  not  close  this 
letter  till  I  try  whether  I  can  get  Rogers's  copy, 
or  Lord   Byron's,  for  you."  * 

Our  readei-8,  however,  may  prefer  a  few  hitherto 
uiipublislied  samples  of  his  mind ;  and  we  would 
fain  hope  that,  however  insignificant,  any  original 
r'ontribution  from  Moore's  pen  will  not  be  devoid 
of  interest.  Here  is  a  letter  he  wrote  to  Lord 
Holland  in   1812  :— 

*'  I  am  afraid  your  Lordship  does  not  care  much 
al)0ut  Music,  and  there  is  nothing  else  worthy  of 
your  notice  in  the  Melologue,  which  I  have  the 
honour  of  sending  to  you — except  perhaps  two 
or  three  common-places  about  Liberty,  which,  as 
ypplied  to  Spain,  I  rather  think  you  will  not  dis- 
approve of. 

"I  also  venture  to  send  for  your  perusal  a 
Pamphlet,  which,  from  the  narrow  range  of  its  cir- 
culation, has  never,  I  dare  say,  reached  your  Lord- 
ship's eye — ^the  only  claim  it  has  upon  your  atten- 
tion, and  the  only  reason  I  have  for  troubling  you 
with   it,   is   the  manner   in   which  ow€  name^  every 

*  Russell :  Moore's  Diary  and  Correspondence.    (Letter  164.) 
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way  dear  to  you,  is  introduced  in  it.  For  the 
rest,  I  only  tried  it  as  an  exercise  in  a  style  of 
writing  very  new  to  me,  and  I  regret  and  recant 
most  heartily  some  of^  the  sentiments  against 
Whiggism,  which  it  contains — but  I  went  to  it  hot 
from  reading  Bolingbroke,  the  Craftsman,  &c.  &c. 

"  If  your  Lordship  will  but  accept  it,  as  a  mark 
of  my  respect,  and  not  think  me  presumptuous  in 
the  manner  of  offering  it,  you  will  make  me  very 
happy. 

"I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  Very  much  your  obliged  Serv\ 

**  Thomas  Mooke. 

"27,  BuKY  St.,  Tuesday:' ^ 

But  now,  flying  ofi*  from  1812  to  1821,  we  will 
give  some  extracts,  bearing  upon  Holland  House, 
from  Moore's  published  Diary.  The  first  oflbrs  a 
characteristic  account  of  Elizabeth,  Lady  Holland, 
in  her  comments  upon  **Lalla  Rookh." 

From  the  diary  of  T.  Moore,  June  28th,  1821  :  — 
"Called  on  the  Hollands  :  both  very  gracious:  wanted 
me  to  stay  to  dinner,  as  my  agreement  with  Lord 

^  It  is  worthy  of  note  that,  in  the  original  MS.,  '*  some  of "  is 
an  interlineation;  as  il^  on  looking  through  what  ho  had  written, 
Moore  wanted  to  retract  part  of  his  recantation. 

»  Holland  House  MSS. 
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John  and  Fazakorley  was  ofF,  but  I  had  promised 
the  Storys  to  go  to  the  fete  at  Bt^aiijon  in  the 
evening.  Lord  II.  praised  'Lalla  Rookh '  very 
warmly ;  and  my  Lady  declared  that,  in  spite  of 
her  objection  to  Eastern  things,  she  must,  some 
time  or  other,  read  it  hci-self.  Said  she  also  hated 
Northern  subjects,  which  Lord  II.  remarked  was 
unlucky,  as  the  only  long  poem  he  had  ever  written 
was  in  that  region." 

The  next  extracts  bring  us  to  the  subject  of  Byron's 
Memoirs,  which  sul)ject  here  becomes  very  interest- 
ing. For  amongst  ^loore's  manuscript,  and  we  believe 
hitherto  unpublished,  letters  at  Holland  House,  there 
is  that  which,  though  it  may  not  much  enlarge  the 
field  of  our  knowledge,  yet  throws  corroborative 
light  upon  some  details  already  known.  Indeed, 
more  than  one  of  these  letters  are  directly  alluded 
to  in  the  published  Diary. 

July  6th,  1821. — **By  the  bye,  I  yesterday  gave 
Lady  Holland  Lord  Byron's  *  Memoirs '  to  read ; 
and  on  my  telling  her  that  I  rather  feared  he  had 
mentioned  her  name  in  an  unfair  manner  some- 
where, she  said,  '  Such  things  give  me  no  uneasiness : 
I  know  perfectly  well  my  station  in  the  world ;  and 
I  know  all  that  can  be  said  of  me.  As  long  as 
the  few  friends  that  I  really  am  sure  of  speak  kindly 
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of  me  (and  I  would  not  believe  the  contrary  if  1 
saw  it  in  black  and  white),  all  that  the  rest  of  the 
world  can  say  is  a  matter  of  complete  indifference 
to  me/" 

Nov.  4th,  1821. — "The  Blessiugtons  drove  me  to 
Holland  House  and  waited  for  me.  Read  Byron's 
verses  to  Lord  and  Lady  H.  and  Allen ;  much 
struck  by  them,  but  advised  me  not  to  have  any 
hand  in  printing  them.  Lord  H.  expressed  some 
scruples  about  my  sale  of  Lord  B.'s  'Memoirs;' 
said  he  wished  I  could  have  got  the  2000  guineas 
in  any  other  way ;  seemed  to  think  it  was  in  cold 
blood  depositing  a  sort  of  quiver  of  poisoned  arrows 
(this  more  the  purport  than  the  words  of  what  he 
said)  for  a  future  warfare  upon  private  character ; 
could  not,  however,  remember,  when  I  pressed  him, 
anything  that  came  under  this  strong  description, 
except  the  reported  conversation  with  3iladame  de 
Staol,  and  the  charge  against  Sir  Samuel  Romilly, 
which,  if  false,  may  be  neutralised  by  furnishing 
me  with  the  means  of  putting  the  refutation  on 
record  with  the  charge.  .  .  .  Thrown  into  consider- 
able anxiety  and  doubt  by  what  Lord  H.  said  this 
morning.  Detennined,  if  on  consideration  it  appears 
to  me  that  I  could  be  faii'ly  charged  with  anything 
wrong    or    unworthy    in    thus    disposing    of     the 
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'Memoirs/  to  throw  myself  on  the  mercy  of 
Murray,  and  prevail  on  him  to  rescind  the  deed, 
having  it  in  my  power,  between  the  500Z.  I  have 
left  in  his  hands.  Lord  L/s  7iOL  and  Lord  John's 
200i.,  to  pay  him  back  near  three-fourths  of  his 
2000/.     Lay  awake  thinking  of  it." 

Nov.  5th. — "Decided  upon  leaving  the  whole 
transaction  as  it  is  at  present  Wrote  a  long  letter 
to  Lord  Holland,  expressing  all  I  had  felt  and 
thought  since  I  saw  him  ;  the  decision  I  had  come 
to,  and  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  it :  found 
myself  easier  after  this."* 

Now  we  come  to  the  "long  letter"  just  men- 
tioned : — 


*' Monday,  November  5,  1821. 

"Dear  Lord  Holland, 

"What  you  said  yesterday  about  the  sale  of 
Lord  B.'s  Memoirs  made  so  strong  an  impression 
upon  me,  that  my  thoughts  have  been,  ever  since, 
occupied  upon  the  subject;  and  it  was  my  resolu- 
tion— ^if,  after  an  honest  consideration  of  the  trans- 
action, it  appeared  to  me  that  I  could  be  fairly 
thought    to    have    done    any  thing   wrong    or   un- 

^  Russell :  Diary  and  CorrespoDdence  of  Thomas  Moore. 
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worthy  in  thus  disposing  of  these  papers — to  prevail 
upon  Murray  (which  I  could  easily  have  done)  to 
cancel  the  deed  between  us  and  take  back  the  money 
he  had  paid,  having  it  in  my  power,  from  the  kind- 
ness of  Lord  Lansdowne  and  Lord  John  Eussell, 
to  refund  nearly  the  whole  of  the  sum  without 
much  inconvenience  to  me.  After  the  most  anxious 
consideration,  however,  I  see  so  little  change  eflfectcd 
in  the  original  state  of  the  case  by  my  late  arrange- 
ment  with  Murray,  that  I  cannot  perceive  any 
necessity  for  retracing  the  steps  I  have  taken.  In 
the  first  place,  my  depositing  the  MS.  in  Murray's 
hands  neither  increases  the  certainty  of  publication 
nor  hastens  the  time  of  it ;  and  in  the  next  place, 
I  had  already  pledged  myself  to  Lord  B)rron  to 
be  the  Editor,  in  case  I  should  survive,  of  these 
papers,  leaving  a  part  of  them  in  their  present 
state  and  exercising  my  discretion  over  the  rest. 
....  The  alleged  mistatement  of  Sir  S.  Eomilly's 
conduct  may  be  easily  remedied  by  furnishing  me 
with  the  means  of  contradicting  it,  and  with  respect 
to  any  charge  against  Mr.  Brougham  (though  I  do 
not  remember  that  any  such  exists  in  the  work) 
I  can  answer  for  his  seeing  all  that  is  said  about 
him  and  thereby  having  an  opportunity  of  correct- 
iDg  any  misrepresentation.  .  .  . 
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The  slighting  passage  ahout  liogers  s  Human  Life 
is  in  the  part  over  which  I  haA'e  diseretionaiy  power, 
aiid,  at  all  events,  is  fully  atoned  for  by  the  estima- 
tion which  Lord  13.,  on  all  other  occasions,  shows 
for  his  w^orks,  ranking  him  ind(.*ed,  at  the  veiy  head 
of  all  the  poets  of  the  present  day.  .  .  .  Altogether, 
indeed,  as  fiu'  as  concerns  those  I  care  for,  or  who, 
I  think,  ought  to  be  cared  for,  there  is  nothing 
besides  the  usual  difficulties  attending  all  such 
responsibilities  to  make  me  regret  or  wish  to  alter 
the  arrangement  I  have  made. 

**  There  is  one  suggestion,  however,  which  I  owe 
to  my  conversation  with  your  Lordship,  and  that  is 
the  necessity  of  exercising  the  discretion  given  me 
as  soon  as  possible  and  not  leaving  the  passages 
which  I  think  ought  to  be  omitted  to  the  chances 
of  a  future  time  or  the  taste  of  a  less  scrupulous 
Editor. 

"  May  I  ask  you  to  show  tliis  letter  to  Lord 
Lansdowne,  on  his  arrival  ? — To  him,  above  most 
of  the  persons  of  this  world,  I  should  wish  my 
conduct  on  every  occasion  to  appear  free  from  sus- 
picion or  reproach. 

*'  Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  most  faithfully, 

^'Thomas  Mooee/'* 

1  Holland  House  MSS. 
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A  shorter  letter,  addressed  to  Lady  Holland 
appai'ently  the  next  day,  and  throwing  a  little  more 
light  upon  this  interesting  subject,  is  also  creditable 
to  the  writer,  while  its  combination  of  wisdom  and 
fun  may  strike  some  readei-s  as  characteristic  of  the 
''Paddy:' 

**St.  James's  Place, 

"  Tuesday  Nitjht. 

**  I  ought  to  have  added  yesterday,  in  my  letter 
to  Lord  Holland,  that  not  only  Brougham  shall 
see  whatever  has  been  said  of  him  (though  I 
scarcely  think  his  name  is  mentioned),  but  that — 
what  is  much  more  important — he  shall,  on  my 
return,  if  he  chuses,  have  the  perusal  of  all  that 
is  said  of  Lady  Byron  (who  has,  herself,  you  know, 
already  refused  to  read  the  work),  in  order  that  he 
may  thus  have  an  opportunity  of  refuting  or  cor- 
recting whatever  has  been  mis-stated  or  mis- 
represented. 

"Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  propriety 
of  publishing  Private  Memoirs  at  cdJ,  it  certainly 
appears  to  me  infinitely  fairer  thus  to  proclaim 
and  lay  them  open  to  all  eyes,  while  the  persons 
interested  are  still  alive  to  put  the  refutation  upon 
record  with  the  charge,  than  (according  to  the  usual 
mode)  to  keep  them  as  a   fire  in  reserve  till  those 
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who  are  attacked  have  passed  away,  and  no  longer 
possess  the  means  either  of  retorting  or  justifying/ 
"I  am   oflf  for  Paris  in  the  morning. 
"  I  have  often  entreated  your  Ladyship  to  employ 
me  in  some  of  your  Paris  commissions,  but   I  am 
afraid  you   think  I  have  too  Paddy  a  head  to  be 
trusted  with  them — pray,  try  me  however. 
"Ever  your  faithful  and  obliged  Serv\ 

"Thomas  Moore.- 

''Tue9day''[Nov,  6,  1821.] 

We  feel  an  especial  pleasure  in  making  these 
details  known,  from  the  conyiction  that,  however 
various  may  be  the  opinions  entertained  with  re- 
ference to  the  Byron  -  Memoirs  transaction,  the 
letters  themselves  cannot  but  strengthen  the  now 
almost  unanimous  verdict  that  Moore's  intentions 
were  throughout  scrupulously  honourable. 

One  more  specimen,  and  only  one,  we  must  add, 
be  it  only  out  of  fellow-feeling  to  an  author  s  diflB- 
culties.  If  Moore,  great  Tom  Moore,  experienced 
them,  what  must  we  do ! 

^  We  like  that  sentiment,  and  think  Moore  liked  it  also.  For 
he  quotes  it  in  his  diary  of  the  same  day,  not  verbatim,  which 
perhaps  proves  that  it  was  the  result  of  thouglit  rather  thnn 
composition,  and,  oddly  enough,  he  quotes  it  as  though  it  had  been 
addressed  to  Lord  Holland. 

*  Holland  House  MSS. 
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"  Sloperton  Cottage,  Devizes, 
"  May  7th,  1825. 

**Dear  Lord  Holland, 

"  I  hope  you  will  forgive  my  pestering  you 
for  the  copy  of  Sheridan's  letter  to  the  King  (for  the 
Prince)  after  the  first  Regency  which  you  were  so 
kind  as  to  promise  me.  I  have,  indeed,  deferred 
troubling  you  on  the  subject  to  the  last  moment,  as 
I  am  now  *sous  la  Presse'  (as  the  French  veiy 
feelingly  call  the  process  of  printing)  and  shall  soon 
come  to  the  niche  which  I  left  for  this  document. 
I  have,  as  I  mentioned  to  you,  the  note  that  accom- 
panied the  statement,  but  it  would  be  like  giving 
the  shell  without  the  kernel,  to  publish  one  without 
the  other,  and  I  trust  to  your  often-proved  good- 
nature for  letting  me  have  the  copy  as  soon  as 
possible. 

"  I  find  my  work  of  revision  much  more  tedious 
than  I  expected.  I  had  left  a  number  of  important 
and  difficult  points  untouched,  as  Napoleon  used  to 
leave  towns  untaken  in  his  rear — but  I  don't  find 
them  fall  so  easily  -under  my  hands  as  his  did.  The 
consequence  of  all  this  is  that  I  shall  be  most 
unseasonably  late  in  coming  out.  Indeed,  if  the 
Houses  are  to  break  up  as  soon  as  they  say,  I  shall 
be  the   'vox  clamantis  in  deserto.' 
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*'  I  was  sincerely  glad  to  iiear  from  Woolriehe 
(who  was  exercising  his  kind  skill  here  the  other 
day  for  ^[rs.  ]\Io<)ru)  that  Lady  Holland  is  so  much 
l)etter.  Pray,  give  my  best  remembrances  to  her, 
and  iK^lieve  me,  my  dear  Lord   Holland, 

"  Kver  faithfully  yours, 

''Thomas  Moore." ^ 

The  name  of  Jlogers  is  even  more  familiarly  con- 
nected with  Holland  House  than  that  of  Moore.  So 
while  we  arc  by  his  portrait,  we  may  be  excused 
for  also  dipping  a  little  into  his  correspondence. 

The  fii*st  letter  we  give  seems  a  due  recognition 
to  the  house  of  which  we  are  treating. 

From  Rogers  to  Lord  or  Lady  Holland  ^ : — 

"  I  am  sure  I  left  you  with  great  regret  yesterday, 
and  when  I  have  finished  a  little  visit  to  my  Brother 
which  I  shall  have  done  l)y  Monday  next,  I  shall 
have   very  great  pleasure   in   finding   myself  under 

'  Holland  House  MSS. 

-  Judging  from  the  correspondence  at  Holland  House,  Eogers 
seems  to  have  had  a  habit  of  not  making  a  formal  beginning  to 
his  letters ;  and  from  the  present  example  we  may  see  that  he 
<lid  not  always  make  up  for  his  deficiency  in  the  continuation 
of  them.  It  is  true  that  before  envelopes  wore  a  common  luxury 
the  back  of  a  letter  would  have  been  likely  to  offer  a  key  upon 
the  subject  of  the  person  addressed.  But,  from  the  appearance 
of  the  original  MS.,  the  letter  we  arc  quoting  seems  to  have  been 
an  enclosure. 
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the   old   roof    that    has   sheltered   so   many   foreign 

states-men — from    Sully   to    Caloune — and  so   many 

foreign  artists — from  Vandyke  to  Canova. 

**  The   English   Worthies  would    soon   exhaust   so 

feeble  a  pen  and  such   diluted   ink  ^  as  mine  ;  so  I 

will  not  mention  a  name. 

*'  Ever  Yours ! 

"  Saml.  Rogers.- 

*'  Wednesday.     9  o'clock'' 

The  above  allusion  to  Van  Dyck  having  been 
'*  sheltered "  under  the  roof  of  Holland  House, 
though  possibly  not  based  upon  stronger  evidence 
tlian  what  we  have  already  noticed,^  proves  that 
in  Rogers's  day  there  was  at  any  rate  an  accepted 
tradition  upon  the  subject. 

The  next  letter  we  choose  is  worth  insertion  from 
the  way  in  which  it  is  turned  : — 

[1810-11.] 

**  t   can't  get   out,   says    the   Starling.     Now  the 

Starling  was   most  certainly  thinking  of  some   dear 

friends  he  wished  to  pass  an  hour  or  two  with — in 

the  Tuilleries  {sic)  gardens — or  the  Champs  Elysees 

^  Curiuusly  enoiigl),  our  only  difficulty  in  reading  Kognrs's 
letters  proceeds  from  the  aged  and  faded  ink  of  the  MSS.  Ilia 
neat  little  handwriting  is  otherwise  a  model  of  distinctness. 

-  Holland  House  MSS.  ^  See  Vol  I.  chap  i.  pp.  29,  30. 
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—or  the   Bois  dc  Boulogne.     Yet  he  had   not  half 

80  good  a  claim  to  Yorick's  compassion,  as  I  have 

at  this   moment   to  yours.      In   plain   English,  dear 

Lady  Holland,  I   am   very  sorry  to  say  that  I  am 

but  half  alive  to-day,  and  must  (I  think  of  it  with 

great  grief)  deny  myself  the  very  great  pleasure  of 

waiting  upon  you.     I  am   now   become   so  great  a 

performer  in   the  several  ways  I   mentioned,  that  I 

am  really  good  for  nothing  but  to  assure  you  how 

sincerely 

**I  am  ever  yours, 

"Sam\  Rogers.' 

^'Friday  Morniny'' 

Lastly,  there  is  one  letter  from  Venice  which 
will  have  interest  for  those  who  know  and  admire 
Rogers's  '*  Italy:"— 

"  Venice,  23'  Oct.  1813. 

"To-day  in  my  Gondola  I  made  a  vow  that  I 
would  write  to  you  if  it  was  only  to  thank  you  for 
your  kind  Instructions,  which  we  have  followed  as 
closely  as  we  could.  The  first  night  we  slept  under 
the  Alps  and  from  our  windows  saw  a  glorious  sun- 
set. The  next,  in  our  balcony,  we  stood  over  the 
Lago   di   Garda — the  next,   went  to  the   Opera  at 

»  Holland  House  MSS. 
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Verona,  but  saw  neither  Mercutio  nor  *the  two 
Gentlemen  '  there — the  next  night  supped  on  bec- 
cafici  at  Padua,  and  so  on  to  Venice.  The  thinff 
perliaps  that  most  of  all  delighted  me  was  the  view 
from  a  Benedictine  Convent  near  Vicenza  (you  must 
remember  it  well) — but  I  cannot  t<?ll  what  I  felt, 
when  the  postilion,  turning  round  gaily  and  pointing 
with  his  whip,  cried  out  *  Venetia ! ' — and  there  it 
was  sure  enough  with  its  long  line  of  domes  and 
turrets  glitt^^ring  in  the  sun.  The  inns  all  along 
were  excellent,  and  the  road  full  of  passengers,  but 
we  remembered  Lady  Holland's  advice,  and  were 
only  stirring  in  the  day-time.  As  for  Veni<5e,  I  go 
about  in  a  dream  from  morning  to  night.  'Am  I 
on  the  Rial  to  ?  Am  I  in  St.  Mark's  Place  ?  Is 
that  the  Adriatick  ? '  If  Venice  is  Venice  no  longer 
as  everybody  tells  me,  I  can  however  see  what  never 
was  seen  before — at  least  in  the  way  one  w^ould  like. 
*  This  is  the  hall  of  the  Senate — This  is  the  chamber 
of  the  Council  of  Ten — Into  this  closet  the  state- 
prisoner  was  brought — from  the  piombi  or  the  pozzi 
to  receive  the  sentence — after  which  he  was  led  down 
that  narrow  staircase  and  across  the  ponte  de'  sospiri 

to  be  strangled  in  the  first  dungeon  on  the  left.' 

All  this  and  more  I  heard  with  believing  ears — such 
as  I  wished  for  at  Verona  when  I  saw  Juliet's  coftiii 

VOL,    II.  H 


9^  HOLLAND    HOUSE.  [CH. 

in  the  gardi'ii  of  a  (  unvcnt.  By  the  bye  Love  is 
no  cliikVs-play  at  Verona.  Hie  day  before  we  came 
there,  a  voun*'  man  in  a  Ht  of  iealousv  stilettoed 
hi.s  wife  and  his  friend  and  all  the  world  siiid  they 
(h\served  it  ;  tho'  they  seemed  to  change  their 
tone  a  little  when  they  said  how  beautiful  she  was. 
.  .  .  What  a  strange  thing  is  Fashion.  Pray  tell 
Lady  II.  that  I  am  almost  the  only  man  in  Venice  — 
not  in  a  pair  uf  hoots  !  The  men  who  wait  upon 
us  at  dinner  are  like  so  many  jockeys  at  Newmarket. 
It  was  an  inhuman  thing  to  rob  them  of  the  only 
four  horses  thev  had.^  .  .  .  Last  ni<^ht  we  went  to 
the  Opera  to  see  the  FJallet  of  Mtuhet — when  alas! 
he  turned  out  to  be  a  King  of  Persia.  I  hope  the 
whole    Caravan    is    well    from    the  Grand    Mama    to 

^  X.K — This  is  not  strictly  correct;  as  there  is  in  the  "Campo  " 
at  Venice  the  well-known  equestrian  stiitue  of  Bartolomeo  Calleone, 
the  Venetian  military  leader  of  the  fifteenth  century.  Perhaps, 
however,  as  the  horse  is  provided  with  a  rider,  Ilogers  intentionally 
excluded  hiin  fruni  his  reckoning  I — The  four  horses  Eogers  men- 
tions, and  which  now  adorn  the  Cathedral  San  Marco,  were 
originally  brought  in  the  Car  of  Victory  from  Corinth  to  liome. 
From  thence  they  were  transported  to  Constantinople  by  the 
great  founder  of  that  city ;  and  from  its  hippodrome  to  Venice 
by  the  Doge  Dandolo.  Xapoleon,  although  by  the  secret  articles 
the  Venetians  agreed  to  surrender  twenty  pictures  and  five  hun- 
dred manuscripts,  but  no  statttes,  carried  olf  the  horses  to  Paris, 
and  put  them  on  tlie  triumphal  arch  in  the  Tuileries.  But  they 
were  restored  after  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  in  1815,  to  their  present 
position,  where  we  trust  they  have  found  a  final  resting-place. 
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ilother  Bunch.     Pmy  remember   me  very  aflbctiou-i  ^v*! 
atety  to  Lady  Holland  and  believe  me  to  be 
"  Yours  evor  mast  aincerely 

"S.  Rogers. 
"  To-morrow  we  set  off  for  Bologna,  and  I  hoj)e 
I  shall  reach  Florence  before  you  leave  it.  Here  I 
have  met  with  many  Jessicas — no  Desdemona — no 
Bclvidera  (s/c) — but  the  Dories  and  the  red  Mullet 
are  excellent:." ' 

In  concluding  the  list  of  portraits  we  notice,  by 
Hayter,  the  artist  who,  more  than  once,  adorns  the 
walls  of  Holland  House,  one  of  Lord  John  Russell, 
the  great  statesman  whom  as  an  author  wo  have 
so  often  quoted  in  this  work. 

Besides  the  portraits  there  are  two  sea-pieces, 
one  by  Haagcn  and  one  by  Koekkoek,  a  famous 
Dutch  marine  painter.  And  a  small  picture  entitled 
"  Piron  and  his  Fricndfii,"  to  which  no  artist's  name 
appears  attached. 

•  In  the  ALCOVE  leading  to  the  Libiuuy  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  fine  Oriental  china ;  and,  apart  from 
the  rest,  is  a  china  vase,  on  one  side  of  which  is 
represented  Twickenham,  on  the  other  the  Palace  of 
the  Tuilcries.  A  graceful  recognition  by  the  King, 
'  iIoll.-.i.,l  House  M.SS. 
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of  kindness  bestowed  upon  the  exile.  An  inscription 
tells  US  this  vase  was  given  to  Henry  Edward  Lord 
Holland  by  H.M.  King  Louis  Philiijpe  in  the  month 
of  May  LS47;  and  that  Lord  Holland  received  it 
in  the  Palace  of  the  I'uileries  from  the  hands  of  the 
King's  sister,  Madame  Adelaide. 


CHAFrER  xxir. 

THE   LIBRARY    AND    INNEIt   LILRARY. 

The  Library  is  so  lined  with  book-casea  that  com- 
paratively little  of  the  walls  is  to  be  seen.  That 
little,  however,  looks  brilliant,  being  hung  with  a 
many-coloured  Cordova  leather,  which  occupies  a 
depth  of  about  three  feet  between  the  top  of  the 
book-cases  and  the  bottom  of  the  cornice.  The 
cornice  itself  is  of  oak,  illuminated  in  gold,  blue, 
and  other  tints.  At  intervals,  along  the  cornice, 
occurs  a  Baron's  coronet,  entwined  with  the  letter 
"H,"  the  design  which  so  often  repeats  itself  inside 
and  outside  of  the  housu.  The  ceiling  is  divided 
into  seven  vaulted  compartments,  set  in  oak,  with 
:i  groundwork  of    blue,    which    is   relieved    by    gold 
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stars.  Tln^  coin[)artnionts  ai*e  altomately  furnished 
with  a  skvliizht  ami  a  chaiKleli<T,  the  liorlit  of  heaven 
ami  the  light  of  earth,  suggestive  of  the  natural 
genius  and  aec^uired  talents  which  have  illuminated 
this  room. 

A  bav-window  at  the  centre  to  the  west,  mentioned 
in  the  plan  of  the  fiist  floor,  overlooks  the  Dutch 
garden,  and  divides  the  Librar}'  into  two  parts. 
The  view  on  the  o})posite  page  gives,  we  hope,  a 
pretty  good  idea  of  the  Dutch  Garden  from  this 
window. 

In  the  western  wall  of  the  Library  are  two 
chimney-pieces,  painted  in  white  and  gold,  and 
reaching  to  the  cornice.  The  entablature  of  the 
niantid-iueces  is  supported  by  three  Corinthian 
columns,  between  which  are  four  panels,  united  by 
an  oil-painting  of  a  mythological  subject  in  a  gilt 
frame,  while  beneath  each  mantel-5//t'//'are  two  little 
medallions  painted  with  Putti. 

The  bay-window  opens  on  to  a  terrace,  which  also 
communicates  with  the  Inner  Library,  and  forms  part 
of  the  roof  of  the  West  Rooms.  On  the  balustrade 
round  this  terrace  occurs  the  same  fleur-ch'-Us  design 
which  figures  on  the  balustrades  of  the  terraces  to 
the  south,  and  may  be  considered  as  a  feature  in 
the  ornamentation  of  Holland  House. 


DI;TCH   CARDES   (from   \IT.ST  of   HnllSF.) 


CH.  XXII.]  HERALDIC    SHIELDS.  lOJ 

On  the  East  wall,  opposite  tlic  hay-wiiidow,  arc 
two  doors,  separated  by  a  book-case.  Each  door  is 
surmounted  by  a  heraldic  shield,  the  one  bearing 
the  arms  of  the  first  Lady  Holland  (Lady  Caroline 
Lennox),  on  being  made  a  Peeress;^  the  other  those 
of  her  husband,^  who,  being  at  that  time  wanted  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  was  not  raised  to  the  Peer- 
age till  afterwards.  The  motto  under  Lady  Holland's 
arms.  Re  e  maritOj  is  an  allusion  to  the  double 
source  whence  she  derived  the  honour.  One  of  the 
doors  communicates  with  the  terrace  of  the  West 
Wing,  the  other  with  the  Library  Passage. 

Towards  the  middhi  of  the  southern  half  of  the 
East  wall  is  a  recess  affording  a  charming  peep,  which 
includes  the  centre  of  the  house  in  its  rugged  grey 
stone,  part  of  the  East  Wing  with  its  dull  red  bricks 
and  grey  stone  ornaments,  part  of  the  terraces 
stretching  out  in  light  contrast  from  the  South  side 
of  the  house,  part  of  the  meadow  beyond  these,  and 
a  great  deal  of  the  avenue  which  adds  a  green  side 
of  varied  tints  to  the  picture. 

At  the  North  and  South  ends  of  the  gallery  are 

bay-windows.      The  view  from    the   North  window, 

graceful  and  pretty,  is  confined  chiefly  to  the  gardens, 

while    the  view  to  the    South    side    might   be    pre- 

*  See  tail-piece  to  this  chapter.  •  See  head-piece. 
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fcrn^d  on  a(<MHiiit  of  its  extent  :  it  is  vrrv  nearly  a 
rej)etition  of  wliat  is  to  be  seen  fnnn  tin*  window  of 
the  Oilt  llooni.  The  phite  opposite  givt*s  us  some- 
tiling  more  than  half  the  length  of  the  Library.  It 
is  taken  from  the*  southern  end,  and  consequently 
reju^esents  the  northern. 

Some  of  the  books  in  the  Library  will  be  briefly 
noticed  in  another  chapter  ;  but,  besides  the  lx>oks, 
this  room  contains  a  few  objects  which  deserve  at 
least  a  j)assing  mention  :  — 

Two  mosaics  :  one  of  the  Temple  of  Vesta,  sur- 
mounted by  the  arms  of  Pope  Clement  XIV.  ;  the 
other,  of  three  Fauns. 

A  bit  of  the  Alhambra  :  No  label  on  the  stone,  no 
note,  that  we  are  aware  of,  in  Holland  House,  is 
extant  to  say  by  what  means  this  little  fragment 
from  the  fairy  fabric  was  transported  into  England. 
I.bit  from  the  *' Addenda  and  Corrigenda"  for  1872 
of  Ford's  Handl)ook  for  Spain, ^  on  the  subject  of  the 
Alhambra,  we  are  told  that  the  barbarous  pillaging 
and  mutilation  of  the  walls,  tiles,  and  sculptures,  by 
travellers  who  ought  to  know  Ixtter,  has  reached 
such  a  j)itch,  that  Senor  Contrern,  the  enlightened 
keeper  and  inspector,  is  obliged  to  send  all  offenders 
to   the  common   <riuA.     *' We   do  not,'  continues  the 

'   Fourth  Edition,  published  l>y  John  Murray.     London,  18GD. 
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Editor,  "  pity  those  who,  after  this  warning,  subject 
themselves  to  the  unmentionable  horrors  of  a  Spanish 
prison."  Does  the  just  severity  of  the  recent  decree 
add  interest  to  the  object  acquired  many  years 
ago? 

Let  us  look  lastly  at  Addison's  table,  with  an 
inscription  telling  us  that  it  belonged  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Joseph  Addison,  when  living  at  the  Temple,  and 
after  being  in  the  possession  of  his  daughter,  of  Sir 
Thomas  Lawrence,  and  of  Samuel  Rogers,  the  poet, 
was  purchased  by  Henry  Edward,  Lord  Holland, 
at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Rogers's  property.  May  5,  1856. 
And  here  we  might  justly  quote  the  Ifcilian  proverb, 
Bandiera  recchia,  onor  del  Capitano,  for  never  was 
a  table,  small  and  simple  in  itself,  more  defaced  by 
ink-blots  ;  but  these  ink-blots  have  merit  for  us,  and 
the  old  green  cloth  on  which  we  find  them  is  more 
valuable  in  our  eyes  than  the  richest  Genoese  velvet. 
This  table,  after  so  many  peregrinations,  each  of 
them  adding  to  its  fame,  hiis  at  length  found  the 
best  place  in  which  to  rest — the  very  room  in  which 
Addison  is  descril>ed  to  us,  pacing  to  and  fro  :  tradi- 
tion (perhnps  exaggeration)  adds,  with  a  bottle  of 
port  at  one  end,  and  a  bottle  of  sherry  at  the  other, 
in  which  he  tried  to  drown  **dull  care."  And 
need    it  suii^rise  us  if  the  tale  were   true  ?     There 
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aiv  fuw  troul)lert  tliat  take  do«*i)t»r  root  than  those 
which  aiv  to  W  fouml  in  tlie  drama,  performed 
within  th(»  four  walls  of  oik^'s  own  home,  and  to 
whi<'h  we  somelim»*.s  reluctantly  think  Addison  may 
have  become  a  victim. 

The  Tiil>rnry  was  not  arranged  for  a  i»articular 
Royal  visit,  like  the  Gilt  Room  :  it  cannot  boast 
of  receiving  the  last  hreath  of  a  great  man,  like 
the  Dining  lioom.  It  is  not  hy  any  means  in 
the  oldest  ]>art  of  the  house,  for  the  centre  was 
huilt  first  ;  nor  has  it  even  retained  its  original 
aspect,  for  some  tell  us — what,  however,  we  are  not 
inclined  to  l)elicve — that  it  was  formerly  a  greenhouse  ; 
and  other's,  what  we  know  to  be  the  case,  that  the 
ceiling  was  a  plain  white  one,  and  that  the  walls, 
inst(»ad  of  being  lined  with  book-cases,  were  adorned 
with  full-length  portraits.  Hut  the  Library  is  now, 
to  our  taste,  the  finest  room  in  tlie  house  ;  the 
contents,  whether  as  relics  or  as  liti*rary  treasures, 
are  most  precious  ;  its  historical  associations  are 
amonirst  the  most  varied  ;  and  it  has  boc^n  immor- 
talised,  tog<^ther  with  some  of  those  assembled  within 
its  walls,  by  ^lacaulay  in  the  following  words : — 

"...  With  peculiar  fo]idn(\ss  they  will  recall 
that  venerable  chamber,  in  which  all  the  antique 
gravity  of  a  college  library  was  so  singularly  blended 
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with  all  that  female  grace  and  wit  could  devise  to 
embellish  a  drawing-room.  They  will  recollect,  not 
unmoved,  those  shelves  loaded  witli  the  varied 
learning  of  many  lands  and  many  ages,  and  those 
portraits  in  which  were  preserved  the  features  of 
the  best  and  wisest  Englishmen  of  two  generations. 
They  will  recollect  how  many  men  who  have 
guided  the  politics  of  Europe,  who  have  moved 
great  assemblies  by  reason  and  eloquence,  who 
have  put  life  into  bronze  and  canvass,  or  who 
have  left  to  posterity  things  so  written  as  it  shall 
not  willingly  let  them  die,  were  there  mixed  with 
all  that  was  loveliest  and  gayest  in  the  society 
of  the  most  splendid  of  capitals.  They  will  re- 
member the  peculiar  character  which  belonged  to 
that  circle,  in  which  every  talent  and  accomplishment, 
every  art  and  science,  had  its  i»lace.  They  will  re- 
member how  the  last  debate  was  discussed  in  one 
corner,  and  the  last  comedy  of  Scribe  in  another  ; 
while  Wilkie  ^azed  with  modest  admiration  on  Sir 
Joshua's  Baretti ;  while  Mackintosh  turned  over 
Thomas  Aquinas  to  verify  a  quotation ;  while 
Talleyrand  related  his  conversations  with  Barras  at 
the  Luxembourg,  or  his  ride  with  Lannes  over  the 
fi(»ld  of  Austerlitz.  They  will  remember,  above  all, 
th«»    grace,    an<l    th(*    kindness,    far    more    admirable 
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than  grac(*,  witli  which  tlie  princely  hospitality  of 
that  ancient  mansion  was  dispensed.  They  will 
rememl)er  the  venerable  and  benignant  countenance 
and  the  cordial  voice  of  him  who  bade  them 
welcomi^  They  will  remember  that  temper 
which  y(»ars  of  j)ain,  of  sickness,  of  lameness,  of 
confinement,  seemed  only  to  make  sweeter  and 
sweeter,  and  that  frank  politeness,  which  at  once 
relieved  all  the  embaiTassment  of  the  youngest 
and  most  timid  writer  or  artist,  who  found  him- 
self for  the  fii-st  time  among  Ambassadors  and 
Earls.  Tht^y  will  remember  that  constant  flow  of 
conversation,  so  natural,  so  animated,  so  various, 
so  rich  with  observation  and  anecdote ;  that  wit 
which  never  gave  a  wound  ;  that  exquisite  mi- 
micry which  ennobled,  instead  of  degrading ;  that 
goodness  of  heart  which  appeared  in  eveiy  look 
and  accent,  and  gave  additional  value  to  every 
talent  and  acquirement.  Tliey  will  remember,  too, 
that  he  whose  name  they  hold  in  reverence  was 
not  less  distinguished  by  the  inflexil)le  uprightness 
of  his  political  conduct  than  by  his  loving  dispo- 
sition and  his  winning  manners.  They  will  remember 
that,  in  the  last  lines  which  he  traced,  he  ex- 
pressed his  joy  that  he  had  done  nothing  unworthy 
of  the   friend    of    Fox    and   Ciroy ;    and   they   will 
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have  reason  to  feel  similar  joy,  if,  in  looking  back 
on  many  troubled  years,  they  cannot  accuse  them- 
selves of  having  done  any  thing  unworthy  of  men 
who   were   distinguished   by  the  friendship  of  Lord 

Holland." ' 

Could  we  leave  the  Library  at  Holland  House 
better  than  under  the  auspices  of  Macaulay  ? 

At  the  Northern  end  of  the  Library,  to  the  West, 
is  the  Inner  Library*  By  the  side  of  its  more 
splendid  neighbour,  it  sinks  into  comparative  insig- 
nificance. But  it  offers  a  fine  view  of  the  Dutch 
Garden,  and  is  well  furnished  with  books.  In  this 
room  we  may  also  mention  a  very  valuable  marble 
bust  of  Voltaire,  and  the  following  portraits  : — 

Sir  Robert  Walpolc. 

Edward,  Lord  Digby. 

Admiral  Lestock. 

Stephen,  first  Earl  of  Ilchoster. 

Elizabeth,  Countess  of  Ilchcster. 

The  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Winnington,  who  was 
born  in  1696  and  died  in  1746.  He  was  the  great 
wit  of  his  day,  and  the  intimate  friend  of  the  first 
Lord  Holland  and  Sir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams, 

And  one  which  we  take  to  be  Count  Rivarol. 

0 

^  Macaulay's  Kssays  :  Lord  Holland. 
VOL.    II.  I 
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To  the  above  seven  portraits  there  appears  no 
artist's  name.     Besides  these  tliere  are ; 

By  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  :  Henrj-,  Earl  of  Digby. 

By  Northcote :  Sackvillc,  Earl  of  Thanet. 

By  Fabro  :  Prince  Lueten  Bonaparte.  This  picture 
was  given  by  Prince  Lucien  to  the  third  Lord 
Holland,  and  was  sent  by  him  from  Rome  after  1815. 


(JIIAPTER  XXIII. 


THE      LIBRARY      PASSAfiB. 


The  Library  Passaoe  gives  us  tlic  idea  of  a  dwarf 
whose!  external  proportions  may  wai-n  liina  against 
mixing  in  society,  but  who  takes  out  tlie  change 
which  Nature  seems  to  owe  him,  in  the  richest  mental 
adornments  ;  aud  whose  face  lights  up  at  the  sight 
of  the  l)eautiful  more  pleasantly  than  that  of  many 
a  parasite  Adonis  at  the  sound  of  the  dinner-bell. 

The  Library  Passage  is  small  and  narrow  and 
low ;  but  its  walls  are  covered  with  objects  of 
interest.  It  rejoices  only  in  two  little  windows ; 
but  even  on  these  we  shall  find  something  worthy 
of  attention. 

First,  however,  we  will   look   at    the  pot-jiourria 
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of    prints,    iMHtriiits,    plioto^rapln,    in\i\    autogi-aphs, 
hanjiinir  on   tli»^  walls. 

Beginning  with  some  large  oil  portraits,  one  of 
Addison,  over  the  door  opening  into  the  Library, 
seems  placed  like  a  sentinel  guarding  his  own 
memory.  We  eall  it  Addison's  portrait,  and  we 
hope  we  are  right ;  but  we  admit  we  may  be  wrong. 
In  a  pam[)hlet,  published  in  1858,  and  entitled 
*'  Joseph  Addison  and  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine ;  or 
the  Romance  of  a  Portrait,''^  it  is  argued  that  this 
portrait  represents  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine,  and  not 
Joseph  Addison  at  all ;  the  chief  reasons  adduced 
lK»ing  that  the  portrait  in  question  is  like  one  of 
Sir  Andrew,  and  that  when  Addison's  widow  left 
Holland  House,  it  is  improbable  she  would  have 
left  such  a  portable  portrait  of  her  husband  behind. 
As  for  two  portraits  or  two  sitters  being  like  one 
another,  the  wonder  is  that,  with  so  limited  a 
list  of  features,  there  should  not  oftener  exist  a 
resemblance  between  faces.  As  for  the  portrait  being 
h-ft  behind,  that,  we  may  infer,  was  not  the  case. 
It  came  into  the  possession  of  Addison's  daughter, 
and,  a^  the  2^ortrait  of  her  father,  was  bought  at  the 
sale  of  her  (effects   by  the  third  Lord  Holland  ;    in 

*  Published  in  London  by  8inipkin,  ^Far^hall,  and  Co.,  and  in 
King's  Lynn  by  Thew  and  Son. 
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the  same  way  that  Addison's  table  was  bought  as 
such  by  the  fourth  Lord  Holland,  at  Rogers  s  sale. 
These  we  firmly  believe  to  be  facts,  and  facts  are 
stubborn  things.  But  so  are  often  arguments  like- 
wise ! 

Next  comes  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  if  sitting 
for  a  portrait  gives  any  chance  of  a  likeness,  we 
may  hope  there  is  a  likeness  here,  as  we  are  told 
that  the  good  and  great  man  sat  for  this  in  Paris ; 
probably,  though,  not  giving  undivided  attention  to 
the  artist ;  but  rather,  we  imagine,  meditating  the 
while  over  the  treaty  which  was  to  give  peace  to 
his  country. 

After  Benjamin  Franklin  we  come  to  Lope  de 
Vega,  with  whose  name  anybody  who  has  access  to 
the  books  at  Holland  House  should  be  fomiliar ;  for 
amongst  them  is  a  large  collection  of  his  works. 
It  is  not  often  that  the  appearance  of  a  man  corre- 
sponds with  the  idea  we  form  of  him  by  his  writings, 
but  Lope  de  Vega  is  an  exception.  He  looks  Lope 
de  Vega  indeed. 

We  would  next  give  Galileo  a  look  and  a  thought. 
Who  indeed  would  not  give  both  to  the  discoverer 
of  a  movement  in  which  he  and  his  fellow-creatures 
had  been  unconsciously  taking  part  all  their  lives, 
and  from  whose  lips  we  can  almoi?t  hear  the  words 
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he  pronounced  after  his  forced  abjui-ation  :  E  2>'''* 
M  mftoir !  This  [portrait,  the  copy  of  a  Titian, 
was  paint«'d  at  Floreiute  in  1794,  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Penrose. 

From  the  portrait  of  a  writtT  who  was  a  great 
natural  philosopher,  we  pass  to  that  of  a  philoso- 
phieal  historian  who  was  a  gieat  writer :  Maehia- 
vrlli,  tlh*  author  of  the  Discourses  on  Livy,  the 
Ilistnry  of  Florence,  and  that  never-to-be-forgotten 
treatisis  '*11  Principe.''  Machiavelli — the  man  of 
whom  Macaulay  Siiys,  *'Out  of  his  surname 
they  [Englishmen]  have  coined  an  epithet  for  a 
knave,  and  out  of  his  Christian  name  a  synonyme 
for  the  Devil  *'  * — ap[)ears  l)eforc  us,  bringing  with 
him  the  varied  history  of  Florence,  in  prose  which 
Italy  has  not  yet  found  equalled. 

NoNv  we  have  an  English  i)hilosopher :  Locke's 
l)ensive  face  arrests  our  attention,  and  gives  us  the 
pleasure  we  sometimes  experience  in  life  of  gazing 
into  eyes  which  are  as  the  watch-fire  to  vast  intellect. 
This  portrait  of  the  great  Whig  philosopher  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  identical  one  discarded  from  Christ- 
clnirch.  It  could  not  find  a  more  appropriate 
home  than  Holland  House. 

We    next    stop — a    sudden    transition — before    a 

'  Macaulay 's  Essay  & 
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portrait  of  Madame  de  Sdvigud,  whose  easy,  graceful 
style,  as  she  let  her  pen  trotter,  la  htide  sur  le  con, 
though  it  has  surely  found  more  warm  admirers 
than  succeasful  imitators,  has  charmed  many  an 
hour  unfitted  for  deeper  studies. 

Having  noticed  the  larger  pictures,  we  come  to  a 

•  

sketch  of  the  short-lived  King  Edward  VI.,  done 
by  Vertue,  and  given  by  Horace  Walpole. 

Next,  an  original  sketch,  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
of  Lord  Ossory.  It  is  rough,  and  consists  only  of 
a  few  lines.  But  in  spite  of  its  roughness,  in 
its  few  lines  is  revealed  the  great  master.  The 
sketch  was  done  at  Amp  thill,  and  given  to  the 
third  Lord  Holland,  by  Lord  Ossory. 

And  now  we  must  pause  before  a  curious  and 
valuable  little  collection  of  mementoes  grouped 
together ;  valuable  from  its  associations,  curious  for 
its  arrangement. 

A  photograph,  given  to  Lady  Holland  by  Princess 
Lieven,  forms  the  centre  of  the  group.  It  represents 
the  members  of  the  Congress  of  Paris  in  1856,  and  is 
signed  by  themselves.  The  signatures — some  written 
by  hands  that  can  write  no  more,  some  by  hands 
that  will,  we  trust,  be  able  to  wield  their  pens  for 
years  to  come — suggest  a  host  of  reflections.  If 
the    dead   were    alive,   would    they    not    help    the 


tJ()  HOLLAND    HOUSE.  [CH. 

living  ?     But  what  is,  must  Ix*,  and  it  is  right  that 
it  Bhould  bo  so. 

It  would  be  both  tedious  and  useless  here  to 
enumerate  the  signatures,  so  we  proceed  at  once 
to  an  enamelled  miniature  portrait  of  Catherine, 
Empress  of  Russia,  with  an  autograph  letter,  which 
we  reproduce.* 

The  sentiment  expressed  in  the  letter  is  certainly 
a  good  one,  and  the  testimony  of  the  woman  wlu> 
bore  the  noble  title  of  3rere  de  la  Patrie  is  a  flatter 
ing  one  to  Fox.  But  we  are  astonished  to  find  that 
the  correspondent  of  Voltaire  should  not  have  written 
the  French  language  more  coiTectly.  She  had,  how- 
ever,  a  tendency  to  begin  things  with  impetuosity 
and  to  leave  them  uncompleted,  w^hich  tendency  was 
cleverly  satirized  by  Joseph  II.,  whom,  during  his 
journey  with  her  into  Tauride,  she  begged  to  lay  the 
second  stone  of  Ekatherinoslaw,  she  herself  having 
laid  the  first.  Joseph  related  the  circumstance  thus : 
"  I  finished  an  important  business  with  the  Empress 
of  Russia  in  one  day;  she  laid  the  first  stone  of 
a  town  and  I  the  last." 


*  From  a  note  at  the  back  of  the  framed  autograph,  it  would 
appear  that  Catherine's  letter  was  originally  written  in  pencil  and 
afterwards  inked  over  by  Count  Berborotko,  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dressed, and  by  whom  it  was  s(?nt  to  Charles  James  Fox. 
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Catherine's  picture  and  autograph  stand  between 
miniatures  on  ivory  of  Napoleon  and  Kobespierre, 
whilst  the  photograph  of  the  Congress  is  between 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  George  IV.,  a  minia- 
ture on  glass,  a  miniatnre  bust  in  relief  of  Earl  Grey, 
and  a  miniature  on  gla.ss  of  the  Eight  Hon.  George 
Tierney. 

On  the  back  of  the  miniature  of  Eobespicrrc, 
after  his  name.  Fox  has  written,  tut  sceUvaty  nn 
Idche  et  un  fou.  Although  Mr.  Froude  and  other 
modern  writers  have  exhibited  to  us  old  historical 
portraits  in  a  new  light,  and  although  opinions 
concerning  Robespierre  have  oscillated  perhaps  as 
much  as  did  Robespierre's  own  opinions,  yet  the 
judgment  of  posterity  is  likely  to  concur,  more  or 
less,  in  the  fitness  of  the  epithets  here  bestowed 
by  Fox. 

But  now,  abandoning  all  attempt  at  classification, 
let  us  pick  out  for  ourselves  what  remains  of  most 
interest  in  the  Libraky  Passage. 

There  is  a  pen-and-ink  sketch,  by  the  Hon. 
William  Wallace,  of  Gibbon  and  Madame  de  Silva ;  ^ 
and  there  is  a  pen-and-ink  sketch  of  Voltaire  with  a 
few  friends ;   there  is    also    a   letter   from   Voltaire 

*  See  tail-piece  to  this  chapter,  in  which,  however,  the  sketch 
is  reduced  to  very  diminutive  proportions. 
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addressed  to  Henry  Fox,  afterwards   the  first   LfOrd 
Holland  : — 

"AUX  DEUCES, 

28  aeril  NS. 

**  Y*^  son  is  an  english  lad,  and  j  an  old  french- 
man he  is  healthy,  and  j  sicik,  yet  j  love  him  with 
all  my  heart,  not  only  for  his  father,  but  for  him  self. 
We  are  very  free  together,  he  does  me  the  honour 
to  come  to  my  little  caban  when  he  pleases ;  We 
are  to  dine  just  now,  and  to  drink  y'  health,  t'is 
for  me  a  good  fortune  to  receive  the  son  of  the 
amiable  and  honourVl  m""  Fox  who  was  formerly  so 
kind  to  me,  if  j  were  but  sixty  years  old,  i  would 
come  again  to  england  but  j  will  live  here  and  dye 
with  the  utmost  respect 

"  Monsieur 

'*  Votre  tres  humble  et  tros  obeissant 

"  Serviteur  Voltaire.'* 


From  the  superscription  and  conclusion  of  this 
letter,  we  may  infer  that  with  Voltaire,  as  with  other 
mortals,  there  is  more  than  h  j)remier  pas  qui  coUte, 
there  is  also  the  last.  But  his  English  is  certainly 
better  than  Catherine's  French ;  though,  according 
to  a  story  told  of  him  while   he   was  learning  the 
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language,  he  would  not  Lave  appeared  partial  to 
it :  finding  that  the  word  jjlague  with  six  letters 
was  monosyllabic,  and  ague  with  only  the  four  last 
letters  of  plague  dissyllabic,  he  expressed  a  wish 
that  the  jdag^^  might  take  one  half  of  the  English 
language,  and  the  ague  the  other ! 

From  Voltaire's  letter  we  turn  back  to  the  sketch 
we  have  already  mentioned.  Here  we  see  him  at 
a  repast,  evidently  laying  down  the  law  to  the 
assembled  company,  which  consists  of  D'Alembert, 
Condorcet,  Diderot,  La  Harpe,  le  P^re  Adam,  and 
TAbbe  Maure.  Le  P^re  Adam  seems  intent  upon 
carving,  and  Diderot  intent  upon  le  Pfere  Adam  ;  but 
Voltaire  is  apparently  the  only  talker,  D'Alembert 
and  Tabbd  Maurd  seem  listening  to  him,  and  he 
has  even  secured  the  attention  of  one  or  two  of 
the  servants,  who  look  much  amused. 

On  another  side  of  the  Library  Passage  is  a 
print  representing  another  dinner  table,  but  extremely 
unlike  that  at  which  Voltaire  sits.  In  this  we 
see  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Newcastle  and  their 
family ;  their  position  is  exphiined  by  the  lines 
inscribed   beneath  : — 

"Thus  in  this  Semy-Circle  wher  they  Sitt, 
Telling  of  Tales,  of  pleasure  and  of  witt, 
Ileer  you  may  read  without  a  Sinn  or  ('riuie. 
And  how  more  innocently  paj*s  your  tyme." 
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Once  more  we  have  an  interior,  but  this  time 
an  empty  one.  It  is  a  print  of  the  Cabinet  of 
Beethoven.  The  moon  is  shining  through  a  single 
window  and  lights  up  the  piano,  which  seems  to 
fill  the  room  as  music  filled  Beethoven's  soul.  The 
complete  solitude  of  the  scene  allows  our  thoughts 
to  remain  in  an  ideal  sphere,  and  it  is  thus  that  we 
should  see  the  room  of  an  essentially  ideal  composer. 

Above  this  print  is  a  crowquill  portrait  of  Charles 
Edward  Stuart,  to  connoisseurs  a  precious  relic. 
On  the  reverse  are  a  few  explanatory  words : — 

"  Charles  Edward  Stuart,  son  to  James  Stuart, 
son  of   James  the    Second. 

"This  drawing  with  a  crow-quill,  hung  many  years 
in  the  bed-room  or  dressing-room  of  Anne,  Countess 
of  Upper  Ossory,  at  Ampthill   Park. 

"  It  had,  I  believe,  been  bought  by  her  at  Rome, 

tibout  the  year  1770. 

"Vassall  Holland." 

In  order  better  to  understand  how  several  thinirs 
at  Holland  House  came  from  Ampthill,  we  should 
mention  that,  in  the  February  of  1818,  the  Earl 
of  Upper  Ossory,  uncle  to  the  third  Lord  Holland, 
died.  He  had  been  as  a  father  to  Lord  Holland 
during  his  lifetime  ;  and,  at  his  death,  he  left  him 
his  esfcitcs  in  Bedfordshire.     They  were  situated  in 
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the  parishes  of  Millbrook,  Ampthill,  Houghton,  aud 
Marston.  And  several  of  the  pictures  now  at 
HoUand  House  or  St.  Anne  s  Hill  were  transported 
to  Ampthill  Park,  where  Lord  Holland,  as  well  as 
at  Holland  House,  used  to  dispense  his  genial 
hospitality. 

Having  given  this  brief  explanation,  we  pass 
on  to  a  precious  little  bit  of  paper  historically  con- 
nected with  Holland  House.  It  bears  Addison's  last 
autograph ;  an  autograph  which  we  reproduce,  and 
which,  after  what  has  been  hinted  about  Addison's 
unhappy  married  life,  seems  to  us  both  interesting 
and  pathetic.^ 

Above  the  autograph  is  a  frame,  containing  a 
piece  of  wood  from  the  door  of  the  room  in  which 
Ariosto  died  at  Ferrara  (1533),  and  also  a  medallion 
which  was  found  near  his  head  when  his  coflSn  was 
removed,  with  great  pomp,  from  San  Benedetto  to 
the  University  at  Ferrara,  and  opened  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  French  General  Miollis  (1800). 

Above  the  frame  with  the  wood  and  medallion 
is  a  miniature  cast  of  Milton,  in  ivory.  This 
portrait,  in  the  same  room  with  that  of  Addison, 
reminds  us  of  the  story  of  Milton's  daughter  coming 
to  see  Addison  at  Holland  House.     He  had  requested 

^  See  Appendix  E. 
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her  to  bring  some  evidence  of  her  birth,  but  so  soon 
as  he  saw  her  he  exclaimed,  "  Madam,  you  need  no 
other  vouehiT !  Your  face  is  a  sufficient  testimonial 
of  whose  daughter  you  are!"  Probably  Addison 
had  studi(»d  Milton's  portrait ;  certainly,  he  was  the 
first  to  render  the  great  poet  familiar  in  our  mouths 
as  houscdiold  word.-^*,  by  his  criticpies  on  *'  Paradise 
Lost  *'  in  the  iS/xr^i/o/'.     The  link  here  is  evident ! 

Alcove  the  miniature  cast  of  Milton,  is  an  engniving 
of  the  cell  where  Martin  Luther  lived  from  1505 
to  1507.  It  was  at  Erfurt,  as  we  all  know,  that, 
almost  diMucnted  by  the  death  of  a  friend,  he  retired 
under  the  roof  of  an  Augustine  convent,  and  there 
spent  two  years  in  the  miKst  fervent  observance  of 
the  rules  he   was  later  to  trample  under  foot. 

In  another  part  of  the  Library  Passage  are  wax 
casts  of  the  Ri<2:ht  Hon.  Edmund  Burke  and  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  by  Mountstephen,  and  of  Pope 
Benedict  XIV. 

We  like  to  close  this  real  scrap-l)ook,  the  leaves 
of  which  we  have  just  been  turning  over,  by  a  portrait 
of  George  Sehvyn.  According  to  a  note  on  the 
back,  it  is  a  striking  likeness  copied  by  Jackson,  R.A., 
from  a  portrait  at  Castle-Howard,  and  given  in 
1831  by  Lord  Carlisle  to  the  third  Lord  Holland. 
In  that  thoughtful  but  humorous   face   we   can    see 
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the  love  of  corpses  combined  with  the  facility  for 
jokes  :  the  man  who  travelled  to  Paris,  in  order, 
as  an  amateur^  to  see  Cartouche  broken  on  the 
wheel,  and  the  man  who,  going  to  sleep  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  said  that  his  was  not  a  case 
of  Pro  rege  semper,  pro  republicd  scepe,  but  Pro 
rege  semper^  pro  republicd  sleepy.  His  eyes  look 
into  the  distance  as  if  penetrating  into  the  infinity 
of  nature  and  the  flexibility  of  w'ords.  His  mouth, 
even  pouting,  seems  to  smile,  and  his  turn-up  noso 
shows  a  strong  power  of  repartee. 

George  Selwyn\s  ready  witticisms  might  fill  a 
volume ;  and  though  we  have  mentioned  some  in 
a  former  chapter,  w^e  may  be  excused  for  offering 
here  one  more  example  of  them, — an  example  which 
is  almost  historical  : — 

George  H.  had  such  an  aversion  to  Selwyn  that  he 
always  called  him  "  that  rascal  George !  "  Selwyn, 
overhearing  him  one  day,  musingly  observed, 
**  Pascal  ?  What  does  that  mean  ?  Oh  !  I  for^jot 
that  it  was  an   hereditary  title  of  the  Georges  I " 

But  before  quite  leaving  the  Library  Passage  we 
must  not  forget  to  look  at  the  windows.  In  the 
southern  window  is  a  pane  of  glass  removed  from 
the  window  of  what  we  believe  used  to  be  Rogerss 
dressing-room  in  the  East  Turret.      Upon  this  pane 
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of  glass  arc  cut  some  lines  l>y  Hookbam  Frere.  They 
<lalc  from  October  1811,  and  run  as  follows: — 

'*  May  neither  fire  destroy  nor  waste  impair 
Nor  timo  consume  theo  till  the  twentieth  Heir, 
May  Taste  respect  thee  and  may  Fatihiou  span*.'* 

To  wbicli  we  add  a  devout  Amen!  and  t«>  which 
Rogers  is  reported  to  have  said,  **  I  wonder  where 
he  got  the   diamond." 

Ah,  well  1  If  there  was  a  scarcity  of  diamonds 
among  any  of  the  company  at  Holland  House  in 
those  days,  we  may  safely  assume  that  there  was 
an  abundance  of  what  is  worth  much  more  than 
diamonds :  AVit, — wit  which  is  not  dug  out  of  the 
earth,  but  is  heaven-born ! 

Opposite  the  southern  window  is  a  double  one, 
which  gives  light  to  the  West  Turret  Staircase. 
In  the  lower  part  of  this  window  is  the  glass  which 
used  to  be  in  the  chapel.^  It  has  German  decora- 
tions, pieces  of  diflferent  coloured  glass,  producing 
upon  the  adult  much  the  eflfcct  of  the  kaleidoscope 
upon  the  child.  An  inscription  in  Dutch  on  the 
glass  relates  the  story  of  Esther  and  Haman. 

We  have  not  enumerated  quite  all  the  mementoes 
in  the  Library  Passage.     Indeed,  besides  what  we 

»  See  Vol.  I.  p.  L>04. 
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have  mentioned,  and  what  we  have  not  mentioned, 
it  contains  books,  and  tliua  deserves  to  be  con- 
sidered aa  part  of  the  Library.  But  we  have  met 
here  some  who  are  not  often  seen  together :  Maehia- 
velli,  Addison,  Lope  de  Vega,  Madame  de  S^vigne, 
Locke,  Franklin,  the  Empreaa  Catherine,  Robespierre, 
....  and  thus  we  leave  the  Library  Passage  to 
enter  the  Yellow  Deawino"  Room. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 


THE    YELLOW    DRAWING    ROOM. 


The  Yellow  Drawing  Room  is  appropriately  so 
called  from  the  colour  which  chiefly  pervades  it, 
though  not  to  a  moQOtonoua  extent,  for  the  cornice 
is  blue  and  gilt,  iind  the  yellow  walls  are  enlivened 
by  various  copies  of  Italian  masters.  The  most 
attractive  part  of  this  room,  as  in  many  other  rooms 
at  Holland  House,  is,  at  first  sight,  the  chimney- 
piece. 

As  a  rule,  it  is  the  blazing  fire  within  the  grate 
which  invites  us  to  draw  near  to  it  on  a  cold,  bleak 
day ;  it  has  that  by  which  the  hearth  has  acquired 
the  sweetest  and  dearest  of  all  epithets — the  fnendly 

;arth.     The  centre,  almost,  of  home  tics,  it  brings 


CH.  XXlY.l  THE    FRIENDLY    HEARTH.  lai 

with  its  very  name  the  purest  aud  most  last- 
ing affections  of  life.  So  cosy,  so  merry,  when  our 
loved  ones  are  assembled  around ;  and  even  if 
dreary  or  cheerless  when  Time  has  dispersed  them, 
still  a  fire  is,  as  Sydney  Smith  said,  "a  live  thing 
in  a  dead  room  ;"  ^  to  which  circumstance  he  thought 
its  pleasantness  might  be  attributed. 

The  wanderer  longs  for  the  day  that  shall  bring 
him  again  to  the  hearth  he  perhaps  thoughtlessly 
left ;  tlie  prodigal  child  looks  back  regretfully  on 
the  time  when  the  homely  hearth  sheltered  him 
with  the  others,  and  murmurs,  **  Alas  1  I  am  no 
longer  worthy  to  be  there ! " 

The  hearth,  like  every  other  earthly  thing,  has 
its  day :  the  cold  and  wintry  season,  during  which 
we  seek  its  kindly  warmth.  But  when  the  first 
notes  of  the  cuckoo  are  heard,  when  the  very  air 
dances  with  pleasure  at  the  coming  spring,  when 
trees  adorn  themselves  with  their  light-green  mantles, 
and  nature  seems  one  great  and  beautiful  theatre 
for  Love — then  good-bye  to  the  fire-place  and  all 
that  appertains  to  it;  up  fly  the  window-sashes, 
out  we  rush,  revelling  in  the  bright  scene,  with 
new  life  in  our  hearts,  and  a  keen  enjoyment  of 
nature's  reviving   beauties — an   enjoyment   which  is 

'  Memoir  of  Sydney  Smith,  by  his  daughter.     Chap.  ix. 

K   2 
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as  a  note  of  praise  to  the  Gkxl  of  Nature  Himself. 
Then  the  hearth  must  slumber  for  a  while ;  wc  try 
to  eonceal  its  very  existence,  and  often,  on  a  hot, 
sunny  day,  we  may  find  ourselves  wondering  how 
we  ever  could  have  been  cold  enough  to  sit  by  it 

In  the  Yellow  Drawing  Room,  however,  the 
chimney-piece  is  so  pretty  that  we  would  willingly 
draw  near  to  it  even  with  the  thermometer  high 
and  a  fire  blazing.  From  the  mantel-shelf  to  the 
cornice  there  is  a  ground  of  sea-green,  with  grace- 
ful designs  upon  it  in  pink  and  gold,  shaded  by 
soft  brown  ;  while,  scattered  in  pretty  order  upon 
that  part  of  the  wall,  are  quaintly  shaped  looking- 
glasses,  candelabras  over  brackets,  and  vases.  Above 
the  centre  looking-glass,  which  is  elliptical,  placed 
lengthways,  appears  a  sketch  of  Lady  Hollands 
eye  within  a  Florentine  frame.  Higher  up  stiD, 
is  a  portrait  in  pastel  of  Charles  James  Fox  as  a 
child,  with  a  spaniel  in  his  lap.  The  chimney- 
piece  projects  some  three  feet  into  the  room,  and 
a  bay-window  opposite  looks  out  upon  the  part 
of  the  terrace  which  is  alongside  of  the  Library. 

Having  given  a  tribute  to  art  and  grace,  which, 
harmonizing  with  each  other,  have  here  led  us  by 
the  hand,  we  come  to  a  collection  of  historical 
interest : — 
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A  pair  of  candlesticks  in  Byzantine  ware,  which 
belonged  to  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots.^  They  were  in 
her  possession  at  Fotheringay  Castle,  and  thus  were 
witnesses  to  the  last  hours  of  her  life's  tragedy  : 
witnesses  to  Paulct's  and  Mildmay's  custody  over 
the  Scottish  Queen ;  witnesses  to  the  proud  and 
ironical  retorts  with  which  she  greeted  Elizabeth's 
imperious  messages ;  witnesses  also  to  the  remorse- 
ful prayer  of  a  heart-broken  woman  when  she 
remained  alone  within  the  walls  of  her  castle 
prison. 

An  ancient  poison-ring  with  a  death's  head  in 
carbuncle,  supposed  to  have  been  sent  to  Mary, 
Queen  of  Scots.  We  accept  the  idea  too  naturally 
after  the  thoughts  to  which  we  have  just  given 
vent.  But  Mary  did  not  need  the  poison-ring.  She 
had  in  her  crucifix  and  her  rosary  wherewithal  to 
heal  a  wounded  heart. 

An  interesting  memorial  of  the  seventeenth  century : 
a  medal  with  Charles  I.  on  one  side  and  Henrietta 
on  the  other — in  fact,  the  badge  worn  by  the 
Jacobites. 

What  comes  next,  though  scarcely  of  Jacobite 
extraction,  is  still  connected  with  the  Stuarts — a 
watch   and   chdtelaine  of  Mary,   second  Lady  Hol- 

*  See  tail-piece  to  chap.  xxv. 
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land.*  It  is  very  pretty,  with  charming  enamels 
and  rococo  diamond  knots.  Upon  the  chatelaine 
lumgs  a  ring  with  a  miniature  portrait  of  Charles  II., 
given  by  him  to  the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth  and 
constantly  worn  by  her.  Inside  the  ring  arc  the 
letters  "  C.R.''  engraved  and  filled  in  with  enamel. 

Two  gold  ^)/a(/<a'5 :  on  the  one  are  represented 
two  holy  women  ;  on  the  other  are  painted  minia- 
tures of  our  Saviour  and  the  Blessed  Virgin. 
These  almost  recall  pictures  of  Cimabue's  time,  but 
the  drawing]:  is  infinitelv  more  correct. 

We  are  noticing  the  objects  rather  as  they  ai-e 
arranged  than  in  chronological  order.  From  the 
Cinque  Cento  we  now  go  to  comparatively  modern 
English. 

A  gold  enamel  watch  with  seals,  worn  by  C.  J. 
Fox.  The  watch  is  large  and  rather  flat,  bordered 
on  both  sides  with  enamel.  Behind  the  glass,  on 
the  back,  is  plaited  some  grey  hair.  The  watch 
is  plain,  but  quaint  and  original  looking. 

A  locket  given  by  Lord  Lauderdale  to  Mrs.  Fox. 
It  contains  C.  J.  Fox's  hair  fantastically  worked  in 
flowers ;  and  round  it  is  inscribed  his  name  with 
the  date  of  his  death,  Sept.  13,  1806,  and  his  age 
at   the   time,    57.       It    was    evidently    sent    to    the 

^  See  tail- piece  to  tliis  chapter. 
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widow  after  the  great  man's  death.  On  the  reverse 
of  the  locket,  the  well-known  lines  by  Fitzpatriek ;  ^ 
and  round  it,  an  inscription  by  which  we  know 
that  the  locket  was  given  from  Lord  Lauderdale  to 
Mrs.  Fox. 

Two  rings  on  a  chain.  One  of  them  is  very 
plain,  with  an  inscription  engraved  inside  naming 
the  Rev.  Saml.  Parr,  LL.D.,  and  the  time  of  his 
death,  Mar.   1825,  oet.  79. 

The  other  is  a  remembrance  of  one  dear  to  the 
lovers  of  poetry,  a  mourning  ring  "In  memory  of 
Byron."  The  words  are  in  Old  English,  and  the 
poet's  name  is  surmounted  by  a  Baron's  coronet. 

A  ring  presented  to  C.  J.  Fox,  with  l{h7'e  ou 
nwurire  upon  it — an  appropriate  motto  for  the 
constant  and  eloquent  defender  of  liberty. 

C.  J.  Fox's  pen,  his  pencil-case,  and  his  fruit- 
knife.  Insignificant,  perhaps,  in  themselves,  but 
revered  within  the  walls  of  Holland  House. 

An  inkstand,  given  To  Mary  Augusta  Fox  from 
her  sincere  friend  Queen  Adelaide  of  England. 

^  See  chap.  viiL  p.  218.     On  the  locket,  however,  the  words 
differ  a  little  from  those  beneath  the  bust,  running  thus  : — 

*'  A  Patriot's  steady  course  he  steer'd, 

Midst  Faction*s  wildest  storms  unmov'd ; 
By  all  who  knew  his  Mind  revered. 
By  all  who  knew  his  Heart  beluv'd." 
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A  small  l)lue  and  j^old  snuff-box,  with  a  minia- 
turr  in  the  lid.  A  slip  of  paper  inside  tells  us 
tlu»  reason  why  the  box  is  presented  as  a  curiosity ; 
for  bv  what  is  written  we  leani  that  the  miniature 
is  the  likeness  of  Governor  Howell  of  Calcutta, 
the  great-gnmdfather  of  the  undersigned,  Emily 
Craigie.  Governor  Howell  was  the  principal  sur- 
vivor from  the  Black  Hole  of  Calcutta. 

An  ivory  note-book,  a  *'  souvenir  d'amiti^" 
Inside  the  note-book  are  a  few  words  in  pencil : 
**  Given  me  July  9th,  1 789,  by  Lady  Lans- 
downe,  only  a  few  weeks  before  her  death — 
for  she  died  in  the  August  of  the  same  year ; 
remained  in  my  dear  Aunt  Evey's  possession  till 
her  death,  alas!  Jan'^^  16,  1830.  Then  given  to 
her  sister  Mrs.  Smith,  and  returned  to  me  by  her 
unhappy  survivor  ..."  Here  the  indistinctness  of 
the  writing  hides  from  us  the  rest  of  the  story. 
This  little  touching  explanation  must  have  been 
made  by  Miss  Fox,  *'  Aunty,"  sister  of  the  third 
Lord  Holland  ;  the  Lady  Lansdowne  who  made 
the  present  was  the  second  wife  of  William,  first 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne.  "  Aunt  Evey "  was  pro- 
bably a  Miss  Vernon,  who  lived  with  Miss  Fox  at 
liittle  Holland  House  ;  and  whose  sister,  called  upon 
this    tablet    of    memory    "her    unhappy    survivor," 
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married  Bobus  Smith.  Thus  the  little  tablets  tell 
their  tale  ;  and  we  venture  to  think  that  it  will  be 
scarcely  looked  upon  as  a  fault  if  we  have,  per- 
chance, allowed  to  creep  into  our  account  of  a 
collection  which  is  historically  valuable,  some  objects 
which  are  interesting  only  as  family  links  with 
the  past. 

Another  souvenir  (Vamitie  understood  though  not 
expressed.  A  cameo  ring  containing  Jeremy  Ben- 
tham's  hair  and  profile,  with  the  words  Memento 
for  Miss  Fox  engraved  upon  it,  together  with  the 
date  of  Jeremy  Bentham's  birth  and  death ;  the 
former  as  having  taken  place  in  1747,  the  latter  on 
June  6,  1832,  in  his  eighty-fifth  year. 

In  life,  characters  and  interests  of  the  most 
opposite  kind  are  often,  to  our  astonishment,  brought 
together ;  and,  after  death,  how  often  are  remem- 
brances from  the  most  opposite  sources  brought  to- 
gether likewise. 

Here  in  the  same  cabinet  with  two  bracelets  and 
a  cap,  souvenirs  of  the  pious  Queen  Marie  Amdlie, 
offered  to  the  present  Lady  Holland,  we  find  nume- 
rous relics  of  the  great  Napoleon,  collected  by  the 
third  Lord   Holland. 

Such  an  union  may  remind  us  that,  though  their 
interests  were  antagonistic,  the  lots  of  Marie  Am^lie 
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and  Napoleon  were  in  some  salient  features  the  same. 
Each  was  for  a  time  the  favoured  ehild  of  fortune ; 
each  for  a  time  wore  a  French  crown  ;  each  died 
in  exile.  But  the  resemblance  in  their  lives  thus 
evoked  is  not  so  great  as  the  diflFerence  of  their 
portraits — portraits  wliich  truly  require  an  abler 
hand  than  ours  to  do  them  justice. 

Brought  up  amidst  ever}'  beauty  of  nature  and 
beneath  a  genial  sky,  the  good  Neapolitan  Princess 
carried  witli  her  through  life  a  grace  and  wanntli 
symbolical  of  her  country.  Nor  was  that  all  :  she 
gathered  sweet  Howers  from  each  land  she  dwelt  in, 
and  dispensed  the  perfume,  while  she  took  unto  her- 
self the  bitter  herbs  from  affliction's  path,  and  from 
them  received  strength.  Thus,  gentle  in  prosperity 
and  dignified  in  adversity,  loving  and  beloved,  she 
lived  on  earth  until  it  pleased  God  to  call  her  to 
Himself. 

After  the  recollection  of  Marie  Am61ie  has  stirred 
up  tender  and  pious  emotions  in  our  breasts,  it  is 
with  a  sudden  revulsion  of  feeling  that  we  see  in 
imagination  the  figure  of  Napoleon:  the  solitary  man, 
wearing  a  reduKjote  grise  and  a  three-cornered  hat, 
standing  with  knitted  brow  and  folded  arms  upon  an 
island  which  rises  like  a  mountain  out  of  the  sea. 
The    sun    may   shine   \x\)on   his  rocky  pedestal,   the 
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waves  may  beat  against  it,  but  neither  sun  nor 
waves  can  destroy  the  chained  eagle's  hideous  legacy 
written  there  in  characters  of  dire  vengeance  :  Je 
legxie  Xopiyrohre  de  ma  mart  a  la  maison  recjnante 
iVA  ngleterre. 

And  to  this  is  reduced  Napoleon,  the  once  master 
of  Europe  ;  he  whose  very  name  struck  horror  and 
dismay  into  many  a  vanquished  heart!  He  was 
as  the  firebrand  of  the  world ;  and  yet  there  he 
stands,  vanquished,  alone — to  die  desolate.  Well 
may  the  great  prisoner  contemplate  the  immensity 
around  him,  as  an  eagle  watches  the  skies;  and 
well  may  he,  eagle-like,  long  to  fly  up  to  the  sun, 
that  he  may  at  least  die  in  a  globe  of  fire.  Some 
children  may  listen  to  his  story,  and  then,  trembling 
with  fear,  bury  themselves  in  their  snowy  cribs ; 
some  may  lie  awake  all  night  thrilling  with  excite- 
ment at  the  bold  adventurer's  course ;  and  some  may 
even  yet  long  to  free  him  from  that  island  rock  ;  for, 
as  Napoleon  himself  said,  when,  on  his  way  to  St. 
Helena,  he  observed  that  the  English  midshipmen 
treated  him  with  marked  respect :  "  Children  are  full 
of  enthusiasm."  And  we  who  now  write,  although 
we  may  no  longer  urge  a  child's  excuse  for  being  en- 
thusiastic, if  indeed  enthusiasm  calls  for  an  excuse, 
we  ourselves  are  deeply  moved,  as  we  take,  one  by 
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one,  the  relics,  honoured   in  Holland  House,  of  the 
great  Napoleon  ;  for 

'*  All  qucird  ! — Dark  spirit !  what  moat  be 
The  madness  of  thy  memory  ! "  * 

First  we  note  a  locket  containing  Napoleon's  hair, 
and  a  piece  of  paper  with  some  more  hair  in  it. 
The  locket  is  in  crystal,  surmounted  by  the  eagle 
and  the  crown  of  laurels  due  to  the  hero,  with  the 
word  Napoleone  on  the  back.  There  is  but  little 
hair,  and  that  little  is  tied  by  a  tricolor  string. 
Enveloping  the  paper  with  hair  in  it  are  copies 
of  two  letters  to  IMrs.  Fox  :  one  from  the  third 
Lord  Holland,  the  other  from  Barry  O'Meara.  The 
first  is  a  kind  of  introduction  to  the  second ;  and 
the  second  tends  to  prove  the  high  esteem  in  which 
Charles  James  Fox  had  been  held  by  the  hero  who 
at  one  time  swayed  the  destinies  of  Europe : — 


"  HoNBLE.  Mrs.  Fox, 

"  St.  Anne's  Hill, 

"  Chertsky. 

'*  Dear  Mrs.  Fox 

"Mr.    O'Meara    is  just    come   here,    in    the 
expectation  of  finding  you,  and  giving  you  the  en- 

*  Byron,  Ode  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 


XXIY.]  NAPOLEON'S   HAIR.  1*1 

closed  present  of  Napoleon  s  hair,  which  he  says  that 
you  expressed  a  wish  to  possess.  He  begs  me  to 
send  it  with  his  compliments  and  respects. 

*'  Ever  truly  your  affect^ 

**Vassall  Holland. 

''}WiAu(/.  1822. 

''Have  the  goodness  to  acknowledge   tlie   receipt 
of  the  lock  by  a  line  directed 

**  to  Barrv  O'Meara,  Esq., 
**  No.  3,  Lyons  Inn, 

"Newcastle  Street." 


*'3,  Lyons  Inn,  Strand,  August  22. 

''  Madam 

"  It  has  given  me  infinite  satisfaction  that  it 
should  have  been  in  my  power  to  have  offered  you 
any  relic,  however  trifling,  of  the  departed  hero  ; 
more  especially  as  I  am  quite  convinced  that,  were 
he  in  existence,  he  would  feel  gratified  by  any 
attention  shown  to  the  relict  of  that  great  man 
whose  name  I  never  heard  him  pronounce  un- 
accompanied by  some  expression  of  approbation, 
or  of  esteem.  With  these  sentiments,  I  do  my- 
self the  pleasure  of  enclosing  you  a  small  fragment 
of   the   hand-writing   of  the   man   whose   signature 
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once   decided    the   fate   of    kings    and    of    nations, 
and  have  the  lionour  to  be 

**  Madam, 
''  With  Kieat  respect  and  esteem, 
**  Your   very  ob*   servant 

"  Barry  E.  O'Meara. 

"  To  Mr*.  Foxr 

Furtlicr  on  we  find  a  ring,  a  very  narrow  gold 
ring  with  an  enierakl  and  two  poor  diamonds ;  a 
cross  of  the   Legion  of  Honour,  and  a  sock. 

The    ring   seems    to    have    been   brought  from  St. 
Helena  for  Elizal)eth,  Lady  HoHand,  in  whose  hand- 
writing we  find  with  the  ring  :  **  Sent  by  Countess 
Bertrand,  by  Major  Poppleton."     The  cross  was  the 
one  worn  by  Napoleon,  and  given  to  Lady  Holland 
by  General  Flahault,  and    the   sock  Napoleon  wore 
at   the   moment  of  his  death.      There  is  also  some 
snuft'  which  was  found  in  his  snuff-box  at  Longwood 
after  he  died,  and  given  to  Lady  Holland  by  Count 
Montholon   on    the    1st   of    Oetol)er,    1821.       Some 
people  may  sneer  at  the  triviality  of  such  relics,  or 
recoil  at  the  associations  they  suggest ;  but  as  things 
worthless  in  themselves  are  infinitely  precious  to  the 
lover,  if  his  beloved  has  worn  or  touched  them,  so 
is  it  to  the  hero-worshipper  with  what  has  been  in 
contact  with   his  or  her  hero. 
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Together  with  these  comparatively  trifling  objects 
is  a  copy  of  the  Edinhurgh  Review  for  December 
181G,  noted  by  the  great  man,  and  thus  giving 
a  sample,  if  not  of  his  handwriting,  at  least  of  his 
mind.  The  noting,  unfortunately,  is  in  pencil,  and 
so  faint  that  if  it  includes  any  actual  words,  these 
are  practically  unreadable. 

Tjady  Holland  herself,  in  a  note  at  the  beginning, 
tells  us  that  this  number  of  the  Edinhurgh  Review 
was  given  to  her  by  Mr.  O'Meara,  and  that  the  pencil 
marks  on  the  margin  of  the  article  on  "Letters 
from  St.  Helena"  were  made  by  Napoleon,  who 
expressed  on  reading  it  much  surprise  at  the 
minute  knowledge  of  the  Review^er  upon  some  eaxly 
events  of  his  life,*  which  he  had  himself  almost 
forgotten. 

On  the  first  page  of  the  Review,  there  is  the 
autograph  of  Barry  E.  O'Meara. 

The  review  is  upon  Letters  from  St.  Helena, 
By  William  Wakden,  Surgeon  on  board  the  North- 
umberland. 8vo.  London,  1816.  The  letters  are 
favourable  to  Napoleon,  and  the  review  is  favourable 
to  the  letters.  Our  business,  however,  is  neither 
wuth   the   review   nor  with   the  letters,  so  much  as 

And  no  wonder,  since  it  appears  that  the  reviewer  was  John 

Allen. 
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Aviih  the   expresi?i«^ii  of  Napoleon's   feelings  as  here 
fouml  ujK»n  the  former. 

At  page  4G6,  Napc»leon  marks  with  peneil  crosses 
a  paragraph  alluJing  to  the  noble  origin  of  his 
fiimily.  It  was  originally  Tuscan,  and  had  been 
settled  for  many  centuries  at  San  Miniato.  As  the 
reviewer  says,  at  the  height  of  Napoleon's  fortune 
there  weiv  flatterers  who  found  or  fabricated  proofs 
of  his  descent  from  the  ancient  princes  or  tyrants  of 
Treviso :  but  then*  was  probably  as  little  founda- 
tion for  this  £:eueah>iiv  as  for  the  miserable  im- 
postures  of  the  emigrants  who  represented  him  as 
sprung  from  the   lowest  dregs  of  the  people. 

At  page  467,  he  marks  an  account  of  his  early 
education  and  an  allusion  to  the  kindness  shown 
him  after  the  death  of  his  father  by  his  great  uncle 
Lucien,  Archdeacon  of  Ajaccio  ;  and  the  statement 
of  his  having  written  a  history  of  Corsica,  which  he 
sent  to  the  Abbd  Ravnal,  then  residinor  at  Mar- 
seilles,  who  advised  him  to  publish  it. 

At  page  468,  he  marks  an  account  given  of  the 
grounds  of  difference  between  him  and  Pozzo  di 
Borgo,  with  whom  he  was,  at  first,  on  terms  of 
intimacy,  and,  later,  on  terms  of  the  bitterest 
animosity. 

At  page  469,  he  marks  an  anecdote  of  his  pointing 
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out  to  his  brother  at  Toulon,  after  the  allied 
army  had  left  the  town,  a  spot  where  an  unskilful 
attack  on  one  of  the  forts  had  caused  an  unnecessary- 
slaughter,  and  uttering,  with  great  emotion  and 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  that  if  the  wretch  who 
led  the  soldiers  to  the  fort  had  understood  his  duty, 
many  of  those  would  be  living  and  serving  their 
country. 

At  page  473,  he  marks  an  anecdote  told  by 
Count  Meerfeldt,  one  of  the  negotiators  on  the 
part  of  Austria  at  Leoben  and  at  Campo  Formio, 
that  on  the  part  of  Austria  he,  Meerfeldt,  offered 
a  principality  in  Germany  to  Napoleon,  who  replied 
that  it  would  never  answer  for  him,  and  added 
that  it  was  his  object  to  obtain  admission  into  the 
government  of  his  own  country,  and  that  if  he 
could  once  set  his  foot  into  the  stirrup  he  had  no 
doubt  he  should  go  a  great  way. 

Pages  477  and  478  deal  with  the  well-known  and 
much-debated  charge  against  Napoleon,  that  he  re- 
commended to  Desgenettes  to  give  a  dose  of  opium 
to  the  soldiers  at  Jaffa  who  being  ill  with  the  plague 
could  neither  be  removed  without  great  risk  of  infec- 
tion nor  live  twenty-four  hours ;  and  to  Desgenettes' 
fine  answer,  that  son  metier  Stoit  de  guerir  et  non 
de  tuer.     Lower  down   on   page    478,  the  reviewer 
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says  :  **  lie  must  liave  a  miinl  strongly  biassed  by 
prejudieo,  who  can  represent  the  proposal  of  Napoleon 
as  arising  from  a  callous  insensibility  to  the  suf- 
ferings an<l  fate  of  his  sohliors.  It  had  its  source, 
on  the  contrary,  in  strong  but  ill-directed  feelings 
of  humanity,  which  neither  h(*  nor  Desgenettes  had 
a  right  to  indulge  in  the  manner  proposed."  Which 
observation  Napoleon,   at   least  partly,  marks. 

At  page  479,  he  marks  almost  all  the  following 
j)assagc  :  *'  We  have  heard,  that  when  the  new^s  of 
liis  return  [from  Kgvpt]  reached  Paris,  the  Directory 
ordered  Fouche,  tlieir  Minister  of  Police,  to  arrest 
his  person  ;  but  Fouche  declined  the  office,  saying, 
^il  )t\'sf  ])((s  homme  d  se  laisser  arrefer ;  au^'isi 
ne  suis-je  ]>os  Vhomme  qui  Varrctera? '  *' 

And  at  page  4S(),  he  marks  what  follows : — 
The  western  departments  w^ere  desolated  by  civil 
war,  which  the  abominable  law  of  hostiiges  had 
rekindled.  Napoleon  [after  the  18th  of  Brumaire] 
abolished  the  law  of  hostages — closed  the  list  of 
Emigrants — and,  by  a  judicious  mixture  of  mild- 
ness and  severity,  restored  tranquillity  to  those 
departments/' 

To  account  for  these  relics  of  the  great  Emperor 
being  kept  here,  we  must  remind  the  reader  of  a 
few  facts  gleaned  from  Lord  Holland's  Foreign  Remi- 
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iiisconces,  or  elsewhere,  and  showing  that  Napoleon's 
acquaintance  with  the  family  was  more  than  formal. 

On   the    1st  of  October,   1801,  the    preliminaries 
of    the    Peace   of   Amiens   had    been    signed    at    St. 
Anne's  Hill  ;  and  six  months  afterwards  peace  was 
finally  concluded  at  Amiens  by  Joseph   Buonaparte 
and    Lord    (/ornwallis.     During   the   short   cessation 
of   hostilities   after   this   pc^ace,    Charles   James   Fox 
went    over    to    France    and    had    various    meetings 
with  Napoleon,  then  First  Consul  of  the  Republic, 
who  asked  him   to  dinner    often,  and    showed    him 
many  civilities.     One  day  Fox  had  visited  Napoleon's 
Palace  of   JMalmaison,  but  not  content  with   seeing 
what  the    ordinary  run  of  visitors  were  allowed  to 
see,  he  manifested  a  great  desire  to  be  shown  Napo- 
leon's private  apartments.     This  was  strictly  against 
all  orders;   but  Fox  would  not  be  refused,  and  he 
was   at   last   taken    into   Napoleon's    study.      Some 
papers    were    strewn    upon    the    table  ;    but   Fox's 
attention    was    especially    drawn    to    a    magnificent 
writing-desk,    made    according    to    Napoleon's    own 
idea,  and  which  he  generally  used. 

At  St.  Cloud,  Fox  found  greater  difficulty  in 
secMug  what  he  wanted,  but  there  too  he  at  last 
succeeded,  and  was  pleased  with  a  very  good  like- 
ness  of   Ruyter   in    one    of   the   galleries.     On   one 
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side  of  the  vStudy,  shut  in  by  Napoleon's  writing- 
tahle,  he  saw  a  miniature  of  William,  Prince  of 
Orange,  given  him  by  the  King  of  the  Netherlands. 
Coming  out  of  the  study  by  the  opposite  door  he 
noticed  some  marble  busts  placed  together  in  a 
certain  degree  of  confusion.  The  first  was  that  of 
France's  implacable  enemy,  Chatham !  One  of  the 
busts  was  turned  towards  the  wall :  Fox  wondered, 
but  did  not  ask,  who  it  was ;  his  guide,  however, 
offered  to  disclose  the  mystery.  It  represented 
neither  more  nor  less  than  Fox  himself.  He  seemed 
surprised  ;  but  the  incident  is  to  us  fraught  with 
interest,  and  we  learn  with  pleasure  that  the  sculptor 
received  a  beautiful  snuff-box  as  a  recompense  for  his 
labours. 

It  was  at  about  tliis  time  that  Lord  and  Lady 
Holland  were  introduced  to  the  great  man.  Lord 
Holland  says  that  Napoleon  had  but  little  conver- 
sation either  with  himself  or  with  Lady  Holland  ; 
but  that  he  was  aware  of  the  inmiense  admiration 
the  latter  entertained  for  his  genius.  The  admira- 
tion was  reciproccal,  and  Napoleon  evinced  his  grati- 
tude by  ordering  that  Lord  and  Lady  Holland 
should  be  treated  with  every  civility  during  their 
stay  in  France.  At  that  time,  too,  he  and  Fox 
had   an   interesting    conversation    upon  the    subject 
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of  the  iiiferDal  machine,  which  he  accused  the 
English  of  having  made ;  particularly  designating 
Mr.  Windham. 

In  1814,  after  Napoleon  had  abdicated,  Lady 
Holland  caused  to  be  conveyed  to  him  at  Elba 
messages  of  respect  and  sympathy,  as  also  some 
papers  he  was  anxious  for. 

As  we  already  know.  Lord  Holland  was  very  much 
against  his  being  sent  to  St  Helena,  and,  after  he 
had  been  sent  there,  violently  opposed  the  Bill  for 
the  more  eflfectually  detaining  in  custody  Napoleon 
Buonaparte. 

On  that  occasion  the  following  protest  was  entered 
in  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords : — 

Protest  against  the  Bill  for  Detaining 

Napoleon  Buonapaute. 

'*  Dissentient ; 

"  Because,  without  reference  to  the  character  or 
previous  conduct  of  the  person  who  is  the  object 
of  the  present  bill,  I  disapprove  of  the  measure 
which  it  sanctions  and  continues. 

"To  consign  to  distant  exile  imd  imprisonment 
a  foreign  and  captive  chief,  w^ho,  after  the  abdication 
of  his  authority,  relying  on  British  generosity,  had 
surrendered  himself  to  us  in  preference  to  his  otlier 
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enemies,  is  unworthy  tlu*  magnanimity  of  a  great 
country, — and  tlie  treaties  by  which,  after  his  cap- 
tivity, we  bound  ourjsclves  to  detain  him  in  custody 
at  the  will  of  sovereigns  to  whom  he  had  never 
surrendered  himself,  ai)i)ear  to  me  repugnant  to  the 
principles   of  e<iuity,    and    utterly    uncalled    for   by 

expedience  or  necessity. 

•'  Vassall   Holland."  * 


if  Lord  Holland  had  defended  him,  and  was  in- 
dignant at  the*  course  pursued  by  England  towards 
him,  I.ady  Holland,  with  her  perfect  hero-worship 
for  him,  used  to  minister  juactically  to  the  allevia- 
tion of  his  suH'eriijgs,  sending  him  out  any  new 
publications  or  other  luxuries  that  she  thought  would 
be   aijreeablr  to    him. 

Tint  two  following  letteis,  out  of  the  MSS.  in 
the  British  Museum,  one  from  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
for<l  to  Lady  Holland,  and  one  from  Lady  HoUand 
to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  can  lie  appropriately  placed 
here.  Lady  Holland's  letter,  indeed,  as  that  of  a 
clever,  well-informed  woman  of  the  world,  writing 
from  England  in  1820,  is  more  than  XapoleonicaUy 
interesting  : — 


1  Monda\',  April  8,  lt?l(>.    Parliamentary  Debates.     Vol.  xxxiii. 
p.  1020. 
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"WoBURN  Adbev,  Jan'  U,   1817, 

"  My  dear  Lady  Holland, 

"As  I  understand  you  are  about  to  send 
some  things  to  St.  Helena  by  the  Conqueror,  I  have 
directed  a  parcel  of  Books  to  be  sent  to  Holland 
House,  which  I  request  you  wdll  have  the  goodness 
to  forward  by  the  same  opportunity  to  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  for  Bonaparte,  and  I  shall  be  happy  if  they 
can  in  any  degree  tend  to  relieve  tlie  tedium  of  liis 
captivity — every  thing  that  can  be  done  to  soften 
the  rigours  of  it,  is  of  course  eagerly  seized  upon  by 
a  gallant  and  high-minded  soldier  like  Sir  Hudson  ; 
still  liowever,  Books  which  may  not  be  within  reach 
in  the  Island  cannot  fail  to  be  of  some  (/onsolation, 
and  I  hope  he  will  accept  these  jus  a  trifling  testi- 
mony of  the  many  civilities  I  received  from  various 
branches  of  his  Family  whilst  I  was  in  Italy.  If 
you  write  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  be  good  enough  to 
offer  my  best  compliments  to  him,  he  will  perhaps 
recollect  having  met  me  whilst  his  carriage  was 
repairing  in  a  small  village   in  the  Tyrol. 

"  Ever  yours  affectionately, 

^'Bedford."' 


*  J^>ritish  ^fusoiim.     Add.  :^1S.  ir»,7L>0,  «'.  .5.5,  r>0.     Lottere  to 
Sir  Hudson  Lowr. 
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"  Holland  Housk, 
"  Saturday  July  29,  1820. 

"Dear  Sir  Hudson, 

"  I  liave  this  day  closed  my  accustomed 
packages  for  Your  Island,  and  by  L?  Bathursts 
permission  have  sent  them  to  his  office;  there  are 
two  cases  only  chiefly  of  Books,  one  contains  a 
glass  locket  in  which  there  is  a  portrait  of  the  late 
Empress  Josephine.  It  came  from  the  Duchess  of 
St.  Leu.  The  list  of  Books  I  enclose,  some  are 
the  suite  of  sets  I  sent  upon  former  occasions. 
The  whole  was  packed  in  my  own  room,  and  I 
can  vouch  on  my  honor  that  tliere  is  nothing  con- 
traband. The  box  of  Sweetmeats  are  as  usual  the 
Neapolitan  Mostaccioli,  which  are  much  relished 
by  Y'  illustrious  Captive.  The  newspapers  will 
apprize  you  of  the  strange  Revolution  which  has 
taken  place  at  Naples.  Some  say  it  is  an  Aus- 
trian plot  to  get  possession  of  that  Kingdom 
again,  others  that  it  has  been  effected  solely  by 
the  Clubs  of  the  Carbonieri  and  that  it  will 
extend  to  the  North  of  Italy  and  end  in  the 
expulsion  of  the  Austrians  from  thence.  Oxala! 
se  fuesse.  This  however  will  be  difficult  as  the 
Italian  troops  in  their  service  have  been  most 
carefully   removed   into   Hungaiy.      Spain    has    in- 
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fected  Portugal,  and  an  explosion  may  be  looked 
for  any  day  in  that  Country.  In  the  meantime 
we  are  not  very  comfortable  here,  this  sad  busi- 
ness of  the  Queen's  has  inflamed  the  publick 
mind  to  a  most  extraordinary  degree  of  heat, 
the  Rabble  cry  out  for  injured  innocence,  .  .  . 
The  soldiers,  especially  those  alx)ut  London  who 
are  married,  influenced  by  their  Wives,  for  the 
Women  are  all  QueeniteSy  are  tainted,  and  it  is 
far  from  impossible  that  we  may  see  a  junction 
of  mob  and  soldiery  in  her  favor,  for  it  is  a 
singular  fact  that  these  persons  cannot  be  made 
to  understand  the  difi'erence  of  Queen,  and  Queen 
Consort,  and  fancy  it  is  no  departure  from  their 
allegiance  to  prefer  Queen  to  King,  pretending 
their  rights  are  the  same.  The  danger  is  that  mis- 
chievous and  artful  persons  will  take  advantage  of 
this  feeling,  and  under  the  name  of  the  Queen's 
cause  effect  an  overthrow  of  the  present  Institu- 
tions for  their  own  objects.  I  own  for  one  that 
I  am  far  from  easy  and  wish  the  months  of 
August  and  September  safely  over.  The  Duke  of 
York  is  become  extremely  popular.  He  is  often 
stopped  in  the  Streets  and  huzza 'd  for  appearing 
amongst  them,  which  they  contrast  with  the  King's 
seclusion    entirely,   of  himself    from   publick   view, 
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which  is  unlucky  for  hiiu   a.^  I  nm  sure  his  niannei-s 
wouhl  win,   if  h(^  wouM  show  liimself  oftener.      The 
imperious   duty    imj)Ose<]    uj>on    the    Peers   of   regu- 
lar {ittondeiicc  on  th(»   17th   of   Aufl:ust  from   10   in 
the    m'^'^   till    G    in    the    t-veninji;    is    very    annoying, 
will     be    injurious    to    health,    and    destroys   many 
plans   of    pleasure,   all    the    Grouse    Sportsmen    are 
baffled ;    the  Duke  of  Bedford,   who  had  purchased 
a  large  tract  of  land  and  House  in  the  Highlands, 
is  disappointed  for  this  ^^eason.     AVe  had  intended 
to  make  an  exeui'sion  for  some  weeks  into    France, 
must    I    fear   renounce    the    project.      A   propos    of 
France     some     j>ersons     have    l)een     deterred     from 
going  there    hy  the   open    language  of  the    French, 
who    have    declared    they    shall    detain    every    Eng- 
lishman    and     German,     if     they    get    rid    of    the 
Bourbons,    unless   the    Son   of  Napoleon  is   restored 
to  Paris. 

**  I  hope  in  a  few  weeks  to  send  another  case 
which  will  contiiin  a  book  of  great  interest  one  I 
shall  beg  you  to  aeeept,  and  the  other  to  forward 
to  Longwood.  It  is  the  work  of  Helzoni  the  Italian 
traveller  in  Egypt,  and  also  a  little  cadeau  for 
Napoleon  which  I  hope  the  King  will  be  good 
enough  to  let  me  have  for  him,  a  copy  of  Sir 
Thomas  Lawrences  Skrtcli  of  this  Son,  done  lately 
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at  Vienna  but  this  I  am  afraid  from  Sir  Thomas's 
occupations  I  cannot  get  for  some  time. 

*'I  hope  the  climate  has  not  disagreed  with  your 
family,  Lord  Holland  has  suffered  a  good  deal  from 
gout,  but  latterly  has  enjoyed  good  health. 

"Y^  obed'  humble  Ser' 

'^ Eliza.  V.  Holland."' 

Napoleon,  on  his  part,  sent  Lady  Holland  many 
things  during  his  lifetime,  and  at  his  death  a  snuff- 
box was  found,  in  which  was  a  piece  of  paper 
bearing  the  following  words  : — "  L'empereur  Napo- 
leon <\  Lady  Holland,  t(5moignage  de  satisfaction  et 
d'estime." 

'  This  box  had  been  presented  to  Napoleon  by  Pope 
Pius  VI.  at  Tolentino,  in  February  1797.  But  it 
is  not  in  the  collection  at  Holland  House,  Lady 
Holland  having  left  it  to  the  British  Museum, 
where  the  above-mentioned  paper  luay  still  be  seen 
with  the  original  words,  which  neither  have  accents 
nor   apostrophes. 

Amongst  the  MSS.  at  Holland  House  we  find  tlu» 
Em])erors  legacy  commented  upon  at  some  length 
by  Lor<l  Carlisle,  who,   having  heard  Lady  Holland 

'  JJritish  Museum.  Add.  .M8.  15,7i>9,  ff.  Ill  —  Ill.  Letters 
to  JSir  Iluilson  L(>we. 
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was  to  have  the  box,  witli  more   impetuosity    than 
t^ict  gave  vent  to   his  feeliugs  against  Napoleon : — 

"  Iji«ly,  reject  tlio  gift,  'tis  tinged  with  gore ! 
Those  crimsua  8|X)ts  a  dreadful  tale  relate. 
It  has  been  gras|»*d  by  an  infernal  power, 
And  by  that  hand — which  seal'd  young  £n;^hicn*8  fate. 

**  Lady — reject  the  gift,  beneath  its  lid 
Discord,  and  slaughter,  and  relentless  war, 
With  every  plague  to  wretchetl  man,  lie  hid — 
lA-t  not  these  loose,  to  range  the  world  afar : 

''  Say  what  congenial  to  his  lu^art  of  stone 
In  thy  soft  bosom  cou'd  the  Tyrant  trace ! 
V/hen  does  the  Dove  thn  Eagle's  friend^liip  own  i 
Or  the  AVolf  hold  the  Limb,  in  pure  embrace? 

*'  Think  of  that  Pile  ^  to  Addison  so  dear. 
Where  Sully  feasted  ;  and  where  Rogers*  song 
Still  adds  sweet  music  to  the  perfum*d  air, 
And  gently  leads  each  grace  and  muse  along : 

**  Pollute  not  then  these  scenes — the  gift  destroy  : 
'Twill  scare  the  Drya<ls  from  tlial  luvely  shade, 
With  them  will  fly  all  rural  peace  and  joy. 
And  screaming  fiends  their  verdajit  haunts  invadr. 

'*  i'hat  mystic  Box  hath  magic  power  to  raise 
Spectres  of  Myriads  slain,  a  ghastly  baud : 
They'l  vex  thy  slumbers,  cloud  tliy  sunny  days, 
Starting  from  Moscowa's  snows,  or  Egypt's  sand. 


Holland  House. 
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*'  The  warning  Muse,  no  idle  trifler  deem ; 
Plunge  the  curst  mischief  in  wi<le  Ocean's  flood  ; 
Or  give  it  to  our  own  Majestic  stream, 
The  only  stream — lie  could  not  dye  with.  bloo^L"* 

But  the  snuff-box  elicited  other  poetical  effusions 
iKBsides  those  of  Lord  Carlisle,  and  at  the  time  more 
consonant  with  Lady  Holland  s  feelings.  One  is  from 
Tom  Moore  : — 

**  Gift  of  the  Hero,  on  his  dying  day 
To  her,  whose  pity  watch'd  for  ever  nigh. 
Oh  I  cou'd  he  see  the  proud,  the  happy  ray 
This  relic  lights  up  in  her  generous  eye, 
Sighing,  be'd  feel  how  easy  'tis  to  pay 
A  friendship, — all  his  Kingdom  cou'd  not  buy."  * 


The  following,  by  an  unknown  hand,  can  also  find 
their  place  here,  and  serving  as  a  conclusion  to  the 
subject  of  Napoleon  will  also  conclude  our  notice 
of  the  room  where  mementoes  of  him  are  so  happily 
placed : — 

'^  Many  there  are  who,  when  his  star  was  high, 
Were  raised  to  greatness  by  Napoleon's  power, 
Yet  few  of  all  the  throng  bave  breathed  a  sigb 
Fearless  and  grateful  in  his  darker  bour. 

'*  Some  too  there  are,  who  plucking  wreatbs  of  fame 
In  open  battle  fought  against  his  yoke. 
And  yet  when  Fortune  smiled  upon  their  claim 
No  generous  spark  in  victor's  breasts  awoke. 


Holland  House  MSS.  '  Ibid. 
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■■  ]; ;;  ::.  ■  ;■  '.u'li::  wn  t  •  him  by  love  or  hate. 
Hi-;  i.iitl  ih-  pi,»  ■?  "f  Vitt.ir  an-l  of  frienJ ; 
Wi;-ii  t:ii:r  t;i>  t.'irl-.l  Ion:;  the  Hdtterprs  fate. 
TIiv  I,  i-ii-  wi:;.  !,i-  U-t  >Ut*  and  i-raUe  shall  blend.' 


H.ilinl  H>;. 


■  MSI 


CHArTER   XXV. 


THIC     MINIATURE     ROOM. 


DuitiNfi  Slieiidiiii's  last  illnoss  tlic  medical  attfiudants 
ii.'ikcd  hJin  if  he  had  ever  undergone  an  operation, 
and  his  answer  was,  "  Never,  oxCTjit  wlien  sitting 
for  my  jiicture,  or  having  my  hair  cut.'' ' 

But  Sheridan  lived  in  the  days  of  miniature 
piiinting,  and  now  the  art  is  fast  dying  out  beneath 
that  modern  telegraph  of  portraiture,  photography, 
Tlie  art  of  minijiture  painting  may  now,  indeed, 
1)0  called  one  of  the  past.  Nor  should  we  lament 
its  Siid  deatli  hy  a  sunstroke.  Rather  let  ua  think 
of  ir»  brilliant  birth  amid  oM  illuminations,  and 
forgot  the  degmdation  of  it.**  end  in  tlie  Hpleiidour 
of  its  origin. 


'   K.igera'a  Tubl.- Talk.     (Hyce.) 
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Tlic  etymology  of  miniature  is  from  minium^  a 
red  lead.  In  tliis  minium  were  traced  letters, 
examples  of  which  are  found  in  the  MSS.  of  the 
fifteenth  century.  Tlie  chief  feature  in  miniature 
painting  is  the  stippling ;  the  surface  most  fre- 
quently used  is  ivory ;  and  amongst  miniaturists, 
one  of  the  most  fixmous  is  O.D.  da  Gobbio,  of  the 
thirteenth  century.^  Our  present  business  is,  how- 
ever, with  some  miniaturists  of  the  seventeenth  and 
eigliteeiith  centuries,  specimens  of  whose  works  are 
in  the  Miniature  Room  at  Holland  House. 

We  shall  begin  by  Samuel  CooiKjr,  sometimes 
called  Little  Van  Dyck,  who  lived  from  1609 
till  1G72.  lie  was  born  in  London,  and,  pupil 
as  well  as  nephew  of  Hoskins,  was  pre-eminent 
in  miniature  art,  from  the  beauty  of  his  tints  and 
his  graceful  treatment  of  the  hair.  His  works  are 
prized  in  France  and  Italy,  and  his  miniatures 
are  commonly  signed  with  his  cypher.  By  him  in 
the  Miniature  Room  we  have  certainly  one  minia- 
ture of  Charles  IL ;  and  there  is,  also  in  the  same 

^  Eeally  Oderisi  da  Gubbio,  of  Gubbio,  in  the  duchy  of  Urbino. 

Ho  belonged  to  Cimabue's  school,  and  has  been  immortalized  by 

Dante : — 

"  Oh,  dissi  lui,  non  se'  tu  Oderisi, 

L'  onor  d'  Agobbio,  e  V  onor  di  quell*  arte, 

Ch'  alluminare  o  cbiamata  in  ParisiT' 

Pun/otorio,  xi.  79 — 81. 
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room,  another  of  the  same  King,  supposed  to  be 
by  the  same  artist. 

Then  there  is  a  miniature  of  Mr.  Wyndham  by 
Samuel  Shelley,  wlio  was  born  in  Whitechapel, 
was  almost  self-educated,  and  founded  his  art  upon 
Reynolds ;  first  exhibiting  miniature  portraits  at  the 
Royal  Academy  in  1774,  and  afterwards  becoming 
a  constant  contributor.  His  works  show  much  taste 
and  originality,  and  he  treated,  in  miniature,  both 
historical  and  poetical  subjects.     He  died  in  1808. 

By  Samuel  Collins,  who  was  a  miniature  painter 
of  great  excellence,  in  the  reign-  of  George  III., 
we  have  Lady  Caroline  Fox. 

The  next  artist  we  would  mention  is  Richard 
Cosway,  R.A.,  who  was  born  at  Tiverton  in  Devon- 
shire (1741),  and  died  in  London  (1821).  He  was 
eminent  in  water-colour  miniatures  as  well  as  in 
oils,  and  he  would  appear  to  have  aimed,  not 
altogether  unsuccessfully,  at  Correggio's  manner. 
Vain,  eccentric,  and  believing  himself  inspired,  he 
became  an  object  of  satire.  But  he  was  noticed 
by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  whom  he  painted  as  a 
f/cjitlemany  and  not  as  a  cooccomh  or  an  actor.  By 
him  we  have  : — 

liOrd  Holland. 

Lady   Holland. 

VOL.    II.  M 
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Hon.   Miss  Fox,  and 

I'liarles  Ellis,  Esq. 

Maria  Cosway  was  Richard  s  wife.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Hadfield,  and  she  painted  with  talent 
small  subject-pictures  as  well  as  miniatures.  At 
one  time  she  tried  to  shine  in  society,  which  need 
not  have  been  difficult  to  her,  for  she  was  hand- 
some. But  in  1804  she  left  the  world,  and  became 
the  Superioress  of  a  convent  at  Lyons.  By  her, 
in  the  ^liniature  Room,  we  have  a  small  oil  portrait 
of  Lady  Affleck. 

Andrew  Plimer,  the  miniature  painter,  who  died  in 
1837,  was  a  native  of  Bridgewater.  He  exhibited 
at  the  Royal  Academy,  in  1786,  some  miniatures, 
chiefly  in  character.  There  is  by  him,  in  the  Minia- 
ture Room,  at  least  one  miniature  of  C.  J.  Fox. 

By  Mrs,  Mee,  who  exhibited  towards  the  end 
of  the  last  century,  there  is  Lady  Elizabeth  Forster 
(afterwards  Duchess  of  Devonshire).  It  was  this 
Duchess  of  Devonshire  who  was  the  friend  of 
Madame  de  Stael  and  an  acquaintance  of  Gibbon ; 
and  who  at  Rome  caused  various  editions  of  remark- 
able works  to  be  printed.  She  died  of  fever  when 
she  w^as  about  having  an  edition  made  of  Dante. 

By  Francis  Cotes,  R.A.,  there   is   a   miniatiire  of 
Lady  Sarah  Lennox. 
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According  to  the  manner  of  Stump,  who  exhibited 
at  the  Royal  Academy  in  1784-5,  is: 

The  Right  Hon.  John  Hookham  Frere. 

By  Thorburn,  the  present  Lady  Holland. 

By  Duke  Casarano  at  Naples,  copied  from  a 
miniature  of  Mr.  Temple's:    Lord  Palmerston. 

The  rest  of  the  miniatures  are  almost  itW  by 
artists  unknown,  or  whose  names  we  have  not  veri- 
fied satisfactorily  to  ourselves. 

The  Hon.  T.  Pelham,  afterwards  the  second  Lord 
Pel  ham. 

Lord  H.  Spencer. 

Florentius  Vassall. 

The  Duchess  of  Devonshire,  the  witty  and  accom- 
plished beauty,  whose  face  could  not  but  secure  an 
artist's  willing  labours.  She  was,  however,  Fox's 
famous  political  partisan;^  and  it  is  thei^fore  spe- 
cially fitting  that  her  picture  should  adorn  the  walls 
of  Holland  House. 

Prince  Augustus,  in  Highland  dress. 

The  Countess  of  Bessborough. 

Lord   Holland. 

Lord  Wycombe. 

Lope  de  Vega. 

Francis,  fifth  Duke  of  Bedford. 

1  See  Vol.  I.  p.  92. 
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Lady  Louisa  ConoUy,  sister  of  the  first  Lady 
Holland. 

La  Duchesse  de  Polignac. 

Bartholomew  Frere. 

Lady  Sheffield. 

Lady  Holland. 

La  Comtesse  Scavronski. 

Lord    Townsend.      This    is    probably    the    Lord 

■ 

Townsend  who  quarrelled  with  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland, and  about  whom  there  is  a  rather  good 
anecdote.  One  of  the  Duke's  friends,  seeing  him 
at  a  review  where  he  was  not  exactly  wanted, 
said  :  "  How  is  it  that  you  honour  us  with  your 
presence  to-day?  I  suppose  you  are  merely  a 
spectator  V  To  which  Lord  Townsend  answered : 
"  And  why  may  one  not  come  here  as  a  Spectator^ 
Sir,  as  well  as  a  Tatler?''^ 

Besides  the  miniatures  in  this  room,  we  would 
mention  two  lovely  groups  by  Pinelli,  and  two 
reliefs,  one  of  Frederick  the  Great,  King  of  Prussia, 
and  one  of  Henry,  Prince  of  Prussia,  the  clever 
warrior,  who  was  off'ered  the  crown  of  Poland,  and 
who  contributed  so  much  to  Frederick's  success  in 
the  Seven  Years'  War. 

^  J.  H.  Jesse  :  George  Selwyn  and  his  Contemporaries. 
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The  Miniature  Room  is  hung  with  yellow,  ami, 
in  accordance  with  its  name,  it  is  quite  little — ■ 
12  feet  long,  9  feet  wide,  and  7i  feet  high — small 
and  low.  Its  two  doors  communicate,  one  with 
the  Gilt  Room  and  one  with  the  Yellow  Drawing 
Room,  and  it  forms  a  strikingly  diminutive  episode 
oa  the  first  floor.' 

For  much  information  reepecling  the  artUts  mentioned  in  this 
chapter  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Samuel  Bedgrave'a  List  of  the 
artists  who  practised  in  miniature,  and  whose  works  were  exhibited 
on  loan  at  the  South  Kensington  Museum  (June  1S63). 


CHAPTER  XXVr. 

LADY  Holland's  private  rooms  and  the  blue  room. 

"  Holland  House  on  fire ! "  Such  was  the  cry 
whkh,  on  the  10th  of  January,  1871,  struck  horror 
into  our  breasts.  Could  it  be  true?  Was  the  dear 
old  house,  with  all  its  associations,  with  its  thou- 
sand precious  relics  of  art  and  history,  really  going 
to  disappear  from  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  Should 
we  have  to  seek  with  a  trembling  hand  for  the 
canvas  over  which  Sir  Joshua's  brush  had  passed, 
or  feverishly  to  try  and  decipher  the  charred  and 
crumbling  fragments  of  Petrarch's  autograph  ? 
Would  Holland  House  in  a  few  hours  be  reduced 
to  blackened  walls,  where  the  owl  might  build  its 
nest  undisturbed,  and  the  silence  of  lifelessness 
forbid  even  the  memorj'  of  gay  laughter  ? 
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Or  worse  :  would  a  new  building  be  raised  where 
the  old  one  had  stood,  without  a  trace  of  the  past, 
without  the  sign  of  age  upon  its  red  bricks  ?  It 
is  a  law,  we  know  it  well,  that  we  are  apt  not  to 
realize  the  intensity  of  our  love  until  we  think  we 
are  about  to  be  separated  from  the  loved  object. 
And  thus  it  was  that  we  only  learned  how  dearly 
we  cared  for  the  old  house  when  telegram  after 
telegram  (for  we  were  away  at  the  time)  gave  us 
to  taste  the  bitter  cup  of  suspense. 

But  Providence  arrested  the  flames  in  their  de- 
stroying course.  Lady  Holland  s  Sitting  Room  alone 
was  the  scene  of  actual  destruction.  True,  it  was 
enough  that  it  should  be  so.  But  the  centre  of  the 
house  was  saved ;  and  the  Library  also,  thank  Heaven, 
stands  in  its  place  still  unharmed.  It  was  sad,  how- 
ever, to  think  of  the  pretty  room,  of  Lady  Holland's 
Sitting  Room,  being  the  victim  to  a  conflagration. 

As  we  knew  the  room  then,  it  was  the  very  per- 
fection of  a  lady's'  boudoir.  Without  containing  any 
particularly  conspicuous  historical  memento,  it  was 
adorned  in  the  most  perfect  taste.  A  pleasing  medley 
there  was  of  good  china,  of  old  snuff-boxes,  and  of 
pretty  drawings.  It  was  as  it  should  be.  The  eye 
rested  on  nothing  but  what  could  charm  it,  and  the 
temptation    was    irresistible   to    do   as   children   are 
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wont  to  Jo — look  with  their  hands.  Oh  !  the  doubtful 
pleasure,  and  oh  !  the  anxiety,  of  holding  'twixt  finger 
and  thumb  a  lovely  bit  of  Dresden  or  Saxon  china ! 

The  Chimney-piece  was  a  worthy  companion  of 
those  already  mentioned  in  Holland  House.  Painted 
in  white  and  gold,  and  adorned  with  medallions  in 
neutral  tint,  it  was  attractively  furnished  with  china 
groups  and  vases. 

And  here,  as  in  other  parts  of  Holland  House, 
the  master  hand  of  Watts  had  left  its  mark.  But 
alas  I  slowly,  surely,  tenaciously,  rapaciously,  the 
murderous  element  defaced  a  beautiful  portrait  by 
him  of  the  late  Lord  Holland,  and  also  an  ex- 
cellent one  he  had  made  of  the  Due  d'Aumale. 
True,  the  artist  himself,  aided  by  two  others  scarcely 
less  well  or  less  deservedly  known,  Mr.  Leighton 
qjid  Mr.  Prinsep,  rushed  to  the  spot  in  the  hope  of 
saving  what  to  lovers  of  art  must  be  dear.  True, 
they  did  not  spare  themselves,  and  they  rescued  a 
great  deal — even  the  remnants  of  Lord  Holland's 
and  the  Due  d'Aumale's  portraits.  But  on  these 
the  destroying  heat  had  already  done  sad  work ;  and 
even  Mr.  Watts's  kind  efforts  at  restoration  have  not 
made  the  portraits  wholly  what  they  once  were. 

Entering  Lady  Holland  s  Sitting  Room  at  present^ 
people  would  stare  and  say,  **  Why  here  ?     There  is 


XXVI.]  PICTURES.      FANS.  169 


no  sign  of  destruction  !  What  more  pretty,  what 
more  calm,  than  this  nest  of  grace  and  art  1 "  We 
alone  who  knew  and  loved  each  hrimhorion  can  go 
with  a  sad  heart  to  where  each  one  used  to  lie ;  and 
whether  we  find  the  place  vacant,  or  filled  even  by  a 
worthy  substitute,  we  still  sigh  for  what  is  gone. 

Lady  Hollands  Private  Rooms  occupy  the  entire 
east  side  of  the  house,  on  the  first  floor  (over  the 
Entresol) ;  and,  besides  the  Sitting  Room,  consist  of 
a  Boudoir,  Dressing  Room,  and  Bed  Room. 

We  will  conclude  this  chapter  by  briefly  men- 
tioning some  of  the  works  of  art  the  rooms  contain  : 

In  the  Sitting  Room  are  pictures  of  Mr.  Binda, 
Dr.  Playfair,  and  three  spaniels.  The  originals  were 
by  Watts.  Since  the  fire,  the  originals  are  repre- 
sented only  by  copies. 

Two  heads  of  girls,  by  Landseer. 

Gilt  comer  etcujb^es,  originally  painted  l)y  AVatts, 
restored  since  the  fire. 

A.  beautiful  collection  of  fans ;  one  of  these  is 
historically  interesting,  having  been  painted  by  a 
daughter  of  George  III.  before  the  union  of  Ireland 
with  England.  It  bears  the  rose  and  the  thistle, 
but  no  shamrock  ;  and  the  motto,  "  Health  is  re- 
stored to  One,  happiness  to  millions,"  seems  to 
indicate  thr  occasion  for  which  it  was  painted. 
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Lastly,  the  portraits  of  the  Due  d'Aumale  and 
Lord  Holland,  already  mentioned  as  destrov-ed  by 
the  fire,  and  restored  by  the  original  artist.  Watts. 
It  is  this  portrait  of  Lord  Holland  which  forms 
the  frontispiece  to  the  present  volume. 

In  the  Boudoir  we  note  the  picture  of  Lady 
Holland,  by  Watts ;  but  upon  this  the  reader  has 
doubtless  already  formed  an  opinion  ;  for,  wishing 
to  show  our  appreciation,  we  have  placed  the  en- 
graving of   it  in  the  beginning  of  our  work. 

In  the  Dressing  Room  are  water-colours  by 
Cronach. 

And  in  the  Bed  Room,  besides  some  more  water- 
colours  by  Cronach,  are  a  portrait  of  the  late  Lord 
Holland  by  Leslie,  and  a  portrait  of  Lady  Coventry, 
copied  from  the  original  of  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence, 
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The  Blue  Room,  near  Lady  Holland's  Bed  Room, 
may  here  be  mentioned.  It  was  the  late  Lord 
Holland's  room,  and  also  the  room  where  the  third 
Lord  Holland  died.  But  he  died  on  his  bed,  and 
that  story  is  a  fabrication  which  says  that  shortly 
before  his  death  he  called  on  Lord  Lansdowne 
with  the  following  epitaph  he  had  composed 
for  himself,  alluding  to  his  having  water  on  the 
chest : — **  Here  lies  Henry  Vassall  Fox,  Lord  Holland, 
&c.,  who  was  drowned  while  sitting  in  his  elbow- 
chair." 

The  thoughts  connected  with  this  room  would  be 
endless.  We  will  confine  ourselves  to  the  barest  of 
facts,  and  simply  notice  a  few  fine,  or  pretty,  pic- 
tures on  the  walls. 

A  very  large  Callot :  '*  The  Fair  of  Impruneta." 
Let  who  will  dispute  the  originality  of  this  picture, 
we  will  not. 

An  excellent  Hoppner :   Seville,  1809. 

Two  large  views  of  Florence  by  Patch  :  one  of  the 
Piazza  del  Gran  Duca,  and  one  of  the  Ponte  alle 
Grazie — diff*erent  indeed  from  what  we  saw  by 
Patch  downstairs,^  but,  as  they  are  withal  wonder- 
fully executed,  they  prove  the  versatility  of  his 
genius. 

'  Vol.  T.  p.  263. 
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But  the  picture  in  this  room  which  captivates  us 
most  is  the  subject  of  our  tail-piece.  A  little  fair- 
haired  girl,  with  a  clever,  half-roguish,  half-innocent 
face,  a  poke-bonnet  on  her  head,  a  song  ia  her 
hands,  and  Holland  House  in  the  background  I 

The  present  Lady  Holland,  bearing  of  the  picture, 
bought  it ;  but  hitherto  her  efforts  to  find  the  name 
of  the  artist  have  been  unsuccessful.  Not  so  is 
the  picture.     Let  it  speak  for  itself. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 


LIBRARY     (books). 


The  Library  ia  not  so  much  that  of  a  bibliophile 
or  book  collector  as  that  of  a  statesman  and  of 
a  literary  man.  It  18,  however,  a  fine  collection, 
bearing  evidences  of  the  collector's  good  taste,  and 
consisting  of  more  than  ten  thousand  volumes. 
The  books  are  in  remarkably  gooil  condition,  and 
most  of  them  well  bound. 

The  historical  and  literary  departments,  as  might 
be  expected,  are  those  best  represented ;  there  is  also 
a  considerable  number  of  books  relating  to  English 
topography. 

We  are  not  going  to  give  a  cat^Uogue,  and  there- 
fore, without  entering  into  details,  shall  simply  notice 
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a  few  peculiarly  interesting  features  of  the  Library. 
It  contains  a  great  number  of  privately  printed 
works,  many  being  presentation  copies,  with  auto- 
graph letters  or  inscriptions  by  the  donors ; —  a 
magnificent  collection  of  works  printed  on  large 
paper  and  l)ound  in  old  red  morocco ; — a  large 
collection  of  the  most  important  historical  works 
relating  to  Italy,  Portugal,  and  France; — a  valuable 
collection  of  Spanish  literature,  a  memento  of  the 
taste  already  mentioned  of  the  third  Lord  Holland : 
— a  superb  collection  of  Elzevirs ; — a  very  fine  col- 
lection of  the  Greek  and  Latin  classics  of  the  Vari- 
orum editions ; — a  complete  set  of  the  Delphine 
editions,  and  many  specimens  of  the  Baskerville, 
Foulis,  Bodoni,  Barbou,  and  other  select  editions, 
which  we  need  not  here  particularize; — several 
specimens  of  early  printing, — and  a  very  extensive 
collection  of  historical  tracts  and  pamphlets. 

A  point  of  detail  peculiarly  interesting  to  every 
admirer  of  Charles  James  Fox,  and  certainly  not 
without  interest  to  the  general  reader,  is  a  small 
collection  brought  together  by  the  third  Lord 
Holland,  of  various  copies  of  Charles  James  Fox's 
"James  II.,''  which  had  belonged  to  distinguished 
people ;  amongst  whom  may  be  mentioned  Sir  James 
Mackintosh,    Sir    Philip    Francis,    Charles    Edward 
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Jerningham,  Samuel  Rogers,  and  General  Fitzpatrick. 
Some  of  these  copies  contain  MS.  notes,  the  general 
tenor  of  which  is  very  favourable.  For  instance,  Sir 
Philip  Francis  wrote  in  his  copy  : — 

"  The  Spirit  of  Freedom  and  Detestation  of 
Tyranny,  which  prevail  thro'  this  Fragment,  not 
only  reconcile  me  to  its  minor  Faults,  but  make 
me  regret  deeply  that  the  Work,  intended  by  Mr. 
Fox,  was  not  completed  on  its  own  plan." 

Altogether,  on  referring  to  the  contemporary 
verdict  of  great  men,  one  feels  surprised  that  the 
book    is  now  so  little  known. 

There  is  a  fine  copy  of  Dugdale's  Monasticon 
Anglicanum  ;  1st  edition  ;  London,  1645 — 1672  ; 
in  3  vols,  folio ;  large  margin,  and  fine  proofs  of 
the  plates.  A  note  in  the  handwriting  of  the  third 
Lord  Holland  states  that  it  was  bought  at  Rome 
in  1815. 

Davila,  Historia  delle  Guerre  civili  di  Francia ; 
Parigi,  1644  ;  2  vols,  folio,  extra  large  paper,  bound 
in  old  citron  morocco,  with  the  arms  of  Queen 
Christina  of  Sweden.  On  the  title-page  of  the  first 
volume  there  is  the  following  note  : — 

"  Prdscntd  h,  sa  Majestd  la  Reine  de  Su^de  par 
monsieur  TEminentissime  Cardinal  Mazarinj  premier 
ministre  du  Roy  trfes-Chrdtien  le  2  Janvier  1647." 
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Wakefield's  Lucretius  ;  London,  1796  ;  3  vols,  folio, 
in  red  morocco,  on  large  paper,  with  a  sheet  of 
MS.  notes  by  the  third  Lord  Holland. 

Homer  s  Works  :  the  Grenville  edition  ;  4  vols.  4 to, 
extra  large  paper,  with  the  portrait  of  Thomas  Gren- 
ville, and  the  following  inscription  on  the  fly-leaf : — 
*' William  Lord  Grenville  and  Thomas  Grenville  have 
placed  this  book  in  the  Library  of  Holland  House 
in  token  of  their  cordial  friendship  and  regard  for 
Henry  Lord  Holland.     22d  January  1829.     T.G." 

Homeri  Opera,  grsece.  Florentise,  sumptibus  Bor- 
nardi  et  Ncrii  Ncrliorum,  1488.  2  vols,  folio,  old 
red  morocco,  gilt  edges.  A  beautiful  copy  of  this 
first  and  rare  edition  of  Homers  works,  edited  by 
Demetrius  Chalcondyla,  of  Athens,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Demetrius,  of  Candia,  and  of  Giovanni 
Accioli,  of  Florence,  at  the  expense  of  the  brothers 
Nerli,  at  a  time  when  the  great  Florentine,  we 
ought  to  say  Italian,  families,  not  yet  lulled 
by  political  despotism  into  the  dolce  far  nientey 
encouraored  and  cultivated  learnins^. 

Lc  Pastissier  Fran9ois,  Amsterdam,  Elzevier,  1655. 
A  very  fine  clean  copy,  with  a  beautiful  pen-and-ink 
fac-simile  of  the  frontispiece. 

The  following  precious  copy  of  the  first  edition  of 
Camoens'  Lusiadas : — 
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Os  Lvsiadas  de  Luis  de  Camoes.  Com  privilegio 
real.  Impressos  em  Lisboa,  com  licenga  de  sancta 
Inquisigao,  et  de  Ordiuario :  em  casa  de  Antonio 
Gogaluez,  Impressor,  1572;  small  4to.  On  the  title- 
page  :  **De  el  convento  de  Guadalcazara  de  Carmelita 
descalzos."  On  the  reverse  there  is  a  MS.  memo- 
randum by  Fray  Joseph  Indio,  which  is  embodied 
in  the  following  note  by  John  Hookham  Frere  on 
the  reverse  of  the  fly-leaf: — 

'*  This  book  was  brought  to  me  accidentally  at 
Seville.  The  reverse  of  the  title-page  contains  the 
attestation  of  an  ocular  witness  to  the  circumstance 
of  Camoens'  death  (a  circumstance  which  I  did  not 
discover  till  the  book  was  in  my  possession): — Que 
cosa  mas  lastimoea  que  ver  un  tan  gran  ingenio  mal 
logrado  yo  lo  vi  morir  en  un  hospital  en  Lisboa  sin 
tener  una  savana  con  que  cubrirse,  despues  de  aver 
triunfado  en  la  India  Oriental  y  de  aver  navegado 
5r)00  leguas  por  mar  y  que  aviso  tan  grande  para 
los  que  de  noche  y  de  dia  se  causan  estudiando  sin 
provecho  como  lo  avaiia  en  ordir  telas  para  coger 
moscas. — At  the  bottom  of  the  title,  in  the  same 
hand,  is : — Miseremini  mei  saltem  vos  amici  mei. 
The  writer  is  probably  the  same  Fray  Joseph  Indio, 
who  seems  to  have  written  it  as  a  correction  of 
some  erroneous  appellation  in  the  note  at  the  bottom 
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of  tlie  page,  which  contains  the  Imprimatur. — J.  H. 
Frere." 

On  the  right  of  the  fly-leaf: — "Given  to  me  by 
Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  Frero,  Noveraber  1812.     V".  Holland." 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

SOME   OF   THE    MSS.    AND   AUTOGRAPHS    IN    HOLLAND 

HOUSE. 

In  the  present  day,  when  even  autographs  of  no 
interest  are  carefully  collected,  we  may  be  excused 
for  devoting  a  chapter  to  the  collection  in  HoUand 
House. 

The  fii-st  MS.  book  we  find,  lying  upon  a  library 
table,  offers  us  an  inexhaustible  mine  of  reflections 
and  queries.  It  is  a  register  kept  between  the  years 
1799  and  1840,  of  books  lent  out  of  the  Library, 
and  of  their  borrowers.  Most  of  the  names  are  in 
the  borrowers'  handwriting,  and  many  of  them  are 
familiar  to  us  as  having  formed  part  of  the  salon  of 
the  third  Lord  Holland. 

N  2 
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If  WO  may  judi^e  <»f  people  l)y  the  <*(mipany  tJiey 
keej),  we  may  try  to  ju<lge  of  them  l>y  the  books 
they  read  :  ami  iii  this  list,  etmipariug  the  names 
with  tlie  volumes  entered  against  them,  it  is  interest- 
inir  to  watch  how  often  the  union  throws  an  ex- 
peeted  light  upon  the  man,  and  how  often  it  reveals 
him   in  a  light  comjiletely  new. 

We  submit  without  comment  the  following  speci- 
mens of  combinations  : — 

Tjord   Morpeth    chase: 
Rsprit  des  journaux. 
Thornton  s  Turkev. 
Barrington  on  Statutes. 
Stuart's  Constitution  of  Sc^otland. 
HoweHs  Sratc  Trials.     Vol.  xxiii. 

lirougham  : 

Monarchic  Prussienne.     Vols.   vi.   and  vii. 
Annual  Registdr.     1801-2-3.     Dodsley's. 
Thornton's  Turkey. 
Thucydidcs  Dukeri. 

Henry  Petty,  afienuards  third  Ijord  Ldnsdovme.  : 
Leonora. 
Colonel  Hutchinson's  Memoirs. 

()  Meara : 

(Euvres  de  Prevost. 
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Frere : 

Corona9ion  de  Don  Baltaza!\ 

Aristophanes. 
Lewis  : 

Davila. 

Clarke's  Travels. 

Journal  de  CoUt^. 

Sense  and  Sensibility. 

Miss  Graham's  Indian  Tour. 
Lauderdale  : 

Parliamentary  Account  for  1808. 

D'Ewes'  Journal. 
Kemhle  : 

Plays  of  Lope  de  Vega. 

Tiraboschi. 

Comedias  de  Caflizares  y  Zamora. 
G rat  tan  : 

Townshend's  Travels  in  Hungary. 
Bentham  : 

Derecho  de  Castilla. 

Ordenanzas,  Cedulus. 

Nueva  Recopila9ion. 

Sou  they  : 

Quintana's  Pelago. 

Varga's  Pelago. 

Cronica  del  Key  Don  Rodrigo. 
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Mnthinic  dc  Stal'l: 

Coxes  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  4to.      Vu].   i. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  : 

Volume  of  English  Plays. 
Sisnioiuli :  Litterature  du  Midi  de  TEurope. 
'2  MS.  vols,  of  the  House  of  Stuart  s  Corre- 
spondence. 
Vol.  1,  Barillon. 
Vol.  2,  D'Avaux. 
Neal's  Puritans. 

Grey  against  Ncal.     Vols.  i.  and  ii. 
]iIadox  against  Neal. 
Historical  Tracts. 
Anglia  Sacra.     Vol.  ii. 
Rennet's  History  of  England.     Vol.  ii. 
Edinburgh  Review.     Vol.  xxxiv. 

llallam  : 

Fueros  dc  Ara^on. 
Marina  Sobre  las  Cortes. 

Diipin  : 

Brougham's  Colonial  Policy. 

Jeff'rei/ : 

Pamphlets,  vol.  Iv.,  containing  Alcocks  Trial. 

Wilkie  : 

Pamphlets.     Vol.  Iviii. 
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Spanish  Pamphlets. 
Pliny's  Hist.  Nat. 

Dr,  McCrte: 

Pcllicer  Eusayo  de  una   Bibliotheca    cle    tra- 
ductores  Eapanoles. 

Henry  Luttrell: 
Sallust. 

Blanco  White  : 

Pamphlets  on  Slave  Trade. 

Annales  de  Sevilla. 

Eleven  Spanish  Pamphlets  of  1821. 

Damont : 

JMoore's  Italy. 

Lahouchtre  : 

Fables  of  the  Bees. 

Bohns  Sviith  : 

AVhitakers  Parish  of  AVhalley. 

Mrs.  Grate: 

Causes  Celebres. 

Ugo  Fosculo 

But  here  wc  must  break  off  from  simple  enume- 
ration :  by  hmi  hangs  a  tale.  His  name  is  first 
entered  as  having  borrowed  an  Oxford  Pindar,  in 
1818,  and  "returned"  is  put  against  it. 
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But  later  on  in  the  Register  occurs  a  note  in 
the  third  Lord  Holland's  handwriting,  as  follows  : — 
''  N.B.  1822.  The  three  MS.  letters  of  Petrarch 
were  lent  to  Mr.  Foscolo  in  the  summer  of  1821. 
When  they  are  deposited  again  in  their  place  in 
the  Library,  a  note  should  be  entered  to  prevent 
mistakes."  The  note  was  entered  (and  in  the 
same  handwriting),  separated  in  space  from  its 
predecessor  by  a  perpendicular  flourish,  and  in  time 
by  the  lapse  of  a  year.  It  is  to  this  effect :  "They 
were  returned  and  deposited  in  the  drawers  of  the 
Library  table  in  1823." 

The  above  two  notes,  at  first  sight,  do  not  seem 
very  interesting;  but  a  third  note,  appended  to  a 
ac-simile  from  these  letters  in  Ugo  Foscolo's  "  Essays 
on  Petrarch,"  (ed.  1823,)  supplies  a  link  which 
converts  the  whole  into  quite  a  little  detective 
romance  ;    the  note  runs  thus  : — 

*'  TJie  original  letters  of  Petrarch  in  MS,  from 
which  the  above  plates  ivere  taken,  liave  been  lost 
or  mislaid,  Tliey  were  and  are  still  the  property 
of  the  R  Hon.  Lord  Holland.  Any  person  meeting 
with  them  who  will  deliver  them  to  Mr.  Murray^ 
Albemarle  Street,  or  to  B.  Currey,  Esq""*,  iV*  24, 
Great  George  Street,  Westminster,  will  be  suitably 
rewarded.'* 
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We  have  heard  of  the  adventures  of  a  guinea, 
we  have  heard  of  the  poem  on  a  knitting-needle  ; 
miorht  not  the  little  sketch  traced  in  those  three 
notes,  with  very  little  imagination,  be  amplified 
into  the  novel  of  an  autograph  ?  And  although 
dates  are  generally  dry  elements,  the  dates  of  these 
notes  form  a  loom  in  which  to  weave  the  fabric 
of  a  most  interesting  episode. 

The  first  note,  telling  us  how  and  when  the  auto- 
graphs originally  left  the  house,  puts  us  on  the  scent 
that  something  was  wrong;  and,  being  in  1822, 
lets  us  know  at  what  period  the  authorities  them- 
selves became  uneasy. 

The  second  note,  that  published  in  Ugo  Foscolo's 
book,  ed.  1823,  converts  our  suspicion  into  a  cer- 
tainty, and  reveals  the  matter  in  a  serious  light. 
The  autographs  have  been  missing  a  year — will 
they  ever  come  back? 

The  third  note,  also  in  1823,  but  of  course  later, 
puts  us  out  of  suspense,  and  lands  the  treasures 
for  us  under  the  parental  roof  of  a  library  drawer 
in  Holland  House,  where,  in  darkness  and  beneath 
lock  and  key,  they  expiate,  under  a  more  strict 
custody,  their  borrower's  carelessness. 

The  three  notes,  then,  tell  their  tale,  and  the 
absence  of  any  other  entry  by  Ugo  Foscolo  furnishes 
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an  clcKiueiit  conclusion  :  he  never  borrowed  again 
from  Holland  House — a  conclusion  brought  about  by 
caution  cultivated,  not  by  friendship  diminished. 

We  had  made  our  conclusion,  and  were  satisfied 
that  the  history  should  remain  a  mystery,  when  we 
stumbled  upon  two  letters ;  one,  an  original,  from 
Ugo  Foscolo  himself  to  the  third  Lord  Holland, 
and  one,  a  copy,  from  the  third  Lord  Holland  to 
the  Abbe  ^Icneghelli.  These  supplied  links  in  the 
histor}',  and  made  the  mystery  as  clear  as  daylight. 

We  begin  by  giving  Ugo  Foscolo's  letter.  From 
the  imperfect  French,  so  exceptional  with  Lim,  it 
would  seem  that  on  this  occasion  he  wrote  in  a 
great  hurry. 

"Eegent*s  Park,  MercredL 

"  Milord, 

**Je  n'ai  fourni  il  Mr.  Jullien,  de  Paris, 
aucunc  description,  mais  entre  plusieurs  choses  dont 
je  lai  chargd  la  veille  de  son  depart,  j'ai  insdr^  dans 
un  memorandum  h,  peu-prt^s  les  mots  suivants. 

**  *  Et  puisque  Mr.  Jullien  veut  bien  donner  dans 
la  Revue  Encyclopedique  un  analyse  des  Essais  sur 
Pctrarque,  je  le  prie  de  faire  mention  particuli^rc 
rles  Appendix^  et  s  arreter  aux  lettres  de  PcJtrarque 
preceddes  par  leurs  /ac-simile  dans  le  livre,  et  dont 
les  originaux  se  conservoient  dans  la  Bibliotheque  de 
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Lord  Holland.  Ces  originaux  precieux  il  eut  la 
boiite  de  me  lc3  preter,  et  j'eu  le  mallieur  et  la 
sottise  de  les  dgarer,  et  sans  pouvoir  me  faire  une 
idee  de  la  maniere  dont  ils  ont  disparu  de  chez 
moi.  J  ai  seulement  des  legers  soup9on8  qu'ils  aient 
etc  vol^  par  un  individu  qui  connaissait  le  prix  que 
Ton  pouvait  en  tirer  en  les  vendant  h,  des  amateurs ; 
mais  comnie  il  me  semble  tr5s-improbable  que  Ton 
puisse  les  vendre  ou  acheter  ici,  oh  on  les  a  imprimds 
et  on  va  les  publier  dans  un  ouvrage  avee  le  nom 
du  propri^taire  et  un  facsimile,  je  dois  conjecture!* 
que  la  vente  et  I'acliat  pourraient  avoir  lieu  en  France. 
Je  regarderai  done  comme  une  faveur  si  Mr.  Jullien 
rendra  les  circonstances  de  la  perte  de  ces  papiers, 
et  pr^viendra  les  amateurs  d'anciens  manuscrits,  qu'en 
achetant  des  lettres  italicnnes  de  PcJtrarque,  ils  ris- 
quent  d'etre  les  complices  du  vol  des  originaux 
appartenant  h,  la  Biblioth^que  de  Lord  Holland.' 

"  Je  ne  puis  attendre  que  Mr.  Jullien  en  eut  parle, 
avant  que  les  Essais  lui  arrivent ;  ils  sont  dejJl  im- 
primfe  et  pr6ts  d'etre  mis  en  vente.  Maintenant  Ton 
rctardera  pendant  huit  ou  dix  jours  afin  que,  d'aprc^s 
vos  dcJsirs,  je  trouve  le  moycn  d'aj outer  dans  Tddition 
un  avcrtissement  sur  la  perte  des  manuscrits. 

"  Pour  la  description,  Milord,  elle  se  trouve  presque 
compll*to  dans  le  facsimile,  et  dans  les  lettres  itali- 
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eniies  que  j  ai  imprirad  avec  la  meme  interpunction, 
et  meme  avec  les  soldcismes  de  roriginal.  Mais 
pour  donner  plus  de  renseignements  Toil  peut 
ajouter  que  les  lettres  dtaient  trois  en  nombre,  deux 
italieiines  telles  qu'elles  sont  imprimdes ;  et  U7i€ 
latine  plus  courte,  et  dont  les  premieres  lignes  out 
ete  aussi  ajout^es  au  fac-simile,  Le  papier  en  est 
oblong,  de  la  longueur  de  huit  ou  neuf  pouces,  et 
de  la  largeur  de  cinq  ou  six  (mais  peul-etre  je  me 
fie  trop  dans  ma  memoire,  ^  Tdgard  des  dimensions). 
Mais  je  me  souviens  exactement  de  la  couleur  du 
papier.  II  dtait  brun,  et  d  une  teinte  que  Ton  peut 
attribuer  autant  h,  TAge  qu'^  la  matifere  dont  le 
papier  dtait  fait ;  il  etait  dpais,  et  lencre  en  dtait 
presque  jaune,  et  j  ai  en  eflet  tdchd  de  faire  im- 
primer  le  fac-simile  avec  de  1  encre  de  la  memo 
couleur. 

"  Voici,  Milord,  la  description  que,  traduite  en 
Anglais,  pourrait  etre  publiee  dans  tons  les  joumaux 
que  vous  jugerez  plus  h,  propos;  et  la  description 
sera  plus  aisdment  comprise  par  tons  ceux  qui  ex- 
amineront  dans  les  Essais  publics  les  lettres  im- 
primdes  en   entier,   et   le  faC'simile  k  leur  c6tde. 

'*  11  ne  me  reste  que  de  vous  tdmoigner  ma  recon- 
naissance pour  la  maniere  dont  vous  avez  tdchd  de 
soulager  mon  affliction.      \'otre  lettrc,  Milord,  ajoute 
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a  mon  respect,  et  h,  oion  estime  pour  vous ;  mais  il 
ny  aura  que  Ic  recouvrement  des  mauuscrits  qui 
pourra  jamais  me  consoler. 

"  J'ai  rhouneur  d  etre, 

''  Milord, 
*'  Votre  tr^s  ob^issant  reconnaissant  sei^iteur, 

"  Ugo  Foscolo." 

If  after  the  foregoing  Ugo  Foscolo  required  any 
defence,  it  might  be  found  in  wl\at  Lord  Holland 
says  to  the  Ahh6  Meneghelli : — 

"Holland  IIoucje,  10  Sepr.  1824. 

**  Absence  and  accident  prevented  my  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  your  letter  and  publica- 
tion transmitted  to  me  by  Lady  Eliz***  Fielding.  I 
am  now  reminded  of  my  negligence,  for  which  I 
beg  leave  to  apologize,  by  the  arrival  of  two  other 
copies,  one  for  myself  and  the  other  for  Mr.  Ugo 
Foscolo.     I  have  forwarded  the  last  to  its  direction. 

"  Accept,  Sir,  in  the  first  place  my  thanks  for  the 
attention  shown  me  by  this  communication,  and  for 
the  civil  manner  in  which  you  have  mentioned  my 
name  in  the  course  of  your  work. 

**  Having  thus  acknowledged  your  politeness,  I 
hope    you    will    not    deem     me    deficient    in    that 
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quality  if  I  venture,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Foscolo,  to 
sot  you  right  in  two  particulars  where  an  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  facts  seems  to  have  led  you  to 
very  erroneous  conclusions. 

"The  first  relates  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
fac-similes  of  Petrarch's  letters  found  their  way 
into  Mr.  Foscolo's  valuable  Essay  on  that  poet.  It 
is  true  that  he  printed  them  from  MSS.  purporting 
to  be  orio^inal  letters  in  the  handwritinor  of  Petrarch, 
in  my  possession. 

"  But  in  your  private  letter  to  me,  you  seem 
to  apprehend  from  that  circumstance  that  Mr. 
Foscolo  is  responsible  for  their  authenticity ;  that 
he  either  procured  them  for  me,  or  persuaded  me 
that  they  w^ere  genuine,  and  that  if  not  genuine 
they  must  have  been  recently  forged  by  others  to 
impose  upon  him  and  me,  or  by  him  to  impose 
upon  the  publick.     All  this  is  quite  incorrect. 

"The  MSS.  have  been  in  my  possession  more  than 
twenty  years ;  I  and  others  more  competent  to  form 
a  judgment  on  such  matters  than  myself  have  always 
considered  them  as  authentick  letters  of  Petrarch, 
long  before  Mr.  Foscolo  saw  them,  and  long  before 
I  was  acquainted  with  that  very  learned  and  eminent 
man.  I  purchased  them  in  October  1803,  together 
with    some    original     letters     of    Sannazarius     and 
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Pontanus,   at    Madrid,   of    D"  Ysidro   del   Olmo,  a 
gentleman   of  respectable  character  who   had  spent 
many   years    in   collecting   MSS.   and    who    assured 
me    that    he    had    long    possessed    and    valued    as 
originals  the  three  letters  of  Petrarch,  one  in  Latin 
and  ttco  in  Italian,  which  he  then  sold  to  me,  and 
from   which   Mr.    Foscolo    printed    the    fac-similes. 
D"    Ysidro,  I    should    add,    sold    me    many    other 
MSS.  which  are  undoubted  originals,  and  his  collec- 
tion and  conversation  proved  him  to  be  a  man  of 
some  judgment   and  research   in   such   matters.     It 
follows    from    this    statement,    that    if    there    has 
been     any    deception     between     Mr.    Foscolo     and 
myself,    I    must    have    deceived    Mr.    Foscolo,    not 
Mr.    Foscolo    me,    for    I    shewed    him    the    letters 
with  a  strong  assurance  of  my  conviction   (a   con- 
viction still  unshaken)  that  they  were  in  the  hand- 
writing  of    Petrarch.      If    they   are    spurious,   they 
must    have   been    forged    long    before   Mr.   Foscolo 
could  have   thought  of  writing  essays  on  Petrarch, 
they  must  have   been  forged   without   any  view  to 
publication,  for  to  my  knowledge   they   have   been 
preserved   by   two   possessors   of   them   many   years 
unpublished,  and  they  must  have  been  forged  in  a 
countr}'-    where    few   persons   conversant   with   early 
Italian  literature  resided,  and    where   there   was   no 
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reaily  s;ilo  of  such  specimens  of  your  e«nrly  clnssical 
writers. 

''The  other  iH)iut  relates  to  the  fate  of  the  MSS. 
since  thcv  wt^re  coniniunieated  to  Mr.  Foscolo.  You 
are  pleast^l  to  assert  in  your  pamphlet  (p.  S9)  that 
the  KtttTs  exist  no  A)/yj/t'r,  and  you  ground  your 
assi^rtion  on  an  incident  with  the  particulars  of 
which  you  are  manifestly  unaequainted,  and  con- 
cerning which  you  never  enquired  either  of  Mr. 
Fi>sci>lo  or  mvself.      The  real  state  of  the  case  on 

m 

which  you  are  so  imperfectly  informed,  and  from 
which  you  have  drawn  such  wrong  inferences,  was 
as  follows. 

**  Mr.  Foscolo,  soon  after  lx>rrowing  the  MSS.  and 
printing  the  fac-similes  from  them,  changed  Lis 
lodixinijrs  in  London.  In  the  removal  of  his  effects 
tln^y  were  mislaid.  He  felt  the  loss  more  than  the 
value  of  the  papers  could  justify,  and  infinitely 
more  than  I  could  have  wished,  who  was  in  a  great 
measure  consoled  by  the  reflection  that  his  publi- 
cation and  fiic-similes  had  secured  to  the  common- 
wealth of  letters  any  little  advantage  that  could 
be  derive<l  from  the  originals.  In  his  anxiety  he 
printed  that  advertisement  from  which  you.  Sir, 
have  drawn  so  erroneous  and,  I  must  add,  so  hasty 
a  conclusion.     Had  you  done  him  or  me  the  honour 
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of  enquiring  about  thie  ultimate  fate  of  the  MSS 
before  you  asserted  in  print  that  they  did  not  exist, 
and  insinuated  from  that  assumed  fact  that  Mr. 
Foscolo  knew  they  would  not  bear  inspection,  we 
should  have  apprized  you  that  they  were  shortly 
afterwards  found  between  the  leaves  of  a  folio  book 
and  restored  to  me,  and  I  should  have  added  that 
you,  or  any  person  deputed  by  you,  were  at  full 
lib'^rty  to  examine  them.  They  are  now  before  me, 
and  whether  they  be  the  genuine  letters  of  Petrarch, 
or  not,  I  can  safely  affirm  upon  my  honour  that 
they  are  the  same  that  I  purchased  as  such  in 
October  1803. 

''I  am,  Sir,  fully  disposed  to  give  you  credit 
for  being  led  into  these  mistakes  by  false  appear- 
ances, but  in  critical  as  well  as  judicial  enquiries 
it  has  long  been  an  established  maxim  that  it  is 
unsafe,  not  to  say  rash,  to  trust  entirely  to  circum- 
stantial evidence,  especially  w^hen  better  can  with 
a  little  diligence  be  obtained. 

"How  far  such  a  canon  of  criticism  or  any  part 
of  it  would  invalidate  your  argument  on  the  date 
of  the  letters  and  the  place  of  residence  of  Jacop'> 
Colonna  at  any  given  day  near  500  years  ago,  1 
do  not  pretend  to  determine.  Your  reasonii^cr,  I 
must   acknowhMlgo,    is    to    my    mind    very  inronrlu- 

voL.  ir.  o 


194  HOLLAND    HOUSE.  [CH. 

sive,  and  do  not  think  me  uncivil  if  I  frankly  add 
that  your  authority  on  such  a  question  carries  with 
it  less  weight  in  consequence  of  the  readiness  with 
which  you  have  fallen  into  error  about  the  circum- 
stances and  fate  of  these  very  Manuscripts  since  I 
have  known  them. 

"You  will,  I  am  sure,  be  good  enough  to  excuse 
me  for  writing  to  you  on  a  subject  which  required 
precision  in  my  own  language,  and  you  will  be 
just  enough  to  allow  me,  in  a  question  involving 
the  literary  character  of  ]\Ir.  Foscolo,  to  communi- 
cate my  correspondence  to  that  Gentleman,  with 
full  permission  to  shew  or  to  publish  it. 

"  I  am,  Sir, 
'*  Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

"VaSSALL    fioLLAND." 

m 

We  give  the  fac-simile  of  one  of  these  letters,  the 
Latin  one,  which  was  not  published  in  extenso^  by 
Ugo  Foscolo,  in  his  Essay. 

There  are  also  nine  autograph  lett<?rs  by  Jacopo 
Sannazaro,  from  September  1517  to  April  1521,  all 
in  Italian.  Some  of  them  are  signed  with  his 
assumed  poetical  name,  "  Syncerus." 

A  fac-simile  of  one  of  them  will  be  found 
following  that  of  Petrarch's  letter. 


—  ^ 


o 
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Next  in  place,  though  perliaps  foremost  in  interest, 
we  mention  a  MS.  in  the  handwriting  of  Girolamo 
Savonarola ! 

On  the  fly-leaf: — 

**  Exp"*,  super  x.  Psalmos.  ex.  Psal.  graduum.  Ser- 
mones  xviii  sup.  Eplam  Johannis  primam.  De  morte. 
Sup.  Ecclesiastem.  Opuscula  haBC  omnia  fratris  Hier- 
onymi  Savonarolae  prophetaB  et  martyris  ejus  propria 
manu  scripta  sunt." 

The  handwriting  is  wonderfully  clear,  though  won- 
derfully small. 

It  is  in  its  original  old  olive  morocco  binding, 
in  a  very  good  state  of  preservation.  Inside  the 
binding  are  the  words  "  Hie  liber  est  Hieronymi 
Bonivenij  ciuis  florentinj,  habitus  a  germano  suo 
Mag""*^  Dominico  Benivenio/' 

And  now  from  Italy  let  us  pass  into  Spain. 
The  next  MS.  that  attracts  our  attention  is  a 
large  folio  volume,  entitled  "Dialogo  de  Florida 
Blanca  y  Campomanes,  1788. — Confesion  de  Florida 
Blanca,"  etc. 

This  MS.  is  rendered  particularly  interesting  by 
the  following  note  by  the  third  Lord  Holland  at 
the  beffinning : — 

"  The  following  paper  was  written  (it  is  supposed) 
by    the  Marquis  of  Manca  and  the  banker  Salucci 

0  2 
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They  were  accordingly  apprehended.  Salucci  es- 
caped from  prison  and  retired  to  his  native  country, 
Italy.  Manca  was  exposed  to  the  resentment  of 
Florida  Blanca,  who  persecuted  him  wuth  unrelent- 
ing severity,  and  exerted  his  private  influence  with 
the  judges  to  procure  his  formal  condemnation. 

"  The  Queen,  finding  Florida  Blanca  averse  to  the 
further  promotion  of  her  favourite  Godoy,  resolved  to 
ruin  him,  and  had  recourse  to  various  expedients  for 
ciiienating  her  husband  from  a  Minister  whom  his 
Fathers  dying  injunctions  had  recommended.  His 
conduct  in  Manca's  aflfair  was  made  use  of  with 
success ;  and  the  KLing  having  read  the  documents 
which  proved  the  JVIinister  s  persecuting  temper  and 
iniquitous  interference  with  the  courts  of  justice, 
the  Queen  availed  herself  of  the  indignation  such  a 
perusal  most  justly  excited.  Florida  Blanca  was 
deprived  of  his  employments  and  arrested,  and  his 
papers,  even  to  his  love-letters  and  private  accounts, 
put  into  the  hands  of  his  enemy,  Manca,  to  collect 
charges  against  his  administration,  and  to  aggravate 
to  the  utmost  the  defects  of  his  character.  When, 
however,  Godoy  was  exalted,  the  real  object  of  these 
measures  was  attained.  Manca  was  neglected  and 
discouraged,  the  memorials  against  the  ex-minister 
were    suppressed,  and  the  process  instituted  against 


XXVIIi.J  SPANISH    MSS.  197 


him  discontinued.  Manca  either  from  actual  orders 
or  from  pique  and  prudence  retired  from  Court,  and 
has  lived  ever  since  at  Burgos,  unemploj'^ed  but 
unmolested.  He  is  a  man  of  considerable  talents, 
wit  and  experience,  having  been  formerly  employed 
in  various  foreign  missions  under  Charles  III." 

A  beautiful  Spanish  manuscript  in  folio,  being  a 
collection  of  poems  by  Juan  de  Mena  and  several 
other  Spanish  poets.  On  the  fly-leaf  of  it  there  is 
the  following  note: — "This  Manuscript  was  given 
to  me  by  D°  Gaspar  Melchor  de  Jovellanos,  at 
Seville,  March  21st,  1809.  Alvar  Garcia  de  Santa 
Maria,  to  whom  (as  appears  by  first  page)  it  was 
dedicated  by  the  collector  or  the  transcriber,  was 
of  the  Council  of  John  the  Second  of  Castille.  The 
Manuscript  must  therefore  be  of  the  middle  of  the 
fifteenth  century.  Seville,  March  1809.  Vassal] 
Holland." 

We  were  almost  forgetting  to  mention  a  MS. 
collection  of  Lope  de  Vega's  plays,  most  of  them  in 
his  own  handwriting — the  very  autographs  that  were 
handed  to  the  printer. 

Aristotle's  Organum.  A  Manuscript  in  Greek, 
possibly  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

A  French  Manuscript  of  the  seventeenth  century 
containing   "Recueil  de  pieces  de  differens  auteurs 
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(lu  xvii®-  si^cle,  la  plupai't  in^dites.  Pour  Madame 
de  Sully,  malade." 

A  MS.  fragment  of  a  History  of  Holland  House, 
by  Sir  James  Alackintosli. 

We  have  taken  notes  from  it  for  this  work,  but 
have  left  a  great  deal  of  interesting  matter  unused, 
such  as  particulars  of  Pope's  enmity  for  Addison, 
which  scarcely  seem  relevant  to  a  History  of  Holland 
House. 

To  these  must  be  added  : — 

A  letter,  which  we  here  reproduce,  by  Gonzalvo 
de  Cordova,  ''the  great  Captain,"  to  Miguel  Perez 
de  Almafon,  Minister  of  Ferdinand  V. 

An  autograph  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma  to 
Pope  Paul  v.,   1607. 

The  original  of  one  of  the  Paston  letters. 

Several  autograph  letters  from  Philip  II.,  Philip 
III.,  and  Philip  IV.  of  Spain,  to  the  Popes. 
The  fac-simile  here  given  is  from  Philip  II.  to 
Pope  Gregory  XIII. 

A  valuable  collection  of  French,  Italian,  Spanish, 
Portuguese,  and  English  autogi-aphs,  some  bound 
and  some  unbound.  We  find  such  names  as 
David  ilume,  Byron,  Moore,  Rogers,  Walter  Scott, 
Sir  David  Wilkie,  Campbell,  and  Southey ;  Madame 
dc    Staiil,   le   Comte    de   Buffbn,    Cuvier,   Lafayette, 
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Franklin,  Voltaire,  Mad.  R^camier,  Rossini,  Ugo 
Foscolo,  and  several  members  of  the  Bonaparte 
family,  amongst  them  le  Comte  de  St.  Leu,  Pauline 
Borgh^se,  Prince  Eugene,  Prince  de  Canino,  Madame 
M^re,  &c. 

Of  Doblado,  James  Blanco  White,  there  are  three 
letters  in  the  author's  own  handwriting,  addressed 
to  Elizabeth,  Lady  Holland. 

Amongst  minor  autographs,  the  enumeration  of 
which  would  lead  us  too  far,  we  may  note  the 
original  MS.  of  Lewis's  "  Bravo  of  Venice,"  with 
clever  water-colour  illustrations. 

And  concluding  with  what  many,  some  even 
without  understanding  it,  would  look  upon  as  a 
prize  in  autographs,  we  must  mention  the 

"  Olimpiade,  dramma  del  Signor  Abate  Pietro 
Metastasio,  musica  del  Signor  Giovanni  Battista 
Pergolese,"  copied  by  J.  J.  Rousseau. 

A  note  at  the  beginning  of  the  book,  in  the 
late  Count  de  Flahault's  handwriting,  touches  upon 
a  sad  chord,  and  strikes  us  with  melancholy : — 

'*  Ce  livre,  copie  de  la  main  de  J.  J.  Rousseau, 
dans  le  temps  oil,  pour  subsister,  il  copiait  de  la 
musique  pour  le  prix  le  plus  modique,  fut  envoyd 
par  la  Reine  de  Naples  il  Mde.  de  Souza. 
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"Domi6   par  elle  h,  son  fils,   il  Ta   offert  k  Lord 

Holland,    comme    souvenir    de    son    sincere    et    in- 

olterable  attachement. 

"  Flahault. 

*•  Ix.'.XAND  House,  /«  13  Juin,  1816." 

But  if  at  first  we  feel  tempted  to  sympathise  with 
such  an  intellect  reduced  to  so  mechanical  an  employ- 
ment, the  course  of  our  sympathy  is  diverted  by 
the  reflection  that  after  Jean  Jacques  had  invented 
his  musical  signs  and  become  a  copyist  of  music, 
the  wheel  of  fortune  took  a  comparatively  good 
turn  in  his  chequered  existence. 

It  is  an  anomaly  that  genius,  which  must  in 
some  measure  compensate  for  misery  when  united 
to  it,  excites  our  compassion  more  than  misery 
would  alone ;  and  thus  very  much  compassion  has 
been  expended  upon  the  "  Philosopher  of  Geneva." 
If  for  "  genius"  we  were  to  read  "  merit,*'  the  case 
might  be  otherwise.  Still  it  is  not  for  us  to  judge 
him,  nor  do  his  doctrines  show  themselves  in  the 
MS.  of  the  Olimpiade,  which  brings  his  name  into 
these  pages. 

The  book  is  well  bound,  in  excellent  preservation, 
beautifully  executed,  and  is  more  than  a  mere  curi- 
osity. Music  not  equal  perhaps  to  that  of  the 
Stabat  and  the  Senxi  Padrona,  but  still  worthy  of 
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the  author  of  those  compositions,  and  a  drama  sur- 
named  by  the  Italians  "  divino,"  copied  by  the 
founder,  however  immoral,  of  a  philosophic  school, 
represent  an  artistic  and  intellectual  triumvirate, 
which,  signalled  by  the  names  of  Pergolese,  Metas- 
tasio,  and  Eousseau,  may  last  in  fame  so  long  as 
civilization  lasts  in  Europe. 

Before  concluding,  we  should  call  the  reader's 
attention  to  the  head  and  tail  pieces  of  this  chapter, 
representing  the  signatures  of  the  third  and  fourth 
Lords  Holland  and  Charles  James  Fox.^ 

^  For  the  inUrj/i'etation  and  translation  of  the  autograph  letters 
reproduced  in  tliis  chapter  see  Appendix  F. 
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And  how  my  Uiak  is  ovor,  however  inadequately 
it  lias  been  ijerformed.  Nor  is  any  apologj'  here 
ofTcTiid  It  would  be  Ijctter  never  to  have  in- 
truded upon  the  reader  at  all,  than  to  prolong 
the  intrusion  by  excuses  which  must  savour  of 
egotism.      Still    less    to    the    purpose    than    apologj-. 
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would  be  a  vindication  ;  to  say :  *'  I  have  tried  not 
to  tire  you  over-much  :  you  have  been  considerately 
spared.  Many  details  as  to  the  contents  of  Holland 
House  have  been  purposely  omitted.  It  has  no 
more  been  attempted  to  notice  every  interesting  or 
valuable  object  in  the  several  rooms,  than  to  speak 
of  every  room  in  the  house.  All  the  good  pictures 
even  have  not  been  mentioned.  .  .  ."  Such  a 
tirade  the  reader  might  justly  interrupt  with  indig- 
nation. All  I  would  simply  say  is,  I  have  sought 
to  recall  a  few  visions  of  the  past,  and  to  give 
a  homage— feeble,  it  is  true,  but  yet  a  homage — 
to  the  venerable  and  beloved  house  which  has 
acquired  for  itself  an  interest  in  Englishmen's 
hearts.  Once  more,  my  task  is  over ;  and,  strange 
as  it  may  seem,  I  leave  it  with  regret. 

Proceeding  with  the  work,  and  gaining  a  deeper 
insight  into  the  subject  of  it,  a  conviction  has 
increasingly  grown  upon  me  that  I  was  rendering 
but  little  justice  to  my  theme.  More  than  once  have 
I  felt  tempted  to  lay  aside  the  work — not  from  idle- 
ness, but  from  a  sense  of  un worthiness.  But  then, 
encouraged  by  the  love  I  bear  the  old  house,  and 
also  by  the  notion  that  some  thing  is  better  than 
no  thing,  I  laboured  on ;  and  I  now  place  the 
result  tremulously  before  the  public. 
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From  my  friends,  I  hopefully  expect  to  receive  in- 
dulgence. In  regard  to  others,  I  shall  be  more  than 
satisfied  if,  by  the  modest  effort  of  my  pen,  I  have 
in  some  way  contributed  towards  a  better  know- 
ledge and  appreciation  of  Holland  House — a  place 
so   interesting. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  this  has  been  by 
no  means  intended  as  a  detailed  history  of  Holland 
House  ;  I  should  feel  myself,  in  every  way,  un- 
equal to  such  an  undertaking.  But  I  have  lived 
long  under  the  shelter  of  its  roof;  its  stones  have 
grown  dearer  to  me  day  by  day ;  and  the  shadows 
of  those  who  inhabited  it,  flitting  continually  before 
my  fancy,  their  voices  speaking  to  me  while  the 
wind  has  murmured  through  the  cedar-trees,  hallow 
rather  than  haunt  every  comer  of  the  old  place. 
Therefore  I  would  fain  arrest  Time's  hand,  which  is 
dropping  the  curtain  on  bygone  scenes,  and  commit 
a  sketch  of  them  to  the  mind's  eye  ere  they  be 
obliterated  from  man's  mind. 

Most  of  us  have  experienced  the  pang  of  enter- 
ing a  room  associated  in  our  recollections  with 
some  dear  face,  some  loved  voice,  when  face  and 
voice  are  still  in  death.  The  arm-chair  empty, 
the  writing-desk  just  as  it  used  to  be,  the  pen  laid 
carelessly  down,  and  perhaps  an  unfinished  sentence 
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illustrating  upon  a  sheet  of  paper,  better  than  any 
stone-cut  epitaph,  the  writer's  broken  history.  Have 
we  not  then  upraised  our  souls  to  heaven  and  cried 
out  in  despair  for  even  one  moment  of  the  past? 
But  we  have  cried  in  vain ;  and  as  years  roll  by, 
and  we  hope  that  time  has  trampled  our  sorrow 
under  foot,  so  surely  as  we  live,  too  surely  do  we 
live  to  find  that  the  sorrow,  if  trampled  upon,  is 
not  annihilated ;  for  time  but  trampled  it  down 
into  our  own  hearts,  where  it  remains  deeply  roote<l, 
thoupjh  hidden. 

Tliis  is  what  I  feel  as  day  after  day,  living  in 
the  midst  of  such  remembrances,  no  voice  comes 
up  from  the  grave  to  tell  the  story  of  the  old 
walls ;  and  this  is  what  we  all  must  foel  if,  day 
after  day  travelling  on  life's  journey,  no  stone  is 
raised  to  mark  the  best  loved  spots. 

May  I  not  then  be  forgiven  for  having  en- 
deavoured to  disinter  some  of  the  past,  and  to 
relate  what  I  could  gather  of  interest  about  the 
house  in  which  I  grew  up  under  the  care  of  her 
to  whom  I  owe  so  much  ?  In  my  endeavour,  it  is 
true,  I  have  often  fallen  short,  and  perhaps  oftoner 
failed  entirely.     But  I  crave  forgiveness  still. 

The  jewels  are  not  set  aa  they  should  be  set,  in  a 
finely-wrought  mounting.     The  relics  are  not  placed, 
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aa  tUey  deserve  to  be  placed,  in  a  precious  shriiic. 
But  the  jewels  are  relics,  and  the  relics  are  jewels, 
and  I  had  rather  exhibit  them  in  their  native 
splendour  and  sanctity  than  unworthily  encumbered 
with  fabrications  of  my  own.  Thus  in  diffidence 
and  gratitude  I  leave  them  with  the  reader. 
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APPENDIX  A.' 

SIR  JOSHUA   REYNOLDS   UPON  COLOURIKG. 

With  reference  to  the  subject  of  Sir  Joshua's 
colouring,  a  note  by  him  in  Du  Freanoy's  Art  of 
Painting  will  not  be  without  interest.  It  occurs  in 
connection  with  the  following  passage ; — • 

" .     .     .     for  those  celestial  Hues, 
Whicti  Zouxis,  aided  by  the  Attic  Muse, 
Gave  to  the  wond'ring  Eye :...." 


See  chap.  xx.  p.  35 :  "  But  though  he  had  almost  bmmdless 
admiration  for  Venetian  colouring  .  .  .  ." 
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Xofe  hff  Sh'  Joshua  Reynolds^ 

"  From  tlie  various  anticnt  Paintinpfs,  wLich  liavc 
conic  down  to  us,  wc  may  fomi  a  judgment  with 
tolerable  accuracy  of  the  excellencies  and  the  defects 
of  the  art  amongst  the  antients. 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  the  same  correct- 
ness of  design  was  required  from  the  Painter  as  from 
the  Sculptor;  and  if  the  same  good  foitune  had 
happened  to  us  in  regard  to  their  Paintings,  to 
possess  what  the  antients  themselves  esteemed  their 
master-pieces,  which  is  the  case  in  Sculpture,  I  have 
no  doubt  but  we  should  find  their  figui-es  as  cor- 
rectly drawn  as  the  Laocoon,  and  probably  coloured 
like  Titian.  What  disposes  me  to  think  higher  of 
their  colouring  than  any  remains  of  antient  Painting 
will  waiTant,  is  the  account  which  Pliny  gives  of  the 
mode  of  operation  used  by  Apelles,  that  over  his 
finished  picture  he  spread  a  transparent  liquid  like 
ink,  of  which  the  effect  was  to  give  brilliancy,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  lower  the  too  gi*eat  glare  of  the 
colour :  Quod  ahsoluta  opera  atramento  ilUnehat  itd 

*  The  Art  of  Painting  of  Charles  Alphonse  Du  Fresnoy. 
Translated  into  English  verse  by  William  Mason,  M.A.,  with 
Annotations  by  Sir  Joshua  liejnolds,  President  of  the  Koyal 
Academy.     York,  1783.     (Part  of  Note  xxxviL  to  line  350.) 
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temdy  lit  id  ipsum  repercxissu  claritafes  colorum  exci- 
taret. — JiJt  tilm  ratione  magna  ne  colanim  claritas 
octdorum  aclem  ojffcnderet.  This  passage,  tlio'  it 
may  possibly  pci-plox  the  critics,  is  a  true  and  an 
artist-like  desci-iption  of  the  effect  of  Glazing  or 
Scumbling,  such  as  was  practised  by  Titian  and  the 
rest  of  the  Venetian  Painters ;  this  custom,  or  mode 
of  operation,  implies  at  least  a  tnie  taste  of  what 
the  excellence  of  colouring  consists,  which  does  not 
proceed  from  fine  colours,  but  true  colours ;  from 
breaking  down  these  fine  colours  which  woidd  appear 
too  raw,  to  a  deep-toned  brightness.  Perhaps  the 
manner  in  which  Correggio  practised  the  art  of  Glazing 
was  still  more  like  that  of  Apelles,  which  was  only 
perceptible  to  those  who  looked  close  to  the  picture, 
ad  iruumm  intuenti  demilm  ap^Kireret ;  whereas  in 
Titian,  and  still  more  in  Bassan  and  othere  his  imi- 
tators, it  was  apparent  on  the  slightest  inspection  : 
Artists  who  may  not  approve  of  Glazing,  must  still 
acknowledge,  that  this  practice  is  not  that  of 
ignorance. 

"Another  circumstance,  that  tends  to  prejudice  me 
in  favour  of  their  colouring,  is  the  account  we  have 
of  some  of  their  principal  painters  using  but  four 
colours  only.  I  am  convinced  the  fewer  the  colours 
the  cleaner  will'  be  the  effect  of  those  colours,  and 
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that  four  is  sufficient  to  make  every  combination 
required.  Two  colours  mixed  together  will  not  pre- 
serve the  brightness  of  either  of  them  single,  nor 
will  three  be  as  bright  as  two :  of  this  observation , 
simple  as  it  is,  an  Artist,  who  wishes  to  colour 
bright,  will  know  the  value." 
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THE   FIRST   LORD   HOLLAND. 

Appended  to  our  mention  of  this  picture,  we 
would  here  insert  three  letters  from  Henry  Fox, 
afterwards  first  Lord  Holland,  which  came  under 
our  notice  too  late  for  insertion  in  our  account  of 
himself  (Vol.  I.  chap.  ii.).  They  arc  addressed  to 
his  friend  Peter  Collinson,  and,  as  will  be  seen,  two 
of  them  corroborate  his  taste  for  gardening  already 
hinted  at,  while  the  other  furnishes  some  interesting 
small-talk  about  his  political  life. 

**Dear  S»' 

"  Friend   Hamilton    can    not   come   here   on 
Thursday  but  says  it  will  be  as  agreeable  to  You  to 

^  See  chap.  xx.  page  38. 
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meet  Him  and  to  diue  here  with  Him  on  Satur- 
day which  Pleasure  Lady  Caroline  and  I  expect 
with  great  Impatience.  May  I  beg  You  to  call  on 
Mr.  Hamilton  and  make  Him  come  here  early  on 
Saturday  for  He  has  a  great  deal  to  do.  And  if 
You  will  permit  Us,  Lady  Caroline  has  a  thousand 
Questions  to  ask  You  about  Flowers,  and  I  not 
much  fewer  about  Plants. 

•'  I  am,  S', 

"Your  very 

"  Humble  Servant 


"H.  Fox. 


"  Holland  House, 

Dec'   18,  1750. 

M*    P*    COLLTNSOX."' 


To  the  same  : — 

'^DearS"' 

'*I  hope  You  have  long  before  this  time 
got  Your  Lottery  Tickets.  I  want  to  raise  a 
Quantity  of  male  sijreading  Cypress  and  other 
Cypress's  from  Seed.  Can  You  procure  me  any 
Cones  ?  I  am  told  Mr.  Bincks  in  Your  Neighbour- 
hood may  be  best  depended  upon  for  such  as  arc 
good.     I  want  likewise  some  Acorns  of  Scarlet  Oak, 

'  British  Museum.     Add.  MS.  28,727,  fol.  20. 
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and  a  Bushel  or  more  of  Chesnuts  for  sowius: ! 
Excuse  me  for  troubling  You  as  I  think  they  are 
less  likely  to  think  of  imposing  on  one  so  learned, 
than  on  Your  ignorant  humble  Servant 

"  H.  Fox. 

"Xov'  5.  1751. 

"Mr.  Watson  advis'd  me  to  sow  something  with 
a  hard  Name,  to  creep  on  the  Ground  and  cover 
with  green,  all  the  vacant  spaces  in  my  young 
Plantations.  I  wish  You  would  tell  me  what  it 
was." ' 

Rather  hard  ui)on  his  learned  friend,  who,  how- 
ever, seems  to  have  been  equal  to  the  occasion  ;  for 
on  Henry  Fox's  letter  is  a  note,  made  probably  by 
Peter  CoUinson,  to  the  following  efleet: — 

**  Double-Snowdrops. 

"  To  remind  him  in  March  to  sow  Candy  Tuft, 
Eock  Stock,  Venus  Looking  Glass,  &c." 

To  the  same  : — 

"Dec'  22.  1754. 

"Friend  Collinson, 

"FU  get  You  some  of  each  sort  of  Seeds. 
As  to  Virginia,  Braddock,  if  He  do's  not  find  it 
done  to  his  hands,  must  clear  the  Ohio,  and  build 

^  British  Museum.     Add.  MS.  28,727.  fol.  21. 
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and  garrison  a  Fort  in  a  proper  place  on  that 
River.  Then  to  Niagara,  which  I  hope  will  be  a 
Place  of  Arms,  in  the  extensive  View  You  mention, 
and  have  anu'd  Vessels,  under  the  Direction  of  who- 
ever shall  command  there  ;  on  the  Lake  Erie.  Then 
He  must  take  Crownpoint,  and  keep  and  garrison 
it.  And  if  His  Assistance  is  wanted,  last  of  all 
sweep  the  French  oflF  from  their  Beau  Sejour  as 
they  call  it  near  Chenecto  Settlements,  to  introduce 
which,  as  this  is  done,  must  be  the  Work  of  Time 
and  Industry,   as  well  as  Arms  and  Counsel. 

"  Now  for  Your  City  News. — You  are  wicked 
People  in  the  City  to  report  such  things  without 
Foundation  to  the  Discredit  of  Your  Neighbours ; 
unless  You  think  that  if  £2000  a  year  is  but 
gain'd,  it  can  be  no  Discredit  to  obtain  it  any 
how.  I  believe.  Friend,  I  might  have  had  a  Place, 
as  much  better  than  mine  as  that  comes  to,  or  per- 
haps that  added  to  my  own,  if  I  would.  But  I 
w^ould  have  no  pecuniary  Advantage,  lest  it  should 
be  said  that  Friend  Fox  was  hir'd,  or  brib'd. 
Friend  Pitt  talk'd  well.  Fox  did  not  meddle,  as 
Y'  News  says,  but  sate  still.  The  King  spoke  to 
Fox,  desir'd  his  Assistance,  and  bid  Him  be  active ; 
Fox  obeys,  and  desires  a  Mark  of  Favour  and 
Confidence,    7iot   Money,    may    be    the  Motive    and 
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Reason  of  such  Obedience,  and  is  made  a  Cabinet 

Counsellor,  the    only    True    piece    of   News    in    Y*^ 

Gazette. 

"  I  heartily  thank   You  for  sending  it,   and   beg 

You  to  continue  to  me,  so  usefuU  a  Mark  of  Your 

Friendship. 

"  Adieu." 

'  British  Moseum.     Add.  MS.  28,727,  if.  32,  33. 
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APPENDIX  C: 


LADY   SAllAH    LENNOX. 

On  Thursday,  .  .  Lady  Susan  was  at  Court  with  L^ 
Albemarle,  Lady  Sarah  on  the  other  side  of  the  Room 
with  L^  Cur.  Fox.     The  King  said  to  Lady  Susan  : — 

King.  You  are  going  into  Somersetshire  ;  When  do 
you  return  ? 

Lady  Susan.  Not  before  Winter  Sir,  and  I  don't 
know  how  soon  in  Winter. 

K.  Is  there  nothing  will  bring  you  to  town  before 
Winter  ? 

L.  S.    I  don't  know  of  any  thing. 

K.   Would  you  not  like  to  see  a  Coronation  ? 

^  See  chap.  xx.  p.  59 :  "  The  first  Lord  Holland  gives  us 
with  some  variations — the  main  point,  however,  agreeing — what 
must  have  been  these  two  conversations." 
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L.  S.  Yes,  Sir,  and  I  hope  I  sLuulil  come  to  see  that. 

K.    I  hear  it's  very  popiibr  my  having  put  it  off. 

L.  S,    [Nothing.] 

K,  Won't  it  be  a  much  finer  sight  wlien  there  is  a 
Queen  ? 

L.  S.   To  be  sure,  Sir. 

K.  I  have  had  a  great  many  applications  from 
abroad,  but  I  don't  like  them.  I  have  had  none  at 
home,  1  should  like  that  better. 

L.  S.   [Nothing  (frighten'd).] 

K.  What  do  you  think  of  your  Friend,  you  know 
who  I  mean.     Don't  you  think  Her  fittest  ? 

L.S.   Think,  Sir. 

K.    I  think  none  so  fitt. 

He  then  went  across  the  Room  to  Lady  Sarah,  bid 
Her  ask  Her  Friend  what  He  had  been  saying,  and 
make  Her  tell  Her,  and  tell  Her  all.  She  assur  d 
Him  She  would. 

H.M.  is  not  given  to  joke,  and  this  would  be  a 
veiy  bad  joke  too.  Is  it  serious  ?  Strange  if  it  is, 
and  a  sti-ange  way  of  going  about  it. 

We  are  all  impatient  to  know,  and  the  next 
Sunday,  or  the  Sunday  se'nnight,  T^ady  Sarah  go's 
to  Court,  out  of  humour  and  had  been  crying  all 
the  morning.  The  moment  the  King  saw  Her,  He 
go's  to  Her. 
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K.   Have  you  seen  your  Friend  lately  ? 
L.  S.   Yes. 

K.    Has  She  told  you  what  1  said  to  Her  ? 
L,  S,   Yes. 
K.    All? 
L.  S,  Yes. 

K.   Do  you  approve  ? 

L.  S.  made  no  Answer,  but  look'd  as  cross  as  she 
could  look. 

H.M.  aflOronted  left  Her,  seem'd  confus'd ;  and  left 
the  Drawing  Room.  The  Reader  will  be  impatient  to 
know  why  this  young  Lady  was  so  cross ;  and  sorry 
(as  I  am)  that  it  came  so  mal  d  propos  as  to  hinder 
him  and  me  perhaps  from  ever  knowing  what  the 
King  meant^ 

The  very  differences  of  detail  between  the  foregoing 
account  and  that  by  Mr.  Napier  seem  to  substantiate 
the  fact  in  which  both  agree. 

'  Holland  House  MSS.     Henry  Fox's  Memoir. 
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APPENDIX  D. 


LADY   SARAH    LENNOX. 


A  FEW  more  original  and  authentic  particulars 
respecting  this  romantic  episode  in  English  History 
may  not  be  without  interest  to  some  of  our  readers. 


"  Tuesday. 
**  To  all  whom  it  may  concern. 

"On  Sunday  I  heard  from  good  Authority,  that 
the  Report  of  H.M.'s  intended  Marriage  with  a  Pr" 
of  Brunswick  was  entirely  without  foundation.  And 
that  He  was  totally  free  and  unengaged. 

**  On  Monday  therefore,  which  was  yesterday,  I 
went  to  court;  I  saw  the  Marq"  of  Kildare  and 
Conolly  there,  to  whom  I  thought  His  M.  had  spoke, 

'  See  chap.  xx.  p.  70. 
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and  probably  might  not  speak  to  me,  concerning 
Lady  Sal.  I  determined,  however,  tliat  He  should 
if  I  could  bring  it  about.  After  a  Loose  Question 
or  two.  He  in  a  3'^  supposes  I  am  by  this  time 
settled  at  Holland  House.  (Now  I  have  you.) 
I  never  go  tliere,  Sir,  says  I,  tliere  is  nolxxly 
tliere.  AVhere  is  Lady  Carolhie  ?  In  Somersetsliire 
with  Lady  Sarah.  At  that  name  His  Voice  and 
Countenance,  gentle  and  gracious  already,  softened 
and  He  colourM  a  little.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  She 
is  so  well — As  well  as  any  bod}''  can  be  with  such  an 
Accident,  but  the  Pain  was  terrihle  fi'om  the  Motion 
of  the  Coach  till  she  got  to  Mr.  Hoares ; — He  drew 
up  his  Breath,  wreath'd  himself,  and  made  the  Coun- 
tenance of  one  feeling  pain  himself.  (Thinks  I  you 
shall  hear  of  that  again)  I  added  She  is  extremely 
chearfuU  now  and  patient  and  good-humour'd  to  a 
degree.  Was  She  going  down  a  Steep  Hill  when  the 
Horse  fell  ? — I  believe  not.  Sir,  the  Horse  put  his 
foot  upon  a  Stone  which  broke,  and  it  was  impossible 
He  should  not  fall  ;  Lady  Sai'ah,  I  hear,  says  I,  pro- 
poses to  ride  to  London  upon  the  same  Horse,  to  clear 
the  Horse  from  all  blame, — That  shews  says  He,  a 
good  Spirit  in  Lady  Sarah,  but  I  trust  there  will  be 
prudence  in  the  Family  to  prevent  it.  I  fancy  says 
I  Lady   Caroline   will   dissuade   it,  but  indeed   the 
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Horse  was  not  to  blame  ;  in  rising  again  bis  Slioulcler 
press'd  Lady  Sarahs  Leg  upon  the  Stones  of  which 
tliat  Road  is  full  and  broke  it  Then  came  the  same 
Countenance  and  Expressions  of  Uneasiness,  whicli  I 
rather  encreas'd  by  talking  again  of  the  Pain  the 
[Motion  of  the  Coacli  gave ;  and  tlien  relieved,  by 
assurincr  tliat  she  had  notliinj;  hard  to  bear  now  but 
the  Confinement ; — I  fancy,  says  He,  tliat  is  not  very 
easy  to  Lady  Sarah.  And  then  He  left  me  for  some 
conversation  which  neithej  gave  Him  so  much  ])ain 
or  so  much  pleasure  as  mine  had  done.  Don't  tell 
Lady  Sarah  that  I  am  sure  He  intends  to  marry  Her, 
for  I  am  not  sure  of  it.  Whether  Lady  Sarah  shall 
be  told  what  I  am  sure  of  I  leave  to  the  Readers 
Judgement.  /  am  sure  that  He  loves  Her  better 
than  N,  do's. 

"  I  have  shorten'd,  not  exaggerated  a  Word  in 
this  accoimt,  and  I  don't  think  it  was  prevention  made 
me  imagine  somethmg  particular  whenever  He  pro- 
nounced, especially  the  last.  Lady  Sarah.    .    .    ."  ^ 

^  Holland  House  MSS.  Extract  from  paper  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Henry  Fox  (afterwards  first  Lord  Holland),  which 
came  witli  a  letter  from  him  to  Lady  Caroline,  dated  ('J  uesday) 
April  14,  17(51 . 
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APPENDIX  E/ 

LADY    WARWICK    AND    ADDISON. 

Since  the  early  part  of  this  work  has  gone  to  press, 
a  relation  of  Addison's  has  kindly  pointed  out  to 
us  certain  circumstances  which  seem  to  have  been 
usually  overlooked,  but  which,  if  better  known,  might 
modify  the  too  popular  opinion  concerning  this  truly 
excellent  writer's  domestic  life.  At  any  rate,  it  is 
certain  that  Lady  Warwick  in  her  will  left  an 
annuity  of  ten  pounds  for  the  poor  of  Bilton,  which 
would  prove  that  she  felt  a  consideration,  if  not  an 
endearment,  towards  the  place  so  especially  asso- 
ciated with  her  great  husband.  She  also  left  an 
annuity  of  fifty  pounds  (although  the  continuance 
of  it  was  conditional)  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Combes, 
"  Sister  of  my  late  dear  husband  Mr.  Addison.'* 

'  See  chap,  xxiii.  p.  125  :  ''.  .  .  after  what  has  been  hinted 
abont  Addison's  unhappy  married  life  .  .  .  ." 
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APPENDIX  F. 


AUTOGRAPH    LETTERS. 

**  Prjsstantissime  Willhelme  faelicitatem. 

**Ecquid  bone  Deus!  quid  tarn  diuturnum 
sibi  vult  silentium?  Quid  isthic  agas,  num  bene 
valeas  profecto  me  latet.  Verum  bene  valere  te 
cuperem.  Cetera  aliquando  mihi  aperta  fieri  exposco. 
Itane  Franciscus  tibi  alias  jucundissimus  memoria 
excidit  ?  Cum  potes  scribe.  Animorum  communi- 
catione  alitur  amicitia.  Amo  praBstantiam  tuam 
idque  sponte,  magisque  proecedentibus  meritis.  Eiit 
proinde  tuse  humanitatis,  qua  commendabilis  cs^ 
efficere  ut  te  diutissimo  amore  prosequar.  Et  si 
Petrarch89  nunquam  fselieis  amor  parum,  aut  verius 
nil  addere  potest  rebus  tuis^  tibi  tamen  erit  laudi  a 

^  See  chap.  xzviiL  p.  201,  note :  "  For  the  interpretation  and 
translation  of  the  autograph  letters  reproduced  in  this  chapter 
see  Appendix  F." 

VOL.  II.  Q 
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cunctis  amari.  Qualitercunquc  isthic  implicatus  sis 
valetudinem  servarc  studeas,  nee  ad  me,  aliquando, 
nisi  crebro,  litcras  dare  pretermittas.  Si  tecum  est 
honestissimus,  mihique  pcrcharus  Jo :  Corradus  pa- 
truus  tuus,  ilium  quaeso  nomine  meo  salvere  iubeas. 
Propter  humanissimos  ejus  mores,  optima  studia, 
ingenium,  prsecipuamque  in  me  benevolentiam  ipsi 
plurimum  afficior.  Ambobus  diutissimam  sospitatem 
precor.  Vale,  et  Petrarchae  tui  amantissimi  ne  sis 
immemor.     Avenione  iii.  Idus  Maii,  MCCCXL. 

"F.  Petrarcha." 


[Translation.] 

"  Most  excellent  Guglielmo,  all  happiness ! 

"In  the  name  of  good  Heaven  what  means 
this  everlasting  silence  ?  What  thou  doest  there, 
whether  thou  art  well,  is  quite  beyond  my  knowledge. 
But  surely  I  would  wish  thee  good  health.  As  to 
other  news,  prithee  sometimes  let  them  be  opened 
to  me.  Hath  thy  once  so  pleasing  Francesco  slipped 
thus  from  thy  memory  ?  Write  when  thou  canst 
Communion  of  souls  is  food  of  friendship.  I  love 
thine  excellence,  aye,  of  mine  own  self,  and  still  more 
for  thy  past  kindnesses.  Hence  'twill  be  for  those 
good   qualities,   which   are   so  praiseworthy  in  thee. 
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to  make  me  still  follow  thee  with  lasting  affection. 
And  if  unlucky  Petrarcha's  love  can  add  only  too 
little,  or,  more  truly,  nothing,  to  thy  fortune,  yet 
'twill  be  to  thy  credit  to  be  beloved  of  all  men. 
However  thou  art  involved  there,  have  a  good 
care  of  thy  health ;  nor  fail  to  write,  sometimes  at 
least,  if  not  often.  If  thy  most  honourable  uncle 
and  my  dear  friend,  Giovanni  Corrado,  be  with  thee, 
prithee  salute  him  in  my  name.  For  the  sake  of 
his  most  gentle  qualities,  his  most  excellent  studies, 
his  nature,  and  his  great  kindness  to  me,  my  affec- 
tion to  him  is  deep.  I  pray  for  the  lasting  welfare 
of  both  of  you.  Fai'e  thee  well,  and  be  not  forgetful 
of  thy  most  loving  Petrarcha.  Avignon,  13  May, 
1340.  "F.  Petrarcha." 

ITALIAN     LETTER     FROM     JACOPO    SANNAZARO     (siGNED 

'^SYNCERUS"). 

"MoLTO  Magnifico  Signore, 

"A  la  lettera  di  vostra  signoria  faro  succinta 
resposta,  come  persona  ad  chi  per  gratia  di  questi 
Signori  le  materie  son  mancate  in  questa  corte.  Da 
qua  anchora  non  havemo  cosa  alcuna  degna  di  aviso. 
II  nostro  Catholico  credo  si  sia  dimenticato  havere 
questo  regno  qui.  Noi  anchora  stamo  come  non 
pensassemo  haver  signore.     Tutta  la  diligentia  h  in 

Q  2 
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fare  che  il  patrone  nostro  non  possa  veuir  a  li  bagni 
ad  curarsi ;  Dio  lo  perdoni  ad  chi  va  ponendo  questi 
scrupuli  Base  vostra  signoria  le  mani  da  mia 
parte  ad  la  sua  Illustrissima,  et  sappia  che  mi 
pare  mille  anni  havere  quel  sombrero  promessomi 
sin  da  Francia.  Accomandomi  ad  vostra  signoria. 
Neapoli,  4  decembris,  1518.     Syncerus  tuus." 


[Translation.] 
**M0ST    MIGHTY    SiR, 

"  I  will  answer  your  letter  briefly,  as  one  to 
whom,  thanks  to  these  gentlemen,  materials  have  been 
lacking  in  this  court.  From  hence  we  have  as  yet 
nothing  worthy  of  notice.  Our  Catholic  one,^  I  think, 
must  have  forgotten  that  he  has  a  kingdom  here. 
We  also  are  as  if  we  did  not  think  we  had  a  ruler. 
Every  effort  is  being  directed  to  prevent  our  master 
from  being  able  to  come  and  cure  himself  at  the 
baths.^  God  forgive  those  who  raise  these  scruples ! 
I  would  have  you  kiss  your  illustrious  wife's  hands 
for  me,  and  know  that  I  long  for  the  hat  which 
was  promised  me  even  from  France.  Recom- 
mending myself  to  you,  Naples,  4***  of  December, 
1518,  your  Syncerus.'* 

'  The  King.  «  Of  Ischia.  (!) 
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SPANISH  LETTER,  TO  MIGUEL  PEREZ  DE  ALMAfON, 
WITH  A  POSTSCRIPT  ADDED  BY  GONZALVO   DE   CORDOVA. 

"MUY    MAGNIFICO    SeSoR, 

"  Mi9er  Petro  Gullo,  Uevador  desta,  es  un  gentil 
honbre  de  Esquilache  de  buena  casa,  y  buen  vasallo 
y  servidor  del  Key  nuestro  Seflor.  Viene  a  suplicar 
a  su  altesa  le  oyga  un  case  muy  resio  que  en  su 
tierra  le  ha  acaesfido,  y  sobrello  le  mande  baser 
cunplimiento  de  justijia.  Suplicos,  Seflor,  que,  para 
quel  aya  bueno  y  presto  despacho,  Vuestra  Merged 
le  mande  favoresjer  y  aver  recommendado ;  que 
demas  de  administrar  le  justijia,  como  es  razon,  yo 
rescebire  mer9ed  en  todo  lo  que  per  el  se  hisiere. 
Nuestro  Seflor  vuestra  muy  magnifica  persona  y 
estado  guarde  y  prospere  como  Vuestra  Mer9ed  desea. 
De  Loxa,  vij   de  Jullio.'* 

By  Gonzalvo  de  Cordova: — 

"Suplycos  Seiior  querays  que  se  conosca  lo  que 
cree  que  yo  soy  tan  vuestro  servydor  que  la  da^ 
provecharmy  suplycaros.  Gran  merged  recebyre  en 
ello  pues  su  justyjya  y  razon  por  sy  mesmas  layudan 
tanto,  y  yo  quedo  a  vuestro  servyyyo. 

"G""    FERR^   DUQUE    DE    TeRRANOVA." 

'  The  reading  is  certainly  **  la  da ;"  the  intention  may  have 
been  **he  de." 
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Caroline,  Queen,  Lady  Holland's  remarks  on  her  trial,  iL  153. 
Catherine,  Empress  of  Russia,  fire-arms  given  by  her  to  Fox, 

L  208 ;  miniature  and  autograph,  iL  120. 
Cedar-tree  in  the  grounds  of  Holland  House,  i.  172. 
Ceilings  of  rooms  at  Holland  House,  L  207,  211,  212,  221,  255, 

iL  16,  101. 
Chairs  at  Holland  House,  designed  by  Cleyn,  ii.  11,  19. 
Chalon,  Jean,  his  engravings,  i.  250. 

Chantrey,  his  bust  of  the  Eight  Hon.  J.  Hookham  Frere,  L  207. 
Chapel  at  Holland  House,  destroyed  by  fire,  existing  remains, 

L  203,  iL  128. 
Chardin,  Sir  John,  his  residence  at  Holland  House,  L  27. 
Charles  II.,  his  portrait  at  Holland  House,  L  229  ;  ring  with  his 

portrait,  iL  134. 
Chatham,  William  Pitt,  Earl  of,  his  rivalry  with  Henry  Fox, 

L43. 
Chelsea  china  at  Holland  House,  L  225. 
Chelsea  Hospital,  its  establishment  promoted  by  Sir  Stephen  Fox, 

L  37. 
Chesterfield,  Lord,  his  character  of  first  Baron  Holland,  i.  51,  55. 
Chimney-pieces  at  Holland  House,  i.  217,  235,  iL  13,  130,  131, 

132,  168. 
China  Eooms  at  Holland  House,  i.  223,  225,  iL  99. 
Cleyn,  Francis,  his  decoration  of  Holland  House,  iL  14,  15  ;  chairs 

designed  by  him,  19.  * 

Collius,  Samuel,  bis  miniature  of  Lady  Caroline  Fox,  iL  161. 
CoUinson,  Peter,  letter  to  him  from  Henry  Fox  on  resigning  ofiSce, 

L  49  ;  three  letters  from  first  Lord  Holland,  iL  213. 
Conolly,  Eight  Hon.  Thomas,  portrait  by  Eeynolds  at  Holland 

House,  iL  39. 
Conolly,  Lady  Louisa,  her  portrait,  ii.  77 ;  miniature,  164. 
Cooper,  Samuel,  his  miniature  paintings ;  specimens  at  Holland 

House,  ii.  160. 
Cope,  Sir  Walter,  founder  of  Cope  Castle  (now  Holland  House),  i.  9. 
Cordova  leather  hangings  at  Holland  House,  i.  212,  224,  ii.  101. 
Cosway,  Eichard,  RA.,  his  miniature  paintings ;  specimens   at 

Holland  House,  iL  161. 
Cosway,  Maria,  her  paintings,  portrait ^of  Lady  Affleck,  iL  162. 
Cotes,  Francis,  R.A.,  miniature  of  Lady  Sarah  Lennox,  iL  162. 
Cox,  Eobert,  a  comedian  during  the  Commonwealth,  L  20. 
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of  justice,  as  is  right  to  expect,  may  I  be  pardoned 
in  all  which  is  done  for  him.  Our  Lord  keep  and 
prosper  your  very  mighty  person  and  estate,  accord- 
ing to  your  wishes. — From  Loxa,  7th  of  July. 

"I  beg  of  you,  Sir,  to  show  that  which  you 
believe,  namely  :  that  I  am  so  good  a  servant  of 
yours  that  I  intend  to  profit  by  it  and  ask  for 
favour.  This  I  shall  receive  in  a  great  measure 
[by  your  attending  to  my  recommendation  in  behalf 
of  the  bearer] ;  for  your  justice  and  wisdom  help 
you  so  much,  and  I  remain 

"  Yours  to  command, 

"  GoNZALVo  Ferrandez, 

Duke  of  Terranoua,*' 


SPANISH     LETTER   OF   PHILIP   II.    TO    POPE 

GREGORY  XIII. 

"  MuY  Sancto  Padre, 

"Otras  vezes  he  suplicado  a  V.  S*^.  mandase 
embiar  el  capelo  al  cardenal  Argobispo  de  Sevilla, 
agora  lo  hngo  con  nueva  Instancia  pucs  las  causas 
que  para  ello  ay,  y  para  no  permitir  V.  S**.  otra 
cosa,  son  tan  urgentes  como  dira  el  conde  de  Olivares, 
a  quien  en  esto  me  Remyto,  y  en  lo  muclio  que 
estimarc  que  V.  S**.,  nos  haga  esta  gracia  tan  deseada 
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E. 

Edward  VI.,  sketch  by  Vertue  at  Holland  House,  ii.  119. 

EldoD,  Lord,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  146. 

Ellis,  Charles,  miniature  by  Cosway,  ii.  162. 

Ellis,  George,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  145. 

Embroidery  at  Holland  House,  i.  217. 

Evelyn,  his  notices  of  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  L  34-37. 

F. 

Fabre,  his  portrait  of  third  Lord  Holland,  i.  283;  of  Lucien 
Buonaparte,  ii.  114. 

Fagan,  his  portrait  of  Elizabeth,  Lady  Holland,  ii.  79. 

Fans,  collection  of,  ii.  169. 

Fell's  Memoirs  of  Fox,  i.  86,  1 1 8. 

Fire  at  Holland  House  (1871),  ii.  166. 

Fitzpatrick's  lines  on  Fox,  i.  218,  ii.  135. 

Flahault,  Count  de,  his  portrait  at  Holland  House,  L  243. 

Flemish  Engravings  at  Holland  House,  i.  249. 

Fleur-de-lis,  in  armorial  bearings  granted  to  Sir  Stephen  Fox, 
i.  40 ;  in  the  decorations  and  balustrades  of  Holland  House, 
L  32,  ii.  13,  102. 

Florentine  knocker,  i.  204. 

Font,  bronze,  by  Michele  Garelli,  i.  211. 

Foscolo,  Ugo,  three  MS.  letters  of  Petrarch  lent  to  him  from 
Holland  House  Library ;  engraved  in  fac-simile  in  his  "  Essays 
on  Petrarch,"  ii.  134 ;  the  letters  mislaid,  found  and  restored 
by  him  to  Lord  Holland,  184,  192,  193  :  their  authenticity 
questioned;  letters  from  Foscolo  to  Lord  Holland,  and  from 
the  latter  to  the  Abb6  Meneghelli ;  fac-simile  and  translation 
of  one  of  the  letters,  194,  225. 

Fox,  Sir  Stephen,  biographical  notice  of,  L  32 ;  Evelyn's  notices 
of  him,  34-38  ;  his  devotion  to  Charles  II.,  33  ;  promotion 
and  knighthood,  34  ;  his  family,  35,  39  ;  projector  of  Chelsea 
Hospital,  37 ;  other  philanthropic  exertions,  39 ;  political 
career  and  death,  39  ;  his  supposed  money-chests  at  Holland 
House,  289  ;  his  portrait  by  Lely,  ii.  78. 

Fox,  Lady,  wife  of  Sir  Stephen,  dying  address  to  her  children, 
i.  41 ;  her  portrait  by  Kneller,  ii.  78. 
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Fox,  Charles  James,  bis  birth,  i.  81  ;  a  spoilt  child,  82  ;  early 
teaching,  83  ;  at  Eton,  83  ;  foreign  travel,  love  of  gambling,  83, 
117;  at  Oxford,  84  ;  with  Voltaire  at  Ferney,  84 ;  in  Parliament, 
85  ;  Junior  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  85  ;  a  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
dismissed  by  Lord  North,  86 ;  joins  the  Opposition,  becomes 
Foreign  Secretary,  87  ;  again  resigns,  88  ;  his  influence  in  Par- 
liament, 89  ;  again  Secretary  of  State,  91  ;  his  East  India  Bill 
defeated,  resigns,  and  leads  the  Opposition,  91 ;  Westminster 
elections,  92,  94,  101,  119;  visit  to  Gibbon  at  Lausanne,  92, 
93 ;  debate  on  the  Eegency,  Test  and  Corporation  Acts,  Warren 
Hastings*  Impeachment,  his  quarrel  with  Burke,  94 ;  efforts  for 
peace  and  humanity,  97 ;  Law  of  Libel,  Parliamentary  Reform, 
state  of  Ireland,  98;  at  St.  Anne's  Hill,  98,  100,  105,  131  ; 
love  of  horticulture,  his  "  History  of  James  the  Second,"  99  ; 
Treaty  of  Amiens,  100 ;  reception  in  Paris,  101 ;  with  Napoleon 
I.,  103 ;  Catholic  Question,  becomes  Foreign  Secretary,  104  ; 
peerage  refused,  106;  his  illness,  107;  public  anxiety,  108; 
his  solicitude  for  Mrs.  Fox,  109;  last  days.  111;  religious 
exercises,  113;  death  and  funeral,  39,  114;  portrait,  115; 
Lavater*s  description  of  his  physiognomy,  116;  his  character, 
debts  of  honour,  117  ;  equanimity,  gambling,  and  chess- playing, 
self-indulgence  and  self-control,  118, 119  ;  foppish  and  slovenly, 
120;  literary  preferences,  121  ;  debating  j)Ower,  oratory,  122, 
123;  impartiality,  benevolence,  126,  127;  morals,  domestic 
wit,  128,  129;  duel  with  Mr.  Adam,  128;  simple  tastes, 
love  of  nature  and  children,  131  ;  his  seal,  133;  opinions  of 
Fox  : — by  Horace  Walpole,  88,  96 ;  Lord  Ossory,  89 ;  Lord 
Brougham,  97,  104,  122,  123,  124 ;  Sydney  Smith,  99  ;  Grattan, 
100;  Rogers,  100,  117;  Lord  Erskine,  123,  124;  Burke,  123; 
busts  of  him  by  Nollekens,  206,  218;  statue  in  Bloomsbury 
Square,  cast  from  it  in  gardens  of  Holland  House,  195;  his 
walking-stick,  fire-arms  presented  to  him  by  Catherine  of 
Russia,  Sword  of  Prudence  given  to  him,  208,  215;  sketch 
by  Lady  Diana  Beauclerk,  282 ;  pictures  belonging  to  him 
at  Holland  House,  ii.  33  ;  his  portrait  by  Reynolds  (with  Lady 
Susan  Strangways  and  Lady  Sarah  Lennox),  43 ;  in  private 
theatricals  at  Holland  House,  45;  portrait  in  pastel,  132; 
his  watch,  locket  with  his  hair,  134 ;  rings,  pen,  pencil-case, 
fruit-knife,  135 ;  visits  to  Malmaison  and  St.  Cloud,  147  ; 
his   bust    in    Napoleon's    collection,     148;     miniatures    by 
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Plimmer,    162;  his  *' James  IL,"   copies   at   Holland    House 

with  MS.  notes,  174  ;  fac-simile  of  his  signature,  201. 
Fox,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  C.  J.  Fox,  notices  of,  L  105,  109,  110, 

111,  112,  113,  114,  115,  129,  130;  locket  with  Fox's  hair, 

given  to  her  by  Lord  Lauderdale,  iL  134  ;  Napoleon's  hair  and 

autograph  given  to  her,  141. 
Fox,  Greneral,  portraits  of  him  at  Holland  House,  i.  243,  289  ;  in 

private  theatricals  at  Holland   House    when  six  years   old, 

iL  46. 
Fox,  The  Hon.  Miss,  sister  of  the  third  Lord  Holland,  i  155, 

iL  38  ;  miniature  by  Cosway,  162. 
Fox,  Henry,  first  Baron  Holland  (see  Holland). 
Fox,  Stephen,  second  Baron  Holland  (see  Holland). 
Fox,  Henry  Richard,  third  Baron  Holland  (see  Holland). 
Fox,  Henry  Edward,  fourth  Baron  HoHand  (see  Holland). 
Francis,  Sir  Philip,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  143 ;  his  portrait, 

277 ;  remarks  on  Fox's  "James  II.,'*  ii.  175. 
Franklin,  his  portrait  at  Holland  House,  ii.  117. 
Frederick  the  Great,  bas-relief  of,  ii.  164. 
French  Engravings  at  Holland  House,  L  251. 
Frere,  Right  Hon.  J.  Hookham,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i. 

147;  his  bust,  207;  portrait  by  Shee,  282;   inscription  on 

a  window  at  Holland  House,  ii.  128;    miniature  at  Holland 

House,  163;  on  first  edition  of  Camoens'   "Lusiad,"    177; 

books  borrowed  by  him  from  Holland  House  Library,  181. 


G. 

Galileo,  his  portrait  at  Holland  House,  iL  117. 

Gardens  of  Holland  House,  L  175-196. 

Garelli,  Michele,  bronze  font  by,  i.  211. 

Garrick's  epitaph  on  Hogarth,  L  262. 

Gauf&er,  his  portrait  of  Lady  Holland,  L  282. 

George  IL,  and  Lady  Sarah  Lennox  as  a  child,  iL  51. 

George  III.,  correspondence  of  Heniy  Fox  with  him  as  to  bis 
resignation  as  Secretary  of  State,  i.  46 ;  his  love  for  Lady 
Sarah  Lennox,  proposal  to  marry  her,  her  refusal,  iL  56-71, 
218, 221;  his  marriage  to  Queen  Charlotte,  67;  Dean  Andrews' 
sermon  on  his  blindness,  69. 
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George  IV.,  miniature  portrait  of,  ii.  liM. 

German  Engravings  at  Holland  House,  i.  240. 

Ghost  story  at  Holland  House,  i.  192  ;  Gilt  Room  haunted  by  the 

first  Earl  of  Holland,  ii.  20. 
Gibbon,  visit  of  Fox  to  him,  i.  92  ;  sketch  of  Gibbon  and  Madame 

de  Silva,  by  Wallace,  ii.  121,  129. 
Gonzalvo  de  Cordova,  facsimile  and  interpretation  of  letter  from 

him  to  Miguel  Perez  de  Almaoon,  ii.  229. 
Grattan,  remarks  on  Fox*s  writings,  i.  100;  a  visitor  at  Holland 

House,    148  ;    book  borrowed   by  him   from   Holland  House 

Library,  ii.  181. 
Green  Lane  at  Holland  House,  i.  191. 
Gregory  XI XL,  Pope,  facsimile  and  translation  of  letter  to  him 

from  Philip  U.  of  Spain,  ii.  198,  231. 
Grenville,  Viscount,  his  po^rait  at  Holland  House,  i.  288. 
Grenville  edition  of  Homer,  presentation  copy  to  Lord  Holland, 

il  170. 
Grey,  Charles,  Earl,  Ids  political  c(>nn<Ttion  with  Fox,  i.  98  ;  willi 

third  Lord  Holland,  134,  278  ;  his  portrait  at  Holland  House, 

277  ;  miniature  portrait  of,  ii.  121. 
Grote,  Mrs.,  book  borrowed  by  her  from  Holland  House  Library, 

il  183. 
Gubbio,  Oderigi  da,  his  miniature  paintings,  ii.  100. 
Gun-fire  at  Holland  House,  i.  195. 
Gwynn,  Nell,  her  portrait  at  Holland  House,  i.  229. 

H. 

Hallam,   Henry,   books   borrowed   by  him    from  Holland    House 

Library,  iL  1 82. 
Hardwicke,  Lord  Chancellor,  his  Marriage  Bill  opposed  by  Henry 

Fox,  i.  44. 
Hayter,  portrait  of  John,  Duke  of  Bedford,  i.  283 ;  of  Lord  John 

Russell,  ii.  99. 
Henri  Quatre,  bust  of  him  at  Holland  House,  i.  207. 
Heraldry  (&(w  Armorial  bearings). 
Highland  games  at  Holland  House,  i.  191. 
Hoare,  his  portrait  of  second  Lord  Holland,  i.  250. 
Hogarth,  pictures  by  him  at  Holland  House,  his  autograph,  i.  258, 

259  ;  (Jarrick's  epitaj^h,  202. 
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Hollar,  Wenceslaus,  his  engravings,  i.  247. 

Holland,  Henry  Kich,  first  Earl  of,  biographical  notice,  i.  10 ; 
beheaded,  12-15;  Clarendon's  character  of  him,  13;  portrait, 
16  ;  portrait  by  Van  Dyck,  30  ;  proposed  ball  to  Prince  Charles 
on  his  marriage  with  Henrietta  Maria,  ii  23. 

Holland,  Kobert  Eich,  second  Earl  of,  i.  21. 

Holland,  Edward  Rich,  third  Earl  of,  i.  22. 

Holland,  Henry  Fox,  first  Lord,  HoUand  House  purchased  by  him, 
L  26  ;  his  rivalry  with  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  43 ;  parliamentary 
career,  44  ;  opposition  to  the  Marriage  Act,  45 ;  appointed 
Secretary  of  State,  his  resignation,  45  ;  correspondence  with 
George  III.  and  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  46-49 ;  his  letter 
to  Peter  Collinson,  49 ;  appointed  Paymaster  of  the  Forces, 
50 ;  accused  of  defalcation,  50 ;  his  illness,  51  ;  collection  of 
his  poems,  52  ;  his  Vers  de  Societe,  53,  76  ;  letters  to  George 
Selwyn,  53,  73  ;  retort  to  Lord  Bute,  55  ;  his  clandestine 
marriage  with  Lady  Caroline  Lennox  ;  letters  of  condolence  to 
the  Duke  of  Eichmond,  letters  of  congratulation  from  Charles 
Hanbury  Williams,  letter  of  reconciliation  from  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Richmond,  55-72 ;  birth  of  his  eldest  son,  68  ; 
death  of  Lord  and  Lady  Holland,  73 ;  character  of  him  by 
Archdeacon  Coxe  and  Lord  Chesterfield,  51,  55,  77  ;  his 
children,  78  ;  his  indulgence  to  Charles  James  Fox,  81  ;  his 
portrait  at  Holland  House,  243  ;  his  portrait  by  Hogarth, 
259  ;  portrait  by  Reynolds,  ii.  38 ;  his  description  of  Lady 
Sarah  Lennox,  50  ;  narrative  of  George  III.'s  proposal 
of  marriage  to  her,  59,  218;  of  Lady  Sarah's  conduct  on 
George  III.'s  engagement  to  Queen  Charlotte,  66 ;  of  his  own 
conversation  with  the  King,  221  ;  his  armorial  bearings  as 
Henry  Fox,  101,  105;  letter  to  him  from  Voltaire,  122;  his 
taste  for  gardening,  three  letters  to  Peter  Collinson,  213. 

Holland,  Stephen  Fox,  second  Lord,  i.  78. 

Holland,  Henry  Richard  Fox,  third  Lord,  preface  to  Fox's  *'  Life 
of  James  II.,"  i.  99 ;  notices  of  C.  J.  Fox's  illness  and  death, 
in  his  "Memoirs  of  the  Whig  Party,"  104;  birth,  134; 
minority,  early  education,  135 ;  official  and  political  life,  136  ; 
defence  of  Napoleon  I.,  137 ;  fondness  for  literature,  trans 
lations  from  the  Spanish,  collection  of  Spanish  authors,  138, 
155  ;  merits  as  an  author,  139 ;  as  a  poet,  140,  161,  176,  184, 
239  ;  restoration  of  Holland  House,  141  ;  distinguished  mem- 
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bers  of  his  *»  Salon,"  with  anecdotes,  143-152,  161,  235; 
intimate  friends,  153  ;  family  circle,  155  ;  illness  and  death, 
lf)2;  bust  by  Nollekens  at  Holland  House,  207,  ii.  179; 
portrait  by  Leslie,  i.  218,  266;  his  "Salon"  in  Paris,  235; 
portrait  by  Fabre,  283 ;  letters  to  him  from  Thos.  Moore,  ii. 
86-94 ;  from  Samuel  llogers,  94-99  ;  Macaulay's  character 
of  him,  111 ;  relics  of  Napoleon  I.  collected  by  him,  137 ;  his 
introduction  to  Napoleon  I.,  148  ;  protest  against  the  detention 
of  Napoleon  I.,  149;  miniature  by  Cosway,  161;  miniature, 
163;  portrait  by  Watts,  169,  170;  room  in  which  he  died, 
171  ;  his  collection  of  Spanish  books,  174 ;  fac-simile  of  his 
signature,  179  ;  Spanish  MSS.  at  Holland  House,  195-198. 

Holland,  Henry  Edward  Fox,  fourth  Lord,  notices  of,  i.  163  ;  por- 
trait by  Leslie,  ii.  170  ;  fac  simile  of*  his  signature,  179. 

Holland,  Isabel,  first  Countess  of,  i.  10;  her  encouragement  of  the 
drama,  17. 

Holland,  Lady  Caroline  Lennox,  lirst  Baroness  ;  her  clandestine 
marriage  with  Henry  Fox,  i.  r)5  ;  correspondence  thereon,  57- 
68  ;  birth  of  her  eldest  son,  reconciliation  with  her  parents, 
68  ;  created  Baroness  Holland,  72  ;  her  domestic  happiness  and 
death,  73  ;  her  portrait  by  Xlamsay,  256  ;  in  private  theatricals, 
261;  at  a  ball  at  Holland  House  (1753),  ii.  24  ;  portraits  by 
Reynolds,  39,  78;  her  armorial  bearings,  105,  114  ;  miniature 
by  Collins,  161. 

Holland,  Lady  Mary  Fitzpatrick,  second  Baroness ;  her  portraits 
at  Holland  House,  i.  243,  275,  289;  i>ortrait  by  Iveynolds, 
ii.  39. 

Holland,  Elizabeth  Yassall,  third  Buronesii,  i.  156  ;  her  portraits 
at  Holland  House,  282  ;  by  Fagan,  ii.  79  ;  on  Mo<ire*8  **Lalla 
Rookh  "  and  Byron's  Memoirs,  86,  91  ;  letters  to  her  from  Monro 
and  llogers,  91,  95  ;  Napoleon's  ring  and  cross  given  to  her, 
142  ;  her  admiration  of  Napoleon  I.,  introduction  to  him,  148  ; 
her  attention  to  him  in  his  exile,  150;  her  letter  to  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe,  152  ;  snuff-box  bequeathed  to  her  by  Napoleon, 
155  ;  lines  on  the  snuff-box  by  Lord  Carlisle  and  Moore,  156, 
157  ;  miniature  by  Cosway,  161. 

Holland,  Mary  Augusta,  fourth  Baroness  ;  portraits  of  her  l>y 
Watts,  at  Holland  House,  i.  237  ;  ii.  81,  170;  inkstand  given 
to  her  by  Queen  Adelaide,  135  ;  miniature  by  Thorbum,  163  ; 
miniature,  164  ;  her  private  rooms,  167,  169. 
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Holland  IIocse  : — The  Grounds,  L  160-105  ;  Ground  Floor  Plan. 
198;  Entrance  Hall,  205;  Smoking  Eoom,  207;  Inner  Hall, 
208;  Great  Staircase,  212;  Breakfast  Rotjm,  21G  ;  Ciiina 
Kooni,  223 ;  Map  Room,  227 ;  Picture  Room,  233 ;  Print 
Room,  242 ;  West  Room,  255  ;  Allen's  Room,  2G7  ;  Journal 
Room,  270  ;  White  Parlour,  287 ;  Entresol,  ii.  1  ;  Plan  of 
First  Floor,  7  ;  Gilt  Room,  12  ;  Sir  Joshua  Room,  2*S  ;  Dining 
Room,  73  ;  Library  and  Inner  Library,  101  ;  Library  Passage, 
115;  Yellow  Drawing  Room,  130;  Miniature  Room,  159; 
I-,ady  Holland's  Private  Rooms,  160  ;  Blue  Room,  171  ;  B'joks 
in  Library,  173  ;  MSS.  and  Autographs,  179. 

noi)pner,  drawing  by  him,  i.  257  ;  his  portraits  of  Lord  King, 
282 ;  Viscount  Barrington,  Viscount  Morpeth,  288  ;  General 
Fox,  Bobus  Smith,  Richard  Vassall,  289 ;  Samuel  Rogers,  ii. 
82  ;  view  of  Seville,  171  ;  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  154. 

Horner,  Francis,  his  portrait  at  Holland  House,  i.  282. 

Howell,  Governor  (of  Calcutta),  miniature  of,  ii.  136. 

Humboldt,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  ii.  150. 

I. 

Ilchester,  Stephen  Fox,  first  Earl  of,  i.  39,  43  ;  letter  to  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  on  the  marriage  of  Lady  Caroline  Lennox  to 
Henry  Fox,  60  ;  clandestine  marriage  of  his  daughter,  Lady 
Suean  Strangways,  ii.  47,  48 ;  his  portrait  at  Holland  House, 
113. 

Ilchester,  Elizabeth,  Countess  of,  hor  portrait  at  Holland  Houj^e, 
ii.  113. 

Inkstand  given  to  present  Lady  Holland  by  Queen  Adelaide,  ii. 
135. 

Italian  Engravings  at  Holland  House,  i.  243. 


J. 

Jackson,  J.,  R.A.,  his  portrait  of  George  Selwyn,  ii.  126. 
Jacobite  badge,  medal  of  Charles  I.  and  Henrietta,  ii.  133. 
Janson,  Jacob,  pictures  by  him  at  Holland  House,  ii.  33. 
Jeffrey,  Lord,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  145  ;  book  borrowed 
by  him  from  Library,  ii.  182. 
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Jesse,  J.  H.,  '*  George  Selwyn  and  his  Contemporaries/'  i.  51,  54, 

73-77,  91,  119,  ii.  68,  70,  1(U. 
Johnson,  Dr.,  on  Addison's  courtship  and  marriage,  i.  23;  Chelsea 

china  formerly  belonging  to  him,  at  Holland  House,  225  ;  his 

references  to  Baretti,  ii.  40. 
Jones,  Inigo,  his  Gateway  to  the  Pleasure  Grounds  of   Holland 

House,  i.  170,  171. 
Junius,  Letters  of.  Sir  Philip  Francis  and  Rogers,  i.  278. 

K. 

Kemble,  J.  M.,  etymology  of  **  Kensington,"  i.  2. 

Kemble,  J.  P.,  books  borrowed  by  him  from  Holland  House,  ii.  181. 

Kensington,  Henry  Kich,  iirst  Baron  and  first  Earl  of  Holland 

(see  Holland). 
Kensington,  William  Edwardes,  first  Baron  (Peerage  of  Ireland), 

L  26. 
Kensington,  early  history  of,    i.    1 ;    Domesday  Survey,  3 ;   old 

abbey  lands,  5. 
Kirkman,  Francis,   "  The  Wits,  a  Collection  of  Drols  and  Farces," 

i.  19. 
Kneller,  Sir  Godfrey,  his  portrait  of  Lady  Fox,  ii.  78. 
Knight^  J.  Payne,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  145. 


L. 

Lansdowne,  first  Marchioness,  souvenir  of,  ii.  130. 

Lansdowne,    Henry,  third  Marquis   of,  his   portrait    at   Holland 

House,  i.  243  ;  biographical  notices,  portrait  at  Holland  House 

after  Lawrence,  ii.  80,  89,  90  ;  books  borrowed  by  him  from 

Library,  179. 
Lauderdale,  Lord,  locket  given  by  him  to  Mrs.  Fox,  ii.  1 34 ;  books 

borrowed  by  him  from  Holland  House  Library,  181. 
Lavater's  description  of  the  physiognomy  of  Fox,  i.  115. 
Lawrence,  Sir  Thomas,  his  portrait  of  Henry,  third    Marquis  of 

Lansdowne,  ii.  80. 
Leather  hangings  at  Holland  House,  i.  212,  224,  ii.  101. 
Lebrun,  Madame,  her  portrait^  painted  by  herself,  i.  229. 
Lechmere,  Lord,  his  residence  at  Holland  House,  i.  29. 
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Lely,  Sir  Peter,  bis  portrait  of  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  ii.  78. 
Lennox,  Lord  George,  portrait  by  Reynolds,  ii.  39. 
Lennox,  Lady  Sarah,  her  acting  as  Jane  Shore,  in  private  theatricals 
at  Holland  House,  i.  81  ;  ii.  45  ;   ber  beauty,  44,  45  ;   descrip- 
tion of  ber  by  first  Lord  Holland,  50 ;  introduces  herself  when 
a  child  to   George   IL,   plays  and  jokes   with  him,  53-5G  ; 
George  lll.*s  love  for  her,  proposal  to  marry  her,  her  refusal, 
5G-71 ;   account  of  the  affair  by  first  Lord  Holland,  218;  his 
interview  with  the  King,  221  ;  her  love  of  truth,  57 ;  her  letter 
on  hearing  of  the  King's  intended  marriage  to  Queen  Charlotte, 
G3 ;  attends  his  wedding  as  a  bridesmaid,  67  ;  her  own  marriage 
with  Sir  Charles  Bunbury ;  with  Colonel  George  Napier,  68  ; 
old  age  and  blindness,  69  ;  deatb,  70  ;  her  portrait  by  Reynolds 
(with  Fox  and  Lady  Susan  Strangways)  at  Holland  House,  43  ; 
miniature  by  Cotes,  162. 

Lennox,  Lady  Cecilia,  her  portrait  at  Holland  House,  i.  256. 

Lennox,  Lady  Louisa,  her  portrait  at   Holland  House,  ii.    77  ; 
njihiatnre,  164. 

Leruia,  Duke  of,  autograph  letter  to  Pope  Paul  V.,  ii.  198. 

Leslie,  portraits  by  him  at  Holland  House  ;  third  Lord  Holland, 
Lady  Lilford,  i.  218  ;  fourth  Lord  Holland,  ii.  170. 

Lestock,  Admiral,  his  portrait  at  Holland  House,  ii.  113. 

Lewi**,  **  Monk,"  a  vi:jitor  at  Holland   House,  L   145;  books  bor- 
rowed by  him  from  Library,  ii.  181. 

Library  at  Holland  ITuuse,  interior  view,  ii.  107  ;  books,  173-178  ; 
register  of  books  lent  and  borrowers,  179. 

Lieven,  Princess,   a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.   150,  280  ;    her 
portrait,  279. 

Lilford,  Lady,  her  portrait  by  Leslie,  i.  218. 

Lincoln,  Lord,  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  on  the  marriage  of 
Lady  Caroline  Lennox  to  Henry  Fox,  i.  58. 

Locke,  his  portrait  at  Holland  House,  ii.  118. 

Lonsdale,  his  portrait  of  Lord  A  Hamilton,  i.  282. 

Lope  de  Vega,   memoir  of,  by  third  Lord  Holland,  i.  138;  his 
portrait^  ii.  117  ;  miniature,  163;  autographs  of  his  plays,  197. 

Louis  Philippe,  his  visit  to   Holland  House,  i.  194  ;  china  vase 
given  by  him  to  fourth  Lord  Holland,  ii.  100. 

Lowe,  Sir  Hudson,  letter  to  him  from  Lady  Holland,  ii.  152. 

Lucientes,  engraving  by  him  at  Holland  House,  i.  253. 

Luther,  his  convent  cell  at  Erfurt,  ii.  126. 
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Luttrell,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  153,  158  ;  lines  on  **  Rogers's 
Seat"  in  Dutch  Garden,  182 ;  his  portrait,  243  ;  book  borrowed 
by  him  from  Library,  ii.  183. 

Lyndhurst,  Lord,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  146. 

M. 

Macartney,  Lord,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  147. 

Macaulay,  Lord,  on  Addison's  death-bed,  i.  2G  ;  on  Lord  Holland's 

"  Political  Opinions,"  139  ;  on  Holland  House  and  its  yisitors, 

i.  143,  157,  ii.  110. 
McCrie,  Dr.,  book  borrowed  by  him  from  Holland  House  Library, 

ii.  183. 
Machiavelli,  his  portrait  at  Holland  House,  iL  118. 
Mackintosh,  Sir  James,  his  MS.  account  of  Holland  House,  i.  24, 

27,  28,  154,  ii.  Ill,  198;  his  portrait,  i.  283;  books  borrowed 

by  him  from  Library,  ii.  182. 
Malmaison,  Fox's  visit  to,  ii.  147. 
Manuscripts  and  autographs  in  Holland  House,  i.  24,  27,  28,  41, 

46,  48,  49,  52,  57-72,  207,  232,  281,  ii.  53,  54,  55,  56,  59,  60, 

62,  63,  65,  66,  68,  70,  85,  90,  92,  94,  95,  96,  99,  155,  157, 158, 

(chap,  xxviii.),   179-201  ;   register  of   books  and  borrowers, 

179. 
Marie  Amelie,  Queen  of  the  French,  her  occupation  of  Holland 

House,  i.  235  ;  her  vicissitudes,  her  cap  and  bracelets,  il  137. 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  her  candlesticks ;  poison-ring  sent  to  her, 

ii.  133, 165. 
Mee,  Mrs.,  miniature  of  Elizabeth,  Duchess  of  Devonshire,  ii.  162. 
Meneghelli,  Abbe,  letter  to  him  from  Lord  Holland  on  MS.  letters 

of  Petrarch,  iL  189. 
Metastasio's  "  Olympiade,"  with  Pergolesi's  musii*,  copy  made  by 

Rousseau,  ii.  199. 
Michel  Angelo,  Reynolds's  tribute  to,  ii.  35. 
Milton,  ivory  statuette  of,  ii.  125  ;  his  daughters  interview  with 

Addison,  126. 
Miniature  painting,  origin  and  decline  of  the  art,  iL  159. 
Miniatures  at  Holland  House ;  Catherine,  Empress  of  Russia,  ii. 
120;   Napoleon  I.,  Robespierre,    George  IV.,  Right  Hon.  G. 
Tierney,  Earl  (Jrcy,  121  ;  Governor  Howell,  136;    the  Minia- 
ture Room,  159   160. 
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Moira,  Lord,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  147. 

^lola,  F.,  landscape  hy  him  at  Holland  House,  ii.  29. 

Montholon,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  150. 

Moore,  Thomas,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  151,  157,  158  ;  his 
account  of  a  visit,  ii.  83  ;  portrait  by  Shee,  82 ;  letter  to 
third  Lord  Holland,  84  ;  notices  of  Holland  House,  Lord 
and  Lady  Holland,  Memoirs  of  Byron,  85,  86-94. 

Morice,  Mrs.,  daughter  of  Bishop  Atterbury,  i.  28. 

Morland,  G.,  pictures  by  him,  ii.  33. 

Morpeth,  Viscount,  his  portrait,  i.  288 ;  books  borrowed  by  him 
from  Library,  ii.  180. 

Mosaics  at  Holland  House,  ii.  106. 

Murillo,  his  picture  of  the  Vision  of  St.  Antony  of  Padua,  ii.  29. 


K 


Kapier,  Colonel  George,  his  marriage  with  Lady  Sarah  Bunbury, 
ii.  68. 

Napier,  Henry,  his  account  of  the  romantic  marriage  of  his  grand- 
mother (second  Duchess  of  Richmond),  ii.  51 ;  of  his  mother, 
Lady  Sarah  Lennox,  a  favourite  of  George  II.,  51 ;  proposal  of 
George  IIL  to  make  her  his  Queen,  her  refusal,  56. 

Napoleon  I.,  his  reception  of  C.  J.  Fox,  i.  103 ;  visits  of  Fox  to 
Malmaison  and  St.  Cloud,  ii.  1 47  ;  atedfastly  defended  by  Lord 
Holland,  i.  137  ;  bronze  bust  of,  in  Dutch  Garden,  Holland 
House,  174,  183;  bust  in  Entrance  Hall,  207;  miniature  por- 
trait, ii.  121;  relics  of,  collected  by  third  Lord  Holland, 
137-142  ;  his  career  and  character,  139  ;  snuff-box  bequeathed 
by  him  to  Lady  Holland,  155  ;  lines  on  the  gift,  by  Lord 
Carlisle  and  Moore,  156,  157  ;  his  notes  on  a  number  of  the 
Edinhimjh  Rtciew,  143  ;  anonymous  verses  on,  157. 

Newcastle,  Duke  of,  his  correspondence  with  Henry  Fox  upon  the 
latter's  resignation,  i.  46. 

Newcastle,  Duke  and  Duchess  and  family,  engraving  of,  ii.  123. 

Nollekens,  busts  by  him,  at  Holland  House ;  Francis,  Duke  of 
Bedford,  Charles  James  Fox  (two),  i.  206,  218;  Henry 
Eichard,  third  Lord  Holland,  207. 

North,  Lord,  his  political  connection  with  Fox,  i.  85,  86,  90,  91. 

Northcote,  his  portrait  of  Sackville,  Earl  of  Thanet,  ii.  114. 
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O. 


O'Brien,  the  player,  his  clandestine  marriage  with  Lady  Susan 
Strangways,  ii.  46. 

O'Meara,  Barry,  letter  to  Mrs.  Fox,  with  Napoleon's  hair  and  auto- 
graph, ii.  141,  143;  book  borrowed  by  him  from  Holland 
House  Library,  180. 

Opie,  his  portrait  of  Charles  Earl  Stanhope,  i  283. 

Oriental  china  at  Holland  House,  ii.  99. 

Ossory,  Lord,  sketch  of,  by  lleynolds,  ii.  119. 

P. 

Palmerston,  Lord,  miniature  at  Holland  House,  ii.  163. 

Panizzi,  his  portrait  by  Watts,  i.  231. 

Paris,  C.  J.  Fox  in,  i.  101. 

Parr,  Dr.,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  144. 

Patch,  Thomas,  caricature  by  him,  i.  2^2  ;   two  views  of  Florence, 

ii.  171. 
Paul  v..  Pope,  autograph  letter  to  him  from  the  Duke  of  Lerma, 

iL  198. 
Pelham,  Henry,  letter  to  the  Duke  of  llichmond  on  the  marriage 

of  Lady  Caroline  l^unox  and  Henry  Fox,  L  57  ;   to  Henry 

Fox,  GG. 
Pelham,  Hon.  T.,  miniature  at  Holland  House,  ii.  1G3. 
Penn,  William,  his  residence  at  Holland  House,  i.  27. 
Pergolesi,  his  music  to  Metastasio's  "  Olympiade,"  copy  by  Kous- 

seau,  ii.  199. 
Petrarch,  MS.  letters  of,  in  Holland  House  Libi-ary ;  lent  to  Ugo 

Foscolo ;    mislaid,    found,   and   returned ;     their   authenticity 

questioned ;    letters    of    Ugo    Foscolo    and     Lord     Holland 

thereon,  ii.  184-194;  facsimile  and  translation  of  one  of  the 

letters,  194,  225. 
Philip  II.,  III.,  and  IV.  of  Spain,  autograph  letters  fi*om  them  to 

the  Popes ;  fac-similo  and  translation  of  one  from  Philip  II. 

to  Pope  Gregory  XIIL,  ii.  198,  231. 
Phillips,  portraits  by  him  at  Holland  House,  i.  277,  288. 
Pinelli,  his  terracotta  groups,  ii.  72,  1G4. 
Pitt,  his  political  rivalry  with  Fox,  i.  88,  91,  103. 
Plimmer,  Andrew,  his  miniature  paintings,  portraits  of  Fox,  ii.  1G2. 
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Pope,  bis  eulogy  of  Shippen,  i  29. 

Pope,  Mrs.,  the  actress,  her  resemblance  to  Lady  Sarah  Lennox, 

ii.  68. 
Portsmouth,  Duchess  of,  her  portrait  at  Holland  House,  i.  229, 

27G  ;  ring  given  to  her  by  Charles  II.,  ii.  134. 
Price,  Uvedale,  letter  on  Fox's  visit  to  Voltaire,  i.  84. 
Print  Room,  Holland  House,  i.  242. 
Prosperi,  bust  of  the  Duke  of  York  by  him  at  Holland  House, 

i.  207. 
Puritans,  theatres  closed  by  them,  i.  1 7. 


R. 

Raffaelle,  his  Lucrezia  engraved  by  liaimondi,  i.  243. 

Rairaondi,  Marc  Antonio,  his  engraving  of  Raif.ielle's  Lurrezia, 
i.  243. 

Ramsay,  portraits  by  him  at  Holland  House,  i.  25G,  279  ; 
ii.  77. 

RauelEigh,  Rogers's  description  and  Hogarth's  picture  of,  i.  259. 

Rathbone,  his  portrait  of  Francis  Horner,  i.  282. 

Ravenna,  Marco  da,  his  engravings,  i.  245. 

Read,  Miss  Catherine,  her  portrait  of  the  Duchess  of  Hamilton, 
O'Brien  and  Lady  Susan  Strangways  at  her  studio,  ii  47. 

Recamier,  Madame,  her  attention  to  Fox,  i.  102. 

Rembrandt,  engravings  of  his  pictures  at  Holland  House,  i.  249. 

Reynolds,  Sir  Joshua,  pictures  by  him  at  Holland  House :  portraits 
of  Fox,  i.  115,  ii.  39  ;  the  "  Sir  Joshua  Room,"  ii.  28  ;  Mus- 
cipulay  37 ;  first  Lord  Holland,  38  ;  Mary,  Lady  Holland, 
Florentius  Yassall  and  Mrs.  Russell  as  a  child,  Lord  George 
Lennox,  Rt.  Hon.  Thos.  Conolly,  Mary,  Duchess  of  Richmond, 
Hon.  Caroline  Fox,  Baretti,  39  ;  group  of  Lady  Sarah  Lennox, 
C.  J.  Fox,  and  Lady  Susan  Strangways,  I  81,  it  43 ;  original 
sketch  of  the  same  picture,  71 ;  first  Lady  Holland,  78 ; 
Henry,  Earl  of  Digby,  114;  Lord  Ossory,  119;  wax  cast  of 
him  by  Mountstepheu,  12G  ;  portrait  by  Lady  Anne  Fitzpatrick, 
33 ;  biographical  notice,  34 ;  his  literary  ability,  36 ;  his  auto- 
graph, 37  ;  ^rS.  note  on  colouring,  in  a  copy  of  Du  Fresnoy's 
^*  Art  of  Painting,"  209. 

Rich,  Henry,  first  Karl  of  Hollan<l  (see  Holland). 
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Kicb,  Robert,  second  Earl  of  Holland  (see  Holland). 

Kich,  Edward,  third  Earl  of  Holland  (see  Holland). 

Kich,  Lady  Diana,  fatal  appearance  to  her  of  her  own  apparition, 

i.  192. 
Kichmond,  first  Duke  of,  his  portrait  at  Holland  House,  i.  275. 
Kichmond,  first  and  second  Dukes  and  Duchesses  of,  their  portraits 

at  Holland  House,  i.  229. 
Ilichmond,  Charles,  second  Duke   of,   his   daughter's   clandestine 

marriage  with  Henry  Fox,  i.  55 ;  correspondence  thereon,  57- 

G8 ;  his  letter  of  reconciliation  to  her,  08  ;  his  own  romantic 

marriage,  ii.  51. 
Kichmond,  third  Duke  of,  his  portrait  at  Holland  House,  i.  276. 
Jiichmond,  Mary,   Duchess  of,   portrait  by  Keynolds  at  Holland 

House,  iL  39  ;  her  romantic  marrijge,  51. 
Ilings,  memorial,  at  Holland  House ;    poison-ring  sent  to   Mary, 

Queen  of  Scots,  ii.  133,  135,  137. 
Uobespierre,  his  character  by  Fox,  miniature  portrait  of  him,  ii.  121 . 
Rogers,  Samuel,  notices  of  Fox  and  Holland  House  in  his  "  Table 

Talk,"  i.  17,  84,  1)2,  100,  117,  133,  ii.  38,  128,  159;  a  visitor 

at  Holland  House,  i.  152  ;  **  Rogers's  Seat,"  in  Dutch  Garden, 

181,    182;    notices  of  Reynolds,  ii.  30,    38;   his  portrait  by 

Hoppner,   82 ;    correspondence  with  Lord  and  Lady  Holland, 

94-99. 
liouiilly.  Sir  Samuel,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  149. 
liosebery.  Lord,  his  residence  at  Holland  House,  i.  79. 
liousseau,    as   a   music   copyist;   his    MS.   copy   of    Metastasio's 

"  Olympiade,"  ii.  199. 
Rubens,  engravings  of  his   pictures   at  Holland   House,  i.  249 ; 

sketch  by  him,  25G. 
Rum  ford.  Count,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  146. 
•Russell,  Earl,  his  "  Life  and  Times  of  C.  J.  Fox,"  i.  52,  55,  74,  83, 

85,  95,  102,  123,  129  ;  Moore  and  the  Byron  Memoira,  iL  89  ; 

his  portrait  by  ilayter,  99. 
Rysbraeck,  Michael,  his  bust  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  L  206. 

S. 

St.  Anne's  Hill,  Surrey,  Fox's  favourite  residence,  i.  98,  100,  105, 

131. 
St.  Cloud,  Fox's  visit  to,  ii.  147. 
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yt.  I'linVa  Church,  Cuvent  UarJirH,  claadisstine 

and  Lailjr  Susan  Strangwajs';  olher  hislnrii 

iu  i'J. 
"Salon"  of  tliiTd  Lord  Hxllaiid  ;  in  Paris, 

Houae,  142-162.  ii.  179. 
"  Salon  "  of  PiiiiCfss  Litven,  at  Pariii,  i.  2S1. 
Salvaior  lloaa,  enyravinns  at  Holland  IIouBC,  i 
ISuunazATo,  autograph  letters  of,  iL  104  ;    fau-si 

of  one  of  them,  1U4,  227. 
ISavonarola,  MS.  by  him  at  Holland  House,  ii. 
Suoti'a  Life  of  Napoleon,  ejiigrani  hy  Duniont, 
ikalof  C.  J,  fox,  i.  133. 
■Sedan  diair  at  Holland  House,  i.  211. 
Stilwyn,  George,  his  morbid  inlereat  in  exec 

cofline,  i.   73-75;    his  wit,   7r>,  ilO,  111), 

epondence  willi  first  Lord  Holland,  7^,  7C  ; 

K.A.,  12li. 
Sevigni',  Madame  do,  her  portrait  at  Holland  I 
S6vTes  china  at  Holland  House,  i.  211:^,  224. 
Shee,  Arthur,  hia  portrait  of  J.  Hookham  Frer 
Shee,  Sir  Martin  Archer,  P.I£.A.,  portrait  of  T 
Shelley,  Samuel,  his  miniature  of  Mr.  Wyndbi 
Sheridan,    a    viaitor    at   Holland    House,   i. 

ii.  159. 
Shippen,   celebrated   by   Pope,  his  residence 

i.  29. 
Silk  hangings  at  Holland  House,  i.  21(1,  217,  2 
Smith,  Uobus,  his  portrait,  i.  289  ;   hook  bur 

HoUand  House  Library,  ii.  183. 
Suiitli,  Sydney,  on  l-'ox's  writings,  i.  99 ;  aa  i 

House,  anecdotes  of,  i.  152,  157,  159,  1G2. 

John  Allen,  i.  273. 
Southcy,  boL'ks  borrowed  by  him  from   Holh 

ii.  181. 
■Spanish  literature  cultivated  by  third  Lord  Ho 

in  Library  at  Holland  House,  il  174;   Hi 

and  translations,  195-232. 
Speucor,  Lord  IL,  miniature  at  Holland  House 
Shigi*.  the,  itri  suppression  hy  the  PurituriH.  i.  17 

iit  Holland  Housi',  81,  2lil,  ii.  45,  40. 
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Stanhope,  Charles,  Earl,  his  portrait  at  Holland  House,  i.  283. 

Strangways,  Lady  Susan,  her  romantic  history,  ii.  44  ;  private 
theatricals  at  Holland  House,  45  ;  clandestine  marriage  to 
O'Brien,  the  player,  4G  ;  Horace  Walpole*s  account,  47;  her 
portrait  by  Reynolds  (with  Fox  and  Lady  Sarah  Lennox)  at 
Holland  House,  43  ;  George  IIL^s  conversation  with  her,  pro- 
posing to  marry  Lady  Sarah  Lennox,  58  ;  account  of  this 
interview  by  first  Lord  Holland,  218 ;  his  account  of  his  own 
interview  with  George  III.  about  Lady  Sarah,  221  ;  letter  to 
her  from  Lady  Sarah  on  the  King's  engagement  to  Queen 
Charlotte,  63. 

Stuart,  Chas.  Edward,  crow-quill  portrait  of,  ii.  124. 

Suyderhoef,  his  engravings,  i.  250. 

Sword  of  Prudence  given  to  Fox,  i.  208,  215. 

T. 

Table  formerly  belonging  to  Addison,  ii.  loO. 

Talleyrand,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  151,  IGO,  ii.  Ill  ;  his 
portrait,  i.  283. 

Tapestry  at  Holland  House,  i.  215,  216,  217. 

Teniers,  pictures  by  him,  ii.  33. 

Terra-cotta  groups  by  Pinelli,  ii.  72. 

Thanet,  Sackville,  Earl  of,  his  portrait,  ii.  114. 

Theatres  closed  by  the  Puritans,  i.  1 7. 

Theatricals,  private,  at  Holland  House,  i.  17,  81,  261,  ii.  45,  46  ; 
at  the  Master  of  the  Mint's,  261. 

Thorpe,  John,  supposed  architect  of  Holland  House,  ii.  15. 

Thurlow,  Lord,  a  visitor  at  Holland  House,  i.  146. 

Tierney,  Jlight  Hon.  George,  miniature  portrait  of,  ii.  121. 

Tournay  tiipestry  at  Holland  House,  i.  215. 

Townsend,  Lord,  his  (luarrel  with  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  minia- 
ture at  Holland  House,  ii.  164. 

V. 

Van  der  Velde,  picture  by  him  at  Holland  House,  ii.  33. 

Van  Dyck,  his  supposed  residence  at  Holland  House,  i.  30,  ii.  95  ; 

his  portraits  of  the  Earls  of  Warwick  and  Holland,  i.  30. 
Van  Leyden,  Lucas,  his  engravings,  i.  250. 


^  ^ 
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Vassal!,  Florentius,  portrait  by  Koynolds,  ii.  39;  miiiiaturo,  Hi.i. 

Vassall,  Kichard,  portrait  and  mioiature  of,  i.  289,  ii.  1G3. 

Velasquez,  his  Port  of  Melilla,  at  Holland  House,  ii.  32. 

Velvet  hangings  at  Holland  House,  i.  216. 

Venetian  chandelier  in  China  Room,  i.  224. 

Venetian  colouring,  Reynolds's  admiration  for,  ii.  30. 

Venetian  looking-glasses,  i.  218,  228. 
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